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DEDICATION. 

I 

h ; ■ ■ 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABliE 

GEORGE J^MR& WELBORE, 

&C. &€• &C. 



MY LOBD, 

Having obtained your permission to dedicate 
my Narrative to you, I proceed to state briefly 
my motives for having solicited your Lordship's 
patronage, and for having been anxious to con-^ 
nect your name with the relation of occurrences 
which were so unfortunate in their origin, and so 
melancholy in their final result, and which, had 
they not been already parttaily recorded, might, 
with great advantage to our national character, 
be for ever withheld from the historic page. 

ilifter suffenng aq imprisonment and expatria- 
tion of nearly foqr years, the enemies of my 
country exulting in my misfortunes ; the friends 
of my youth either consigned to the tomb, or 
scattered over the four quarters of the globe, 
and scarcely one single spot in my native land, 
to which I could have safely turned as a resAng 
place^ I settled, in pursuance to the advice of 
a friend, on the estate of your noble fother — I 
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had not been long engaged thereon in erecting 
a cottage, for a temporary dwelling, when I was 
arrested by a Neighbouring magistrate^ in con- 
formity with the powers vested by the suspension 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, in the executive go- 
vernment. A suspicion was alledged to be en- 
tertained« that I aided and abetted Mr. Robert 
Emmett, in his project, for the overthrow of the 
Irish Government, and suspicion at that period 
was, with the Castle officials^ tantamount to a 
proof of guilt. 

< 

Placed under arrest, I was transmitted to Dub- 
lin, and committed to the T<^wer in DubUu Castle, 
from which I was, aft^r five months 6f a dreary 
and severe winter, removed to the prison of Kil- 
mainham. During my confinement in those dun- 
geons of the Ascendancy^ I was treated with a 
cold-blooded cruelty, which had nearly brought 
my life to its termination, when Lord Clifden 
was maf]e acquainted with my melancholy stat«, 
and by his active, humstne, and zealous interfe- 
rence, procured a mitigation of my sufferings, 
and my ultimate liberation from imprisonment, 
after a dreary incarceration of nearly thirteen 
months; His humanity was the more noble, and 
his interposition the more generous on that oc- 
casion, as 1 had not been previously introduced 
to him, and since that period his friendship has 
been exerted for me on various occasions, with a 
promptitude for which 1 cannot be too, grateful. 

My obligations to your family, as a Catholic 
and an Irishmaui are not inferior to those which 
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I have to acknowledge in the capacity of a pri- 
vate individual, for to your noble father and your- 
self^ is due the merit of having been the first 
amongst our imperial Nobility that were enrolled 
in the Irish Catholic Association, and to your 
spirit-stirring example may be justly ascribed, 
the subsequent accession of that rank which so 
essentially aided the Irish Catholics^ >n achieving 
the great victory of Religious Freedom. 

It is but justice also^ to mention here, that 
you have been early, consistent, and persevering 
supporters of that healing measure of Parlia- 
mentary Heform, which has been so fortunately 
consummated under the auspices of Earl Grey 
and his colleagues, I should therefore be ex- 
tremely unworthy, if, having an opportunity, I 
did not avail myself of it, to testify the sense I 
entertain of your public and private worth, by 
the dedication of a Book, which has little else, 
to recommend it iio your patronage, than a scru- 
pulous adherence to truth, and, 1 trust, a mea- 
sured forbearance to the oppressors of my coun-' 
try^ as well as to my own individual persecutors. 

1 have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
With great respect and gratitude. 
Your Lordship's faithful and 
Obliged Servant, 
THOMAS CLONE Y. 

Grftig, December Ist^ 1832. 
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At the end of thirtj-four years* from the period when tlm 
inrincipal 0($cnrreBce8 detailed in the ensuing Narrative, were miU 
nessed by the writer, it has become imperatiye on him to narrate 
those occurrences for the mofe perfect viodicatiMi of character. 

The desire to possess an honest fame has been iihplanted in the 
heart of man for the wisest piirposd^ and it has been ever found 
that those who reject the ** still small voice^* of that nnerrinf^ 
monitor^ conscience, and contemn public opinion, have been mA^ 
formly prepared to discard the obligations of natural jtistice and 
christian morality. During the time which intervened betwe^ 
the memorable epoch of lt9S, and the period at which Mr. Em- 
mett organized his confederacy, the clamours of the Ascendancy 
factiod were incessant, becadse the head of the Irish GovemimM 
had spared the life of one, whom ^is faction sfigibatized as a cotu 
victed traitor ; and, though that mercy which was extended to hihi 
has been proved by his Protestant countrynicfd, to be more an act 
of even-handed justice, than a<^oncessionmade to the cisliros of 
hmnanity, still the tongue of party rancour has contiiiued to assail 
him in his public and private character, And his errof 3 as a poTi^ 
tician have been made auxiliary to the schemes of those petfidiotis 
men, who sought his destruction as a member of society. Al- 
though enfeebled by a lodg and rigorous imprisonment, white huf 
fate was to be determined by the fiat of a Government, vacillating 
between a desire to do him justice, and a fear to give offence to an 
implacable faction, the Author would have sketched the charac- 
ter of tba? Government and his own sufi&rings, at a time when 
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those suffeiin^s were almest too e^reat for human endaraoce^ were 
it not that he v^as restrained from so doing; by the advice of his 
zealoos and efficient lawyer, and constant fViend, Peter Burrovres, 
Esq., a gentleman,, whp has beei^ to bjm, Jn the midstofhis perils, 
a vigilant, persevering, and undaunted advocate, as well as a 
zealous asserter of his rig^htful claims to the clemency of his Ma« 
jesiy^A Goveroment* . » . , » . 

The Ttfnhy of avthorship or the Ipve of political notoriety, cIibw 
not itiflueface the conduct of the narrator at this period of . Ma life, 
AdJriottS to correct those mtsreprasentatiunii^ which> have hmn. bW 
zoned by the pen of . Sir Richard Musgrave, or propagated by 
the slanders of his private enemies, the Author succinctly details, 
without colouring or embellithment, those, interesting facts, to 
which he has been an eye witness, and in which he has been in 
some in&tances an active participator. He pretends not to any- 
merit fior brilliancy of style or perspicuity of arrangement. His 
labours are not intended to propitiate the critic or the scholar, but 
. to convince his own countrymen, by practical illustration, how 
little a good cause, personal valour^ and numerical strength will 
avail the . most courageous people, when opposed . to military 
discipline, combined movements,^ and. experienced officers^ The 
narrator is slso desirous that such members of his Majesty's Go- 
vernment as may read his Book, should learn from thence, that 
though a furious and undisciplined people may not conquer, they 
can destroy, and that if, unfortunately, there should ever be ano- 
ther struggle for British' supremacy on the plains of Ireland, that 
very struggle is likely to hasten the dissolution of their Govern- 
ment at home, even though they should come out of it victorious. 
The state of the Continent was such, at the time that the Leaders 
of the United Irishmen confederated to separate this country from 
England, as to afford a reasonable prospect of success, and indepen- 
dent of the revolutionary conlagion, which had traversed nearly 
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,9s 

«1] Euro)^ thofe Md^ ^d i^vapc^s to comj^kio of, y^Hmk 
word pe^ttliar to Itdand« as a raeniber of tjie P^pitial^ ^six^* 

t^itni^ilf ir^iP^ iff«wl^4 fFJ^ fiiH|Mnn«« 1o. pmWrH fi Hh .tiw 

.^JJT , ^^ in^ ^iri '1 -w -»''f •- ,-»^ -» . -» 

1w4jMrflfjpQF.<r}«|rf i^ b)9fllim^'^t*it^Mri«l' of a am aott 

tbe eminent mercantile «ien, tbe leading geoUMeiikl tte iiSMtA 
prefesaioQfl, tke most active and eateemedsaembers of the eld Whig 
%)fciK» ahAilisty %tttlfi>tleaslineTdourand8iocei-ity, the Catholics 
o¥ '6v^^ ^fidi, {pressed ^rwarS witi^ professions -of unalterable 
devotion' an^ iimolaMe atiacbineiii to the famfly oa4he tlwone and 
Wthe Brhi^ ^t^onstitutldn* Atlnost every class and sect in Ire- 
i^}i c^dica^ii^' in ^ fiel-t of i^enerons rivalry^ in bestowing 
liollotufs oH' tbe nam^ and pouring oUt blesinngti on the peroon of 
^^t Sote^e^n, who liad manifested a deaiife to heal the Ueed^g 
i^oXitidi^if a l^b^^sui^rioig .and disiracted people. 

There was, bowey^r^ a p^up^ in Ireland, who$e conduct formed 
ane^u^eption tolbat ^f tNtseivhu indulged in ^snatioiial jtibil^ 
.and exvll^tipii* This waa ^ Aacepd^iwcy party, whioh had 

l>een fo^ spnie lime^h^y U^^ed with U^ fiNr^i^ ^J^ ^^ 

of cpn^iaJ Reeling. 

, r 

They had long possessed exclusive doonoatiofi, and foresaw in 

the proposeet restoration of tbelDatholics to the privileges of free^ 
icitizeDSy' ibe downfall ef that power, which they had so unwor-* 
mSy exercised* 

r ' 

'•' M^ngs vHiM^Cfttvened hy ihe hiE<ads of this faction^ at one of 
iNvhkb iim^ ipirbposed to accredit Mr. John Beresfcird, then <:hief 

Oomtiiis^leiAei'y as a sort df Ambassador to the King, to repre. 

amtto Us Majesty the inevitable destruction in which the En- 
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^lish interests here Would b^ invblved/ should the Catholics be 
emancipated. Tlie old gentleman was* appointed, receive his 
aedeihmU, zr^^id sal^ jn LetidoDy and obiaiiied W pfriv ^ fniter^ 
vidw wi^ Oemrge thd Third. The censequ^nce <if 11ia('aE}t^]fview| 
may boTead oo' fb& blood^toined pages of^lrisbf ^Bt&y, 'ftonll . 
that period until Ala p|fncipaFA«<7^ndan6^tiictibtii^^^^ dl^este^-of , 
poHtieaVp(|d;vem*iarn€i pa^lkiMeutary iM^dtfce^ by ihe passibg pfltilr^ 
Catholic Relief BiH. • c , * . •: ' '^ 

After the return of oldJofin Bere^ordto Ireland, ^divhe^.jk^ 

success of bis mission hacT becomjs unequivocal by. the recall of 

Earl Fitzwilliam. tbQ old gentleman is said, ta have boasted 

, ' that he wrought upon his Majesty's religious scruples, bycarryinff 

a copy of thejCoropation Oath into th^ royal p^esenc^^ which he.ha(L 

'' ., •• '■• '.,<'•»•'..' '.» ' *.' \ 

with the Kjng*s perqaissjon^ read, and accompanied .the reading 

I « ' - * ■ • 

by a cpmn^eqtary prepared for the occasion, as it w^ confidently 

affirmed by some pf the ^rish Protestant Cre]at<es,'assemblj9d ^f^ 

* « "• 
Synod. It seems the commentary went to prove, that no British 

• • ' '•..-■'' 

Scrveretgn could emancipatt^ bis Catholie sti]bje<cts; according to 

the Coronatkm Oaib, without being guihy of actual perjurf. 
George the thurd, whose religious cotici^ptipns were as l^iiunotfs 
as his poiiticaF v^lsdotn, was known tt> be prbfouna,' becacifi^e, hor- 
ror struck at the,construction put upon his oath by the wify Cotfi« 
missioner, ^nd his clerical frieadsi, and from the day th9t h^ bad 

* *• * . • 

beard the Protestant comment,ary op the Cpronatiop Oath read 
by old Johp Beresfor^I, to the day that {le finally lo^tal) power ;0f 
reasoning, nothing excited his choler so much as to hear one word 
spoken about Catholics, pj Catholic Emancipation. 'Vo the hasty 
,and coi^tuipelious dismissal of Earl F|(zwiIIiaip frppi/ the Qovprn* 
pent of Ireland, is j u^tljf attributed mupfh^ to the ^cal^niitl^s' wbiMh 
^ere consequent (yi the Insurrection of, IpJI^^, apd those whp a/e 
awap of the piercvrial lemper^meqt of the ']rU() p^^ ^^fj^.PPr 
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* • • ... 

1y astoDisUed that they reiiiained in asuUen to;*por for tfajc^^ 

years after the 4epairture of that nohlemap; 

frill '.:. t)q«[.^ <»• ,l<Mt*rai nr'» •;*»; .Im L' -.: «/'••: '•'. "' :^ ' 

•(^'^Shortty'arfKr liik !rt-oiiieri^d.Veiifovai;' ^Very eft|irie wlilch the 
^eraobiste iriafiSe dr^We leadrag- Asdferidancy fdctidnk dbuld' ern« 
<^ jIMy, waspmiortbre<)dWiti6ti td goad the t)^op]eiQf^ 
*the eonstittitdi ailthbritieiS. Hie deliberated liiadsdcre of ft number 
T]ff ihnoceiift^Bd dhofi^tudfafg (ibtihtry pi^b^^ib ^t the pfatrbn bf Tot- 
1aintbwtf» kiihe ebudty of Loiith/WUVe^iyy W^re diticing od the 
4lrbeti !a dlitfbniiity ta antieiit cast^ 

ttgBlldtxrSei's ' perpetioted' in ^e county of AMa^, by the adK^^ 
tents and*' r^talificirs of fhfe'i^Me ^tttbirs, ^ith' ^eUttikt'irhpiimty, 

jntlitaiy, Itaie^ doinnr^ce et^y i vain ytho : is iuft ^sIb iicoMf ibie 
jBCQpti<i>thld;.tb«rAhieet)of .the^jtatibrible' faetiotts, ^irladcitherto^ 
linak damtbe^pi^lbf Aa^^e«ple.by a seri^of tbe:inroBt hunti- 
jiiat^i««^a(g^.{|io tiwir ^dsBODfe^^ of to cbmptH thdnr to raise the 
'8tadAMtifTiBsoiiPedH(»tii»dfefeiicb:of^to.:^Tes^d^^^ 

^ The ,mo8^ splendid hypocrite^ or the dullest and most wic^d of 
Ihe hunmn. species,, nmy possess sufficient ingenuity to sur- 
charge.the .elements of pivil cbmmbtiQp^ but it belongs only to the 
^ulighte^ied and virtuous to still the tempe^t^ and tp deprive those 
elements of their internal tiialignity. In Ireland, this reflection 
has been justified to its fuUesf extend. Mr. Pitt and Lord Castle- 
feagh superadded to their' native bbliquity those impressions prb«> 
duced by the lessofts of Andrew Itfachiavel and, had thereby 

Mtm^ jft^artjpf poUrfiipg^4Jlj]!Sp ck^ns, .wfrich Ibey forgped for the 
^pftopJe^.TfhiJte,,^l|^ir Joup;ifymen ;kl^^l|; th^.year 1796.7.8 

perfectly tban did the, Asiatic slaves of Tiberius .or Nero, in the exe^ 
;c.^tJ9n.9^tb^U,in9s}^^^ vjrhich ac- 

.cofitBWi^f} ,T!?<^>PW W,^V;T9PS^^?<^en!?aJ^^^^^ ^^** of Ireland, in 



1796« fiad reached lU point of destioatioD, and that troops had been 
ordered to march from the metropolia aad the interior, to oppose the 

hmdiog otthe French, the pei^wntry of tjbii^imth w^ir^o i^mt^ly 
loyal that in a m^t rig^orous winl^Uhqr 4Kffe||^l4^ qpt)u» ^^^ 
ejeai^doffthespow tPfl»pM«^p^fiWge,fpr ,<he*rfiflf(ryj^ ^VFfjfffj^ 
tion w^S!foxi9, Wd reiiderwl ^jveiy ^istiii^^ tp tbf» )^|iR».m>P«.f^ 
whpm h^A perisi^ed in.thi^r mai[rt ly thf rJAefc^f^noy 4)i( ^ ivjen^ 
ther; yet ip th9 AptWP of 1798, tb^t [^a|pf9.p^fk$(si9t^ ^ri^ft M«^f 
most lo « mn^ inimical to the Irisji GoiEei^i^iiwf f^\^ i\^ Ij^i^if^ 
cowiexion. ^ ch^iige w e3Urftf|rdiiwv«r, w^^n 4^^ f^W^fl^>^ 
two yew, fliwt have been fw^yt^ 1^ l^^gm^^f ««WS? , : 1? 
«ddilio9 toihe demMfficial <nitn^g«s, ty 'iNikli io^parte- tefisat 
aUn^^ U>id Ciu!hamp4e0, whakiitf teea -^fpmtlriiM^fltmriGab 
nenl ef iiis Mof^y'e 1>f immoe^ itad OwMaMr^^ 
Ibe Afttjan IrelMidy:aHnettjriM'ip4^e .Bpn^ ^^ 117W» fbdJHmib 
mimetiTe and afftqeat c»4opBnrtef <if ^ AhcMrtaayfiitfiiipai 'ii 
admiaistpriiig !^a yiijonri^laynaA'iM^mVfUii^^ 

iiaaght. Assisted by the local tribunals, he banished from that 

^ . . # .. . , , ^ . . . ., 

province, and transported lieyond the s^tts, several hundreds of 
its rural population ; and the terrdr tit his awful aesontiiig 
tyranny, induced the small farmers and labourers in the con* 

tifiTUous province of Munster, to become members of the Irish 

• ••: . . ■ ".. ^ . ) 

Union, for the purpose of opposing an immediate and effectual 
, .» • • ■ •,■'.>.. 

resistance to a code of summary yengeiinpe, which was eanally 

subversive of constitutional Jaw and patural justice. , . 

;• ■ ■» F - • ,1 'fill 

The Narrator kias never eont^plafea '^e fiepaMt^^lMb 
c6unti-y from England, but ds an'evil, ttlfei-ior only lo llia< df fte 
Irish people being periodically pUced under the Vitibf jiu/tKTe 
or military proscription ; but whne he shall ever deprecate thosfe 
attempts to >ichieve a separation, which th6 loVe of ridffetiy more 
than a hatred of despotism to igbt generate iri'ttfe y6utig to!id df 
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Ireland, he should not be surprised, that if a faction were ag;aio 
permitted, by Great Britain, to g;oTern this country, as it bad 
been by the faction of 17d6, the people might be led to think 
themselves justified by the laws of God, and by the principles 
of the British constitution^ in dissolving their connexion with a 
Government which coul<) tolerate such an outrageous abomU 
nation. 

The Narrator will, however, acknowledge in candour, that 
since the year 1798, the political condition of Ireland has been 
progresnvely improving, and if those inveterate abuses in (he 
Irish system, which were the growth of ages, have not been as 
yet eradicated, some hope of their speedy and final extinction has 
been aflforded in those beneficial measures which weie enacted 
by the Imperial Legislature within the last few years. 

The Author is very sincere in the expression of his hopes, ^t 
those countries may always remain connected by that best of all 
bonds of sociid and civil obligation — EqmU Lmds ia alL And 
he entertains too high an opinion of the Mtish people, to be brought 
to believe, that they will ever again permit any wicked Minister 
to hazard the dismemberment of a great Empire, by indulging In 
projects of factious tyranny, or national spoliation. 
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Butler, Hon/Pier$e » 
Byn^y Hod. Ffe^erick, LpndoD. 
^urrowes, Peter eaq. : ' 4 
fjuige Jnsoiveni Court J 
Browne, {fu Rev. Dr. % 

Blake, Verjr Rev. Dr. 2 

Butler, Pief6eS.esq. ' 

9utler, I ■ jttn% esq, -•■... 
Butler, Wm. esq. 
Boyse^ TlmmM esq. '6 

'boyse^'Aamael esq. 2 

fiarron; PhH. esq. 
BarroD, H. 'Winston esq. 
Burtchaell, David esq. 2 

Burtchaell) Richard, esq. " '.* 
Burtchaell, Pat. eisq. 
Bethel, Isaac B. esq. B^ L. 
BreePj ■■ « ■ 'esq. M. D. 
Brady, ■ esq. M. D. 

Brady, Rev. Ji P. P. = ' 

Brady, lobnesq. Lcbdon 
Boylan, Pat. esq. • * 
Breaao, John esq. "-' 
Bianconi, Charles esq^^ - 
Behan, Laureoee esq/ r ' - 
Battersby,: Joseph W. esq. 
Berry, James esq. 
Bradley, A. esq: 
Srenan,' Rev. Wra. P. P/ 
Boyle, James esq. 
BuQhury,.Edw4. esq. Liverpdol, 
Brougham, Jamee esq; r ^ ' ' ' 
BarrVy James esq. 
Bulgtsr, Thomas, esq. 4 

Bolger, Paul esq. - : 
Burke, V^ili esq.^ 
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Buggy» B»T. Mr« 

Bennett,' J. esq. ' 

Barrett, RicbKrd esq, *'" . , 

Bailer, Thomas esq.* 

Burrell, Captain Liverpool, ' 

Brown. Mr, John do* 

BroMik» I^r^ John do. 

c. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



WHEN unmerited calumnies have been ibr many yean per« 
miftetl to pass unrefutecT, the prudence, or necessity, of recurring 
to those calumnies, or of wakings recollections, which must be 
painful to a virtuous mind, will naturally be questioned ; but 
when such calumnies have been recorded by the historian in the 
high wrought colouring of inveterate malignity, it becomes an 
imperative duty for the Vindication of character, to strip all such 
records of that semblance of veracity which powerful guilt can 
assume : and by tracing those calumnies to their source, and op-, 
posing them to facts, thus deprive succeeding calumniators of the 
foundation on which they might erect an unholy superstructure. — 
The man who would urge the prudence and propriety of eternal 
silence, under almost intolerable sufferings, and unmerited oblo^ 
quy, must be • more a stoic than I am, or else he must have been 
exposed to fewer trials. What will the advocates of silence ad* 
vance in support of their maxim ? that the living must bear inju- 
ries without a. murmur, because their guilty oppressors have 
already pleaded at tliat bar where vice and virtue are exposed to 
unerring scrutiny, and consequent punishment or reward. Though 
many of the actors in that political drama, in which it was my 
misfortune to have appeared in too conspicuous a character, have 
long been removed to another world, and the tide of forgetfuJness 
in the lapse of above thirty-four years may have washed away the 
memory of minor offences, yet, must 1 differ in opinion from my 
most valued friends^ that the death of the tyrant or oppressor, 
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gives his character that claim to the pity of the injoired, which, 
by depriving it of notoriety, would save it from infamy and exe- 
cration } Nor is a greater degree of forbearance due to the guilty 
survivors of this melancholy period ; yet, while 1 cannot coincide 
Id opinion with those who think that it b not both my right and 
my duty to publish this Narrative, yet the wickedness or the folly 
of the parties concerned shall be touched with a sparing hMid, 
while truth and candour shall be the umpire* to whose decision I 
commit my unpolished laboiifs; 



^ 



CHAP. I. 

TIte Author accounts for the non-^pubKcation of his Nafrative 
sooner'-^mjf st^rious couduct of Mr» Valentine Giih 



ft was my lot like maDjf other poaeeafalj ^Eapoadl persons to 
IbaTe been unexpectedly catried away by the torvent tliat overraa 
the county of Wexibrd» in tfae year 17^, and Ihon^k I kdA never 
entered into any politieal eag^etaeat, and did not belong to any 
l^litical society* thiaugli I was tken perfectly free iwm faaTixig ci9iu 
tributed towards raising or promotli^.tke Insttrreetieo, it was my 
misfortune before it closed to take an active part, and to fiU a 
conspicuous sitqatien; and wkila I little eoulempiat^d tbe sub-^ 
sequent dangers and raisfortunee to wkick this sitatitioa exposed 
me, I leer I can witkent vanity assert, that it was peculiajrly 
fortunate for numbers of »y Protestant Coimtrym^n, who . 
outlived the horrors of the InsfirMction^ pud who kave borne 
and still bear grateftil testimoBy to the htnaaHity with which | 
exercised the influence {possessed^ Yet all qny beat and most 
hazardous eflbrts, in ^e cansa of sntering kwiaBity, did not 
purchase for me the silence «r ferheanince of Sir Richard 
If usgrave, that hired tradocer of' his country—- he has lejPl a steck 
4)f calumnies behind from which his less talented suceessors might 
draw at pleasure, and add their owQ sMictQres te give it the re« 
Jisb of novelty^ 

My miaforiuntfi canllnutiig without respite for several years 
afforded the malignant spirits of the (}ay sufficient opportunities 
of indulging their wicked propensities. After the termination of 
the Insurrection, my impfisonmeiit and exile continued with 
vpry little interruption for the space of nearly six years ^ for, if «I 
\vdis a few monUis within that time in Ireland and at large* I was 
away from my home, and incapable of attendtng to my own eon* 



cerns. Indeed for three year& after my imprisonmeiit and exile* 
the extreme severity of my sufferings having already so com^ 
pletely injured (hat constitnion which no common hardship could 
have subdued, I was totally uns^ble either tp attend to the state of 
my affairs, or to undertake that which of all other tasks pressed 
most strongly on my mind, die vindicati<Ai of my character. 

My case was peculiarly critical ; the state of my health and 
the tempeir of the time«f, while the ferment and the high excita- 
tions produced by the occurrences of the preceding nine years, 
haviqg not yet sufficiently subsided, prevented me from publish- 
ing my Narrative. In addition to these causes, my friend and le- 
gal adviser Counsellor Peter Bunowes opposed my i|ndertgki|ig 
any such t^. lam Hvell aware of the parity of bi^ motives, > 
nor am I disposed to judge lightly of bis pmidence. He possess? 
ed several documents necessary to the elucidation of my case,, 
and through him I hoped for access to others, which were in pos- 
session of the Government, and it was even l^itteriy Af r. Bur- 
rowes*s unaltered opinion that transactions so long passed, should. 
be tbrgottoi ; though deprived, of many - necessary documents, o(^ 
some indeed tha^ would tend much to prove the injustice of my suf- 
ferings, and exhibit the most flattering reeoids of my humanity 
expressed in the opinions of men <^ the highest rank and respecta^ 
biiity, I trust however, that my plain unvarnished tale, sustaine4 
by such documents as t havebees able to coHect, will satisfy all who 
are not obstinately and wilfully inoreduloiis,. as to the purity of my 
motives, in the many perilous exertions, which those days of un^ 
prccedented calamity but too frequently required* Should there 
however, be among my readers persons devoid of faith, reason^ 
or justice, I cannot hope for that success, which the ^nost ac* 
coiiiplished writer might fail to obtain, and ( shjall console myself 
with the reflection, that I have endeavoured to combat prejudice 
land passion, with the arms of truth, suppressing every vindictive 
feeling, that long and unjnerited suffering might naturally geue^ 

rate in a breast less ^r^ent than mine. 

» 
My intercourse and association witH Protestants, are ampng 

my earliest and most pleasing recolleatioas ; I was taught 

and had reason to esteem them as cordially as those of my own 

persuasion. Although the majority of the Landed Proprietors 

in my neigbbourhpo4 were Croniwelian SeHlcrS| the Protestant 



and Catholic middlemen tn that quarter, cnteitained kind feelings 
towards each other. Some half dozen neighfooofs Protestant 
and Catholic, ke|>t a few couple of Harriers each» which fomed 
a good Pack, with which we hunted once and somettines twice n 
week ; after a days sport we dined alternately at each oHken 
houses, and in the evening the females of the diflferent familM»a 
assembled when the merry dance was often kept up lo the near 
approach of day* This affectionate intercourse might hare pro- 
duced rea^ happiness, if the Catholic could have forgotten the 
Political Slavery under which he laboured. 

The -kind and social tnipressioiis made on my mind by the early inter. 
course, and intenehangeof good offices, must have had due weight in 
the hour of danger. Byen had there not been implanted in my. breast, 
a silent tnonitor to stimulate me to acts of v irtuc. I never coldly calca« 
la ted on the religion or politics of any man, when he needed my assis. 
tance; the slightest appearance of distress has ever commanded my 
best exertions for the safety of the sufferer, and the kindness evinced 
towards me when a change of fortune took place, by many of a 
different communion, sutiiciently proved that mj* conduct was j ustly 
appreciated. I found gratitude from the Orangeman as well as 
from any other ; those whs did not shew it were few, and those lew 
I would gladly pass over, were not a reference to the conduct of one 
man in particular absolutely necessary. This man was a Mr. 
Valentine Gill, whose brother, Mr. John Gill, -was murdered on^ 
Vinegar Hill, on the 29th day of May, 1798, and at whose mnr-. 
der it is alledged I was present. This and the charge of being, 
present at the burning of Old Ross Churchy afforded matter to fill 
the veracious pages of Sir Richard Mu^rave*s History of the 
Irish Rebellion, and tended to place mo on the trial for my life, 
when the feelings engendered by popular commotion had been ex« 
cited to the highest pitch of rancour. With Valentine Gill I had 
but little acquaintance, except . so far as his being employed* to 
survey lands for my father ; for his brother, John Gill, I entertain^ 
ed a high regard. Some short time previous to the breaking out 
of the Insurrection, Valentine Gill sent Stephen Phayre, a School, 
master to me with a message, that he had something of a serious 
nature to condmunicate tome, and requesting I would meet him at 
a certain place about two miles distant from my father's house, by 
which he was to pass on his way to the county sf Carlo w, whither 



he nras going to survey an estate; 1 went to the appointed place, 
but did not find Gill there* ^ In a few daja after this^ Phayre came 
to me again, and stated that Gill was disappointed in not meeting 
mo on the former occasion, bat that he was then going to the 
oowity of CarloWy where he understood the people were mostly 
United Irislimen, amongst whom he feared he could not safely pass 
witlKMit a knowledge of their signs and pass.words. That I must 
be satisfied from bis having been 9ome years in the United States 
of Amerieay that he was a Republican, and he hoped I would have 
no delicacy in confiding to him such signs or pass.words as would^ 
secure him a passage to, and a safe residence in the place of his 
destination. Surprised at this man*s ectraordinary messatge^ and 
being unacquainted with any symbols or pass^words attached ta 
any system, I expressed my astonishment to the messenger, and 
desired that he should nev^ again speak to me on such a subject* 
tie went off for that time, but returned in a very few days with,^ 
as be said, a strictly confidential message from Gill, recommending 
that I should not, on any account, go to Ennisoortby, or that I 
would be arrested. This dissembled fdendsbip kindling my indig« 
iMtion,! without consulting any person on the subject, rode hastily 
into Enniseorthy and proceeded directly to Gill's house ; he was at 
home, and ushered me up stairs to his d«awing«.room, and imme« 
diately bolting the door, with much affected agitation, he addressec| 
me, saying, he would not wish for fifty pounds that I ventured ia 
come into the town ; that he was dreadfully alarmedoa my account 
and knew not bow he could devise any mode by which he could con^ 
▼ey mc safely out of town. This conduct confirmed my former 
suspicions, that he was meditating something wicked against me^; 
1 stated to him that our friendship, or acquaintance, was of too 
alight a nature to interest him so deeply fer me, and desired him 
peremptorily to state, whence sprung the cause of this his so great 
alarm on my account; the magistrates, replied he, have received 
serious information against you. I pressed to know what magis* 
tratcs had received this information, be named the Reverend Mr, 
llandcock, with much reluctance. " ] shall wait on him,'» said 
f , ** conscious as I am of the rectitude of my own conduct, and I 
shall wail on every magistrate in town," as I learned that a meet. 
mg of the county magistrates was convened for that day, to con- 
sidor wIiQtIier they should proclaim the county. Mr. Giil put his 
bacli to the door, and insisted I should not go out. I lold him, im 



a determioed tone that I would force mj passage through one of his 
Windows, if he did not instantly open the door. This threat had 
the desired effect ; the door was immediatelj opened, and I pro- 
ceeded to Mr. Handeock's bouse, and meeting him coming out, I 
asked him if he had received any information against me. He 
politely answered that he had never heard that the slightest suspi* 
tion was attached to my name. I then called on Lieutenant Anthony 
Rudd, of Captain Cormick*s yeomen infantry, who accompanied 
me to Mr. Archibald Jacob, another magistrate, and having put 
a question to him similar to that which I had put to Mr« Handcock« 
he gave the same answer. 

* Though I was much pleased to find that there was no real cause for 
Mr. Giirs pretended anxicfty on my account, I returned home with 
my mind filled with C(Mijectures as to what motives had influenced 
him in adopting such an ungenerous line of conduct towards me ; 
whatever might have been the incentives that urged him to depart 
from candour and truth, my promptitude and firmness of mind 
defeated the stratagem, and rendered me still more cautious of 
folding communications with any persons out of the sphere of my 
own immediate and close acquaintance. 



CHAP. II. 

The Author undeservedly accused e^he inga Untied Irishmum. 
Many persons in ike county of Wexford^ who were noi Urn tied 
Irishmen^ acknowledged tkemsehes to be such, fiir the purpose of 
obtaining protections. Character of the county Wexford Magis^ 
iraies. The Messrs. Poundens. Robert Shapiand Cdrew, Ssq^ 
offers to raise a corps of Yeoman Cavairy, and is refused a conuk 
mission^ 

I was shortly after convinced, by another strange occurrence, 
that if a change did not quickly take place, my innocence would 
be likely t6 prove but a precarious safeguard in the then posture 
of affairs^ when to b« sui^iected of disaffi^ction was sufficient to 
tha penalty of g^JoiL 



A young man of my neighbourhood, with whom I had but little 
personal acquaintance^ called on me, and intimated a wish to hold 
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a private conference. We withdrew lo a retirerd situation, where^ 
in a tone expressive of sorrow and agitation, he told me that he 
feared he had done me a serious tbongh unintentional injury;(|and 
all he could now do, on reflection, was to piit me on my guard, lest 
the consequence might be dangerous. Though my surprise at this 
▼oluntary and unexpected disclosure was greatly excited^ I calmly 
enquired what could be the nature of the injury he had done me. 
He stated that he had a few d^ys before waited on Mr. John Poundeo, 
of Daphne, near Enoiscorthy, a magistrate, to take the Oath of 
Allegiance, and obtain a Protection ; a practice very prevalent at 
that critical moment throughout the county^ when protections 
and pardons were promised to all who would acknowledge them- 
aeUes United Irishmen, surrender their arms, and take the oath of 
Allegiance ; and such was the terror which prevailed, that num- 
bers who never were United Irishmen, went in and assumed the 
. character, procured some kind of weapon, which they never pos- 
sessed until the day they thought it necessary to produce it, and 
thus did they furnish the magistracy of the county with lists of 
both real and feigned United Irishmen, of which the magistrates 
afterwards availed themselves for the purpose of persecuting those 
who in many cases were personally obnoxious to them. ^ 

But to return to my informant's interview with Mr. Pounden. 
The latter asked him, among other questions, if he knew me ? — 
He answered in the affirmative. He then asked whether he knew 
if I was an United Irishman? And on his declaring he did not 
kiiQw^ Mr* Pounden asked him if he believed I was ? And the 
iotber answered, that he believed I was one. He was then asked 
what reason he had for believing it ? My informant answered that 
bis having seen roe sit in the same room at Rudd's Inn, at Ennis- 
OHrtby, lately, with the celebrated Mr. M*Cabe> who was said to 
be then organising the country. The frankness and evident sor- 
tow that attended this communication, checked every motion of 
tesentment in my breast ; I concluded that there was no evil inten« 
lion in the matter, and while I gently reproved })im for drawing 
80 unwarrantable an inference, as that I was an United Irishman, 
from my accidentally sitting once for a few moments in Ae Mme 
room, at a public inn, with a gentleman,* to me- a perfisct stranger* 
I cautioned him against divulging what the worjd might construe 
into an act of officious criminality on his part, aiid I declared 
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sulemaly it should not transpire from me^ and I fulfilled this decla^ 
ration conscientiously* 

Only a very few days elapsed when the necessity and jusloess 
of my precaution was manifest. The young man was so imprudent 
bimi»elf as to communicate the matter to others, and his life had 
certainly paid the forfeit of his departing from my counsel, had I 
not when appealed to, in the n^idst of aq infuriated multitude, 
whether be bad not acted the part before related, bluntly and firmly 
denied that I had any knowledge of the matter. Well, indeed, 
was it for me, that Mr, Pounden was the magistrate who heard the 
silly confession of this young man, I|e did not, on the occasion, • 
play the tyrant, or evince an anxiety to injure his neighbour, un^ 
der the ever doubtful plea of preserving the state. He sent a 
caution to my neighbours, tbe Messrs, Furlong, of Templescobey, 
.to be very circumspect in their conduct, and conveyed tbe same 
caution thiough them to me. His duty, as a magistrate and a sol- 
dier, did not divest him of humanity, Qe soon after fell like a 
hero, at the head of the corps of yeoman infantry, of which he 
was first Lieutenant, bravely defending the town of Ijnniscorthy 
against the.first attack of tbe Inattr|g;ents^ 

The charaoter of his brother, Mr. Joshua Pounden, who waa 
Captain of the same yeomanry corps, and a magistrate, was, for 
the short time he subsequentlyrtmainedinthe county Wexford, 
also worthy of commendation. He display^ kind feelings towards 
bis Catholic neighbours, and declined sanctioning that system of 
cruelty, which but too fetally marked the career of the majority of 
men in power, or in office, in the county Wexford, There was then 
in the neighbourhood of Enniscorthy, a knot of the descendants of 
Cromwelian settlers, who were ever tenacious about the tenure by 
which they held their possessions, and were ever ready to crush the 
slightest ebulition of popular feeling with a vigour beyond the 
law, so that Qberality in a Protestant of rank in that (juarter 
was rare, and consequently to be much prized^ 

Mr. Carew, of Castleboro'j andHr,Alcock,of Wilton, evinced, 
at this time, a pure love of justice, and an abhorrence of Insur- 
rection Acts or Martial Law. The former was a gentleman possess* 
ing a fortune of nine or ten thousand pounds a year, in the counties 
of Wexford, Waterford, and the Queen's County. His character 
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in public and private life was most amiable. lie was a good land- 
lord, always spending his princely fortune in his native country. 
He had represented tlie city of Watcrford in the Irish Parliament, 
as did his father also. lie afterwards represented the county of 
Wexford in the Imperial Parliament. Such claims as Mr, Carew 
possessed, to the respect and regard of all parties, might natu- 
rally be expected to screen him from all manner of censure* But 
to be even moderate in politics in those days was a crime not to 
be forgiven by the Ascendancy party in Wexford. 

In those days of terror, Mr. Carew proposed to raise a oorps of 
yeoman cavalry ; and preparatory to this^ he invited many of the 
respectable middlemen and farmers of his ndifhbonrbood to bis 
splendid mansion, and entertained them 9t a sumptuous dinner .-*- 
On their assembling, he put them through different evolutions in 
his spacious lawn, and it was consideri^d at the time that no other 
gentleman in the county Wexford could have brought together so 
many respectable men» who were so well mounted, and having such 
a good appearance at so short a notice. Every man seemed 
anxious to serve und^r the standard of so good -a man* The ma- 
'jority were Catholics, but between them and their Protestant 
neighbours who attended, there was tlie utmost harmony and 
good feeling; and every thing promised that under such a leader, 
and with such proper and well conducted men, the peaee of theur 
immediate neiglibourhood would be well preserved ; but the higher 
authorities, as it was soon after said and believed, interposed to 
defeat Mr. Carew's application for a military commission. It^was 
confidently said that the then Earl or Marqniaof Elyjandtheeele- 
brated George Ogle, set all their engines at work to influence the 
• Government not to give Mr. Carew a commission. This report 
may have been untrue, but Mr. Carew was certainly di^x»ed to 
raise a corps, and his neighbours, ^one of which I was, were ready 
to join him, when several of them had refused to join the corps of 
other gentlemen. This one fact must be taken as a convincing 
proof of the fatal policy that drove Wexford into Insurrection; in 
fact, I may say Ireland, as the same blind policy was then general* 

After a digression whidi may require excuse, I must allude to 
the conduct and character of. my neighbour who visited Mr. 
Pounden. His subsequent behaviour affords a strong proof that 
great frailties may sometimes fall to the lot of the noblest minds 
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for I saw no braver maa than he was during/^he Insurrection, anil 
I have felt, and shall always feel proud, that though young and 
inexperienced^ my resentments were.subdued, rightly concluding 
Uiat he had acted under the strong delusion of some powerful passion • 



CHAP. III. 

The Author^s Bttuation in life. Cruelti€$ practited •» the iunO" 
cent people of the county We3^ord^ whkh forced them into 
Insurrection, Burning of Bo^lavogue chapel and Father 
Murphtf^s House. Skirmish between the yeomanry and country. 
people. Lieutetiant Bookey and one of his men killed. The 
people north went of the river Slaney, assemble in great numbers 
on Oulari Hill, commanded by the Rew, John Murphy ; they 
are attacked by the North Cork Militia ond a body of Yeomen 
cavalry^ whom they defeat with great slaughter, 

t at this time was about twenty.three years of age and lived 
with my father, Denis Cl^ney, at Moneyfaore, within three 
miles of Ebniscorthy, and in a direct line from that town to Ross ; 
he rented large tracts of land, both in the Counties of Wexfuini 
and Oarlow, a good part ef which his father left him in posses- 
sion of, and the remainder he«aeqaired by indastry, and altogether 
they would, if let, produce him an interest of several hundred 
pounds a year. His circumstances in every way were yery inde- 
pendent ; he stood also on such terms of friendship with several 
Landed Proprietors, both of Wexford and Carlow, that but very 
few had fairer opportunities of still adding to 4hose interests he 
already possessed, I was an only son, and had three sisters, all 
younger than myself and unprovided for : and as my father was 
aged, and his health then in a very precarious state, they might be 
considered almost without any other protector but myself, and 
they were truly dear to me. My father's situation, of course, 
required my particular attention, and both filial love and 
paternal duty and affection demanded my watchful and undivided 
attention to him, to my sisters and aged grandmother. Let the 
christian, the philosopher, or the friend to truth and justice, 
then judge how all-powerful and irrsi^tible must be the inrprv. 
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tives tliat at once compelled me, as it were^ to sever all those en* 
deariog ties. However detcrmiQed to be peaceable^ dom^tic» 
and mioffending^» I had no protection in my home, and of course 
I could affiird but little protection to others, I was a Catholic, and 
that placed me in those days on the proscribed list» and under the 
ban of a f urioas Orange ascendan<iy» and their rapacious sateU 
litesy a blood thirsty Yeomanrfi and a hireling magistracy, who 
looked forward to the possession of the property^ not only of Ca* 
tholicsy but of liberal Protestants, either by plunder or con- 
fiscation ; where then was the alternative for me f It became 
indispensable to divert their attention from those objects by 
meeting them in the fields 

Had I even a certainty of protection for m3rself and my friends, 
could I coldly look on at the slaughter of my unoffending neigh, 
hours, the violation of innocent and virtuous females^ the de* 
struction and spoliation of property, and every other licentious 
outrage that unbridled fury and bigotry dictated. I cannot sub. 
mit without contradiction, io have it said, that by the part I took 
I was in actual hostility to the King*8 Gov«mment» Protection 
and allegiance are reciplrocal obligations, and it is admitted by 
the first Jorisls, that if one is withdrawn the other cannot be 
expected to eontinae. Many Catholics ofiered to join Yeomanry 
Corps, some were refused admission, and others were not per« 
mitted to retire under a simple insult alone, but were thrown into 
prison and flogged, or otherwise persecuted, many even with, 
out a shadow of proof against them. The organization of the 
United Irish Svstem, having but partially taken place in the 
County Wexford, there was no fair pretext for the persecution 
of its inhabitants ; yet for some weeks previous to the lusurrec 
tion^ very niany cruelties were committed on the people, of whom 
many were flogged, pitch-capped, half-hinged, and otherwise 
tortured, to extort confessions of what they did not know, and 
many of their houses and little properties were consumed. Many 
other innocent persons subsequently suffered from confessions, ex- 
torted by torture, which, in various cases, the weakness of human 
nature could not ^idure. On the 25th May, 26 farmers were 
placed in a dungeon in Camew, under an old Castle, and a Couu. 
cil of War was held at night by a drunken gang of Orange Bac- 
chanalians, to decide on the speediest mode of executing them. On 
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the fullowing morningy one hoaty tyrant proposed to pnt tighted 
straw into the dungeon and suffocate them, to save powder and balU 
however, the majority wished for the gratification of seeing the 
papists die, and they were accordingly brought odt in the momii^ 
and shot in a ball^Uey^ 

On Saturday hight Uie 20th of May, the diapd at Boola* 
vogue and about twenty farmer^s houses in that neighbourhofid 
were burned, as also the house of the Catholic Curate, th^ Rev* 
J, Murphy, It iras on thlt night that the first assembhige of the 
people took place in any part of the county of Wexford : some ef 
the farmers and their men met a party of the Camolin Yeomen 
Cavalry, and in a short tipncouuter, killed Lieutenant Boekey, 
who commanded the party and one of his men. They then pro- 
ceeded to rise that quarter of the county, north and east of 
Enniscorthy^ and on Sunday morning the 27th, they appeared in 
considerable force on Oulart Hill, about six miles to th«) north- 
east of Bnniseorthy, headed by A man hitherto the least likely of 
any other Priest in that coimty to appear in arms, a quiet In* 
offensive man, .devoting his time and entire energies to the cane 
and spiritual instruction of a peaceable, orderly, and indnstrioun 
flock, in a parish where he was Curate, but wliose resentment 
was so justly raised by the sanguinary persecution of his people. 
Expresses were soon dent from diffinrent quarters to Wexford^ for 
a military force to check ihe piograss of the Insurgents, and a 
division of the North Cork Militia, which had been for some timo 
commanded there by Lwd Kingsborough, was now led out by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Poote, and consisted of about 110 men, be- 
sides six ofiicers, who, on arrivii^ at Oulart HiO, ascended ra- 
pidly at the north side, while a body of Ye^nen Cavdry Appear- 
ed advancing towards it on the south. The bold and rapid ad. 
vance of the North Cork Militia, struck teirer for a moment in 
the people, and they were actually on the point of flight, when 
they perceived the cavalry toming loo dose, and fonnd they^ 
would, by retreating into an open and level country, be exposed 
to immediate and certain destmctiott ; a number of them were in« 
stantly ordered to conceal themselves behind the fences of a ditch« 
while others lay in ambush in a sort of trench, and allowed the 
military to approach within a few yards of their main body, 
when they rushed suddenly on theiQi and killed with their pikcs^ 
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106 men an<i their Major, Lombard, and four* other Officers ; 
XUmteDant-Colonel Foote, a Serjeant, two Privates and a Drum- 
msTp 0ul ef the whole division, only escaping to Wexford, white 
«( the Insurgents only fivei were killed and two wounded. The 
mindber of the peasantry who shared in this victory, scarcely ex« 
ceectedthe number of the slain Militia; no doubt that^thead« 
tmOugwas groand^ the ckMi9 quarters, and the formidaUe wea* 
pons, of whi€b they madd so good a use» contributed to their 
viefoiy* f 

One of the Yeomen Cavalry was shot at a great distance by 
aq iris|i Rifleman, with a Strand Gun, and the rest betook them* 
selves, to an immediate and precipitate flight to Wexford. The 
conquerors flushed with victory, marched immediate^ to C^nig. 
Kue HiU^ where they rested ibr the night, and very early on 
Uonday morning marched upon the Tittle town of Camolin, 
where they seized a <]iuantity of arms which had been deposited 
Itore for safety,. From thence they hastily proceeded to Femsr, 
amd on to Scarawalsh Bridge, where they crossed the river 
Slaney ; here they halted for a short time, to obtain an acces* 
tton of strength, which they obtained on Ballyorrell Hill, and 
liicneepttoeeeded rapidly to Enniscorthy, having then a force of 
aibout 7000 men, about 1000 of which were furnished with 
fce arms. 



CHAP. IV. 

Attack on ihe town of Enntscorihiff and defeat of the. King's 
frvojw with greai giaugkter. The Insurgents led on hy Mr. Thos, 
S^mw^, Mr. John Rossiler, and other reputable Farmers. — 
The Army retrea/t* to Wex/brd. The Insurgents encamp on 
Wmegar Ilili: they are remforced the day after the battle by 
those w^abiting the country betuieen Enniscorthy and Ross^ after 
mhkh they march ta and. emcamp on ihe Three Rock Mountain 
hefore Wexford.. 

Every possible preparation ^ad been made in the town of Ennis« 
corthy to receive the Insurgents. Captain Snowe, with a party of 
the North Cork Militia, took a position on the bridge ; Captain 
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PoundenNi corps of yeoman infantry took a position at the Duffcej- 
Gate, where three public roads join, leading from Nowtownbany, 
Ross, Scollagb Gap, and the county ot Carlow : Captain Comick*s 
and Captain A, Jacob's corps of yeoman infantry, with Captaia 
Solomon Ridiards* c«rpsof yeoman cavalry, were placed inodier 
necessaiy positions for defending the town. A dl viakm oi about . 
1000 men of tfie Insnrgents was led ob by Mr. Thomas Syoosl^ 
of Kilbride, who was the husband of my paternal annl—iA matt 
aged about sixty years, and' of yery independent property; m 
person of the most quiet and peaceable disposition, commanding 
the respect and esteem of all who knew him, and who had a youi^ 
family growing up about him* Bound by «very tie that should make 
life dear to him, yet his manly and generous spirit was roused at 
the atrocities he saw committed on the unoffending and defenceless 
farmers and peasantry, and though sure of protection himself, from 
his intimacy with the leading Protestants of the country, be 
spurned that protection which was to be purchased by remaining 
a cold spectator of the destruction of his neig^hbours. Humanity, 
the sura attendant of true courage, was manifested by bin so 
strongly throughout the Insurrection to his Protestant neighbours, 
that thie respect and esteem of his countrymen, of every Teligious 
persuasion, was rather increased than diminished by his heroic 
iresistancc to subaltern tyranny. 

This brave man, with his little band, were fired npon warqdy, 
both by cavalry and infantry from a rising ground, wliSe thef 
fearlessly waded through the river Slaney above Enniscortlty, 
ascended the rising ground, and put their military opponents it 
flight. Another division of the fimsnrgents advanced to the Didm 
trey Gate, where Lieutenant John Poanden, of whom I have be* 
fore spoken with weH-merited ^aise for his conduct as a magia*. 
Irate, received diem at the head of his brother^s corps wilfi a Aarp 
fire, and firmly resisted their progress, until he lell Mke a hero 
at the head of his men, who on losing their beloved and spirited 
4>flBcer, fled before the Insurgents into the town, and dispersed^— * 
.Many of the other yeomanry corps soon did the like, thereby cob* 
suiting their own personal safety. The North Cork Militia made 
a short stand at the Bridge, but were soon routed and thrown iid^ 
confusion, and with the yeomanry fled in the utmost disorder, an# 
with the utmost precipitation to Wexford. The force conslslia^ 
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of all aims which defended the town, consbted of about 500, of 
which they lost about in killed, 3 Officers and 80 men, and manj 
wounded. The Insurgents lost in the contest about )00 in killed 
and wounded., 

Twa nephews of Mr, Syvmoti's, Mr, Michael and Mr« Males 
Iloran« particnkiiy distiqg^iiiabed themselves in the acUoo» in aup. 
port of the bold pkui of their uncle. Several other farmers from 
Synnelt^s part of the country, whose names have escaped my me- 
mory, were known to have di^layed the most undaunted courage^ 
amongst whom flir. John Rossiter^ of Garry wiUiam, was foremost. 

While the events which I have r^ted were occurring on the 
2^h, 26th and 27 th, the people in my quarter of the country 
were in perfect ignorance of those occurrences : they were in 
Ihe most terror-struck and feverish anxiety^ as reports were for 
some time induatrieasly circulated, that the Orangemen would 
turn out, and commit a general and indiscriminate massacre on 
the Reman Catholics, The reports from different quarters of what 
bad been ahready effected by tlie Orangemen in this way, confirmed 
the opinion that the Insurrection would become gaieraL The most 
peaceable and well disposed fancied they saw themselves, their 
families, and their neighbours, involved in one common ruin, and 
that each approaching night might possibly be the last of their 
domestic happiness. No one slept in hia own house — the very 
whistling of the birds^»emed to repwt the approach of an enemy. 
The remembrance of the wailings of the women and the cries of 
Ae^children awake in my mind^ even at this period, feelings of 
deep horror* Such was the state of things m my neighbourhood, 
yet not one act of hostility against the Government bad been even 
slightly indicated* The dictates of self-preservation 9re so iin« 
planted by an all-wise Creator in the human breast, that the sa. 
vage in this respect will feel as a philosopher, though his meau^ 
may be difiereiU he will have the same ends in view. 

The reports of an expected general and unsparing massacre 
was now credited by all— some actually lost their senses, under the 
powerful influence of fear and incertitude; others filled with an* 
ger and revenge, and divested of religion and humanity, made up 
their minds to perpetrate the most savage acts of furious retalia- 
tion ; yet ajs soon as they were sensible of their strength and 



power to prevent this dreaded ^tenpiaatlon, reason began to re- 
sume her seat, and religion to acquire some contronl oyer the an- 
gry andhighly-infiamed passions of an Injured and infuriate people. 
To delineate the feelings that, seemed to pervade the affrighted 
peasantry at this portentous moment^ would require a more expe- 
rienced pen than mine. 

On the morning of Sunday, the 28th of May, after I had heard 
prayers, some of my respectable neighbours asked me to accom* 
pany them to Mn Alcock's, of Wilton, to take the Oath of Alle- 
giance and obtain Protections. Conscious that I had never of- 
fended against the laws of my country, I declined either to seek a 
Protection or take the Oath of Allegiance^ To them though per- 
haps equally innocent, the proceeding seemed of great efficacy, and 
any thing that could have a tendency to avert the threatened 
dangers must have been eagerly embraced at this crisis, even by 
persons of strong minds. The passions of the multitude be- 
coming more fearfully agitated, several nights were spent under 
the shelter of ditehes, the honses being deserted by night, and the 
furniture of every kind removed, from an apprehension of their 
being oonsumed. 

The morning of the 28th having arrived, the people began to 
collect for mutual protection and advice — and I have often since 
reflected what a powerful effect mutual adversity has on our pas- 
sions and prejudices ; it soothes and softens down mental asperities, 
and reconciles the most obstinate differences, while prosperity 
bursts many a link in the social chain, and often severs the tender- 
est tie^ of natiu*e. Grief and despair became now universal ; such 
as had families consulted how they might best provide for their safe- 
ty, if any one could expect to be safe, or any retreat secure against, 
the licenced incendiary. In the midst of those gloomy forebodings, 
the firing commenced at Enniscorthy, and continued with little 
* intermission for a considerable time, and was distinctly heard by 
us, until the town surrendered to the Insurgents ; and soon after, 
a horseman was ?een riding in full speed from Enniscorthy towards 
Moneyhore, the place of my father's residence. When he came 
within hearing he began to cheer, and continued as-he galloped 
along, crying out " victory ! victory !" Never were tidings more 
joyfully heard, nor more eagerly listened to. After having attended 
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some moments to an imperfect but probably heightened accomit 
of the action, which the rude herald gave in an impassioned tone, 
men, whom consternation, terror, and want of resolve, had a few 
hours before fixed to the ground on which they stood, proceeded 
to the roads in groups, and in some cases prepared to search the 
houses of the neighbouring yeomanry for arms, dreading that the 
owners would return to them, and sally out at night to murder the 
families who were still in the ditches, and consume their habita- 
tions. This certainly could not be apprehended by any but per- 
sons devoid of all reason, as the yeomen had now a full shar** of 
those fears for their own safety, which they had been so lately 
prominent in creating in the minds of others. Some excesses were 
now committed, which were, on reflection, deeply to be regretted. 

On Tuesday, the 29th of May, before day, a large body of men 
came to my father*s house and pressed me to proceed with them to 
Enniscor^y, I put them off by promising to follow in a short 
time. Soon after another and a much more numerous party came, 
who were louder and more peremptory in their demands. There was 
now no time to be lost in deliberating. The innoeoit and guilty 
were alike driven into acts of unwilling hostility to the existing 
Government ; but there was no alternative ; every preceding day 
saw the instruments of torture filling the yawning sepulchres with 
the victims of suspicion or malice ; and as a partial resistance 
could never tend to mitigate the cruelty of their tormentors, I saw 
no second course for me, or indeed for any Catholic in my part of 
the country, to pursue. I joined the people, and took an afiection- 
ate farewell of my father and sisters, when he, as I before stated, 
was in a dying way, and my sisters quite unprotected. Their dis- 
traction of mind at my parting is not to be described. This was 
not a moment for indecision. I proceeded as a Volunteer, among 
many others, to Enniscorthy, without authority or command. 1 
belonged to no Society under the United Irish organization, and 
possess<id no claim to distinction, or any right to command ; and 1 
believe it is a matter of rare occurrence, that those who are in- 
vested with power, willingly submit to have that power abridged, 
or usurped by one who had not the slightest pretensions to seek it, 
even did I seek for such an unenviable distinction. 

On entering Enniscorthy, I perceived that the houses had continued 



17 

burning, the slates were flying, impelled by the force of the 
flames, in all directionSy and many dead bodies were lying in the 
streets scattered, and some of them mutilated. This was my first 
time to heboid the work of destruction performed by man against 
his fellow man. I had not a heart to contemplate without sorrow 
such objects as met my eyes on every side — dearly purchased, 
thought I, is the glory that follows the taking and sacking of a 
town, though the act be even sanctioned by the laws of w^r. 

My mind occupied with reflections, such as the melancholy scenes 
before me had suggested, I ascended Vinegar Hill, wishing to turn 
my eyes from those sickening objects which none but persons divested 
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of all humanity could take pleasure in beholding. On the hill were 
assembled some thousaiids of People, inhabitants of that part of tlie 
county, north and north-east of Enniscorthy, many of whom bore evi- 
dent marks of the dangers they had encountered in the two preceding 
^ays — ^some recounted the actions they had performed against the 
enemy, and showed wounds that proved them not destitute of cou- 
rage ; others mourned their children, brothers, relatives and friends, 
who fell in the late engagements, or who had suffered death pre- 
viously by torture. More exclaimed that they were left without a 
house or homo, their houses and property having been consumed 
by the orange yeomanry. Few of tlie assembled multitude omit- 
ted to detail their sufferings, and as there existed a strong incentive 
to aggravate those sufferings, there deing so many powerful recom- 
mendations to the pity of the people, it is not improbable but 
they were in some cases exaggerated. I soon found my situation 
among the people rather perilous ; how indeed could it be reasona- 
ble under suich strong excitations to fury and revenge, anil owning 
no obedience to any eoutrolitng power, to expect that they would 
stop to listen to the sober advice of a stranger. Their passions 
could not then be soothed, nor their anger appeased. I had very 
few acquaintances in that 'part of the county from which those 
people came, yet I expostulated with them on the impropriety of 
their indulging in a spirit of revenge ; that their future safety 
was now to be cunsulted and provided fur; that they were placed 
in a new situation ; that their actions should be deliberate if they 
hoped for uhimatc success; and that as persons of every religious 
persuasion were embarked with them in a common cause, they 
should be particularly careful to abstain from any acts of violence 
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that would giro their proceedings the character of a rerigious war, 
and ther ehy alienate men from their cause, who would otherwise 
be found among their most strenuous supjiorters. The result of my 
interference soon convinced me how futile is the task of attempting 
to subdue the disorderly passions of an enraged multitude, more 
especially if they have the power to gratify them. Some, as I before 
stated, mentioned the sufferings of their friends, and their own. 
Others told of the destruction of their property, and many showed 
their still fresh bleeding wounds^ and would ask me with derision, 
were they to suffer all this and more, and yet to feel neither an- 
ger nor a desire for retaliation. 

Finding I was likely to make few converts to my opinion, and 
that I was endangering my ow6 safety, I thought it prudent to 
return immediately to the town of Enniscorthy« I determined from 
thence to return home, heartily tired of the scenes I bad that 
morning beheld. 

The people were divided into parties and cabals, each, pur-, 
suing a different interest, and urging that the neighbourhood 
from which they came was in the most immediate danger, and d^. 
manded the most prompt assistance and protection-— others al- 
ledged, that the actions they bad already performed should not be 
disregarded, and insisted that the work of destruction was rapidly . 
going on in their district, and That the next military post to such 
places as were most exposed and harrassed by the enemy, should 
be attacked first. All now was disorder and confusion, and a 
few hours was likely to end this local Insurrection, which never 
had b«en matured by previous organization, or settled plans, but 
had its origin in the great principle of self-preservation, 

I was thus taught, by sympathy, to join in the overthrow of 
that system of torture, which, if much longer persisted in, would 
have turned this populous county into a desart 

The appearance of Messrs. Edward Fitzgerald, of Newpark^ 
and John Colclough, of Ballyteague, who arrived from Wexford 
in this moment of anarchy, gave a new turn to affairs, and fixed 
the unsettled resolves of tho multitude. These gentlemen had 
been for some days confined in the gaol of Wexford, under, 1 be- 
lieve, a bare suspicion of being connected vHith the United Irish 
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system^ and were now liberated, and requested to go to the In* 
surgent camp, to use llieir influence with the people to disperse 
and give up their arms. Their coming had not, however, the 
effect calculated upon by those wh^ sent them, and theiir remon^- 
stirances had no influence on those who had already taken a promi* 
nent part in the last two day's campaign, who now declared that 
they had nothing to hope if a dispersion took place, as there was 
no security for the people, but in that strength which they had ac- 
quired by their union. They then freely gave up their former 
dissensions, and determined to march on without delay to Wexford* 
This was the day on which John Gill suffered death on Vinegar Hill, 
as appeared in evidence on my trial, and which has been related 
by Sir Richard Musgrave, in his lying history of the Irish Re- 
bellions. The minutes of the Court Martial held on me afford, the 
most satisfactory proof, that I neither wa^ present at that melan- 
choly outrage, jior was I in the roost remote, degree instrumental 
in procuring the|said Gill to be put to death. My conduct through- 
out the Insurrection, as it was proved on the Court Martial, was 
that of one not actuated by feelings of cold and calculating huma- 
nity, and must convince every unbiased mind that the charge was 
nost malicious and is utterly unfounded. 

The people who occupied Vinegar Hill this day, as I have before 
stated, were, with very few exceptions, strangers to me, and the 
victories they bad achieved, and the sufferings they had undergone, 
gave them an ascendancy to which the people from my neighbour- 
hood could have no possible claim nor pretension. My first recep- 
tion on the hill was but little flattering to my young mind ; taunted 
with having as yet done nothing to entitle me to counsel or admon- 
ish those who had already ventured their lives for me and others. 
It was base and cruel for my prosecutors to implicate me in acts, 
which my heart abhorred, and to prevent which my very 
best exertions had been directed* But Sir R. Musgrave had a 
part to &ct — ^his foul slanders were commodities in great demand 
during that season of political delirium, and the more gross and 
incredible were his falsehoods, the greater were ihe profits he ob- 
tained and the favours conferred on the titled slanderer. 

The people were now rapidly augmenting and soon resolved to 
march to Wexford. I joined them in the town of Enniscorthy, and 
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we proceeded to the Three Rocks, within abont three miles of 
Wexiord town, where we encamped for that night. The night 
Terj dark, and it was curious to hear the stragglers, or such 
bad separated from their respective bodies calling each other aloud 
by the naines of their different baronies. Those calls in the still* 
iiessof a very calmsummer^s sight, must have been distinctly 
lieard by the out-posts of the Garrison in Wexford, and from the 
males of so many baronies being incessantly repeated, the enemy 
WM, 90 doubt, impressed with a strong notion of our having a 
greater mnnerical force than we really had, and they must have 
lelt deep and powerful anxiety for the issue of the next day*s ex* 
pected ailtack. 



CHAP. VI. 

Deftai of the Meaih Militia at the Three Rock Mountain. — 
Capture of an Officer^ several men, and two pieces of Cannon, 
with their Ammunition Waggon. Negotiation for the surrender 
of fVexford, Occupation of Wexford hy the Insurgents. 

Early -on the following morning an account was brought to our 
camp, that a body of the King's troops were near us, on their 
march from Duncannon Fort to Wexford ; on hearing this I felt 
mixious that our disordered state should not expose us to surprise, 
and I eagerly enquired who was to take the command, I went 
vp to Mr. Edward Roache, who appeared in the uniform of (Zap- 
fain Lefaunt*s Yeomen Cavalry, to which he had belonged, and 
who seemed very active as if he had a leading command. He 
and I were not acquainted, however, I asked him, as the enemy 
were approaching, should not preparations be made to meet ihcm, 
and if he had the command ought he not to give the necessary in- 
structions for so doing ? He at once declared that he bad no 
command, cUid that I must apply to some other person who might 
be invested with authority. I then applied to both Mr. John 
Hay and Mr. Edward Fitzgerald, and received similar answers 
from them. I found all disinclined to assume aulliority, or avow 
their rank, if Ihey had then been inve^sted with any. 

Those gentlemen were not deficient in courage as they afterwards 
proved. Some of my neighbours proposed that *• 1 should go for- 
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ward with them, that as the people from the north side of the Sla- 
ney boasted, and justly, of their hating achieved two signal vie 
tories, while we were safe and inactive, it was incumbent oo us 
to neutralize their reproaches, and by oar readiness to face dan. 
ger in the* present instance, to prove our zeal in the coramoii 
cause." This appeal made in so feeling and forcible a manner 
by those brave fellows, who had never before encountered an ene- 
my more formidable than those they usually met in a country fair, 
could not be resisted by the most luke^warm amongst us. I then 
proposed to that afterwards distinguished hero, John Kelly, «f 
Killan, to Mr* Robert Carty, then of Birch-grove, now of 
Wexford, and to a deeply lamented friend of mine, Mr« Michael 
Furlong, of Templescobey, to join in volunteering our servicesy 
with our neighbours, to meet the approaching enemy* This pro- 
posal was promptly acceded to by every one of them, and soon af- 
ter a party oC the Meath Militia, consisting of 70 men, with three 
<^cers, sixteen artillery men, and two howitzers, appeared in 
sight. We snilcred them to advance very close to our position*— • 
We theo rushed on them with more of irresistible impetuositjr 
than military skill. The contest held but ten or fifteen minutes, 
for after firing a few rounds they were overpowered, the eutini 
party being either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners, with the 
exception, as I afterwards learned, of one officer and 4 or five pri-* 
vates, who retreated to Duncannon Fort ; one of the party, named 
Byrne, fied through the country a distance of about 12 miles, and 
arrived safe, as Providence would have it, at my father's house, 
where he was kindly treated for nearly the whole time of the lo. 
surrection, and until he determined to return to his regiment. 

There was also at my father*s a Protestant lad, who had been 
a servant to Jolm Gill, so often before mentioned ; his name was 
Crowley, and he subsequently joined a Yeomanry Corps in Ennis- 
corthy. There were other Protestants also protected at my fa« 
ther*s house daring that unhappy period, and many others sup- 
plied with provisions by the family. My father, though veryjiji, 
was quite solicitous fur the safety and comfort of his Protestant in- 
mates. 

The officer and privates of the Meath Militia, who had escaped, 
joined General Fawcet at Taghmon, previous to his final retreat 
upon Duncannon Fort. Hearing of the defeat of the Meath Mili- 
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tia, be tnored with a much quicker pace back to Duncaimon (bai» 
be advanced. As I approached the Officer of the Meath Militia who 
fell into our bands when the firing ceased, he was in the act of de- 
livering his sword to a lad about 18 years of age, John Brien, 
of Templescobey, which poor Brien immediately presented to me» 
saying, ** that he had nothing to do with the likes o/her^ as a Pike 
would answer him much better.** I declined taking the sword 
from this rough young hero until be repeatedly pre^^sed me. Licu« 
tenant Wade threw himself on my protection, and I conducted him 
^up the bill to our camp, where I got bim sonl^ refreshment, and 
on giving him every assurance of his safety, he soon recovered 
from the agitatkm which he naturally evince<l in such circum- 
stances, and I took every possible care of him until I saw him 
safely lodged in Wexfiurd Barracks. Of the part I had in this tri* 
fiing action, I shall say no more than that I received the thaaks 
of a very general meeting of the principal inhabitants of Wexibrd 
on the folJowing night, on which occasion the celebrated Captain 
Kew presided. Candour and justice, however, demand that I 
should acknowledge those Uianks were at least as well if not more 
properly due to the gentlemen whom I have before stated to iiave 
accompanied me, and to the bold peasantry of our respective 
neighbourhoods^ all brave men of the Barony of Bantry. One 
elderly labouring man, named Jas. Lark in, of Money bore, and two 
of his 'sons, deserve to be particularly mentioned; they were all 
womaded) yet they returned from the contest equipped each with 
a musket and cartouche •box, taken from the bgnds of their defeat* 
ed opponents. 

In a short time after this affair happened, nearly the whole gar- 
rison of Wexford, consisting of more than one thousand men» 
composed of regulars, militia, and yeomanry, under the command 
of Colonel Watson, a retired officer who resided in that county, to 
whom it is said Colonel Maxwell, of the Donegal militia, gave the 
command, as being a man of more experience than himself, march- 
ed out to attack us. Being apprised that they were coming, and 
dreading to entrust the howitzers to the arlVllery-men lately taken, 
I picked out an old soldier from our own ranks, whom I got to 
plant one of our howitzers in a favourable position to cover the 
road by which the enemy were to approach. Soon as they appear- 
ed a sliot was immediately discharged from the howitzer at Colo- 
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nel Waf son, who was in advance, and he was seen to fall ; whe- 
ther he was killed by this shot, or by a shot from a long gun fired 
by one of our men at the foot of the hill, I cannot say ; but it had 
this powerful BfTect, that the whole body fled with the greatest 
precipitation back to Wexford in the utmost terror and dismay, 
equalled only by that which the inhabitants felt immediately pre- 
vious under their tyranny. They had now to implore mercy and 
protection from people, who dare not a few hours before ap- 
proach them. 

The ^thusiasm of the people was now raised to the highest 
pitch. Some of the authorities of the town who were more com- 
posed than the fugitives as not being out to share in the flight, agreed 
to send out two deputies in all haste, to treat for the surrender and 
evacuation of the town by the king^s troops. Counsellor Thomas 
Richardi^ and his broths, Mr, Loftus Richards, both of Wexford, 
w&re deputed to come out. These were Protestant gentlemen of res- 
pectable character, family, and connexions, and of liberal principles, 
who had no fears about meeting the people. They brought a letter 
from Mr. Bagenai Harvey, who had been a prisoner some days in 
Wexford gaol, he having been arrested at the same time with Mr. 
Edward Fitzgerald and Mr. John Colclough before named. — 
Mr. Harvey, who had been several days in the utmost terror 
for his own safety, now became the merciful protector of his 
deadliest enemies. Such is the instability of human affairs.-— 
Dearly did his kindness cost him afterwards ; he allowed tyrants 
to escape, (as 1 certainly would have done mysjelf,) but those very 
tyrants shewed him but little mercy, when he fell by the fortuns 
of war once more into their hands. 

On the Messrs. Richards coming out, thejr were well received, 
and Mr. Edward Fitzgerald immediately went in, accompanied by 
Counsellor Richards, to see the terms fulfilled, while Mr. Loftus 
Richards remained under my care. The embassy was got up 
merely to gain time for the Garrison to fly without our knowledge, 
so as to l>e out of our reach before we understood or discovered 
the ruse which had been practised. 

Mr. Hay gives a faithful account of the proceedings on this oc- 
casion as he does of those throughout the Insurrection, considering 
the difficulties he had to contend with in colWcting information^ 

D 
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and the danger of taking up his work at so early a period after 
the Tnsurrection-^his country owed him a deep debt of gratitude 
for the undertaking, as well as for his constant and laborious ex* 
ertions in seeking, for many years, the Emancipation of his TeU 
low^Catholics; and, after all, he was allowed to die in misery and 
want, forgotten and neglected. What a lesson does not poor 
Hay *8 fate leave to others, how they shall devote their energies, 
their property, their health and peace of mind to the service of 
an ungrateful country. Never was there a more faithful servant 
to the public during his many years* secretaryship to the €&« 
tfaolic body. 

An account having arrived at our camp, that the Ktng*s Troops 
and Yeontanry had fled from Wexford, accompanied by the ma- 
jority of the persecuting magistrates of the county, and other as* 
cendancy men, to the Barony of Forth, on their way toDuncannon 
Fort, Mr. John Hay^ brother to the historian before mentioned, 
propose^ to send a detachment from our camp, to btercept them 
.between Wexford and the scar at Barrystown, where they should 
pass, on their way toDuncannon Fort. He was not supported in 
bis proposition, which, if adopted, would have been likely to free 
.the county from those tjrrants, who, both before and after, contri* 
buted to deluge it with the blood of its worthiest natives. Even 
.in their flight those bad men persevered in the same abominable 
system which they had originated. They shot many defenceless 
people ; burned farmers* and peasants* houses, and several Ro* 
roan Catholic Chapels. Shortly after we heard of their flight, we 
marched to the Windmill Hills, just outside the town of Wexford, 
several of the leaders having hastily proceeded to the town, to 
prevent, as noiuch as possible, any injury being done to persons 
' or property. The joy and enthusiasm of the inhabitants, as we 
passed through the town, was indescribable. The sudden tran« 
' sitionfrom a state of dreadful incertitude, and of nearly general 
proscription, when their lives were every moment menaced, and 
exposed to the arbitrary will of every informer or petty tyrant, to 
an unexpected state of security, was too much for the most mode** 
rate people to enjoy, without shewing some outward signs of exul- 
tation. Green flags, handkerchiefs, or branches of trees were ex« 
hibited at the windows of almost every house, and many respect- 
able females were preparing cockades of the same favourite colour 



25 

for their friends. On the evening of that day as I was passbg through 
that part of the town called the Bull Ring, I perceived Mr. Va- 
lentine Gill, my early guardian, before mentioned, on his hands 
and knees, surrounded by a crowd, armed with various weapons, ^ 
each contending for the honour, as they deemed it, of being his 
executioner— -while many w^e thus vehement in th6ir desire of get. 
ting the first blow or shot at him, I advanced, and he having ob- . 
served me, when looking up &r mercy to those who did not seem 
to think him an object deserving of it, he cried aloud, <*here is 
a gentleman tbtt will vouch that I am a Roman Catholic, and an 
United Irishman." I saw there wa9 no time to be lost in saving a 
life, although it was the life of a designing and treacherous 
foe, and | rush^cl into the crowd, and replied, that { would vouch 
for the truth of those assertions, but strengtii, resolution, and the 
most hazardous e^Kortions wer^, however, necessary in my attempt 
to save his life* I pushed several men away from him by force, and 
put my arms over him, eryuig out for mercy. |n this struggle, a 
pistol was discha^ed by one of the people at him, which he and I 
providentially esi^aped ; for by th0 position in which I was placed 
with regard to him, my life was a^ore ihaJi equally endangered by 
finy attack on his. The ball from the pistol passed under [my arm 
juid lodged in the ground. The people were greatly enraged, and 
fione of my friends or acquaintances with nie, which added much 
to the peril of my situation. Between threats and force, and very 
great risque tp n^yself, | succeeded in resciung Gill from|immediate 
^eath, atfd placing him in tl^e ho.use of fi(r. Christopher Richards, 
where I understood his wife, the daughter of his brother, John 
Gill, and other friends of bis were residing. He immediately af« 
terwards jqined the people, and was very serviceable to us in pia« 
naging our little artillery— ra department on which we had not as 
yet bestowed much attention, tl^ough it vfaa so. ne^ssary to the 
l^dvancement of our cause. 

This Mr. Gill was one qf the n%any who fhrmly adhered to the In« 
liurgents as long as fortune seemed to favour them ; and after the 
Insurrection Vas put down, he was frequently heard lo express 
his unmeasured grs^titude to me, fer preserving his life; but when 
again he found his party and friends^completely restored to power, 
his rancour returned. In the hour of his danger I forgot the. du- 
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plicity of his former conduct, yet there was a kind of virulence in 
hh ingratitude and baseness, as it affected me, that for the honour 
of human nature^ I am proud to say, rarely occurs amongst men, 
and I hope will never again be imitated. He swore on my trial 
that my interposition in his favour at Wexford, was owing to his 
producing to me a Protection from a certain leader in our body, 
which he considered alone influenced my conduct, in order to main- 
tain discipline, and enforce the obedience of the people to the in« 
structions of their commanders. This allegation was utterly un- 
founded. 

I have already related with the strictest adherence to truth, the 
conduct of this ungrateful man, who laboured hard for my des- 
truction, by marshalling and training evidences against me — to 
swear that I was privy to the murder of his brother, John Gill, 
a man for whom I entertained a high regard. If I had been privy 
to the murder of John, it was not likely that his brother would have 
called upon me at Wexford to protect his life at the hazard of my 
own. The danger I encountered on the following day, in protect- 
ing Mr. John Hogan, a respectable Protestant gentleman of Wex- 
ford, was equally great or perhaps greater. He was surrounded 
as Gill had been ; I had merely known hin^ by sight, for a very 
short time, yet seeing. his imminent danger, I rushed immediately 
into the crowd, and buffeted about, for some time, the persons who 
surrounded him, until I rescued and pushed him with great ditli- 
culty into his own house, which was quite convenient to the place 
where I rescued him^ Recovered from the surprise which my 
.boldness created, the party all discovering that I was a stranger, 
jcried out, I was an Orangeman. They seized upon me and forced 
xae against a wall to be shot, and they would soon have effected 
4heir murderous design, had not a stronger party of my own 
neighbours providentially came in sight, to whom I loudly called 
for relief. The wretches who surrounded me fled and were inef- 
fectually pursued by my friends through a good part of the town. 

, For the accuracy of this statement, I refer to the copy of Mr, 
Hogan*s letter, as follows : — 

Cheltenham, 2lst April, 182C. 
Dbar Sir, 
For the last month I have had a severe attack of gout in my 
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hanci, which rendered it unable to do any thing, and this is the 
first attempt I have made since the receipt of your letter of the 26th 
ultimo. In reply to which I have to regret that twenty-eight years 
should now efface from my memory the particular efforts of speech 
kindly used by you for my release from a party of the rebels, who had 
made me a prisoner near my own house, on the day they first en- 
tered the town of Wexford. The party were all strangers to me, 
and were in the act of dragging me along with them, when I saw 
you coming up from the Bull-ring, I did not know yon except by 
name, which I had only learned, by hearing it at the late Assizes, 
where we happened to be near each other* I immediately called 
out to you to assist me. You were not deaf to that call, but imme- 
diately came to my relief. The party not knowing you, refused to. 
let me go, but on some others coming forwerd, who did know 
you, I was released, and immediately rushed into my own house, 
where I remained until next morning, when I was again taken 
prisoner, and brought to gaol, where I remained until relieved by 
the return of the Army to Wexford. I am aware, that rather an* 
jgry words passed between yon and the party who would wish to 
hold me, but I cannot bring them to memory ; but I know you 
persevered until you got me free— and that kindness and huma- 
nity induced you to do so, for I had no claims of friendship to 
make you interfere ; besides, you were fully aware of my being 
a Protestant, and in a yeomanry corps. 1 shall therefore feel my- 
self bound at all times to declare, that your conduct was then 
such as I should attribute to a bold and generous heart, disinte- 
restedly doing as he would wish to be done by. I hope to return 
to Wexford in less than a fortnight, where, perhaps, you might 
refresh my memory, as to the particulars of that day. 

I am, with much respect. 

Your Obliged, &c. 

JOHN H. HOGAW. 
THOMAS CLONE Y, Esq. 

Graig. 

Mr. Thomas Rogers, a Watch-maker, of Enniscorthy, and a 
respectable Protestant, was placed in an- equally perilous situation 
as the other gentleman, on the following day, when fortunately i 
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came in sight, and was called on to ioterfere, and with great risque 
and difficulty, I thank my God, I also succeeded in saving him; 
his evidence on my trial proved his gratitude. What must appear 
most extraordinarj is, that at this time, I was strongly censured 
lx)th by P^testants and Catholics in command amongst us, for 
Bsy too frequent interference and exertions in liberating prisoners. 

This appears in the evidence of Mrs. Lett, on my trial, for 
which see Appendix. That I did successfully interfere in saving 
the liTes of my Protestant countrymen, appears also by Mr^ 
Biirlutt*8 letter^ a ci^y oi which iidlows :•-<- 

Enaiuorthy^ \Jth February » 16S6, 

Dear Sib, 

hi justice to my ^wn fedi^igs, 1 h^ to say^ that a day or two 
after I was made prisoner, in the Rebellion of *98, and confined in 
Wexford gaol, I and theother prisoners were ordered to the gaoU 
yard, where moist of us thought we would be put to death, and 
jkelieve, that through your kind interference we escaped, and have 
every reason to think, that you acted with humanity and kindnesa 
dttfing the time thb unhappy business lasted. 

lam, dear Sir, 

Tout's truly, 

R. BURKITT, 

To Tbos. Cloney, Esq. 

Graig. 

This gentleman was a reputable Apothecary and Surgeon ii| 
Enaiscorthy, and sometime an Assistant Surgeon in tfa^ Army. 



Atkin, afterwards better known by the name of Major Sirr, 
offered to prove that, on the prisoners having been brought out 
from the gaol to the gaol-yard in Wexford, on the day or second 
day after the town surrendered to the people, to be examined by 
Mr. Harvey and other leaders, many Protestant yeomen from £n- 
niscorthy, among whom was Mr. Lett, appealed to me for a cha- 
racter, and that on my speaking in their favour, I was openly re- 
buked and threatened by a person then very influential amongst 
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the people, by whom it was alkdged that it was well known I was 
not an United Irishman, and that therefore my officious interfere 
ence should be put an end to for the future. This offer, thougfti 
likely to be of material service to me on my trial, I thoug^ht it 
prudent to decline — I dreaded the man, and yet, not like Gill, 
wicked as Atkin was, he never totally divested himself of grati-* 
tude towards those who served him. His gratitude to ^1 disUn« 
guished patriot and hero, John Kossiter, of Garry william, spoke 
well for the wretched Atkin, as he had the power and the will to 
{NTotect Rossiter, who protected him« 

Great as the disorder was occasionally by parties rushing into 
Wexford to seek for some of those little tyrants who had recentljr 
persecuted their friends, there was but very little plunder of pro- 
perty committed. The females that remained in Wexfbrd when 
it was taken possession of by the Insurgents, did not experience 
the slightest insult or injury* 

On Thursday, the dOth of May, a considerable body mardied 
out from Wexford for the hill of Carrigbum, encamping that night 
near Taghmon. Another division marched to and formed an ea« 
campment at Carrigrue, from whence on their march to Oorey,oa 
the 4th of June, they met and defeated Colonel Walpole with % 
strong force, killed many, made several prisoners, and took three 
pieces of cannon. No vidette was out Irom either army, and the 
collision was so sudden, that the mass of Colonel Walpole^s force 
received such a shock, as disabled them from1)earing their arms 
with them in a most precipitate flight. General Loftus came up witk 
15(K) men soon after, but on advancing to Gorey, the cannon taken 
froln Walpole was turned on him, and caused him to fall back en 
Camolin. Gorey was evacuated, and so was Arkk>w wttbout 
and the approach to the Capital left thus exposed. 

A Commander-in-Chief not having as yet been appointed, I 
waited to learn on whom that high rank andhonour Would devolve. 
The cabals and jealousies which arose in the discussion of this ques- 
tion, omened badly for out future prosperity. The lot, however, 
fell on Mr. Bagenal Harvey, a most liberal and patriotic Protes- 
tant gentleman—- a man of rank and most respectable family. — 
He was distinguished tor benevolence in every walk of life. 
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and possessing an hereditary estate of about 2000 pounds a 
year, free, I believe, from incumbrance. Yet his ignorance 
of military affairs, with a weak frame and delicate constitu- 
tion, rendered him unfit for so arduous and perilous a situation. 
He was certainly worthy of unlimited confidence as to integrity 
and zeal. He risqued his lile and his fine fortune in the cause of 
his country, and severed himself for ever from a high connexion, 
to attach himself to the destinies of an enslaved and persecuted 
people, the vast majority of whom were of a different persuasion 
from his own, and with very faint prospects of success. To his 
memory there is due from his country every tribute of gratitude 
and respect, for his pvecious life paid the forfeit of his generoua 
and patriotic ardour in his country's cause» 



CHAP. VI. 

Murder of a farmer^ near the camp, by the Yeomanry, Burn-* 
ing of the Church qf Old Ross. Insurgents encamp at Corbet 
HilL 

On the first of June, I left Wexford, passing by Moneyhore, 
to see my father and aisters, and spent one of the happiest 
nights of my life in their society, for the fears, dangers, and un- 
certainties attending our short separation, had greatly encreased 
the pleasure of our meeting. I proceeded early the next day to 
the camp at Carfigburn, where Mr. Harvey had previously ar- 
rived as commander-in-chief. I had not been long in the camp 
when it was announced to me by a man, whom the swiftness o> 
his horse had just saved from immediate death, that a party of 
Yeomen Cavalry reconnoitering our camp,, or excited by a ]ov& 
of plunder, had fallen in with himself and another man, whc 
were riding peaceably and unarmed near Old Ross; that these Yeo"^ 
men Cavalry pursued them, and on coming up to his companion^ 
had butchered him on the high road ; while the other, more for« 
tunate, being better moirated, had escaped the swords of those Vr^ 
torian assassins, and brought the distressing intelligence to tht 
camp. I immediately proceeded to a house where Mr. Harvey 
had fixed his head quarters, and communicated the matter to him ; 
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ke ami all those about hiift folt the strongest indigDatioii, and he at 
once decided on dispatching a strong fsitty ot hofse to intercept 
the murderers on their return to Ross. He applied to two differ- 
ent gentlemep present, frbm whom he seemed to expect much, to 
head this party, but in disregard o£ military discipline they de- 
dined* H^ then asked me would I take die command of a party, 
when I signified my willingness to do so, and he gave roe an or- 
der to sdect fifty of my choice horseuien, Which I hastily did, and 
are set oiit with great anxiety^ hoping to be at Old Rosa beibre the 
return sif the niaiuraders; who had continued their predatory route 
through the country, elate with their disgraceful victory over an 
unarmed and an unoffending individual. They, however, observ- 
fng us desizendhig from the hill of Catrigbum, had recourse to 
a precipitate flight, and our eagerness in pursuit was such, that 
the flying party had but a very few perches advance of us at the 
cross roads of Old Ross, We did not abate in the ardour of piir« 
siiit until we arrived within a short distance of New Ross. While 
we wete tfaiis pursuing the guilty fugitives, the Church of Old 
Ross was set fire to by some stragglers who followed us from our 
Catiip, without the knowledge of any of our party ; for when wo 
were returning the roof was falling in. I am vei^ far from palli- 
ating or defendifig this shameful and atrocious act. To set fire to 
any Temple in which public worship is performed, is an act ab- 
liorrent to the feelings of genuine Christians, of every sect and 
party. But it is unreasonable to expect that uneducated men, 
will not in a moment of passion, look on it as their right to do that 
by others which has been done by themselves. The people who 
set fire to the church of Old Ross were incited to this wicked act 
on beholding the mangled body of an unprotected and defenceless 
neighbour, lying on the highway before them, steeped in his yet 
warm blood. They also might have recollected the many Roman 
Catholic Chapels which were wantonly consumed by the yeomanry. 
During, and immediately after the Insurrection, thirty^three 
Roman Catholic Chapels being burned in the county Wexford.. — 
Many pernicious examples the people had before them, and this 
was the only sacrilege which could be pleaded against them by 
their enemies. It is painful to observe that those excesses on the 
part of the people were provoked by previous atrocities committed 
either by a licentious soldiery, or by the still more wicked aiid 
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bi^otfcd tools of an oppressive magistracy. To such causes tnay b^ 
referred much of the human blood, and almost every sorrowtng 
tear that was shed in our ilUfated county, from tho month of May, 
1798, to the close of the Insurrertion. It is otAy repeating 
what no ono alfects to deny, that the Insurrection in Wexford owed 
its origin, not to any settled plan or organization, but to that in- 
stinct of self-preservation, which is common as well to the beasts 
of the wilderness as to the human race. If the laws had been ad-^ 
ministered with justice and moderation — if persontfl safety was 
not rendered more than precarious, the fathers of the light-hearted 
peasantry of Ireland would ibel more pleasure in acts of hospita« 
lity, or in being engaged in their much-loved customary rural 
amusements, than in being ranged under the standard of Insur-* 
rection, or destroying the lives which the kindness of their unpro- 
voked nature [would at any other time, and under any other cir- 
cumstancesy teach them to preserve* 

Sir Richard Mu^rave, in his veracious and elegant extracts, 
gravely asserts^ that I gave orders for the burning of the Protest- 
ant Church at Old Ross,^ but no such evidence appeared on my 
trial; however enraged ray accusers were, they never so entirely 
cast off every semblance of truth, as to advance such a groundless 
charge against me, which the testimony of nearly one hundred per- 
sons could fully contradict. Of this charge I received no notice 
previous to my trial. I wrote to Lord Ancram, who was ap- 
pointed President of the Court Martial that was to try me, and 16 
Sir James Fowles% his Lieutenant-Colonel, who bad been previ- 
ously appointed President, but who was taken ill, for a copy of 
the charges against me, and his Lordship politely replied, in bis 
own hand- writing, that no charge appeared but the one on 
which I was arrested, which charge was abandoned, when the 
trial commenced ; and that with regard to Gill, and the Church, 
were brought suddenly against me without any previous notice.—* 
I did not, however, for a moment decline boldly meeting the 
charges, so conscious was I of my own innocence. It is evident, 
however, that I could not be properly prepared, yet I sought no 
time for pr^aration. But these advantages and stratagems win 
not surprize those who recollect how Courts Martial were then con- 
stituted. 

(a.)— Th«R«T. Mr. Gordon, who had lived within mk miles of Old Ross, acquits me, 
in his History, of baring had any participation in directing Uus Church to be injured. 
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In die ooimty of Wexford^al Ihat period, the characters of their 
members, and the number and description of prosecutors who 
were paid and promoted in proportion to their zeal and activity 
in accomplishing the rain of snch as wwemarlced out for destruc- 
tion by their vimlent retainers, need no proof in this Narrative.—- 
To be charged with flagrant atrocities must, even with good men, 
greatly tend to leave an attHsvourable impression ; but when Judges, 
Jurors, and Prosecutors were but too deeply imbued with bigotry 
and political rancour against the accused; the repetition of such 
charges must have operated so far as to poison the fountain of jus- 
tice, and leave a man but little prospect of escape. The only house 
that was burned in the excursion to Old Ross, as it was proved on 
my trial, was that of the man who bad so wantonly murdered his 
neighbour immediately before. Until man shall become a perfect 
creature, without passions or feeling, we may always expect, if he 
has the power, to avenge murder— ^that he will not submit to see 
his neighbour slain without retaliation. On my coming back to 
Carrigbum, there was a discussion at Head Quarters about the 
time and manner in which the town of New Ross should be at- 
tacked. That evening and the following day were spent in mak« 
ing die necessary preparations for an assault, and in consulting 
about the position which it would he advantageous for us to oc- 
cupy on the night preceding. It was resolved, at a Council of 
War, that we shpuld advance by a circuitous route to Corbet Hill, 
within about a mile of the town, and on the following Monday wc 
arrived there and traced out the lines of our encampment. The 
spot chosen was not unfavourable^ and the men, preparing for the 
attack, were not destitute of courage^ They were capable of ef- 
fecting what might be considered impossible in the eyes of most 
military t^^ctlcians, had the prudence and skill of the leaders 
equalled the devotion and ardour of their followers. But candour 
obliges me to observe here, that ^elf-controul, a quality necessary 
to all men, but indispensable to those who may be entrusted with 
the command of others, was not among the pro^lioent virtues of 
the leaders assembled on this momentous occasion. Instead of 
spending the evening in concerting a plan of attack, or in training 
the men to iho observance of the few rude outlines of military 
movement which their previous contests had led thcnj to adopt, or 
of impres^iing on their minds the necessity of making one great ef- 
fort to take the town, and tlius opon a communication with Kil- 
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kenny Coiitit j, and the Province of Munst^y the nig^t waa spent 
in feasting;, and many of the Jeadeys found more attraction in Mr« 
Hurpby's good wines than in the discharge of thoap ardiions dur 
ties that appertained to tb^ir command. fUnM it be expected thai 
without a power to enforce obedience and inpnkale li|e necessity 
of discipline among the men, while the leaders themselves were 
showing a bad example, that that great mass of force which in 
other hands ^nd under wise Leaders, must have ensured success^ 
would not, in tl|e present instance) aa4 und^r si|cb iji^nagcrs, be^ 
come an unwieldy machine. 



CHAP. VIL 

The town of New Ros$ summoned to papitulate by the Cou^ 
manderM^Chie/oftke Jriih armtf. Mr. Furlongs the Heiralttp 
fired on by the oui^posts and killed. Lord Mountjoy killed.-^ 
The strong position at the Three Buikt Gate take^ /ram the 
King^s troops, dtte^k o^ the town, and desperate confiicf oj 
twelve hours, whisk ended m the defeat of General Johnson.^-* 
He retreats into the county Kilkenny. 

After a short debate, early on the 5th of June, it yirs^ resolved th^ 
a Herald should be dispatched at the break of day, to rjTew Ross^ 
requiring the immediate surrender of t]ie tiiwn. Some gentlemen 
who acted a« Aids-du-campto General Harvey, and who, from their 
elevated, or natural turn of mind, had assumeij much greater con^ 
sequence and authority than their companions in arms, were suc- 
cessively called upon in vain, to undertake tbis dangerous mis- 
sion. There was, however, one exception among the dissentients, 
Mr. Matthew Furlong, of Raheen, near Old Ross, who was also 
an Aid-de-camp, consented to be the bearer of (general Harvey's 
summons. For courage, and devotion to the causo^of his country, 
he was exceeded by none ; in humility, unassuming manners and 
Ikindness of disposition, few were his equal. Receiving his Ge- 
neral's commands, he advanced to the nearest out-post of the 
King's troops, without fear or trepidation, and on announcing his 
mission, his body was instantly perforated by the bullets of an in- 
human soldiery. 
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The folfewing is a copy of General Harvcy^s Sumiiions to Uic 
Ponmaiideff of the King's forces to surreader the town :— 

Sir— As a friend to humanity, I reqnest yoa will surrender the 
town of Ross to the Wexford forces now assembled. Your resist- 
fLhce win but proToke rapkie and founder, to the ruin of the most 
innocent. Fhisbed witi^ victory, the Wexford Ibrces, nTW innanM>. 
rable and irresistible, will not be contronled if they meet with any 
resistance ; to preredt, therefore, the total rain of all property in 
the town, I urge ypu to a speedy surrender, which you will be 
forced to do in a few hours with loss and bloodshed, as you are 
surrounded on aU sides* Your answer is required in four hours* 
JHr. Furlong carries this letter and will bring the answer. 

I am, Sir, ke. &c. 

B. B. HARVEY^ 

Camp at Corbet Hill, 
Half-past 3 o'clock. Morning, June 5, 1709. 

As so9n as Mr. Furlong's death was ni<ido known in our Camp, 
every bosom beat high with rage and indignation, and thirsted for 
iramediato revenge. Whatever may be the opinions of those who 
govern the people, about the expeiliency or lawfulness of putting 
Mr. Furlong to death, men whose minds are not perverted by 
false reasoning, will call It by no gentler name than murder* To 
slay any man in cold blood, however great an enemy, when he 
approaches on an embassy of peace, without the will to do, or the 
power of doing harm, was an act so transcendantly wicked, that it 
was only in Ireland it would have been perpetrated. The plan of 
attack was since allowed by good judges to have been judicious, 
i^nd would, if adhered to, have secured success to the assailants.— 
Thr^ quarters of the town were to be attacked at one and the 
same time, in order to divide the garrison, consisting of about two 
thousand troops of the line, Militia and Ycomaniy. 

The diflliculty of entering at any point had been much cncreascd, 
for as we were for some days expected, every preparation and 
every precautionary measure was, of course, adopted to ensure 
our defeat. Mr. Furlong's fall rendered the people so furious, that' 
they became alrhost unmanageable, and it was resolved to send the 
intrepid Colonel John Kelly forward with five hundred men, to 
drive in the out- posts of the. King's troops, wlio had occupied th« 
fields and ditches betifrcen our Camp and the town, as they had 
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aanoyed its towards the approacfa of day^ bj firing random shots 
into our Camp. A man who- sat near me on the ground^ 
yeeeivcd a ball through one of his thighs. lu a moment af- 
ter, jast as I had mounted my horse, the animal received a 
spent bell on the forehead and fdl under me, I got off him 
withcMit injurjy and on slapping him on the rump with my 
sword he started up, when on examining him I found the ball had 
Mcvely entered the skin, so that the horse waa only stunned for 
the moment, it however gave me a pretty good fcnretaste of what 
1 was to expect in the course of the day, Cok>nel Kelly had now 
advanced with five hundred men of his battalion of fiantry men, 
aoid I had orders, in casehe was^unable to drive back theout-posts^ 
to advance with five hundred men of my battalion of Bantry men 
to snppoit bim. The men of the barony of Bantry, which is by 
€i>r the largest in the county Wexford, were divided into two bat« 
taliei>% each consisting perhaps of about fifteen hundred men. 
The exact number could not be well stated ; it was sometimes more 
aod sometimes less ; things had not arrived at that state of discipline 
that would enable aae to be accurate m such matters. The com- 
mand of one had been given to Colonel Kelly^ and that of the 
ether tome. In case he succeeded, he was to await the advance 
•f the other divisions to their respective stations. To such a 
young hero as Kelly, and with such men as he commanded, no 
cbring was too great ; he but too succesfully performed his duty, 
lor having drove his opponents in full flight before him, the en« 
thusiasm of the main body could no longer be restrained ; they 
an poured down in one and the same direction, without order or 
controul. A remarkable instance of pure and patriotic feeling and 
affection occurred to me on approaching the town. Two tenants 
©f my fether's, who lived at Moneyhore, the one, Philip Lacey, 
3 valuable man of all works in the agricultural way ; the other, 
John Doogan, an ingenious smith, and a very intelligent roan, 
approached me, and put their arms about me with such feeling, 
that they could scarcely speak, and after an affectionate embrace, 
they said, "you are now going into battle, and we declare if you 
fall, we shall not survive to carry home the sad tidings to your 
father and sisters.*' Well did those true-hearted Irishmen redeem 
their pledge, for they both fell at tlic Three Bullet Gate, through 
which we all entered the town. How few instances of such fids- 



3T 

lify and attaobment do we meet ki the higher ranks of life— ^ii 
almost equalled the story of Damon and Pytheas, which is kept ia 
' remembrance for the admiration of posterity. One of our priaci<* 
pal leaders withdrew at this moment from bis post, and his exam* 
pie had a most injurious infiuenoej it. eocoara^c<l not only many of 
his own neighbours, but persons from all parties to consult thdr 
own safety as he did. 

Lord Monntjoy, who had advanced in ftroni of his regiment^ 
the county Dublin Militia, to remonstrate with the people, fell hy 
a rash hand, such as that which slew poor Furlong, and the im« 
mediate recollection of- the unprovoked butchery of t^e latter^ 
maybe supposed to have contributed powerfully to tho downfall 
of the former* The acts on both sides happened, however, with* 
out the sanction of p^Tsons in authority at either sides* Having 
advanced near the Three Bullet Gate, parties of the King^s troops 
still retained their positions at both sides of the road, and we wera 
exposed to a cross fire from both, while Colonel Kelly and his mea 
were endeavouring to force an entrance into the town. On the rjght 
of the road several of my men were placed under cover of a verj 
high ditch, from which they kept up a hot fire on those soldiers 
who were inside to the right of the gate, and in the »ere, cr «ii the 
walls of some burned cabins ; one soldier particularly distingui^Md 
himself by standing to the last on a wall, in a very exposed situa- 
tion, and firing at our men as they advanced. 

The heads of our party alone were exposed, and such was the 
coolness of the soldier, his intrepidity, and the correctness of his 
aim, that he actually scalped, in part, one man by my side^ 
by his shot taking off the skin and hair from the top of his fore- 
head. He also wounded a man at the other side Uy a shot, whick 
took the skin off one of his temples. A person close to mc, at 
length levelled at him and tumbled him by his shot, o\*er head and 
, heels from his post into the still smoking thatch of the burning 
cabin, on whose wall he had stood. I really regretted the fall of 
this brave soldier though an enemy. In about half-an-hour fha 
King's troops vere dislodged from the fields, and after an obsti^ 
nate resistance, driven back from the Gate, between which and 
the ditch there was an open space of a few perches, and through 
this space a party of soldiers still kept up a most tremendous lire. 
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haviDg passed it myself many others followed ; and in looking 
round me as 1 got clear of if, 1 saw three or four men (all^ of those 
. who were following me^ 

Cokmol Kelly now advanced to the Barracks, not iery far distant 
from the gate, where he received a shot in one of his thighs, 
ivhich disabled him, and deprived us of his services. This was a 
great loss to us at such a moment, as his men were greatly at« 
tached to him, and would have Ibllowed him throtigh any danger; 
Tlje Barrack was, however, s^n taken, and arms and aoRStf* 
nition obtained, which had been deposifed there« 

Any person who has seen the Three Bullet Gate of Ross, which 
was this day defended by a powerful military force, siupported by 
two six-pounders, will consider the carrying of it, so speedily* 
by an undisciplined, badly armed, and ungoTcrnable body of 
country peasants, as an achievement well worth preserving in our 
military annals. While v<re w^re thus engaged, a strong^ body of 
Cavalry came from the town by a lane in our rere, for the purpose 
of charging our detached wing. Many of our men who were re- 
treating, returned, and ^e, who were between this party of <our 
men and the Gate, faced about, and as the Cavalry were thus 
placed between the muskets and pikes of both detachments, Cor« 
net Dodwell and twcnty-eight of (he fifth Dragoons were slain in 
a few minutes, the businesi being done almost exclusively by our 
pikesmen. The fallen Dragoons were hastily stripped of their 
arms by a famous amazon among us, whose name was Doyle, and 
whom wo called the point of war ; she was busily assisting with 
a small billhook, cutting off the cross belts of the Dragoons, and 
supplying her friends with their cartouch boxes. Her father was 
a faggot cutter, who lived near Castleboro, and she seemed at- 
tached to the profession, as she was regularly furnished with the 
implements appertaining to it ; we now entered the town in triumph, 
and the main body of General Johnson*s army, after a resistance 
not so formidable as might have been expected from beloved 
champions of the Irish aseevidancy, fled before us over the bridge 
kito the county of Kilkenny, leaving a parJy of the Clare Militia 
at its other extremity, in a part called the Irishtown ; the main 
guard also remained at the marketrhouse, not far from the bridge. 
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Tim conduct of Johnson lA tttis occas^ waa ati4 is still to mo 
most iuexpHcable. If he uitended to evacuate tlie town altogether 
why he should not have remained to bring in his di^tached parties 
I cannot bonceive; but, I believe, be was so pani^ struck, that 
he had very liltk riKollebtilMt bf his fridnds on the octasiim. It 
was equally extniordinaj7 that, wbto wd loA dUUMgHd the maki 
body of the King's treepsi we did noi think of obtaining posaessioii 
of th^ two wedk piMiks atyi r^taiaed by our epponeots^ but all was 
lifsorder and toafiision$ And evidmit want of judgment t» the part 
bf onir CUefs» in not foltowing- up the advantages we hail already 
obtained. At Uiis moment a neighbour of mhie brought me my 
horse which he got into bis bsirb when we entered th^ iown. The 
horse was so debked out that I refused to hitve any thing to do 
with hini, not knowing that niy nmghbours w^re so amxious to 
compliment me, as they had furnished my steed with the saddle, 
bridle, and all the trappings of Lord Mountjoy's charger, who had 
fallen early in Ihe action ^ I bad, howevt^r^ no fancy ibr such 
ornaments, still they Were preserved for mo uptil the bslttle ended. 

After b<mig.$ome time in the tdwtl^ and fitiding our raaQ enter« 
ing houses^ toseekfbr liquor and refreshment, wefouidlil pru- 
dent to retite to the Thrive Bullet Gate, lest thid main body of the' 
King's troops might return and lake advantage of our confusiouu 
When we had remained seme time at the Gate, ilre mustered as 
good a force as po68il>le and entered the town again, by what is 
called the Broguesmakers* Lane, which leads down nearly on ^ 
line with the Church. To this spot we brought down one of the 
hgwitz^fi, taken at the Three Rocks^ with which jto fire on the 
main guardi but on gbing doWn some distance beyond the Churcli, 
we werd so warmly fired on from the houses^ that we w<^e oblige 
ed to retreat, after sending in vain to the Three Bullet Gate, to 
General Harvey for a rtiiaforcemenf, which he was not able tp 
supplyi 

It is evident that ouir Commanders and the King's officers were 
equally ignorant of the disposition or strength of the respective 
armies. There was no reconnoitering, no changes ot position, or 
great military skill displayed at either side, but two confused 
masses of men, struggling alternately tu drive the other back by 
force alone. Having fallen back io the Three Bullet Gate, it was 
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quite disheartening' to behold the smalHiess of oi^r numbers, yet 
the few who remained seemed to prefer death to the abandon- 
ment of a victory which, throughout the day, appeared to be 
within their grasp. It is almost incredible with what indifiiBfenee^ 
nay,, even cheerfulness^ many of the peasantry exhibited their 
UeediQg wounds, declaring they felt pride in having it known 
that they had bled in the cause of Irelwd. Several whose 
wounds were mortal, only inquirii^, in liieir last moments, ^ was 
victory oa our sid^," and being answered in the affirmative, they 
said then " they died happy.'* I proposed to Genera] Harvey 
that we should send a kind of forlorn hope through sofaie open 
fiields, called ^r«rA«fna slaanaigh^ to attack the dare Militia, 
which throughout the day ros^intained their position, as before 
stated, in the Irishtown, but we could not muster above ferty 
mco for that purpose. 

As we advanced to a gate-way, leading into the fields before 
mentioned, a religious enthusiast was placed on bis knees in the 
passage, holding a Crucifix in his haiids, and pressing every man 
as he passed him to kneel down and kiss it. Some men who 
advanced before me complied, although they were exposed to a very 
hot fire. I was not, however, anxious t» make any delay in such 
a warm spot, as my faith was not, as I believe^ so strong as that 
of this devotee. It is, however, an extraordinary fact, that he 
remained a considerable time in this dangerous position unhurt 
and unappalled. Our party advanced rapidly through the first 
field, but when I arrived at the ditch that separated us from the 
main body, I could not get a man to ascend it, 90 that we had to 
retreat with greater precipitation than we advanced, exposed to a 
most gidling fire, by which numbers of our -men were either killed 
or wounded. Here the contest ended, after about thirteen hours 
almost constant fighting, with considerable loss on both sides* 

The garrison which consisted of about two thousand men, of all 
arms, with several pieces of cannon, were opposed by not much 
mpre than three thousand of our inen, who were engaged after the 
first two hours in the morning. The loss on either side never could 
be accurately ascertained, but was supposed to have been about 
three hundred killed on each side, and about ^ve hundred on each 
side wounded, including John Kelly, who was disabled early in the 
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actioD. We lost a valuable Officer in Mr. John Box well, of Sars- 
hilV a Pfotefltant gentlemaB of great reepectabilUy, high charac- 
ter, and uadottbted courage— he was killed early in the day ; 
among the many other OiRcers who particularly distinguished 
themselves, were Mr. Harry Hughes, of Ballytrent, and Mr. 
Walter Devereux, of Ballybrittas, who was afterwards most un- 
jnstiy executed in Cork for an alledged crime quite abhorrent to his 
nature, i&t he was as knt^aae as he was brave ; Mr. John Deve- 
reux, of Tagbroon, then a mere lad, nnce better known by the 
title of General Devereox, whose conduct was truly heroic, Mr. 
Michael Furlong, of Templescobey, who, as I bef<Nre stated to 
have distingtttshed himself at the Three Rocks, was not deterred 
by the early fall of his lamented brother, Mr. Matthew Furlong, 
from taking a distinguished part in the contest. I must here 
mention, as «ue c^ the curious movements of the day, that about 
balf-a-doz^n respectaWe persons of t}iat cku» termed middle-men, 
and jolly old topers, who were at all , times fitter to be counted 
among the votaries of Bacchus than those of Mars ; early in the 
day had a cask of Port Wine conv^y^d dQW|i frpm Corbet Hill to 
a well-protected spot under tlie shelter of a very high ditch, and 
within a very short distance of the town. Here they commenced 
operations with great zeal ^d ardour. After taking a few bum* 
pers out of woodden naggins, (the vessels generally yscd by our 
peasantry) they occasionally advanced iii warlike array to the 
Three Bullet Gate, first ascertaining that the contest was going 
on at a g<Md distance. And her^ they inquired, with gravity and 
becoming authority, ** how the day was going ?*• Evincing their 
zeal by asking ** how goes the day boys," they regularly return- 
ed to the Wine Cask with seeming indifference to the fate of Ire- 
land, now in the balance, for it must be allowed, thdt on our suc« 
cess or failure that day the future connexion of this country with 
England in a great degree depended. If we had succeeded, the 
way was open to Waferford and Duncannon Fort, both would 
have been hastily evacuated, and the Province of^Munster at once 
in arms. ' 

Before I lake leave of the details of this day^s operations, I 
must not forget to make honorable mention of the female faggot- 
cutter, the gallant point of war. Miss Doyle. When I was pre- 
paring to mount my horse at the Three Bullet Gale ia the even*. 
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log, in a v^ry Heispotidtng sta(^ indeed, in company whh bar Cum. 
manderrin-Cliief, the poiot of war c^me up to tne and asked 
** could I think of going and leaving our 4ear little ciumoa behiad, 
which hud cost us the lives of auiqe heroes to obtain ?** Slie aU 
laded to q»Q of the howits^s ti^ken by tm sH tfaq ThfeQ Raoks. { 
aiiswered tl^s^t \ did not see a sufiicieat tiomber of meo wilbia 
reach to coqyey it away, ** Well/^ said the aiiiaM»| ^eatiiig her^ 
self on it], M hcire shall | ren^^io to l^e si^ot soqner tlmi kiafct k bc^ 
hbd, and et^trns^i sl^atne he to you if you do not pcoeure me assist* 
ance to carry it away«'* > It may Appear incredible that al thiit 
moment I could see but four or five men within a call» and 1 pre- 
vailed on three of theip to assist this hermnii in ^qmeiyiog her fa* 
vourite gun from the field of bs^ttle, I re^illy fe^l ^sbaipe^ to say 
that this warliHe womqn was tiQglected after all was over, bat | 
was not allowed peace or resting time to attend to aught but my 
own trials and sufferings. If only every tenth man we had that 
day leaving Corbet HIH, h^d the cpurage of the gallant Miss 
Doyle, the l^attle would have speedily ende4 in ^ complete yicto^J 
to us. Thq]resiult proved the fqlly of J^dvancing to battle with aq 
unwieldy mass which could not be n^anagod, and where so many 
runaways by their cowardice unfortunately mfluenced the conduct 
of so taapy others in the hour of trial. Had a reii^fprceraent of 
fifty or sixty fresh and bold fellows arrived in the evening, the day 
was certainly ours. I foresaw the calamities that were likely to 
follow our failure, and I would rather have fallen on the field tliat 
day than retire from it defeate4. The persecution that we were 
destined to suffer might easily be conceived, when we recollected 
what we had experienced before any hostile move^flent was ma^^ 
"against the army. As one sample of the justice intended lo be 
meted out to the people, the. fate of the gallant, tlie virtuous, apd 
the truly patriotic Walter Devereux, was quite ponplusive. He 
remained tp the last moment at the scene of liis truly heroic excr. 
tionsat Ross, and yet it was sworn, by the vilest wretches the 
country could producp, that it was be who dircpted the burpifig of 
the bam at Scullabogue. Hundreds could have been brought 
forward to attest his innocence, but he was arrested amj tried at 
Cork, and no time or facilities were aflbrded to bring up those wit- 
ness^ for him who could have proved his innocence ; but shortly 
after his execution at Cork, it was discovered that he was per- 
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fcctly innocent of being' a.participator, bj word or act, in that <1c* 
grading and iniuuious atrocity fur wliicb he sufForcd death. 3Ir. 
Jobn Deverctti, of Siieelbaggon, a mail well known to be equally 
inaoce&t of the criinOi was arrested , |nroscc4ited by tlic same wit«. 
|iesdeS| and by aicrecliaiioe waji saved from the same fate^ only to 
spend tlie rmaiailer of his days in Botany Bay* Why do I parti* 
icalarixo even thosotwo gfenftlemen^ I could ^ive instances, nu- 
merous in detail, of the crusl and mijust punishnient indicled i« 
as brave, humane, and generous men as ever honoured ^ny couo- 
try. It is because at this distance of time, and with all those ex- 
amples of injustice fresh in the ricoollcction of the evil doers of 
that period, the bad spirit seems to be as much alive In the breasts 
of soHie as ever. Miss Doyle and her assistants having moved 
off with the little cannon, I rode slowly with Mr. Harvey. In« 
deed I was so overpowered by fatigue that I could not ride fast, 
pnd soon began to fall asleep on my horse. Mr, Harvey proceeded 
while tny horse turned to ithe ditch to graze, and there, witliin 
balf-a-roile of the town of Ross, I remained asleep oti my horse^s 
back for more than an hour ; but no enemy appeared to disturb 
me, for the soldiers required rest as much as we did, and no at. 
tempt, therefore, was made to interferis with our retreat. As soon 
as I awoke and perceived my situation I moved on briskly to Old 
Ross, to the house of Martin Cloney, where I lay on a bed for two 
or three hours, when, according to directions, I was called up in 
prder to repair to head.quarter& «it Carrigbume. I had proceeded 
but a short distance when, missing my way, it then being a dark 
night, I found wyselt in the midst of a village, where many of the 
|loss Yeomen resided. Tliough I could not well entertain the 
idea of their so speedily returning to the country from Ross, yet 
fny contiguity to the castles of my enemies contributed to sharpen 
iny intellects, and I made my way with much difficulty over Car- 
rigbum« rock. It was Ihen about midnight, and having arrived . 
safely at the house of a friend, Mrs. Butler, at Ballyshannon, near 
our Camp ground, I went immediately to bed and slept until such 
an hour on the following morning as (o find myself pretty well 
refreshed. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Banting of Scullabogue Barn. Advance io and emeampment 
OH the Hill of Slievekeilter^ Capture of a Gun^boat with DU^ 
patches for the Military Officers. Decamp fnjm SUevekeilter, 
and encamp en Lacken Hill. Burning 0/ the Insurgenis* Hospi* 
tai at Enniscorthy, with seventy wounded men, by the Military 
eaid Yeomen. Attack on Bwrris., Return from Barris to Lae^ 
ken Hill. 

On ftnriving at aur Camp, I (bund Mr. Harvey and several 
others of our leaders lamenting over the smoakmg ruins that 
covered the mingled ashes of the hapless victims of base cowardice 
and brutal ferocity. While I would record the burning of Scul- 
labogue Barn as an eternal monument of the inftimy and atrocity 
of the wicked perpetrators, I say that it would be most unjust to 
brand men with such a crime who were well known to have 
neither knowledge of nor participation in it. But if a parallel 
were to be exhibited in atrocious guilt, to the crime of those mis^ 
creants who, forgetting every sacred obligation to their Creator 
and their fellow man, consigned to promiscuous destruction men, 
women, and children, it could be found in the merciless features 
of such assemblies as those which tried the Messrs, Devereux at 
Cork, The wretches who burned Scullabogue Bam did not at 
least prophane the sacred name of justice by alledging that they 
were offering her a propitiatory sacrifice. The highly criminal 
and atrocious immolation of t'^e victims at Scullabogue was, by 
no means, premeditated by the guard left in charge of the prison, 
crs ; it was excited and promoted by the cowardly ruffians who 
ran away from Ross battle, and conveyed the intelligence (which 
was too true) that several wounded men had been burned In a 
house in Ross by the military. John Murphy, who commanded 
the guard, contended at the imminent risque of his life for the 
protection of the unfortunate victims, until he was completely 
overpowered. Mr. Harvey and every one of the leaders, and all 
persons who had any influence, used every possible exertion to 
discover the perpetrators of the horrid deed, which brought sucli 
disgrace on the country but in vain. Proclamations were now 
o^'ered for the apprehension of the perpetrators, and threatening 



death on any one wlio would henee^irward commit marder or 
plunder of private property. A proclamationwas ako issuefl 
calling on the people to arrest fpur violent and obnoxious Magis. 
trateS) viz« : Ilawtrey White, Hunter Gowan, James Boyd, and 
Archibald H. Jacob, on charges of cruelty and oppression, 

§ 

Had this bloody tragedy not occurred, the southern army, as I 
may term the forc^ on Lacken and Carrigburne, would have been 
free from stain. After remaining two or three days at Carrigburn, 
we changed our quarters to the hill ofSlievekeilter, which overlooks 
the River Barrow, between Ross and Duncannon Fort,, and 
about five miles from the former place. Soon after our arrival 
there we perceived three gun.boats passing down the River t<» 
Duncannon Fort, I was ordered by Mr. Harvey to take out a 
party and attack them. The delay made in our preparations enabled 
two of them to escape. The third wc got opposite to on the Ri.. 
ver side, when we raised a signal for her to surrender, and allowed 
her a reasonable time for consideration, biit she attempted to ad- 
vance, leaving us and our fkig unnoticed. She was ttien fired upon 
and in return fired, and shot a cow near us, but her pilot being 
killed by one of our riflemen, she was broughl to and struck her flag. 
On boarding her we found some despatches, many letters, news- 
papers, and parcels of various kinds, which we brought to our 
Camp. Such letters as were directed to persons in office, whether 
civil or military, were opened and read. All private letters and 
private property were sent forward to their owners. The letters 
were mostly from military officers, giving details of proceedings 
in districts or posts where they were stationed* The newspapers, 
being mostly of the Government side, were filled with exagge- 
rated accounts of the different engagements, making the loss ap« 
pear on the side of the people every where enormously gr«at, 
while that on the part of the King^s troops was represented as 
comparatively trivial, so that the most credulous could not depend 
on their accuracy. If the history of that period had no better 
foundation than such reports as we found in the captured Gun-> 
boat, except as to generalities, it would, in detail, however plausi- 
ble, deserve but little credit. Many persons, whose deaths in bat- 
tle were announced, bow proved by the merriment those fictions 
bad excited through our camp, the veracity and deep political wis« 
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dotn of ihosefaithful joiihiali$ta of '98. While on our marcd io 
attack the GuD^boats, we observed at sotnc distance, a small par-* 
ty ailvancing towards us» with a person at their head welt fnountefl 
snd armed^ and we expected, from thoir appearance, that a short 
time must put us in possession of additional baggage or ammuBi« 
lion belonging to tbo enemy ; but when the party came nijar us^ 
we found that they were a corps of armed countrymen, with a Mr. 
Michael Doyle, of Arnstown, near Hoss^ at their head, return* 
ing from a farm he had in the Barony of Bairgy or l^hMburn, with 
several cars loadcn with potatoes. I conside^red this show of de-^ 
fiance to be very audacious, as he had been permitted to remaiin 
peaceaUy and undisturbed in the bosom of his family, and the 
enjoyment of his domestie comforts^ but ho wished to make a pa« 
rade of his loyalty as a Catholic, which \yas uncalled for^ and in-» 
suiting to those who were forced to risque their litcs, in confor« 
mity to the groat principle of self-prosertation, I ordered him 
although he was my relative, to dismount, and to surrender his 
steed and arms, and 'the arms of his escort, resolving to pot both 
into the hands of sion better qualified to use them-i--his horse was^ 
however, afterwards restored to him« Though liitle incidents of 
this kind may seem of no moment, and unworthy of a place in a 
serious Narrative, yet as the writer ow^es nothing to the embellishes 
mcnts of fancy, he conceives that h6 will bo readily excused for 
introducing faots which though ever so trifling in themselves, ar(f 
necessary to that honest though unpolished Narratite which h0 
gives of tbo times and transactions he is describing* 

Among the many fortunate escapes tby which I was favoured, I 
have to reckon the following as not the least providential : — On my 
going one night with Mr. Harvey, as I intended, to Mr* Edward 
Sweetman*s, of Newbawn, he requested mo to call to some bouses 
in a village at the foot of Slievekeilter bill, to rout those stragglers 
back to their posts, whd generally skulked down from the Camp 
at the approach of night; and hating discharged this office, as I 
was endeavouring to overtake him, (having missed the way,) I 
went on by the Ross road without perceiving my mistake, until 
warnedof my situation by the lights which appeared near me, lor i 
was just over the town of New Ross ; I turned round and com- 
nenced a retreat with certainly more expedition Ihan I didon the 



47 

day of baltld, pfthre^leg werd out uighily dn civefy approach to 
the towOy watching our movements. When 1 got near our 
camp-ground, the night being very dark, and the approach to it 
difficult, I stof^d at a cabin on the r^d aidc;^ and having tied 
my horse to a car, I rolled myself In a heap of straw in the cabin 
with several others who were already in possession^ and at day* 
break I retuhied to tiie camp. Having i'emained some days in 
this position, we removed to Lacken 11111^ much nearer tn Ross, 
and in a direct line between that and Enuiscortby* This position 
was better adapted for a second attack on Ross, which we intend* 
^d should be speedily made. On our way to Lacken some of the 
advanced guard halted ai Mf. Laidbert^s date, at Camagfa, and 
as they sat down to re^t on the green sod, one of them ufiguard- 
ed\y placed his firelock between his thighs crossways, and having 
accidentally touched the trigger, it exploded, the contents pass- 
ing through the body of one young man who sat next him, and 
breaking the thigh of another i the fit^t died immediately, and the 
Bsctmd was brought to an infirmary ^t Enniscorthy, where he was 
burned in the military hospital, with about seventy other wounded 
men, on the return of the King's troops to that town, lest the bad 
precedent of ScuUabogue should want a faithful copy. But in 
such instances, while humanity will shudder in recording the bar- 
barities of those who should be looked upon as uncultivated and 
merciless savages, a pvpper contrast ought to be drawn between 
these and men professing to be educated and civilized Christians. 
I have often been surprised that accidents among our rude, and 
often ungovernable troops, were not more frequent, as it was the 
ambition of" every strippling to have a musket or pistol, to carry a 
pike being considered a mark of their inferiority as soldiers. — 
Many of those who became possessors of fire*arms by their cou- 
rage, were ignorant of their use, and never did children shew more 
eageitness in examining their newly purchased toys, than did such 
men in firing with their recently acquired instruments of death. 
In the camp amdon tbdr march they could not be easily restrained 
froln using them in this way, and havmg too often and too freely 
indulged in the use of spirituous liquors, this practice of volun* 
tary firing became very dangerous. Often it was my fortune to 
reprimand persons thus acting with considerable hazard to my 

own life, for men whose tempers were inflamed by ardent spirits 

o 
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were rarely docile to their officers. I had fr^ueutly to sfep iii 
between Mr. Harvey and death* in Iiis vainly attempting to con* 
troul the violence and irregularity of s.uch desperadoes, who often 
stood in more danger themselves from those very arms^ than these 
by whom they were sunonndefl. 

To attack Ross a second time becatme non^ (he sole subject of 
our consideration^ in the hope of retrieving our blighted honour, 
but we found our effective force insufBcient to hazard such ati 
attempt, if aid did not speedily arrive from Bnniscorthy of 
some other quarter. The enemy had received considerable rein- 
forcements, and now as we were informed, exhibited too formida- 
ble a force to be opposed by any that we could muster. We not 
only at this time stood greatly in need of our usual numbers, but 
we wanted arms and ammunition. We had received information 
that Mr. Kavanagh*s hou^e, at Borris, in the County Carlow, was 
well supplied with the munitions of war, which were so necessary 
to us in carrying on. further operations. We therefore resolved 
on marching to Borris, a distance of about ten miles, and trying 
to make ourselves masters of what arms and milifsiry stores wer6 
lodged there, as on our success in that enterprize our future pros- 
pects of gaining Ross must mainly depend. On the morning of 
the 12th of June, we marched from Lacken Hill on Borris. In 
advancing towards it Mr. Kavanagh*s retainers offered us no re- 
sistance, but the mansion itself was formidablo in strength. It 
was defended withiii by k pai'ty of the '^Donegal Militia and some 
of Mr. Kavanagh^s Yeomanry, who, on our near approach, com* 
menced a hot fire from the windows, and kept it up constantly 
while we continued our operations against them ; many lives must 
have been lost on our side, had not our advanced guard moved 
under the protection of a temporary covering of beds placed on 
cars, and other materials, obtained for the purpose. Against so 
strong a house a small howitzer could have but little effect ; 8creen<- 
ed also from our small arms, the inmates had little td fear from our 
presence. While our little siege was still carrying on, a messenger 
came running to me to state, that some ruffians were at the Inn, 
kept by a Mr. Nowlan, and in the act of dragging out a poor de- 
crepid man, a brother of Nowlan^'s, to murder him, after having 
set fire to the Inn, and some houses adjacent, I hastened to the 
spot and found a man who was famous for his savage cruelties on 
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Tincgar Hill, acting as tfie leader in the projected work of des* 
tructioii ^a man from whom mercy had scarcely eTer be«i ob- 
tained by the tears or entreaties of distress or of innocence ; on his 
knees before this tyrant and his equally guilty accomplices, was 
pla<;ed poor helpless Nowlao, a decrepid brother of the inn-keeper, 
already tottering under the weight of age and infirmities. None 
but the most sangninaxy amongst human savages would have se- 
lected such a victim ; on one side of the trembling captive stood a 
ragged fisherman, apt coadjutor to him >vho was near on horse- 
back, as his Commander. This agent was striking his flint that 
it sbodM not miss fire, and the next moment would have brought 
forth the word of command for death. I ordered the party in a 
detertiiined tone to desist instantly, and threatened them with de- 
struction if they persevered. I desired they should join the body 
at Mr. Kavanagh's house. The answer giv'en by the ruffian. 
Commander of tbe party td sucb directions,' was hk laying his 
fiand on a pistol he had before him in ;i holster, with a menacing 
look — a look sufficiently indicative of his resolves. Having no 
time to lose, 'I raised my swprd and declared I would cut his head 
off if he ipoy£d|iis |)istol,. and perhaps in \he passion of the mo<« 
ine^t, iiiight have happily rid the world of this cruel and dcspe- 
r^^te savage, had not fear thrown him into an attitude^ which at 
once disarmed me, thpugh it did not lessen my horror of his con- 
duct. I drove him and bis little band befo^'e me almost under the 
walls of Mr. Kavanagh's; house,' and I absolutely wedge<l their 
leader up against one of the covered cars (hat was exposed to a hot 
fire from the windows, in which situation branches from the trees 
which hung over ))is head were constantly falling on him and his 
{lorse, put Ify 4(e sb^ts from the party in the house. Whether it 
yfas really criminal or not, such was the hatred I bore him on ac- 
count of his savage desperation, that I hoped every moment to 
see him fall by a bullet. He, neverthelesi?, came off unhiu*t, while 
men who were possessed both of humanity and courage were not 
so fortupatc. 

Before I quitted tfie town I called at the house of Miss Johanna 
Slrange, who kept a shop, and has since been married to a Mr. 
ThoB. Bishop, and found the house filled with people intent pn plun- 
der. ) routed them -put, protected her property, and I thei^ asked her 
for a little wine, whtcb she procured me, and for whidh she refused 
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to take paymtot ; but t fdt it my duly to offer payment for enterr 
taimnent wherever I stopped, a$ oq first ^tting out I obtained 
from my father sooie gold, aod with it a worthless commodity to 
mo at that tiiqe, some h^ni notes, so that I |iad no hope uf living 
at free quarters. It might ap|ie9r to savour much of folly to be 
so over punctilious, when nafii of Qur nien conceived they were 
entitled lo live like ott^er tr<M>ps in tiifte qf v^bi ^t the e^p^nse of 
the enemy* 

When my father's illoeas confined him to bed, and his little 
stock of wine was exhaustedr— wine being very much wanting to 
him for medicine and nouri^hmeqt ; offerts were repeatedly made to 
him and to me to have him furnished with wine from some gentle? 
men^s cellars in the neighboqrhood, wbipb pffiers we peremptorily 
declined acceptipg. I partook of spme of this wine, no doubt, iq 
our camp, but not one bottle of it eyer entered my father's bouse. 
It was to qae a high gratification, that we were neither comforted 
nor enriched by the gopds pf gtliers, while we generously shar^ 
those we had ourselves to onr neighbours iq distr^^ 

It gave me qo small degree of pain tq be oqci of tl^e bqdy whicl| 
made the attack on the mansion pf Mr. Kavanagh. He was a 
benevolent man, 2|nd the kindest of landlords. Some of my an. 
cestors rented a considera})le tract of country under him and his 
ancestors, some few l^undred acres of which descended to me ; 
many of his yeomanry were also either friends or relatives of mine. 
Many persons did ascribe the attack pn his house to malice, but 
the contrary was the fact, for I can confidently assert, that the 
people had no bad feeling towards him. Mr. Kavanagh, thuugl^ 
iiaving externally withdrawn froni the religion of his ancestors, 
was, nevertheless, a decided eneqiy to bigotry anci pppressiqn, 
and rarely was public vengeance directed s^gMpst the mansions or 
properties of those gentlemen whose characters stopd so high as[ 
Mr. Kavanagh*s. To obtain arms and ammunition, as l)efore*men«. 
tioned, was our principc^ motivp f(N* qiaking the attack; indeed, 
we also expected to rouse the dormant feelings of the nea^r part of 
the county Carlow, hoping the Insurrection would spread. We 
lost five or six men in the attack, and not one was injured on the 
other side, but one of the Donegal Militia, who exposed himself 
at a window. This man was shot in tl^e mouth by Valentine Gill, 
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whose name I had occasion more than once before to introduce ; 
so much for Mr. GiU*s zeal while it continued warm. We were 
obliged to withdraw from Mr. Kavana^h's in the evening, without 
being able. to e^t.anything to our advantage, and had we de. 
4ayed a little longer, weahould have encountered a force com« 
fnandedbySir Charles Assgill, then marching froifi Kilkenny, 
which in our weak and unprepared state^ would have destroyed us. 
In our retnm tp Lacken, a 4ivision from Vinegar Hill, which had 
joined us on going to Borris, when separating, carried oflf by main 
force, our small cannon, contrary to every remonstrance from 
their comqianders, and threatening the lives of sttch as opposed 
them. Unfortunately too many instances of this kind occurred 
during the Insurrection, much more, however, with the Vinegar 
Hill army than in that before Ross. As towns generally furnish 
more desperate characters than are to be found among the coun- 
trymen, and Enniscorthy certainly furnished its full quota of such. 
Sir Charles Asgili made a show of following us in our retreat, 
but he was not fond of coming to close quarters with his enemy.— 
Having arrived safe at Lacken, we lay there from the 13th to the 
19th of June. 



CHAP. IX. 

Movement of ike King's Troops to Lacken HUi, under Gtne^ 
ral Johnson. A successful menceuvre executed by a small force 
of the Insurgents, who were encamped thereon, by which they ef- 
fected a safe retreat. Attack on General Moore's position at 
Longraig. After four hours' hard fighting the Insurgents 
retire in good order to Wexford, Masstwre of thirty-six priso- 
ners in Wexford by a drunken mob» 

There was a great defect in one of our principal departments ; 
the Commissariat not being established on that footing that would 
secure regular supplies to our men; there was also great wanton- 
nets manifested by the people in the destruction of provisions.— 
On one farm of Mr. Radford Rowe's, in Bantry, there were about 
forty bullocks wantonly slaughtered, and most of them allowed to 
putrifyfor want of salt to preserve them, so that there was just 



52 

cause to apprehend that a scarcity in provisions alone would soon 
paralyze the exertions of the people. Afn John Brennan, of Castle*^ 
haystown, was our Commissary ; he was a very respectable man, 
and a ban vivant^ and well accustomed to good living^ ; bis i»ttta« 
tion was not the most uncomfortable, although he was subject to 
the taunts of voracious gluttons who thought tbey could never get 
enough to eat and drink ; yet he did the best he could to divide 
fairly among the people what was placed under his care* This 
gentleman was arrested very early after the insurrection ended and 
transported to Boiany Bay, What charge was preferred against him 
I never learned, but I am satisfied he was incapable of committing 
any dishonorable act. He was an elderly man and had a large 
family, but their claims to commiseration or mercy for hin were 
not attended to; he died some few years back in New South 
Wales. 

Nothing oflensive was undertaken by us against the King's 
army in the intefval between the 13th and 19th of June. During 
this cessation of arms, I went on Saturday, the lGth» to spend that 
night and the following day with my father and sisters. While riding 
on Sunday to our Parish Chapel to hear mass, I overtook Mr. 
Joshua Lett, a most particular friend of my father's and mine, and, 
although a Protestant, going with great composure to hear mass ; 
his equipment presented an appearance which, under other cir- 
cumstances, would have been deemed ludicrous ; for he was 
mounted on a lady*s side*saddle with houseings, his more mas. 
culine horse furniture having been put in requisition for pub- 
lic service either by the people or tl^ir enemies. Mr. Lett gladly 
accepted my escort along the high road. On arriving near the 
Chapel we alighted at the house of a sclioolmaster named Walsh* 
where we put up our horses, and I walked out amongst the people 
leaving Mr. Lett and Walsh together. The intercourse of the 
opul»?nt farmers with the peasantry was close and even friendly, 
and had of course been intimate in the younger days of those two 
persons now left together. Mr. Lett, the younger of the two, was 
upwards of seventy years old ; Walsh's son-in-law occupied part 
of the dwelling-houso, in which the venerable pair were now 
seated, as a shop for the sale of beer, whiskey, and tobacco. Mr. 

Lett, in his various journies through the country, had often halted 
there for refreshment^ and was in the habit of seeking tho com- 
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pany of old Wal:^, who was a Catholic, and he heing the principal 
parish schoolmaster was in some measure the literary oracle of his 
neighbourhood. 

Poor Walsh felt grateful for those attentions, and longed for an 
bpportanif y of manifesting his gratitudey and such an opportunity 
he ittiagined had now presented itself. His regard ibr Mr. Lett 
magpailied his present danger, and he represented strongly to him 
the peril of his situation if, in seeming to be a CaUwlic, lie should 
on examination by any evil disposed persons, be found ignorant of 
the doctrines of his assumed religion. This was putting matters 
in a light in which the other had never before viewed them, and 
with much agitation he demanded, what wa^best to be done ?-— 
Walsfti said he had provided what he thought would be a sufficient 
remedy. He would teach Mr. Lett such parts of the Catholis Ca- 
techism as were absolutely necessary to be known by him. There 
could be no doubt but with such an experienced tutor he would 
make a rapid progress, and before the ck)se of that day he 
^Walsh) pledged himself, in the school-boy phrase, ** that the 
parish priest would not be able to sack him." ' To work they ac- 
cordingly went, and on my return I was surprised to find the door 
closely bolted, and demanded admittance for some time in vain«— - 
The only reply made from the room was, ** that they were on seri« 
ous business and must not be interrupted." Determined to know 
what they were about, I put my shoulder to the door and forced it 
open, and found old Walsh busy impressing on his companion the 
«e<^essity of believing in the doctrine of transubstantiation, while 
the other vainly endeavoured to repeat, after the isdiool-master, 
the words of the Catliolic Catechism^ and both, from the qxcess of 
their emotions, were bathed in tears. Never did any instructor 
•labour more zeabusly for the improvement of his pupil than poor 
-Walsh^ and never did at pupil hang with more earnestness 
upon the dictates of his instructor than Mr. Lett. I chid 
Walsh gently for unnecessarily torturing poor Mr. Lett's 
feelings. I took every pains to dissipate his fears, and with 
much difficulty, calmed my venerable friend's apprehensions. 
He exclaimed, much to the tutor's discomfiture, that, * if bis 
life was to pay the forfeit, he could not remember a syllable 
.of Walsh's well meant but ill timed instructions.' I parted from 
. the venerable pair after mass, and entreated them to giye up their 
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re%i(ms pursuits. The curious scenrl hacJ wifnessecf on thiV 
occasion oftcAi siac& tc^urred to my thoughts, and 1 have nevelr 
sinco beheld an exhibition of sectarian rancour or proselytizing 
aoal; never read of a controversial discussion,, or one of those 
corses of Irish peace, a bible meeting, that the scene in Walsh'a 
eotfftge has not reeorred to my anoA, and 1 have been led to wish 
tiiat the persons concerned in such proceedings were all actuated 
hy the same pure and charitable motives as tibkiBQ which fired the 
zeal of the simple country schoohoastQr. 

On the morning of the I0th of June, at day.break, it being 
somewhat foggy, I was on the alert, being constantly under ap^ 
]Mrehensions since our feilure at Borris^ that« a» it rimst b'6 knov^ol 
in New Ross how much our forces were diminished, the King*ls 
officers would send fivr fresb troops, amd attack us as ^oon «s they 
could collect a number equal to the undertakings As the fog wa'9 
dissipated by the breeze, I perceived by the help of a glass a 
large body of troops in motion^ The mts^ approach to the town, 
and that part within sight, exbibiW a tiurtiber of liorse and fo6t^ 
cannon and waggons, with every indication of a hostile movement 
against us. I sent to have our Commander^n^chicf roused from 
his slumbers, who thai lay ^uite at easef in hi» tentr This person^ 
age was the Rev, Fbifip Roache^ who had been & Curate in a Pa. 
rish near Ros^ and who had lately been substituted Ibr Mr.- Bage^ 
toal Harvey in command ^ and i must here observe that it occurred 
in my absence, fur I would have protested against it had I been 
present when he was chosen. I had eyery ^kHfidence in Mr. Har- 
vey, and I considered it of much iriiportance to have Protestants 
in command amongst us. It would of course give confidence to 
people of that Communion that no apprehension need be entertain- 
ed of any thing like bigotry or intolerance being encouraged or 
countenanced amongst us« On the other band,, the appointment 
of a Priest to command a military force was sufficient to alarm 
every Protestant in the comity then disposed to join us. How- 
ever, Mr. Roacbe was now our Commander, and on coming from 
his tent and being apprised of the eneriiy^s approach, he ordered 
his men to prepare for battle, without even looking about him to 
see what force he had, or what force was coming against him— 
we had not at that moment four hundred men on the Hill^ and not 
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three rounds of ammunition each for those who had fire arms ; we 
were without cannon, and in short were totally incapable at that 
time of bearings an assault from fifty well provided soldiers, ex« 
cept that we had merely the advantage of a jcommanding po- 
sition. However we were to eombat a force of four hundred men 
of all armSy with several pieces of cannon, and in every way ca- 
pable of annihilating us in half-an-hour. No doubt feats of va« 
lour were performed occasionaDy by some of our men that would 
lead one to think them capable of conquering any difficulty. Two' 
Hessians were seen some days before this to enter a houae about 
half-oa-mile from the Hill ; theory was heard that they would abuse 
any females they met and plunder every house they entered ; two 
brave fellows waited not for consultation, but ran down the HiU 
armed with Pikes ; they entered the house where the Hessians had 
commenced their usual depredations ; a conflict immediately took 
place. The Hessians fought desperately with their swords but 
were overpowered by the Pikemon, who, soon, after laying, thenr 
low, returned triumphantly to the Camp furnished with the carbines* 
swords, and caps of the unfortunate Hessians* The case was now. 
desperate indeed, as the disparity of numbers rendered all opposition 
unavailing. Finding Mr. Roache quite drowsy, and decidely rash 
and imprudent, I addressed the few leaders present recommending' 
them to draw out their m«i two deep, on the side of the hill front-* 
ing the enemy, and to put their hats on their pikes, elevating them 
over their heads, by which the centre of the Hill would be conceaU 
ed from the King's troops, and their officers might suppose that 
otir^osition was occupied by a numerous force. This advice was 
fireely obeyed— I then recommended them to raise a shout of de<« 
fiance, as if they were on the point of pouring down the HiU to 
carry all before them, hoping that by this stratagem the enemy 
would be thrown into temporary confusion in making the necessa-* 
ry movements to receive us. The manoeuvre fully answered my 
expectation, and it was truly ludidrous to behold the tumbling of 
waggons, cannon, . and horses in their hasty efforts to extend their 
line so as not to. be outflanked^by our skeleton of an army. 

Finding the enemy thus confused I directed our men to march 
in good order to tlje rere of the Hill, from whence we could make 

a rapid retreat, and get out of the enemy's reach before their 

u 
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ranks could be again restored fo order. This manoeuvre was ef- 
fected successfully and most fbrfimafely, fur by it alone our little 
army was saved from immediate destruction/ We accordingly 
marched to the rere of the Rin, and were a mile distant before 
the enemy had recovered from the confusion into which they were 
thrown by our successful manoeuvre. 

The credit c^feondiictiDg this retreat ts» hy Ifr, Hay, in his 
History, of the Wexford Insurrection, given to our Commander^ 
ki-Chi«f. I should be sorry to deprire one who is gone before 
me to another world of the honour with which fame has encircled 
his meBi(n*y, but the facta are incontrovertible, that \ have stated, 
to which I may add, that however presumptuous it might appear io 
me to press a plan of my own suggesting, it was to the adopting 
and promptly executing of it alone that the whole of our little 
force owed its safety* I cannot here pass over a curious incidest 
which occarrod with regard to Mr. Brenan, our Commissary :-— 
At the moment of our retTea#from the Hill, hrwas at his post ia 
a quarter remote from the road by which we descended from thif 
Hill, and although our retreat was disorderly, it partook of haate, 
ao that the hospitality of our generous Commissary seemed to bo 
Qovir fbiipotteB, by his not receiving timely notice of our move- 
ments. I believe it was by the vigilance of his cook, the gallaiVfc 
point of war. Miss Doyle, the worthy man was saved. When he 
got Botke of his danger he mounted a long-tail charger he had^ 
his dress being remarkable, a long scarlet coat like a hun4man% 
and a large helmet. It was ludicrous to see him deseendinPtbe 
Hill in full speed, while two or three fierce Hessians were running 
him breast high. When our friend got up to us and that be bad 
advanced some distance into our ranks, he looked about him to see 
if the Hessians had vanished, and finding all danger disappear, he 
cried oat with vehemence to know what cowardly officer it was 
who ordered a retreat ? Some of our warm-hearted seldiera 
threatened to shoot the patriotic Commissary for making such a 
remark on any of our officers. Our retreat was so hasty that I had 
not time to get my horse which was at the Commissary's stores, and 
thus he fell into the hands of the King's troops, and I had to retreat 
on foot. As we advanced, our numbers were momentarily increas- 
ing from the houses as we went along, where stragglers usually re- 
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seried from the Hill a4 niight When we cane to a place called 
Teiyipleaacroe, from whick one rtmd ieads4o Wexlord and anotber 
to fianiscorthyy we bM a Couacil of War as to which place it 
was most prudent to proceody beii^ at a loss to conjecture what 
direction Gemnral Jobnsou^s army intended to take, although it 
might well be judged that Vinegar Hill was its ultimate desti- 
natjiG^n. Had we joined the Vineigar Hill army, although we would 
coosiderably increase its AumerieaJ ibrce, we would add- but little 
to its real or efi^ctive strength. The mass already collected was 
too unwieldy^ and as we particular]^ required a supply of arms and 
ammuoitiony the town of Wexford presented the likeliest depot to 
furnish those iudispensible requisites^ Wexford was, therefore^ 
ultimately determined on^ and on our arrival there that night, after 
a march of about twenty miles, we received information that Sir 
4^ ohn Moore, with a large force under his command, had encamped 
that evening at Loograig, about half*way between Ross and 
Wex^^rd, 

A council of war was immediately called, and several at the 
nseeiting urged the neoeissity of marching out to attack the King's 
troops under General Moore that night, tiboae persons contending 
that such troops as ours would hav<e manyad vantages in a nightly 
attack. It was said tliat the militiffy skill of the enemy ^vould avail 
but little, and that our pikemen could be brought to ftct with an 
effect that could never be expected in contending with mas. 
ses of infantry in the day light, besides that there were num. 
ben among the King's troops who would be glad, under 
the cover of niglit, to abandon their general, and thatotbers might 
be tempted into desertion by such a formidable and unusual attack ; 
yet though a nightly attack was pressed by some, the majority were 
for open and manly warfare in the full Ugbl of day. An express 
was, at the breaking up of the counctl, sent to call home a strong 
corps of well-armed Wexford men, who bad recently joined the 
Vinegar Hill camp, from whence ihey came to Wexford by a 
forced mar^ that night. We liad a quantity of provisions seat 
before us to the Three Rock Mauf^ain, and after some refresh*. 
Ing sWp, we marched out at break of day, with great spirit and 
alacrity, to attack the regular force, under the command of one o^ 
the bravest awl most experienced generals in his Majesty's service.. 
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ivith fifteen hundred of as good troops as any perhaps in the em« 
pire, consisting chiefly of the light companies of Militia regiments. 
We advanced towards the King's troops -with a very quick pace, 
and having arrived on the hill over GofF's-bridge in sight of the 
enemy, I conceived that our gunmen, who were moving promis- 
cuously among tlie ptkemen should be ordered to separate /rom 
them and advance in front. I represented the matter to our com J 
mander, who seemed generally regardless of regrular array, hoping 
to carry every thing by physical force alone, I then took upon 
myself to call on the gunmen t6 advance in front, and to place 
themselves four deep, which they did, and !n this order I reckoned 
every man of them, amounting nearly to six hundred and fiflty^ 
They advanced with the utmost intrepidity to attack a fot'mida- 
ble force, well officered, with several pieces of artillery, and all the 
necessary munitions of war ; we had only a few ship guns, which 
were of very little valiie. Soon after the necessary arrangements 
were made in our ranks, one of our principal leaders, with a body 
of men turned off the road to the right« 

As soon as Mn Roache, our Commander-in-Chief, heard of 
tliis dangcrons separation, he ordered nie to ride after this officer 
with all possible expedition, and to deliver his orders, that ho 
should return and join the main body. This gentleman, however, 
affected to think his own plan the best, and the most likely to se* 
cure success. He would, he said, post his men between the ene- 
my and New Ross, and thereby, in case of their being worsted, 
cut off their retreat, adding that he calculated on their defeat as 
certain. This was the plan he had adopted and would pursue, and 
the happy results would justify him in the part he had taken.— < 
Finding expostulation unavailing, I left the gentleman to carry 
those plans into execution, which his superior wisdom had con- 
ceived, and hastened to join the main body. This was the gentle- 
man who quit us early on the day of the battle of Ross. I never heard 
his conduct accounted for ; he could not, however, I think, be 
destitute of courage, as he afterwards went to the scaffold with 
great fortitude. When I passed GofTs firidge, the roads leading 
in the direction of Fooke's Mill and the road by Mr. GofT's house 
were equally crowded, so that I could not judge, nor could I learn, 
^whicb road General Roache had marched on. I, Iuiwever» pro* 
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ceedcd with much difficulty through a dense crowd, to a cross 
road at Tottenham Green. I now discovered that our Command- 
er-in-Chief had advanced directly to Fooke's Mill from Goff^ 
Bridge, and had already commenced an attack on the army, very 
little time having hecn lost in military evolutions, when the com- 
batants came within range of each other^s shot. At this time I 
discovered that a division of the King^s troops had got between us, 
who bad marched to Toflenham Green cross roads, and our maia 
body. We made different attempts to join the latter, but were 
kept completely sepaiated, and as the gunsraen marched in front 
of the main body, our force consisted, with very few exceptfons, 
of pike men alone. I was badly mounted, and could not then 
proceed in any way, but by some open road. Seeing a few of our 
guDsmea retreating, I entreated them to give up their muskets to 
myself and some men 1 had with me, and that we would, as tliey 
seemed in such a hurry to retreat, furnish them with horses wo 
had, to carry them off. The terms were acceded to by all but two 
persons^ who were enraged at any imputation being cast on their 
courage. I now put on a cartouche-box filled with ammunition, 
obtained a new musket, and had a few more men furnished 
with muskets. With these and a strong force of pikemen, I re« 
solved to make my way, if possible, to the main body, at all haz- 
ards. The adjacent fields were now covered with a dense smoke, 
so as that no object was perceptible to us on the south side, (whero 
the battle was raging) at the distance of about one hundred yards, 
nor could we conjecture what were the relative positions occupied 
by the contending parties. We had scarcely crossed two small 
fields, when we found ourselves nearly enclosed between two bodies 
^ the King's troops, from whom, after exchanging a few shots, 
w^ were obliged to retreat, and advance in ahother direction.-— 
The smoke was here so thick that it intercepted our view of the 
enemy until we came within a few perches of them. They com- 
menced a fire upon us, which we could Mily make a feeble attempt 
to return. Our numbers or our state of preparation for combat 
was not such as to enable us to shind any serious contest. W*e, 
however, with much difficulty advanced towards and joined the 
main body, with the loss of some four or five men killed and 
wounded. 
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General Roache bavlo^ t^ceivcd an express, that Sur John 
Moore was on the point of being reinforced with two regiments, 
the Queen's and 20tb^ which were advancing bjr a forced march 
Iront Ballyback^ ^ here they had landed from England that day, 
and who were at that moment within a short distance of the scene 
•f action, and finding too that his ammunition was exhaasted, re* 
solved that we should retire in the best possible order, and fall 
back once more on Wexford^ A body ^f the enemy kept ai^- 
vsmeing in a parallel line with us, and continued to throw sonto 
shells, and discharge some cannon, which, if well directed, must 
have made considerable havoc, as we marched in a very crowded 
manner by a narrow read. However, we suffered hut little in our 
retreat. 

It has been asserted, and I believe with truth, that the loss in 
Sir John Moore's army was much greater than in ours ; they lost,^ 
I believe, near two hundred in killed, and more than that number 
in wounded. We certainly did not lose near this number^ and 
there were no prisoners tak^i at either side. General Moore was, 
I believe, on the point of retreating, until he learned that the re- 
inforcement before mentioned, was rapidly advancing to his sup. 
port. The battle lasted about four hours without intermissoon, 
and was, towards jts close, very doubtful as to its l&nal issue.*^ 
Had it been possible to bring one quarter of our pikemen into 
action oo that day, the King^s troops would have been thrown into 
confusion, and certain defeat and destruction must have followed. 
They were not near any garrison town to tak^ shelter in, and to 
the certainty of an approadiiiig" reinforcement, and our want of 
amtnunition, coxdd they alone attrihute their being lefl i« posses- 

^ sion of the field. We retreated in perfect good order to Wexford, 
where in a sound sleep I forgot my toils and misfortunes, and had 

. a temporary exemptbn from cares,' that many under more pros« 
l^erous circumstances were not free from. 

While the insurgents and the army were engaged at Longraig, 
the necessary absence of many influential leaders from Wexford, 
afforded an opportunity to some brutal and sanguinary men, the 
o(r.scourings of the camp, to wreak their vengeance on a number 
of persons who were confined in the gaol of that town. To this 
porpelration of the most atrocious of all outrages, tho rold-blood. 
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ed murder of many worthy men, they were prompted hy the re* 
presentations of a few belonging te tho middle class, who, hav- 
ing first procured for them a quantity of ardent spirits, haran- 
gued the multitude and recommended them, as a measure of re- 
taliation, for the cruelties which had been practised on the people^ 
to put the prisoners to death without trial. It was in vain that 
Mr. Bagenal Harvey, Mr. Edward Hay, and the gentlemen of the 
Wexford Committee interposed to prevent the execution of this 
barbarous advice, for their lives had nearly paid the tbrfeit of their 
humanity, and the angoveraable multitude, wliese thirst of ren* 
geance had been heightened by strong liqocrs, bvought forth from 
their place of confinement, thirty«six gentlemen, traders and faiw 
mers, and murdered them in cold blood on the bridge of Wexford% 

It is not for the purpose of palliating this dreadful massacre^ 
or the previous and subsequent murders perpetrated at Vinegar 
Mill and Scullabogue, that I feel bound to assert, in justice to the 
Insurgents, that they nevm* committed a single outrage on persons 
or property until they thought they had found a justification of 
their wickedness, in the examples which bad been furnished by the 
conduct of the Magistrates, Military and Yeomanry, If the un«* 
fortunates who lost their lives at the places before mentioaed, had 
been aware of the wanton cruelties and cold*bloo4cd murders prCi. 
viously committed on the industrious classes, they would hav« 
raised their bands to God in their last moments, and invoked fai$ 
judgments on those bad men, whose abominable barbarity was tb« 
principal cause of bringing them to a premature and melancbo^ , 
fate. If, at a future period^ some accomplished writer should 
consign to the page of history, a record of those horrible a^roci^ 
ties, may he in a spirit of impartiality note, that the lasurgeat de- 
pot of wounded men was burned in New Ross by the Military; 
that the Insurgent hospital of Enniscorthy was burned by tiie Yeo^ 
manry, with its sick and wotinded inmates, and that the sick and 
wounded Insni^nts in the ho^ital of Wexford were murdered by 
Ae militia and yeomanry when they had re-possessed themselves of* 
that town, under the oommand of General Lake. May those ads 
4>f iaforiate vengeance which were executed by the Insurgents at 
that period, serve as a Ussson to their betters, never again to fur* 
nidi them examples of deliberate cruelty. 
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CHAP. X. 

Battle of Vinegar Hill^ and defeat of the Ifnurgents^-Thcy 
retreat upon Wexford, Wexford approached by three armies^ 
under three different Generals. Three of the hiyurgent leaders 
and three of his Majesty* s officers deputed to meet the command- 
ers of the different camies, to treat for peace. — The Author one 
of these deputies. His imminent danger in Wexford, after his 
return with the King*s troops^ 

GeneralJohnson had advanced on the lOth, so as to arrive 
within a few miles of Enniscorthy^ and on the 20th of June, while 
we were fi<^hting Sir John Moore, he took up a position on the 
south side of the town of Enniscorthy, where on the same evening 
his out- posts were attacked by a division of the Vinegar Hill army 
under the Rev. Moses Kerns, and driven back oti the main body at 
DaphuCy within about a mile of the town. 

The morning of the 2 1st of June was ushered in by the tre* 
mendous roaring of cannon on Vinegar Hill, which did not awaken 
me, although the country all around was shaken by those terrible 
harbingers of slaughter and destruction, and that we were then 
only eleven miles distant from the scene of action. I was first 
roused by a messenger sent to me to attend at a meettpgof the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Wexford, and many other persons of influence 
from the country parts, then sitting at Lord Kingsborough*s 
lodgings. At this meeting, besides the most influential of the in- 
. liabitants of Wexford, several gentlemen and officers who were 
oiyr prisoners, and many respectable men from different parts of 
4he county were present ; here the first intelligence of the defeat 
f«f oar fbrcfs at Vinegar Hill was conveyed to this assembly, and 
*that tVree armies were about to advance on Wexford, under three 
distinct generals of great character and experience. The princi- 
pal army mider General Lake, the Commander-in-chief, from 
Vinegar Hill ; General Sir John Moore, from Horetown, or Lon« 
graig ; and tlie third under General Needham, from Oularf. It 
will be supposed that this was not one of our gay meetings. The 
soul of every brave man in Wextord rose however superior to 
the danger that menaced him, and Which could not be avertedL 
There was no time to be lost in idle deliberation. The principal 
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matter, ^o'Weydr, that occupied the serious attentioit of tho meet« 
ing, was already decided oa before 1 had arrived, so that if I was 
even disposed to raise my voice against it, I was too late, it not 
being known in due time^ where I slept the previoas night, in or^ 
der to require my att^dance as early as others; The matter ad« 
justed was( that three deputies from our body should accompany 
three officers of the King's troops, then our prisoners^ v^ith let* 
ters from Lord Kingsborough also our prisoner, announcing to 
the respective generals of the different hostile armies^ that the in« 
habitants of Wexford wererieady to deliver it up into their hands 
^n condition of being protected in their persons aiid plroperty. 
This was considered only a rational and natural condition, and 
such as the Insurgents^ in their hey-day of victory, Were not soun* 
reasonable as to refuse ; but the principal difficulty was in finding 
persons willing and qualified to undertake those perilous missions; 
y^t no other plan was suggested^ id the present posture of aflairs, 
and the destruction of the town, and perhaps a great portion of the 
country was to be apprehended, if resistance continued under sucb 
hopeless circumstances. In this emergency two gentlemen had 
offered their services bidfore I arrived ( Mr. Edward Hay^ the abla 
and lamented author of the history of the Wexford Insurrection^ 
being the first to brave death, if necessary^ in the service of the 
public. To meet General Needbam on his march from Oulart^ 
Mr. Hay was accompanied by Captain M'Manus^ of the Antrim 
Militia, who had been taken prisoner after the defeat of Colonel 
Walpole^s party, at Tubbemeering, on the 4th June> near Gorey« 
Mr. Robert Oarty, ot Birchgrove, set out, accompanied by Lieu- 
tenant iiarman, of the North Cork Militia, to meet Sir John 
Moore. However, by far the most dangerous mission was still 
unprovided for, wh^n I made my appearance^ To meet the prin- 
cipal army» under the Commander*in^chie^ General Lake, pre- 
sented the double hazard of being obliged first to pass through 
the entire body of the Insurgent army^ flying from Vinegar Hill, 
now enraged to d^peration by their reeeut defeat, and immedi- 
ately after to meet a merciless soldiery. To soften those frightful 
pictures in the proposed embassy, there could not be brought f o 
the recollection of any man present, one act of. clemency, of which 
the said General Lake, in the course of his military career in Ire« 
land, could with justice be accused. The Wexford folk were 
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load in their lamentations, jet no one ventured to oiler bis services* 
Tho* I placed no faitfa in GSenortfl Lartce^ and with ttser example of 
my lamented friend, Furjong's fate, at Ross, sfiA fresh in my 
mindf I could scarce eiUeriaia a doufot of heing immelated by some 
of my mofit bitterest enemies, at Enniitcortliy ; yet^ having been 
feelingly appealed to, my better understanding gave way, which, 
no doubt, could not be the case, were I aware that any formidable 
force coold be kept together, to extort those terms from tlie King*» 
officers^ which an oyer-hasty Ruhmission and pusillanimous con- 
duct would not be likely to procure. It being, however, so strong- 
ly impressed on my nund, that thousands of lives mig^ be saved 
by the undertaking, I agreed to accompany Captain O'Hca, of 
the North Cork Militia, to Eimiseorthy. On entering the street 
of Wexfivd, from Lord Kingsboroogh^s lodgings, a: crowd of my 
warm«hearted countrymen got round me, having heard of my pro* 
posed journey ; they declared, in the roost determined tone, 
they would suffer no party to influ^ce me to leave them, or to go 
on such a desperate embassy. The examine of Mr. Furlong's 
case, they said was sufficient. AllexpostnlaUon was vain, and I was 
obliged to return to the party within doors, and never did I think 
of that occurrence since but with the deepest anguish, A man, 
who found he possessed so stronglf the confidence and regard of such 
a generous and brave people, should not for a moment separate 
himself from them, but with them be content to share one common 
late ; yet, I knew, that if I separated myself for the moment, 
it was for my country's good ; my heart was with them, and I am 
sure the gentlemen who preceded roe on similar errands possessed 
the same kind feeling. 

. On returning to Lord Kingsborough and the other gentlemen, 
who, from the windows, witnessed the scene I have described, his 
Lordship proposed to come down stairs into the street, to expostu* 
l^te with, and explain to an immense crowd now collected, the 
great utility» nay the indispennble necessity, of my proceeding 
without delay to head-quarters, but the gentlemen in the room and 
myself represented the imprudence of his Lordship's going among 
the people. Several Wexford gentlemen spoke to the people, but 
they were not to be reasoned with at the moment, and sufiicient 
time was allowed that they might disperse; and^ in the mean time. 
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Lord KingsboTOBgfi, M tdrked, |»pt dose in bu room. The 
people of Wexford seemed still to entertain their acoustomed re« 
^}ect for a Nobleman holding faigb military rank under his Ma« 
jastjy and bis bring tt>in0 tinu their prisoner <»xcited their sympa* 
tbj and obtained their forgiveness of tbe injaries which he had 
done the people, while adverse lertmie softened down that baatenr 
which his overgrown power bad generated, and taught him, at 
{east, a semblance pf humility, which until then was acknowledged 
to be very foreign to his official character. He began to relax in 
his hatred, if n^t to form some little auction for those people whom 
be had' so unjiistly persecuted and assisted to divide, and whose 
aptitude to foi^ive injuries, wl^en misfortunes put it out of the 
powtr of the perpetrator logger Iq inflict fhem^ can scarcely find a 
parallel in tbe history of any countty in Europe. It happened, 
fapwpver, fortunately for his Lordship, that the acquaintance of the 
Wexford people with \kh loyal iicbieveroents outside tlieir own 
County was but lin^iied, or ;mipngst the middle and lower orders 
St^jj^e might hj^YO beep foiqid desperate enpugb to call for public 
vengeance^ 4- magnamniou|| individual, or body of individuals, 
finding their enemy prostrate, and thrown by the^ortunc of war 
into their bands^ m^y readily pardon injuries received by them- 
i^Ives, when they niight nqt so readily pa^ oyer serious offences 
i^gaint the public, by tliQse w^ supported ^ regular system of op- 
pressipn. For my own part I rejoice in the humanity his Lordship 
experienced wl^iUt oqr prisoner, as well on account of tlie charac. 
ter of the people q( my natiye ^unty, ^ for tb^ opportunity it 
afforded him of <;optradicti^g the ii^aligners of Irishmen, when 
they identify the name of papist, insurgent, and rebel, with all that 
i^ base, wicked, and detestable in th,e human character. Such 
kindness as he then experienced, h^is, it is presumed, converted a 
persecutor of tbe pipople into a warm fi[ifnd tp liberality and to 
Ills country. 

Having ventured out of Lord Kingsbprot^b^s k>dgings a second 
time, whcu the crowd was nearly dispersed, and having explained 
tp the remaining part the great benefits represented to me as likelj 
to ensue from my mission, they were the more easily persuaded to 
give a reluctant assent tp my going, and, at the same time, ardent 
prayers were ofTcred up by them (ox the success pf my undertaking. 
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On parting I adrised them to stick fiunly bj each other, and (o 
remain encamped outside the town ; to bold their arms in their 
hands, and guard against anj surprise, until they had heard the 
result of the mission. Captain 0*Hea and I then set out on one of 
the most dangerous excursions ^ver undertajcen in this, or perhaps 
in any other country, The other gentlemen, who proceeded al« 
ready on similar errands, look the precaution of disguising their 
military companions ; laying aside the military garb, and cloathing 
themselves as private gentlemen, though thp couptry which they 
had to pass through was so deserted as scarcely to need this pre^ 
cautiou* They had only to dread the hostility of the milit^tfy or 
their Gener^ils on the delivery of their despatches, or before they 
could accomplish what they undertook to perform. Very different 
were the dangers which I \\^d to encpunter, in conveying an officer 
dressed in full uniform through the entire body of retfefiting (ut 
surgents, maddened by defeat an|l d^spair^ 

Those ^ere the men through whose ranks we must of necessity 

pass, to whom the sight of a red coat was an object bat too likely 

to awaken their anger ^nd to arouse their resentment. But a^. 

neither Captain IJeanor niyself put on ^ disguise of any kind, it- 

was to the interpositionK)f providence we owed our lives on th^t 

eventful day. Many guns were presented at him, ^ndtl^e uiurderpus 

trigger about to be drawn at different stages of the jo^imey fron^ 

Wexford to Enniscorthy ; yet some friend, some acquaintance, or 

person whom theloye of mercy had not yet abandoned, would stay 

the upraised and hostile arm^ Those to whom I was unknown had 

often determined to take summfiry vengeance on Captain 0*Hea 

and me, but on my explainii^g to them the objects of our journey, 

or on the kind interference of some humane fViend, of whom I had 

many among the retreating Insurgents, our lives were preserved.-^ 

Much was due at a very critical period to Generals Edward Fitz. 

gerald and Edward Roache, as few others could have succeeded 

in resisting the fiery and unmerciful violepce pfa inan named 

liVhelan. He had bis pistol presented at Captain O^Hea, and was 

ready to draw the trigger, when those gfeptleroen advanced be. 

tween the party, and snatched his devpted \ictim from the arm of 

the ruthless savage. This same desperado^ it is alledged, wa«f 

the man who afterward^ shot Lieutenant Harman near Wexford, 

as he and Mr. Carty were proceeding on their embassy to Cene* 
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rdi Moore. Of the perils of that day, and the manner I braved 
«very danger, and surmounted every obstacle in protecting mj 
companion, the Captain himself gave a caiidid and honourable 
account so far as prudence would allow him, in forwarding a detail 
to Government vvhich they might from its brevity be more likely 
to peruse, and for which 1 refer to the document itself, as copied 
underneath :— 

. ** The Ceftificate of Joho 0*Hea, Captain io the North Cork 
Militia^Hsheweth, 

** That on the morning of the 21st of June, 1798, Cap- 
tain 0*Hea of the North Cork Militia, then commanded by 
l>ord Kinsborough, was ordered by that Nobleman at the 
request of the inhabitants of the town of Wexford, where they 
were then both prisoners, to carry terms of capitulation to Gene- 
ral Lake, then at Enniscorthy. It being a service of danger for 
any person to attend Captain O^Hea on this embassy, he being 
dressed in his uniform, to enable him to approach his Majesty^s 
army with safety, he found it very difficult to get any person to 
undertake it, when Mr. Cloney offered to do it at the risque of 
his life. The danger and peril they were in when passing 
through the whole Insurgent army, after their late defeat, was 
^o great, that Captain 0*Hea roust inevitably have fallen a 
victim byt for the strenuous exertions of Mr« Cloney, who repeat- 
e|d1y assured Captain O'Hea that he would lose his life in case of 
any attack upon him before he should be injured* Mr. Cloney^s 
conversation to Captain O'Hea manifested every wish for peace, 
and a desire to stop the effusion of blood. In passing through 
the fugitive rebels they several times threatened to put Captain 
O'Hea, who appeared in uniform, to death, but on Mr. CloneyU 
earnest expostulation, they suffered him to convey Captain 
Q'Hea safely to General Lake. On Captain 0*Hea representing 
IP General Lake that Mr. Cloney had fulfilled his engagement and 
performed what he had at so much peril undertaken, the General 
was good enough to grant him a pass in conjimction with others 
who came on a similar errand, to return to Wexfonl, all which 
circumstances Captain O'llea states to be strictly true." 

JOHN OHEJ, 

Capt. N. C. Mililia. 
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When the last of the retreating Insurgents had passed, andwe^ 
hady in some degree, resumed our usual cheerfulness, we per*^ 
ceived that we were within two miles of Epniscortky, which cir- 
cumstance renewed our anxious solicitude^ The tables were novf 
to be changed. My protecting powers^had ceased, and though- 
I had no doubt of CaptaiaO flea's returning those kind offices, 
which he had himself experienced from me, thpugl) he was until 
that morning quite unknown to me, yet the idea of owing my life 
lo any interfertoce, and the very rational doubt that such interfe* 
vence would prove effectual, brought on the reflection that my un^ 
dertaking was worse than quixotic* However, | suppressetl those 
feelings, and resolved to brave every danger attendant on an em- 
bassy, the like of which I would again dread more than the dan« 
gers of the field for a summer's campaign. We now consuUed on 
the manner in which we should appioach the out-posts of the 
King's troops, or rather some infuriate detachments that had ad« 
vanced in pursuit of their retreating opponents, and were still en* 
gaged in dispatching the wounded and stragglers who had not 
been able t6 get out of their reach, and many of whom sheltered 
themselves in ditches and hedges near the high road, Mercy s^t 
this moment was out of the question. The 1 urks are reproached 
as acting with a total disregard for the laws of war and humanity* 
Tlie picture was here nearly realized, except that the incumbrance 
of heads and ears returning to the camp was omitted. But indeed 
they were rebels, and mercy to such, it was contended by some, 
should not be extended by God or man. We entered a cabin on 
the road side, and here we found a tremendous long pike, the head 
of which we struck off, and having tied a white handkerchief 
round its top, it was carried by my companion, as a flag of truce, 
in so very conspicuous a manner that it might easily have beei). 
floating in the air at & considerable distance. 

On coming within about a mile of Enniscorthy town, we could 
perceive many of the soldiers still engaged in the work of slaugh. 
tcr. The dead and dying were scattered promiscuously in fields, 
in dykes, on the roads, or wherever chance had directed their 
last steps, and where their barbarous butchers hastened to put a 
period ta their miseries. In one place we beheld some men with 
arms> and some with legs ofi- and others cruelly mutilated in va« 
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rious ways ; horses^ with their necks broken^ and their csrs, whh 
women and children under theni) either dead or dying in the roaf 
andditcheSy where, in tfa^ir precipitate fiig^ht, they had been apsdt. 
The town and environs^ of Enniscorthy presented to the view soclk 
a picture as no pencil could attempt to draw. Here was to be seen 
such an accumulation of human misery consequent dn the ravages 
ei war, that the sickened mind recoils with horror fr#m its con- 
templation. 

On entering that part of the town called Dromgoole, Captain 
0*Hea met some of his acquaintances who conducted us safely t» 
the Commander-in-Chiers lodgings* I was so far fortunate thaft 
the most violent of the Cnniscorthy loyalists were with General 
Moore, as they had fled from Wexford to Duncannon Fort on the 
surrender of the former place to our forces. After stopping a 
short time at General Lake*s head-quarfers, and venturing imme- 
diately to walk into the street, I met a gentleman, an oM and in- 
timate neighbour of mine, a magistrate of the county Wexford.-— 
A close acquaintance had for some time subsisted between him 
and myself. In one of those derangements of his affairs, which 
then as wen as since were very frequent, my father joined him in 
a security, on which he raised a sum of money. I had recently 
itiyself saved Mm in the public street of Enniscorthy from the 
whip of an ascendancy-man, who has since for many years filled 
a public situation in Wexford. Tho' this friendship of my father 
and myself had, in this, my hour of danger, been obliteraled from 
my neighbours* memory, the recollection of it was not lost on the 
ascendancy gentleman and his father, a captain of yeomanry, for 
the latter came forward on my trial, ]to impeach the testimony 
of a loyal protestant yeoman, who appeared in my favour to rebut 
a vital charge. 

This loyal Captain took upon himself to swear on my trial, that 
he considered the witness was an United Irishman so early as thm 
year 1793, when no such individual designation was heard of in 
Ireland. On coming up to me he roared out in a most boisteroni 
way, in Ae hearing of several officers and yeomen, that i had bem 
in friendly conversation with him on the morning of the 28th of 
May, and was in the course of that evening at the head of one 
thousand men. This violent denunciation uttei:ed against me m 
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ihe bcftring; ctf so msMajr, who were only looking out for victims i(p 
wreak iheir vengcfance on, (which they proved by shooting loyal 
PEote8tant9 who ioGonsiderately appeared as i did in coloured 
clothes,) rendered my escape providential in the extreme. I re« 
turned hastily to the place where I had left my companion ; as we 
had been cyrdered, on sending up our despatches to General Lake, 
to remain in £nniscorthy until next mornings when we were to 
accompany his army to Wexford. A small kitchen was the only 
sitting place assigned us, where were our friends Mr. Hay and 
Captain M'M anus, who had arrived before us ; for, having mis&ed 
Genera) Needbam, they thought it right to proceed to the Ck)m« 
mander-in^chieC 

In this little kitchen a man and woman were occupied in preparing 
dinner for General Lake, his staff, and many other Generals^ 
Lords^ and persons of high rank ; the principal dish was a large 
round of beef, of which I asked the cook's permission to cut a 
portion* He was shocked and alarmed at my request^ and said 
that their lives would pay the forfeit of such compliance. The 
other gentlemen, although very hungry, felt alarmed at the 
proposal, and declined interfering. I continued my entreaties, 
and at length declared it was better to be shot than starved. I took, 
vp the beef with much difHculty, for no one would assist me, and. 
applying for a knife the cooks would not furnish one. I then took 
up a rusty sword that lay near me and attempted to hackle the beef, 
which the cooks perceiving imraed'ately procured me a knife, and 
I cut a pretty good allowance for the two officers, Mr. Hay, Mn 
Nicholas Dixon, of Castlebridge, and a Mr. Patrick Murphy, of 
Wexford, who accompanied us, with which having got some bread 
we dined comfortably* A Mr. John Colclough, who was with tlie 
army, and afterwards fell in a duel with Henry Tottenham, of Ross» 
happened to come in, and he biding an acquaintance of mine, 
kindly procured us a bottle of whiskey and some sugar, of which 
we made punch, which completed our repast* 

Some officers of the King^s army soon after came in and gave 
an imperfect detail of the day's battle. The King's forces, they 
said, consisted in all of about fourteen thousand men, and it was 
computed that the Insurgents amounted to twenty thousand. Ge. 
neral Lake commanded in chief, aiid had the strongest division 
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under him at the North side of tbe hill ; Cieneval ff eedham was to 
occupy a position east of the hill, but he^ through some unac- 
countable cause, did not come up, and it has been confidently stated 
that he received instructions the. evening before the battle to leata 
a passage, by which the people might retreat* GeneralJohnsoa 
commanded the diyision, occupying the west and sonth west sides 
of the town, so that the unhappy people were nearly hemmed in 
on all siiles« The action commenced early^ and was well contested 
for some hours « but the power of the ahillery -which pbyed upon 
the town and the hill from all sid^, while that which the people 
had was scanty and badly sarved, made their situation soon unte- 
nable. The entrance to the town was fiercely contested with Ge« 
neral Johnson, by a division of the Insurgents, under the com. 
mand of the Rer. Moses Keams, who displayed the most undaunted 
courage. Mr. Wm. Barker, a gentleman who had seen service 
on the continent, exhibited prodigies of valour, and lost an arm 
by holding his post to th^ last on the bridge ; but the resistance 
was altogether unavailing against so powerful a force of regular 
troops, supplied with a numerous artillery, and commanded by 
able generals. Had a proposal been acceded to which was made 
on Vinegar Hill the evening before the battle, by some of the 
leaders, to pour down on Lake's army at Solsborough, where, in 
consequence of extraordinary fatigue, by fi)rced marches, they 
lay prostrate on the ground, and unable to ofibr any formidable 
resistance, they trould have certainly defeated the General, for 
several Officers who were there with General Lake, assured me if 
they had been attacked that night from Vinegar Hill, thoy must 
have been inevitably destroyed. 

I do not pretend to give any thing like an account of the battle 
of Vinegar Hill, and must refer my readers to Mr. Hay's history 
of the Wexford Insurrection, for the most correct general account 
given by any writer. He took extraordinary trouble to collect 
roatwials, and at such an early period as no other individual 
would be found to vindicate the character of his unhappy coun« 
trymen. After talking over the affairs of the day, our party re- 
tired from the kitchen where we had been placed, to a small room 
up stairs. Here we rolled ourselves in some blankets and slept a 

few hours, when we were called on to appear before General 

K 



Lake. This military tyrant eisamined M^ Hay pttrtitahirfy, ds 
to the person who commanded the preceding day on Vinegar Hill ? 
What state was Wexford in ? Were the prisoners safe ? And many 
olher questions of this liatiire. Mr. Hay's answers were verj- 
cautious and laconic «* 1 tell youy** said Lake^ •* if the hair of a 
prisoner is injured in Wexford, I^will \tty the to#B in Ashtis."— ^ 
He then inquired which was the best and safest road to Wexford ? 
threatening us with instant death if we misM hithi He seemed 
ap{M*ehensire that we would lead him into an ambuscade, for hd 
bad many persons with him who knew the different roads as welf 
as we did. What agreeable nsiws fer me^ and what a foolish jour^ 
ney ! 

The following was the answer of General Lake to tfae communis 
cation made him by Lord Kingsborough, anddeliTeii^ 16 us :— » . 

Lieutenant General Lake cannot attend to any terms by rebels in 
arms against their Sovereign ; while they continue so he must usef 
the force entrusted to him, with the utmost energy, /or their des^ 
trudion. To the deluded multitude he promises pardon, on their 
delivering into his hands their leaders, surrendering (heir arms, 
and returning with sincerity to their allegiance* 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Enniscorthy, June 22nd, 1796. 

His enquiries being ended, and his answer delivered, he said w« 
might travel in either front or rere of the army, on oUr retuni t& 
Wexford, or near his person, if we considered it more safe. Itt 
this offer alone did he evince to us any feeling of humanity or 
courtesy ; while we were with him, my horse was taken away, ami 
this caused me great uneasiness, as i feared that on loot I oouM not 
keep up to th0 officer who was to accompany me, and as this of^ctaf 
wished to keep in frcmt, I might, if left behind, be exposed to 
considerable dao^r from many ruiEanly yeomen, who acoom« 
panied the King's troops, or followed in their train. I was, how<» 
ever, obliged to submit to this arrangement, as then was no re* 
medy. I set out with.a heavy heart, and on our marching throogh 
that part of the town called Templeshannon, I was assailed by a 
boyish yeoman and a dragoon, who insisted I sliould . stop for 
the coming up of one of the General Oificers before whom they 
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W^6 to antlign me as n Robe) pfi^cer. Captain M^Manus, who 
IMw occupieil Captain 0*Hea'8 (^ftce, (as Captain O^Hea had gone 
with Mr. Edward Hay to Baltinke^, the seat of Mr. Hay's fa- 
ther,) v^BB 80 kiqd and att^ntiye bs not to advance out of my sight, 
|iow attended freely to my call for reliefl He quickly ordered the 
fascals oflf, and left me nt liberty to proceed. The day was very 
warm, and t|ie nnMls being composed chiefly of sand at bottom, 
were H^yy fpr footmen ; I was therehy much distresised by walk- 
ing the eo^ir^ dis^nee to Wexford. Captain M'Manns and I got 
^ litd^ in adlvap^e of the army, and as several prisoners were 
taken by snndry portieSii who yf(ete proceeding before us, this 
afibrded the Captain an opportunity of exercissing hii humani- 
fy which he was prompt in doing. To some he assigned places 
9(mpi|g tl|^ Pionem^ ; to oth^r^ who appeared aged or infirm ho 
gave their liberty, desiring theni to make the best escape they 
could. Indeed in no case did he Hse compi^Uion, although he, no 
doul^t, had a delicate card to play ; he certainly gave me reason, 
to be proud of the humanity whiph fayE^d bjsen exercised by the peo- 
ple towards him, for he proved by l^^ conduot on this day, that 
he was wortby of it^ On ^rri^ing s^t Wexford, and passing 
through a place called t^e QulUri^g, { was accosted by a Mr. 
John Tenchy who had be^o W^y years SnbJSh^iff of Wexford, 
land then a red-hot loyalist, ^eat once denounced me as the 
most active leader thioi^h the (nsurri^tion, but particularly at 
Ross battle, and i^e swore, with great vehemence and fury, that 
I must go to gaoU Captain M'Manus. had. ^parated from me,- 
;a^d not being sensible of the danger I had tQ encounter, I had in- 
considerately walked alone through the 3.treets, but most fortu- 
lively a,t this critical moment Lieutenant Anthony Rudd^ of Cap- , 
tain Comeck*s Yeoman Infantry, came up^^ and immediately after 
Captain Solomon RiclM^rds, of Solsborough, Captain of the Ennis-^ 
worthy Yeoman Cavalry* Mr. Rudd represented to Captain 
Richards, that I had protocted many of his Corps and their fami- 
lies, and also himself and other friends of his from impending de- 
struction, begging at the same time, in return, that the Captain's 
influence should be used for inyp, and Mr. Richards said he was 
fully aware of my kindness and humanity. ** Tench,'* said he, 
^^ if you persist in taking Cluney tp gaol I will accompany him, 
andif in my power have him speedily liberated," Tench lhe« 
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walked off, and Mr. Rudd,'wiio was mucb alarmed for my safuty, 
conducted me to the lodgings of a cousio of his^ Mr. William 
Rudd, a Revenue Officer, apd since for maay years Pro-collector 
of Wexford Port, who most kindly gave me part of bis owa bed 
or four nights. This gentleman banpg been left behind by tbo 
army in their flight from Wexford, was brongbt put to oar Camp ; 
he of course ran the greater risque in sheltering nie» Mr. Anr 
thony Rudd, who was al$o a Revenue O^cer, aa well 9s a Yeoman 
Officer^ was well Ipioiyn to be oqo of the mest strenuous (oyali^t^ 
in the County W^exford, and was considered the first who became 
an Orangeman in Enniscorthy ; yet neither his orangeisni nor his 
loyalty caused ^nydimunition of bis gratitude, or S|ny drawbac]^ 
on his zeal fpr the safety of one, who in similar circumstances, 
had conferred, (uninfluenced by party feelings) the eame kindr 
ness on himself and spn^e of hi^ frie^<)s, 

In the two following letters, which are copied from the Origi- 
nals, the reader will perceive further proofs of the gratitude of 
Wexford Protestants to the Narrator, for the services he had ren. 
dered them, and which are alike hoQoral^le to i|Il the parties :— 

Enniscorthy, I7th February, 182G. 

l)ear Sir — ^I recollect perfectly well, as T was passing some day 
during the unfortunate rebellion of 1708, accompanied by Mrs. 
GoflP, near your late father^s residence at Moneyhore, I ws^s ar^ 
rested by some men who threatened me with immediate death. | 
begged of one of the party to go down to your father*s house to 
acquaint him or you of my situation, and on his return we were 
immediately liberated and allowed to proceed ; and I must con- 
clude that were it not for your timely interference, my life would 
in all probability have been the forfeit, for which kind and 
friendly apt I shall always feel grateful and obliged. 

Believe me, dear sir, 
Thomas Cloney, Esq^ Tqu|:s very sincerely, 

&c. &c, JAMES GOFP, 
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Tomolossett, 20th February, 182G, 
Dear Sir— I aip happy to have it in my power to bp^r testin^ony 
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to what I hear<l mj Aunt, the late Mrs. Veto, say sn often relative 
to your conduct to her in the rebellion of 1798. She always spoke 
with the greatest gratitude of you, particularly as she did not ex- 
pect kindness from you, on account of some magisterial business, 
where Mr. Ven», her husband, acted and took part against you 
shortly before t!iat period ; and she considered it very noble mind- 
jCjd of you when jou had it in your power to return good for eviL 

2 remain your's, very sincerely, 

•SARAH CRANFIELD.(«) 

Several of the Enniscorthy Yeomen Cavalry lodged in the same 
Jioase in which I was concealed — my being there was known 1o 
Ifipm or to the most part of them, yet they felt as honourable men, 
■tnd acknowledged the services I had rendered to either tliemselves, 
iheir friends, or neighlwurs, though their violence or fury ge- 
■erally ran high against all those concerned in the Instirrectioo, 
This feeling of gratitude appeared more fully on my trial at Wex- 
ford in the followbg year. 

The morning after I had ocenpied my nen* and dangerous lodg- 
ings, Mr. Abthony Hudd came to me in great agitation and 
alarm, saying, *Mhat hchad just learned that a general search 
was about to be made through the town for the disicovery of con^ 
C/Daled persons and arms, and lie could not suppress bis great con- 
cern lest I slraald be taken, and that my escape was very duubtfii 
and my fate certain if I should be discovered.** The moment was 
dreadful to me, as I apprehended that between discovery and 
(Jjeath the interval must be short indeed. 

He conducted me out of the dwelling-house to an adjacent stable 
where I ascended the loft, on which ther« was a quantity of hay 
and some sacks of oats beneath it. Here I endeavoured to conceal 
myself in the best manner circumstances would permit, and, in a 
^hort time, I heard a number of strange voices mingling in unin- 
telligible and harsh sounds under the place of my concealment. — ' 
These sounds proceeded from a party of Hessians that entered tlie 
stable, and one of them was actually ascending the loft to get oats 
out of some of the sacks near which I lav, to feed their horses, when 

{n) This Lady is the wife of a rroleslant Clergyman residing near Ennis- 
coftby. 
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sa&deidfy the drum heat to {|niis^ which wn^ relieved ni^ firon^ 
Ikose unwelcome iiitrndefSf 

On returniog to the dweffingvhomia thM eveuing late, i was met 
hy a Mr. John Austen, of Enniscorthy and a Mr, L%^. , two of 
Hie EanisGorthy Cavalry— (the name of t^ lalter I omit menlion>% 
img thioagh respect for his coo9Gxiops]-«>tl»ese persons did net 
helong t» the party who loj^ed in the house ; they addressed met 
kindly, and I passed on to Mr. Rudd's room ; hut from the occur^ 
rences of the two we three following days, I must concdve that it 
was hy these gentlemen b^ enepues were infwmed o(the plae^ 
whefe I was. sheltered. On the feUewing morning Mr. ArcJiilNM 
Jacob sumunded the house is which 1 lodged with guards ; cama 
up stairs himself and Major Milward, then of the Wexford Militia^ 
and searched every room^ corner^ and crevice, except the ver j^ 
room which 1 occupied,, and one where a Lady was then in labour,| 
and in a dangerous way. My retreat was on the ^\\% floor at the 
head of the stairs. I was in bed where I was taking some hreak^ 
fast, when a servant maid ran up and apprized me that guards^ 
were pfoced round the house. In her huny to return she fortu-* 
nately left the door open. I passed from the bed out at the feet of 
it between the curtains and removed the bxeakfiist apparatus.— - 
The room then appearing so unsuspicious as a place of conceal^ 
ment, Milward merely looked into the bed and seeing the clothes^ 
turned up, he swore I was not there. Mr. Jacob said he ha4 
searched to the very roof and that I must not be in the house. — t 
They then departed for that day. I however ibrgot to state that 
on the first visit they resorted to the stable, and not finding the 
key, they ordered my iriend, Mr. Anthony Rudd, whom they hap** 
pened to meet in the house, to break open the door, which be de«, 
elined doing. They, however, got it done^ and failing there, the 
second visit ended as before related. 

On the third day they came again, and such was the alarm my. 
friends were in, that they absolutely forced me to go under the bed 
of the lady who had lain in only the nightor day before, and some 
of the party attempted to enter the room, when others cried shame^ 
on being told of the lady*s situation, ajod away they went disap« 
pointed of (heir prey a third time, but still convinced, trom the in«. 
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furmation they bad recevveA, that I must be somewhere in the 
raises, Mr. Rudd and other friends came now to offer tne their 
warmest cong^ratulations on my third escape. 

It was during this awful time of my concealment that the trials 
of many gentlemen of rank were gsing on, and who were all exe- 
cuted after th'e mere shadow of trial, viz:— -the aged, the virtu- 
ous,and the innocent Mr. Cornelius Grogan, Captain Keugb, Mes- 
srs. Harvey, Colduugb, Hay, Aoache, KeUy^ Esmonde Kyan^ 
P» Prendergast, and others, and to none wouU less ceremoDy be 
observed than te myself, if taken. My friends, Messrs. Rudd» 
t«ally felt more alarmed for my safsty than 1 did myself, for they 
knew the ^wngoance thtft was vowed against me, and the fate thaft 
awaited me if 1 bad been ta:ken. ^Oalhe night of that <day my 
friends held a consultAtien as to what 1 should do to «cscape, ani 
it was agreed on by them, that f should be furnished with a yeo. 
mall's undress jacket and cap. Those articles were .provided for 
me, and 1 was equipped at day*light nexl msrning, I was fur« 
nished with a bridle, as if going out to a pasture to bring home 
my horse. My good friend, Mr. Wm. Rudd, having provided 
me with a small flask, filled with good whiskey, he proceeded be. 
fore me just as the sun was rising, to open the "hall-door, beck«i 
oning to me to keep back until he first looked out to see if the coaat 
was dear. His prudence on this occasion was hut too well jostL 
fied^ for the two yeomen, who, as 1 before stated, met me on the 
flairs, and, as I supposed, proclaimed my ^plaoe «of vetreaft; 
iNFere onliorsebaiek, with their horses •beads upto Ibeidear. One 
elep in advance at that time would have decided my fiite. I 
would ha^e tieen dragged to jptison «nd thence with little delay «o 
tike scaiibld. Mr. Rudd spobe a few words to those worthies at 
the door, and no sooner had tbe^r node off capMlylo the south side 
cf the town than 1 started to the norfllu ** You must now,'* sail 
Mr. Rudd, in a feeling tone, ^ run the gauntlet, and may Cro4 
protect you." Tbis was a fervent and a sincere prayer, and if 
ever gratitude was indelibly fixed in the ibeartof man for kindness 
which exposed bis liberty. If not bis life, to imminent peri], it 
was on mine at parting from him. Mrs. Scallan and her daughter^ 
in whose house I was, paid the most cordial attention for those few 
nights and days of my tribulations there. It was of that kind and 
a€bctionate nature that cannot be overrated* 



CHAP. 

The Author departs from Wexford ^ and arrives at his Fa-^ 
ther^M house in safety^ The Insurgent Army is dicided into tu-u 
different bodies^ at Wexford, One Corps mardis into the CouH' 
ty of Wicklow-^ T%€ other corps, qfttr holdittg a coundil 
if tcar^ murthes by a cii emtous rovi, end arrive in the counties 
of Car low and Queens's County. The Reo. Mr. Btoac/te returns 
to Wexford^ ai^d is immediately executed. Some privates belonging 
to the IVexford Miltia, who had been made prisoners at Gore^S'^ 
bridge^ put to death in cold blood by the Insurgents. They at^ 
tack C astlecomer^ and are ottiged to retreat., 

I departed from tlie house of mj prolecfors under the Most petu 
l[)us circumstances, but further delay would have been worse than 
Diaduess* At every step I walked, in passing out of the town, I 
\vas in great danger of meeting an enemy who would stop me, as 
I^ was very gemerally known by all classes, and few hostile breasts 
weroyet- safftciently cooled to admit a lender or compassionate 
fi^eling for an orppencnt who had been so fecently in amis. I 
passed quickly through the streets until t came to an outlet called 
the Spa^weU, and here I saw the first centinel on guard. He 
stopped and was ftirting with a young girl who was passing him 
to milk cowSk I desired him^ in a tone of authority,- to desist, 
that she was my [maid, lie accordingly obeyed and left die grri 
at liberty to accompany me some short distahce on my way. As 
I passed on towards Ferry carrig, about a mile from the town, I 
overtook a few Dragoons going to a Camp that had been pitched 
uear that place. One of them accosted me and asked if I was go« 
ing for my horse ? I answered, yes. *• Is he a good horse,** 
said he ; I replied in the afBrnvative. •* Well," said he, Mr. Yeo- 
man, '^ will you stand a knock >** I said I would, and we agreed 
to meet on my return, but 1 believo no one will suppose I was 
over pimctual in keeping my word. When 1 got out of their 
sight, and clear of the walU and hedges in the vicinity of t!ie 
town, 1 took to the fiekls at some distance from the road, and 
Iproceeded with a celerity that was unusual with me on other oc* 
casious. 1 was som»Uimes impeded by walls, close hedges, or 
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fiiins, wliich forced me iuto the road until I got clear of them.— 
When about four miles from towoi one of those obstacles threw me 
ill tlie way of a body of Pikemen going in to surrender their arms. 
Perceiving the pikes before the men could have a view of me, I 
bounced qu'ckly over the road ditch and concealed myself in some 
furze until they had passed^ fearing that my dress might have ex- 
posed me to danger from those who did not know me. Some dis- 
tance further on a second party came on me by surprise at a turn 
in the road, some of wliom knew me, and 1 of course cautioned 
them against saying they had seen me. A moment's reflection 
might have satisfied me that there was not much danger to be ap- 
prehended from men going in to surrendoi^ their arms, but when 
one cause of alarm followed so quickly on another my mind was 
no agitated that there was little room for reflection. 1 at length 
arrived at a farmer's house whose name was Nicholas Wickan, 
within about five miles of Moneyhore, my father's place. Here 
I got some refreshment, and was accommodated with a horse to 
carry me ho^e. The man insisted on sending a boy to bring 
back the horse, and I contended strongly against his taking this 
trouble, as I expected 1 would find some body alive at home to bring 
him back, but the man, luckily for me, persisted in sending the 
boy^ and when I mounted the horse, I directed him to get up 
behind me, which he did. I then set off somewhat refreshed from 
Wickan's house. We had to travel through bye ways, the 
ditches on each side of which were mostly covered with high 
furze> as weie many of the fields adjoining. Behind those furze 
in many places w^re numbers of armed men sheltering themselves 
from the hands of their enemies^ | soon afterwards learned from 
some of tho^e persons, that, having seen me approach in my Yeo- 
manry dres«, their fire-arms were frequently presented to shoot 
me, and that I would certainly have lost my life, *had not the 
boy's grey coat been providentially observed, which arrested 
their attention yid induced them to believe that I was not an ene- 
my, when accompanied by a grey. coated boy. On approaching 
my father's house the domestics were at first alarmed, but joy 
quickly succeeded to apprehension. They bad heard arepoit 
of my death and fully credited it, and they were now of course 
the more agreeably surprised at my happy deliverance. My fa- 
ther and sisters, who had for some days suffered dreadfully by he- 
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ing obliged to quit their home and take shelter in the miserable 
hut of a cottier, on a remote spot at tho edge of a bog, were, a 
few days before my arrival, invited to the hospitable residence of 
their respectable and most kind-hearted Protestant friend, Mr. 
Joshua Lett, living near Enniscorthy. This gentleman whose 
name I have before introduced, shewed the greatest kindness and 
generosity to many then in danger and distress, as well as to mjr 
friends, in consequence of which he would not be allowed his 
claim as a suffering loyalist for losses sustained during the Insur- 
rection. Had Mr. Lett's claim been based upon any fact which 
could prove that his zeal was not strictly regulated by notions of 
honour and justice,' fhere is no doubt but he would have been 
awarded ample compensation for his losses. But he was a man 
incapable of oppressing his neighbour, or of imbruing his hands 
in the blood of his fellow-creature, and his noble nature spurned 
that redress which could only be obtained through the medium of 
cruelty and injustice. If examples could justify him in the adop- 
tioB of a different course, he had those examples in the conduct of 
Eeighbouring gentlemen, who were awarded more than ten.f<W 
the'amount of what thfey had lost by the Insurgents. 

My father and sisters having quickly heard, to them the jqyful , 
tidings of my safe arrival, came home speedily to meet one whose 
supposed death had already cost them many tears of affliction and 
sorrow. I shall not attempt to describe our affecting interview.- 
The past griefs, the future gloomy prospects were for a moment 
lost, in joy and hope, at this ende^iring meeting. After the eifects 
of this never-to-be-forgotten scene had somewhat subsided, I 
became soKcitous to shelter myself from arrest, first throwing off 
my borrow^ dress, which in some time was safely returned to 
Mr. Rudd, knowing that the rage of party was «tiU tooviole«t 
for,aayman implicated as I had been, to calculate on personal 
security. 

1 must now return to give an account of the proceedings of the 
iMurgent aroiy, which I before endeavouml to tmce m^H 
arrivSat Wexford, on the evening of the 21st of June Such 
was the confusion and dismay on that evening, that the leadeis 
were quite divided, as to what ought to be done, or what course 
should be taken. They at lengthdecided on dividing their force 
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into separate corps. All those men who inhabited the country 
north or north-east of the river Slaney, except a small party with 
Father Mivrphy, crossed Wexford bridge^ under the comvand of 
Mr. Edward Fitzgerald, Mr. Garrett Byrne, Mr. Esmond Kyao, 
Mr. Edward Roache, and other commanders. The other division 
proceeded some few miles into the barony of Forth, under three 
clerical commanders, the Rev. Philip Roache, the Rev. Moses 
Keams, and the Rev« John Murphy. This corps marched into 
Bargy Barony, and encamped that night at a place called Sleedagb, 
about five miles from Wexford. Mr. Keams, who suffered much 
from a wound he received at Enniscorthy the preceding day, and, 
from extreme fatigue, took shelter in a farmer's house on the way, 
was left behind by the body on the following day. A council 
of war was held this nighty when the Rev. Mr. Roache strongly 
urged the propriety of their sending in an offer to Wexford, of 
surrendering their arms ^d seeking protection, further resistance 
being considered by him as fruitless and unavailing. The Rev. 
John Murjrfiy boldly resisted this, and declared against placing 
any reliance on the powers that were*-for his part, he said *^ if 
lie stood alone, he would never willbgly surrender to them."-*-* 
This declaration, supported by very strong and conclusive argu- 
ments, gained over the whole body to his side, and they at onco 
l-esolved to march by the safest rout through ScoUagh Gap into 
the county Carlow, and thence to Castlecomer. The Rev. Mr. 
Roache returned to Wexford, where he was most ignominiously 
dragged through the streets to the scaffold, with very little d*;Iay. 
He deserved a better fate ; his conduct to Protestants, as truly 
related by the Rev. Mr. Gordon, himself a Protestant clergyman, 
in his history of the Wexford Insurrection, and which conduct I 
witnessed in many instances myself, proved him to be both gene- 
rous and hiiiuaue. But little did such attributes avail a man at 
that moment. 

On the morning of the 23d of June, the Insurgent body, now 
coniniandcd by the Rev. John Murphy, proceeded thro* the county 
of Carlow, and having arrived before the^ little town of Gores- 
briilgo, in, the county of Kilkenny, a show of defence was made at 
a bridge on the riVcr Barrow by a party of the Wexford Militia, 
but they were quickly repulsed, driven back into the village, and 
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nearly all either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. The pri- 
soners were conveyed with the Insurgents, until they arrived on a 
ridge of hills whicfi divides the counties of Carlow and Kilkenny 
from the Queen's County. Here, to their eternal dishonour be it 
told, they put some of the unfortunate prisoners to death, and bu- 
ried their bodies on the hill ; others escaped and joined their friends. 
Injustice to the memory of the Rev. John Murphy, I must here 
state, that these murders were perpetrated dj^trary to his solemn 
injunctions, and that they were the result of long felt and deadly 
malice, entertained by some of the Insurgents towards the unfor- 
tunate Militia men. It is lamentable to think that men fighting 
for liberty should have disgraced themselves by such barbarity. 
The example of murdering in cold blood was, no doubt, constantly 
set them by their enemies ; but still brave men and Christians 
should never be influenced by such savage examples, to perpetrate 
cold blooded and deliberate murders. If a war of partial exter* 
mination had not been proclaimed, no justification whatever could 
be offered for this revolting atrocity ; but it is well known that, 
although the practice was not avowedly sanctioned by the consti- 
tuted authorities, it was in almost all cases unblushingly advised 
by the underlings of power in Ireland. 

.Having rested for the night of the 23d of June on the Ridge, 
as those hills are called, they proceeded early next morning to 
Castlecomer. and commenced a furious attack on the town at ten 
o'clock. The principal resistance offered to their progress w^s 
from a party st&tioned in a hoqse at the foot of the bridge, which 
was ably defended, and opposite to which many brave men fell, 
by rashly exposing themselves in front of so strong a position ; 
for the town could have been attacked and carried with very little 
loss from another quarter. In fact, every other position wjjs 
speedily abandoned by the military and yeomanry, who retreated 
, and took up a position on a hill at a respectful distance froip the 
town. Here, as well as in most other places where the Insurgents 
had been epgaged, skill alone was wanting to insure success. — 
The people had numbers and courage enough to overthrow any 
force which had been spnt against them, if they had been skill- 
fully commanded. The attack on the welUdefendcd house was 
fruitlessly kept up for four hours, from which they finally retreat- 
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^d with severe loss, and marched m a iiortluwcst diiccUon, about 
five miles into the Queen's Ooiaity, whore they restod for that 
night. Here and on the ri^g^ before mentioned, the coHiers, on 
whose assistance they hid calculated, and by whom they had 
been induced to proceed to that neighbourhood, robbed them of 
their arms, ^s they lay aSileep, overpowered by fatigue and hunger. 



CHAP. xir. 

€!rmeland CQld-hlooded slaiighter Qt JKHcomfiey^ %f near two 
Jkuntdred of the country peopie^ by the Military emd Yeomanry^ 
Dispersion of ike Rev. Mr. Mttrpby^s division, after iheir re^ 
ium to the count jf Wexford^ 

On the 25th the discomfited and disheartened Insurgents retraced 
their steps back by Goresbridge, and bivouacked for that night 
at the opposite side, in the County of Carlow on the hill of Kil. 
comney. The next morning being hazy, and the wretched people 
overpowered and disheartened by fatigue, want of food, and want 
of raiment, they were unexpectedly surrounded by a large body of 
military and yeomanry, under the command of the renowned Sir 
Charles Asgitl. After being the day before robbed of a great 
portion of their arms they could make but a feeble resistance to 
the King^s troops, and had only to try and eflfect their retreat in 
the speediest way they could, on the same route through Scollagh 
by which they had arrived in that part of the country. It is a 
remarkable fact, that in advancing or retreating they experienced 
very little support or sympathy from the inhabitants of the district 
between Scollagh Gap and Goresbridge, and I shall now mention 
the reward which those people had from that faction to whom they 
bowed in abject slavery; it /nust tend strongly, though much 
to be regretted, to prove that, in the end, those who boldly and un- 
hesitatingly take the field in civil war, (when forced to it,) gene- 
rally fare belter than those who crouch beneath the tyrant's cru- 
elty. Whether humanity or some le;ss noble motive actuate<l Sir 
Charles Asgill and his force, it is certain that he adopted great 
caution in coming to close quarters with the retreating Insurgents, 
who kept a party of good sharp ^hooters to cover their retreat, by 
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wbt>se rifles many ofEcers and men had fallen early in the engage* 
nient. But Sir Charles reserved his troops for an easier victory-^ 
tbo destruction of the defenceless inhabitants of an unoffending 
and most peaceable district !l! Men^women, and children wer^ 
butchered on this day in cold blood ; neither age^i sex^ infirmity^ 
or innocence could obtain exemption from the common fate, and 
^ey were all slaughtered without mercy* Some of the troops 
were ordered to the houses «f the formers^ accompanied by a vil- 
lain named Kelly, who had previously lived in the neighbourhood ; 
who prosecuted some oi his neighbours to conviction, and was now 
determined to dispatch others of them in a more summary and 
lesd expensive way* This monster enriched himself and his com- 
panions by carrying off every thing portable or of sufBcient value 
to gratify their blood-thirsty avarice, and the several houses they 
had robbed, before they took their leave, they burned to ashes.— 
They killed (at Kilcomney) Thomas Myran and his two sons, and 
robbed and burned their house ; they murdered Andrew Mackesy 
and his son, and burned their house, and left two children,, both 
deaf and dumb, without a protector ; they murdered James and 
Edward Tuite, two brothers, one of whom was already in bed on 
the point of death, and burned their house ; they murdered James 
and John Walsh^ two brothers, and eleven others nearer to Scol- 
lagh Gap, and wounded others in flying from their cabins, many 
of whom afterwards died. At BallynasiHogue ihey murdered 
eighteen of the inhabitants, and of this number were five brothers 
named Neill, all living in the same house, with a widow, their 
mother, and two female children. The poor widow prostrated 
herself before the butchers imploring them to leave her even one 
son to protect herself and her innocent babes. Their reply was, 
that they considered it very merciful to spare even herself. There 
were two carpenters at the time at work at NeilPs house, and two 
neighbours who had just walked in, and these were all murdered, 
making an aggregate of nine men in the one house. The poor 
widow soon after died of a broken heart, and left her two innocent 
female children unprotected. They murdered also on this towns- 
land Peter Kiirchela, who, at the time, was surroimded by seven 
small children crying in vain for merry. They also murdered 
Darby Ryan, who was so (imid as to be alarmed at the sij;ht of ;i 
Yd] coat .11 any lime ; but he had (hen recently prepared a subtcr- 
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raneous retreat for the hour of danger, and on seeing some soldiers 
coming this day he fled to his cave, but, unfortunately for him, a 
neighbour to whom he had shewn it now occupied his intencted 
retreat ; poor Darby run from thence to a inrf-kisfa and got under 
it. Here he was discovered and shot by tho^ inhuman butchers. 
Michael LafTan and his daughter were shot dead, and his wife re- 
ceived a shot that broke one of her thigh bones ; Are of his neigfi- 
bours were also shot in his house, and the house set Rre to ov«r 
the dead bodies. A poor woman had the melancholy and difficult 
task to perform, of dragging out the dead bodies to prevent their 
being consumed in the flames, f n Coshill, near this [Jiaee, Hiere 
were five men murdered. In Lacken, the next townsland, them 
were seven men murdered, among which were £dmund Joyce and 
his sons David, Thomas, and Andrew; leaving several young chil- 
dren orphans. In Spaw-HiU Pheltm Doyle and Patrick Doran, 
both^ aged about eighty years, were mnrdered on the same floor. 
In the same place Patrick Fitzpa trick and his wife Margaret fell 
4ead in each other's arms. The poor wife seeing the savages ap- 
proach her husband ran between them with an infant at her breast, 
supporting it with one hand^ while die threw the other round her 
iiusband*s neck, eryiifg out for mercy for the father of .her infant 
and five other small cUftdren. She was repeatedly threatened with 
death if she did not withdraw ; but determined to fall in the arms 
of her husband, with the innocent babe between them, she hero- 
ically kept her ground, and the same bullets put a period to tier 
own and her husband's existence. ^ But here the interpositioB of 
Trovidence protected the innocent babe, who aifterwards heard and 
described the melancholy fate of its innocent pai^ents— that child, 
I am informed, is still living. Poor Terence Pitzpatrick ! The 
liouse of this ill-fated couple was set fire to over the heads of the 
other five children, and the innocent cieatures ran into a neigfi- 
hour's house, veho had escaped by secreting himself, lirying, ^* m^ 
daddy is killed — my mammy is kiljled-^^and the pigs we drinking 
their blood.** Those six orphans were thrown on .the pirotectioii 
of a poor aunt, named Kealy, who begged for them and brought 
them up under the protectiou of an All-merciful Providence, and 
with the assistance of charitable neighbours. -1 believe they are 
all still living to acknowledge the mercy of God and the ten- 
derness and affection of poor Joan Kealy, whoso name will be 
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remembered with respect and ad4nl ration, while that of th^ 
bloody Asgilly the head butcher of the day, in that quarter uf 
Ireland, and the names of his inhuman satellites, will be trans* 
mittedto all succeeding ages with sentiments of horror and ex. 
ecratioo. About one hmidred and forty persons were slauglu 
tered in tlie district which I have mentioned, leavings per^- 
haps, four or five hundred unprotected orphans, without parent, 
property or friend^ and few of them having relations to contribute 
to their safety or support. The Insurgents went on their way to 
Scollagh Gapy while this butchery wa^ perpetrating, having a 
body of tl)e King's cavalry hanging on their rear, but which kept 
at a respeotful distance^ 

About two miles distant from Scollagh, the Rev. Jolnr Murphy^ 
and a trusty man, his follower, named Gallagher, remained be<* 
hind in some place of concealment, to take rest after the harrass* 
ing they had recently suflRsred. When they recovered themselves 
they found that their friends were out of their reach, and as they 
dreaded facing to their own country in sueh a defenceless state, 
they proceeded towards tlie neighbourhood of Tullow, as it is be* 
lieved, without having adopted any settled plan for their future 
security, where they soon afterwards fell into the hands of tlie 
enemy, who birdught them into Tullow, %here they were hang^ 
ed without delay or ceremony. 

It has been confidently asserted, that divisions of the Down* 
shire and Wicklow Militias, different corps of Queen's County 
Yeomanry, and the Leighlin^Bridge Yeomanry, were the most 
distinguished perpetrators in the bloody massacre of (this dismal 
day. In coming close to ScoHagh Gap the poor Wexfordians 
were pressed from different quarters, and many of them endear 
voured to climb up the adjacent mountains. Two brave fellows 
who marched in the rear with other sharp shooters to cover the 
retreat, were bow obliged to ascend the mountain at Scollagh after 
their friends ; and though unsupported by their companions in 
arms, they stopped at a proper distance on the way, from whence 
the fire of their long guns could take effect on the enemy passing 
the road at the base of the mountain. Here they lay imder cover 
of a large stone, and when the enemy's horse came within gun- 
shot^ they opened a quick and unerring fire on the column^ oue 
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of them charging for the other until thcj kiQed or wounded ten or a 
dozen of the drag^oons and yeoman cavalry, as 1 have heard from 
the beat authority. These tiro p^sood were James Coady of Bal- 
}idda«^giny near Newtownbarry, and Michael Laey of Baliybog^gin, 
Bear Wexford. When it is considered that-two brave men efiected 
so much, in defence of a pai:s not very difficult of access, aad kept 
in check a larg^e body of well disciplined troops, what might not a 
few hundred of eqnaily brave men well armed, with the aid of a 
few pieces of well served artMlery, eifeet in a similar situation.—' 
When the body of the Insurgents wete fMttsing thvough Scdiagh 
Gap, a vast number of them took^o the chain of mountains called 
Mount Le^nster and Black Stairs^ between that and Newtown- 
batry, from which, after many of them had been killed, the re« 
mainder wfH-e didjodged. Others took shelter in the large woods 
of Killaughran, which are within about three miles of Scollagh, 
and those who came from the northern part of the County resorted 
to the wood of Ferns, where many of them were killed, and others 
worked their way to the Wicklow mountains in quest of that divi- 
sion of the army from which they had separated at Wexford. To 
this division I shall now return^ referring^ however, to Mr, Hay's 
History for an account of the different battles they fought, until 
they were, in a final efibrt, defeated and dispersed at the river 
]Boyne. Such of them as survived having encountered unparal- 
leled difficulties, either worked their way back into their own 
country, half naked and half starved, or sojourned in other quar- 
ters, seeking shelter until the temper of the times became more 
cool and peaceable. 
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CHAP. xiir. 



The Author conceals himself near kis/uiher^'$ house, where he 
is joined by the Rev, Mr, Keams, Defeat and destruction of the 
Ancient Britons^ by Fitzgerald cand Byrne^s division of the In- 
surgenis, near Camew. Arrival of this division at Eillaughran 
Woods. Five Yeomen taken plundering farmer^s houses, by a 
pairole of the Insurgents, and shot. Negotiation with Gene^ 
Grose, on behalf of the Author. Receives an aeiidental wound, 
and is removed to the house cf Mr. Joshua Lett. 

I was still endeavouring to shelter myself in one place of retreat 
or another, while mj friends were active in sounding, without my 
knowledge, persons in authority, for the purpose of procuring me 
a protection. Captain Robinson, of the South Cork Militia, who 
had immediately after Ihe insurrection been married to a relative 
of mine, a Mrs. Buchannan, who had fled to my father^s house 
from Enniscortby after the insurrection commenced, and remained 
there until it ended, now interposed for me with General Grose, 
' then commanding the King's troops at Enniscorthy under Ge- 
neral Hunter, who commanded the district, and was quartered in 
Wexford. Captain Robinson's application was warmly supported 
hy several influential Protestants. General Grose represented my 
case to General Hunter, and during this negociation I did not re- 
ceive the slightest intimation of its having commenced. A part 
of that division of the Insurgents, which I last referred to, after 
fighting several battles and cutting the Ancient Britons to pieces 
near Camew, now weakened by a diminution of their number, di- 
rected their march to the woods of Killaughran, where they ex- 
pected, from information they had received, to meet a large rein** 
forcement with Mr. Keams, the Priest, and myself in command. 
Finding that Mr. Kearns or I were not in Killaughran, Messrs. 
Edward Eitzgerald and Gerald Byrne sent to my father's house, 
which was about two miles and a half from the woods, where 
they had halted, to inform us of their arrival, and expressing a 
hope we would join them immediately ; Mr. Keams, who had re- 
cently arrived, and myself, were at a tenant's house in the neigh- 
bourhood. Our situation was becoming every day more preca- 
rioufi, as the frequent excursions of our enemies^ through all quar- 



tersof the conntry, left as but tittle hope of safety in ^nj place of 
retreat. As soon as the message had been delrvered to ns, vre went 
%o my fatber^s house to take leave of him and my sisters, being 
determined unmediately to join our friends in the wtiods, and we 
were<%rtainly in the greatest joy at being favoured with an oppor- 
tunity of aboodoning our perilous situation. Though I consented, 
at; the pressing call and feeling appeal of the gentlemen in Wet" 
fcNrd, to be a deputy to General Lake, my views did not coincide 
with theirs, as to the ben^ts that would eventually arise from the 
hazardous missioBS to that general, and the other commanders then 
in the vicinity of Wexford. The news of a dnpatch having been 
received by Mr. Kearns and myself, was known by the family be- 
lore we reached my father's house ; my sisters, who were of course 
averse to my leaving them, implored my father to exercise his au- 
thority and influence to dissuade me from again taking the field. I 
went up to his bed side, where he lay with slight hopes of recovery, 
f^om a tedious illness, to take, as I intended, my last farewell ; 
he struggled to sit up in the bed, though in an exhausted state, 
and addressing me in the most feeling and solemn manner, said 
that he laid bis strongest and most impressive obligation on me 
not to think of quitting my sisters, who would soon be left by his 
death without any protectoi^, remarking, at the same time, that the 
humanity which he was proud to hear, I had exercised in behalf 
of my Protestant neighbours and countrymen, during the Insur- 
rection, and the influence of high friends could not fail, he hoped, 
to obtain my pardon from the government. It was in vain 1 stated 
how weak were my hopes of escaping, or of having my humanity 
duly appreciated, when the angry passions and prejudices of men, 
discarded, even at the foot of tho tribunals of justice, every re- 
collection of piist kindnesses. His feeling for my sisters, and the 
hopes he cherished, being the same as those expressed by many 
of my friends, induced him to urge his commajids'with inconceive^ 
able perseverance. The tears of my sistei^s added to his all-pow-, 
erful commands, completely subdued me ; I felt strongly the duty 
and affection I owed to both, but I could not help stating to them 
my fears, that any protection which I could afford my family, was 
nothing more than imaginary. I alledgcd in a tender and affec- 
tionate manner, that if I should be taken while the tribunals were 
not as vet sated with blood, their tears might have to flow in vain 



far the p rematnro fata of one, whom tjbcy w/are unablo to rescue 
from inJQstlcc and lyrranny^ bnt wboin they would prev<ent from 
enjoying his liberty, ^t least so long as he had power 1o defeod it. 
This was one of the most severe jtrials to w^ich in my life I have 
. ever been exposed ; overpowered by the solemn iiyunctioo of i^ny 
father, and the tears and eotreatie^ of n^y sisilars* wbi^beyer p^lt I 
shouM.tako at that afflictifig mom rat, presented dangers and diffipHl- 
ties. My duty and iiicUna|ion would alike h^ve^irged my stay by 
the sick bed of a dying parent^ 9iid the attootlons due to affee. 
tionate sisters had always tbe^ due weight in iqfluenciDg my con* 
duct, yet I could not be blind to the dispiriting* truth that I myself 
was the most helpless and destitute of all, and ips^ead of being 
able to solace the infirmities of ray fatber^s age and the weakness 
of tny sister's sex, or defend them from outrage or insult, 1 
waited the power to preteict my own life from the vengeful fury 
of a remorseless faction which was s^illiiig blood at this time in 
torrents, as well at Wexford as in other parts of the county, 
sometimes under the mask of statute or ^i^tial law|^ apd othe^ 
times impelled by the double incentive of spoUation and revenge* 
I felt great mortification to be at all within the reach of such mep, 
having an insuperable objection to their sijt.tiog in Ju^oient on 
my actions, apd not wishing that a^y application should be mado 
on my behalf to persons thus profaning thp sapctuary of justice. 
However imminent the danger by which it was probable I should 
soon find myself encompassed, I felt that the pi^yocations to re- 
sist that faction which now trampled on tfie necks of the people, 
before whom they had so lately fled like a herd of trembling deer, 
were exceedingly great* Until they had been animated by the 
presence-pf the regular troops, who had save4 tb^ir lives though 
they could not recover their ^st honour, they proved themselves 
the mo$t recreant cowards that ever disgraced Ireland. Although 
the people had ■suffered defeat in seme instances, they were yet 
much stronger than when they commenced the stniggle. The 
ruthless ascendancy faction did not, however, relax in their sa- 
vage ferocity ; shame for their late cowardice when danger ap- 
peared only sharpened their present rage and excited their thirst 
for blood. 

They were fully avvare of the weakness and wickedness of a 
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government which served llKjk parpose, far theV knew it wantc(t 
t4fc power cvon H \i had the tsdiaaiiun 1o cut off the hydra head 
of the orange faction, wliich rioted to khrieiy iu the bloud of its 
<}evoted viedms. Wexford became ^be theatre of irequent imno. 
latioits ; then who but tho veriest fit»v«, jwhifst eyen a doubtful 
llioag^ dai]||0rous rtdiymg poiia Temainedy when he n^giit liravdy 
1^6 er conquer, toald deign to seek mercf at the hands d a viru^ 
ient asoendancy, ^ho^^e vuitiire-ltke passions were only encreased, 
net satiated by saperabuadant dang hter ? I cowid ntft Hrea think 
of solidttttg' or of gMvkg any edasent to solicit m^cy fcom sach a 
jparty. 

My 't^se W3UB however every ^ay growing so desperate that tny 
friends w^re induced to make applications to men in power, but 
they were men who did not belong to the ascendancy party. Mr, 
Kearns repaired to his friend ; suffering the greatest mortificatioa 
^t my not acicompanying bim. He continued with the Insurgents 
until they were dispersed at the Boyne^ and he was soon taken 
and executed with Mr. I*erry, at Edenderry, the three clerical 
commanders all meetic^g the same fate, and little better could be 
expected. I always thought and still think that ministers of reli- 
gion shoul4 be ministers of peace and not voluntary witnesses to 
the spilling of human blood« It is but justice, however, to those 
)am(»%ted clergymen to say, that they prevented much bloodshed* 
They were all brave^ generous and humane. 

I' ordered my lather^s shepherd to bring in his flock and had two 
good sheep killed. I set some women to bake a quantity of whea- 
ten bread and dispatdied these provisions to our friends as a torn** 
ppra^y relief^ and I then returned to my place of retreat. Reprc« 
sentatiuns were now made to Gcnei*al Grose by malicious persons, 
jtfaat I commaaijbd tipe men who had made Killaugfaran wood their 
head-quarters ; not many of those who had originally encamped 
there, haying quit it to join Messrs. Fitzgerald and Byrne, their 
numbers continued to ei^rease by desertions from the army, and 
as scattered Insurgents were coming into them from different 
quarters there was a prospect of their becoming truly formidable. 
Five Yeomen who went out at this period from Enniscorthy to 
plunder, were taken by their pftrole, brought into the wood 
and shot. 



92 

General Grose was, in consequence of misrepresentatioQs, much 
incensed against ine, the more particularly as be had been endea- 
vu II ring to obtain my pardon. He liad a plan matured to have (he 
wood surrounded by a large forte eoHected from different quar« 
tors, and with the local force which he himself commandedy he had 
my father's house surrounded and strictly searched ibr roe at night, 
declaring) that if I was found I should be hanged ^t my father'^ 
gate. This would have been a threat unmeritedly executed, with a 
vengeance, to a dying parent and three disconsolate Cam^es. It 
so happened that I had previou^y promised to spend $his verjf 
night with my father's family ; but, as Providence would have 
it, an accidental wound which I had received on that day from my 
own pistol, prevented my going on that night to my father's house* 
Many bnoecnt persons fell victims, on the following day, to the 
fury and resentment excited by the murder of the five yeomen.— 
The innocent are generally on such occasions, the sufferers when 
the guilly are not forthcoming. When the angry feelings excited 
by my enemies had, in some d^ree, subsided. General Grose was 
convinced by friends of mine how groundless and how wicked were 
the late charges preferred against me. I lay in my retreat for ' 
ten days longer, when Captain Robinson resumed his negociation 
with General Grose to obtain for me a protection. In two or 
three days after Captain Robinson made this application, he re-» 
quested my \3ld0st sister to have me conveyed to our friend Mr^ 
Lett's house privately, that I might give him an interview. He 
was not apprized of my helpless situation, nor was I apprized of 
his negociation with the General, and now being quite disabled, I 
had scarcely any will of my own. In obedience to his request, I 
was taken out of bed, placed on a car with a bed and coverlet, dis«* ^ 
guised by a female's cloak, and a female placed behind* me on the 
bed to support me ; and thus prepared and aeeompanied by a.dear 
and affectionate sister, who deeply shared in all my woes, I was 
providentially conveyed, in safety, by a public road to the house of 
my invaluable friend, Mr. Joshua Lett, where 1 was most kindly 
welcomed. Ht^re 1 was met by Captain Robinson, who was par- 
ticular in his enquiries, whether *' any charge of cruelty could be 
brought against me, as to obtain a protection under the general 
charge of being concerned in tile rebellion was all that cQuld be' 
expected." He was well pleased with my assurance that 1 had 
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uscii my best offices m the cause of humanity, and he told me tl^at 
he would, on the following day, make the strongest possible repre- 
sentation in my favour to General Grose, Ca.ptain Robinson was 
not, as I said before, informed that 1 had received a wound, but I 
told him that I had met with an accident on passing over a stile, — 
Struggling, as I did, to sit up too long in my very weak state, and 
being before overcome by the jolting of the car, witli much diffi- 
culty I got up stairs and was placed on a pallet bed. So painful 
did my wound become, and so completely debilitated was I, that 
I thought the exertions of the Captain for me would prove unne- 
cessary, as being too late. I spent a sleepless mght, ray mind and 
body being equally tortured , And as the house was on the side of a 
public road, within one mile of Enniscorthy, where the military 
were constantly passing, the danger of arrest was continually be- 
fore my eyes. On the following morning, after my arrival, as I 
struggled to sit up in my bed, with my back supported by a sofa, 
to take breakfast, the servant that brought it having just left the 
voom, I felt a sudden and extraordinary heat in that part of my 
thigh where I had received the wound. Putting my hand to the 
part, finding a great discbarge of blood flowing from it, and feel- 
ing greatly alarmed, I called as loud as my feeble state would al- 
low, to my servant. Not being answered, 1 repeated Jhe call with 
all the strength I could collect ; my exertion gave a powerful sti- 
mulus to the flow of blood, and I at length fell back exhausted 
against the sofa that stood at the head of the pallet. My last call 
was heard by my own servant, who hastily ran up and found me 
motionless and to all appearance dead, weltering in my blood, with 
which the bed and elothes round me were saturated. An alarm 
now spread through the house, and the good family with my dear 
sister came hastily to my assistance. 

Concealment became now imposi^ble, and my situation was se 
alarming, that my respected friend, Mr. Lett, rode with all possible 
speed into Enniscorthy for a surgeon, and quickly returned with a 
Doctor Pounder, a resident of that town. After I had lain in that 
state for more than an hour, those, by whom I was surrounded, be- 
ing unable to give me assistance, they entirely despaired of 
my life. The blood still continuing to flow copiously, and when 
hope had almost fled from my sorrowing attendants, I began to 
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hear thfrsoand of voices, and the returning light began to present 
a dim view of surrounding objects ; a faint power of speech next 
came, and 1 recollected some styptic, which I had formerl}^ seen 
applied with powerful effect. It was procured, an^ be^re the 
surgeon came, my attendants succeeded in sto|>ping the blood that 
flowed before with great violence, Whcjo Doctor Pounder ar- 
rived, he examined the wound, and gave it as bis opinion, that 
should the bleeding again come on,, my instant dissolution could 
not be prevented by the muled skiil of the^ la^nlty,. 1 heard this 
grave decision with composure, nor did it awaken in my mind any 
degree of despair ; I told hiRV witb calmness, and firmness of mind» 
though scarcely able to articulate a word, that my life mofit not be 
in any more danger than tliat occasioned by an excessive discharge 
of blood for that time, as neither artery op leading vein could havs 
been seriously injured, else I had not so long survived the wound 
which over exertion alone had novir caused to bleed. My recollec- 
tion was cause of much surprise to all present^ particularly at a 
moment when they entertained but very faint hwpes of my recove- 
ry. For some days I felt extremely weak, as the position in which 
I was obliged to lye, caused me great pain, and I felt still consider- 
able anxiety lest I might be discovered and dragged to priscMi itk 
my melancholy and helpless state.. 

My friends now expiessod theiv rrgret for having brought mc 
from my former place of concealment, and all wiHi agree that %t 
was a most hazardous undertaking. The woods in the neighbour* 
hood were, during this time, frequently beset by military parties 
from different quarters, and it was still confidently asserted by 
my enemies that I was at the head of the outstanding Insurgents, 
One of those days of general search a number of tke military 
called at my f&ther*s house with Captain Kerr, who commanded 
the Newtownbarry cavalry, and who was agent to the then Colonel 
Barry^ now Lord Famham. Captain Kerr had been an intimate 
acquaintance of my fafher^s and mine ; be had been agent also to 
Colonel Pfaayre. on whose estate my father resided, and had been 
sometimes hospitably entertained at my father*s house; accompa« 
nied by Colonel Phayre, he went to my father's bedside to enquire 
abgut his health, and to express his regret at my obstinacy, in 
still pereevering to offer resistance to the laws, and in encouraging 
Insurrection, at a time when men of every description were seek- 
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}ng rfn opportunify to return to habits of peace and industry, — '• 
Ho sah? he had positive information, that, at that moment, I was 
at the head of the Insurgents in Ki]laughram Wood, Of the opi- 
nion founded on this informalion he was with diffi(;ulty disabused 
by my father and sisters, who assured him, mdsi solemnly, that I 
was then at a Protestant gentleman's house, under the protection 
of an officer of his Majesty's army, wliici was endeavouring to 
maVe terrhs for my future safety, and that many respectable Pro- 
te^taMfs of the county were^lso using their best exertions for tliat 
purpose. He was equally^ pleased and surprised to hear this ac- 
count, and said he would acquaint Colonel Barry of the shameful 
falsehoods container) in the informations l^ven against me. Colo- 
nel Barry liad been, previous to the Insurrection^ a friend of my 
father's aiia miiie, in consequence of our supporting him at an 
election in IVcxford, in the year 1797. t^aptain Robinson, hear- 
ing of what passed between Captain Kerr and my father and sis- 
ters, lost no time in going to Newtownbarry, and in completely 
satisfying Colonel Barry, that I had not liie slightest connexion 
or communication with the Insurgents in the woods, from the time 
they had taken shefter there up to that hour. And, indeed, to 
their credit, I must acknowledge, that one of them never came 
near me,, feeling, I believe^ an anxiety not to commit me in any 
way with their proceedings. Colonel Barry was much gratified 
at Captain Robinson's report, and promised to use any influence 
he had for my safety, and most honourably and faithfully be fuU 
filled his promise. Informations being, after a few days, given 
directly to General Grose, that I lay ill at Mr. Lett's, and that as 
soon as 1 could,; consistently with the safety of my life, be reutov- 
cd, I would be carried away by the Insurgents in Killaughram 
woo<l. The General immediately ordered Captain Robinson to 
bring me into Enniscorihy, with ^hich order he was obliged 
forthwith to com{)ly. I was carried fiom my pallet, as on a for- 
mer occasion, placed on a car with a bed, and a person to support 
me. The pain and suffering on th^ former occasion, was nothing 
to what I suffered by this removal, which I really did not expect 
to survive for a single day. The Captain had the kindness to prei. 
vail on General Grose t«^allow me to be placed in lodgings, whicii 
he, the Captain, Would prepare. Those lodgings he had pre- 
pared on my arrival, and here waTs I placed with a sentinel at my 
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doer. I must in ibis place acknowledge, with unbounded gratis 
tude, the generous anxiety and the cordial iittentions of Mr. Lett 
and his amiable daughters, during my sojourn in their baspitable 
mansion. 



CHAP. Xiv. 

A Protection is granted to the Author^ as a Rebel Officer^ by 
General Hunter. Attempt to assassinate him by a Yeoman. He 
leaves Enniscorthy and r^fires to his country place. He is there 
arrested and committed ib theyaol of Wexford* 

My situation now.becoming known to both friends and enemies^ 
it excited the compassion of many respectable Protestants. Ap- 
plications were daily made to General Grose in my favour, which 
induced him to be the more earnest in soliciting General Hunter 
for a protection for me, and which that brave and venerable soldier 
at length kindly granted. It was indeed a singular document, as 
it particularly specified that I was to be protected as a REBEL 
OFFICER !!! Any man acquainted with General Hunter's cha- 
racter must allow that he would not have granted such a protec- 
tion to me had his power or authority been circumscribed ; or did 
^e not feel perfectly justified in so doing, both by the circumstances 
of my case and the exigency of the times. The civil laws of the 
country were at this time suspended, and it lay with the military 
Chief Governor, when charges of an insurrectionary nature were 
submitted to him, to extend pardon, absolute and unconditional, 
to any person he might deem worthy of this favour. For it would 
be a strange anomaly in governing, to give any individual or tri- 
bunal an unlimited power to condemn or pardon and afterwards to 
revoke the power to pardon while the power to condemn would be 
left unrestricted. The Generals of districts possessed at this period 
almost unlimited power; for some time after the Insurrection ceased, 
persons of inferior rank exercised torture, and executed unarmed, 
innocent, and unresisting men, without trial or inquiry. Their 
power must have been equally extensive in the preservation as in 
the destmctioQ of the inhabitants, and if the latter powers were 
more frequently ex^cised by military Officers, it was, I shouM 
think, rather to be attributed to the evil counsellors by whom they 
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were surrounded, thaa to tfae spirit of the }aw or the instruct 
tions they had received from the Comtnander^in-chief. Whatever 
way he the opinion of others in this case, it is wj own firm con- 
viction, that the protection extended to me as a Rebel Officer bjr 
Creneral Hunter, was given in full and perfect accordance with 
the humane and statesmanlike view taken of the rise and progress 
of the Insurrection, by the Commander-in-Chief and Chief Go« 
vemor, Lord Cornwallis. He was too good a politician and states- 
man to treat with unnecessary cruelty, men who were Eetuming 
to their allegiance, and whose temporary aberrations from the 
paths of peace and loyalty^ were enforced by necessity and not 
ibe resuk of choice^ 

The sad catastpoplie of the Insurrection could not have been 
grateful to any but those who were filled with demoniac rancour ; 
and however uncertain the chance of success might appear to an 
unarmed peasantry, yet as a sailor, whose vessel is tossed by the 
raging tempest, gladly strives to make even a dangerous port, so 
with the prospect of indiscriminate slaughter before them, it is 
4iffijcujt what daring a people driven to despair will not attempt. 

It has been the policy of wise gdvernm«itsto treat their subjects 
kindly after a revolt ; for rarely has it been found that people, ac- 
customed to* obey, ever aspired to command, uatir oppressed be- 
yond endurance; The lenity exercised by wise and humane go- 
vernments has its foundation in jgst as well as wise policy ; but 
io the county Wexford^ religious intolerance and ascendancy mo- 
nofpoly went far to counteract the benevolent intentions of the Mar- 
quis Cornwallis* |t was the interest of some petty tyrants there at 
that time, as in other quarters, to keep the country in i| state of 
confusion, bankrupts in fortune and cbaiacter, the most degiad- 
ing offices, accompanied by a share of public spoliation, bad no- 
thing in them disagreeable to such gentry. Those folks, it must 
be allowed, acted' their parts to the life, and without caring for the 
prosperity of the state, .or possessing much of that genuine loyalty 
which they used as a watch*word to the Sovereign, they dreaded 
nothing more than returning peace, and took every means in their 
power to prolong that anarchy which they laboured early to ex- 
cite. Every well- disposed man saw, with sorrow, this sfafc of 
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Ihings, and iooked with indignadoD and horror on that system 
that he was unwillingly f>bliged to submit to. 

The Protection of General Hi|nter was of little value in the 
eyes of the orange party, after he had been removed froni tlie 
county Wexford, to the inexpressible sorrow of the Calholi<i in- 
habitants of that county, \Yho considered him as the only safeguard 
against the atrocious phalanx of Orangemen, \yho, after his depar^^ 
ture, committed, \yith perfect impunity, exfiesses too shameful fi»r 
human nature to endure, if there had been a prospect of resisting 
them successfully. To me the Cfencral's departure was an irrp- 
parable loss, and in a great measure the source of most of rpy 
subsequent misfortunes ; for he had not long left the county when 
I was brought before a military tribunal, which paid little £^tt^-. 
tion to the Protection of a man whose condupt was so pbnpxioi^sf tq 
the principal members of that tribunal and tl^^ir prompters. Ge- 
neral Hunter's love of justice and determined spirit, was a bul- 
wark to the innocent, and not to be shaken either by the open , 
force or private machinations of a diabolical faction^ wbpse ba^e^ 
ness he alikO'^Jetested and despised* 

Captain Ward, of the Waterford Militia, who was then Brigade 
Major to General Grose, was the bearer of General Hunter's pro- 
tection to me. He came to my bedside, accompanied by the same 
Magistrate who had 90 unkindly endeavoured tq enlist the preju-' 
dices of the soldiery against me.on the day of the re-taking of Vine- 
gar Hill. This gentleman came to administer the oatli of alle- 
giance to me, and having harangued some time on the duties which 
the oath imposedt with regard to contributing to the preservation 
of the peace J^nd good order, as far as it were in my ppwer, amongst 
his Majesty '9 subjects, and to uphold the laws ; be followed up his 
exhortation by a significant intimation to Capts^in Ward, that I 
must know of those outlaws who had taken shelter in Killoughraro 
woods, and that I was bqund, by the oath I had just taken, to dis^ 
close whatever knowledge I had on the subject to him and the 
Captain. The discourse of thi? weak and corrupt creature could 
admit of no second construction ; he was evidently, labouring to 
enhance his own value, and tp wipe away, by his present appa- 
rent zeal, some stains of disaffection or doubtful loyalty which the 
ascendancy party were said to have discovered in his own charac- 



fiiT previous fn ll,u» Insnrrnction. Ilowevor tijis may be, I am not 
JnrJinod to j^ive ^he loyal asccncLincy men much ercHit for their 
mi^hiy discovery on that score ^; his loyalty was, at least, of as 
perfect a character as l^rat of the most furious among themselves. 
I felt quite indignant at the nature of this gentleman's discourse, 
and delivered at a tiine wlien fcelings of common delicacy should 
have prevented an honorable man fronp prefacing the favour 1 was 
arfiout to receivii with an audacious insult. To know the hamits of 
those fu^t1v«s f must h^ve been their associate, and fer him who 
^e\\ knew that I never kept sucli (Company, and who owed some 
serious personal obligations to my familj , to attack mc by so inde- 
,ceni a proposition, was too much for n[iy patience to bear, and never 
could be attempted with impunity ^f I was not perfectly incapable 
of resisting an insult at the n^oment. 

1l«garel!«3S of fhft state of my wonnd, and miserably weak as 
1 was, 1 raised myself in the bed and asked this half loyal, half 
croppy magistrate, -did he net know me for several years, and did' 
he not know me to k^ep goo4 company, and never in any instance 
to associate with any but respectable persons? He declared, in 
reply, that there had been no person of his acquahitance, beford 
(he Insurrection broke out, to whose character he woukl have 
borne more honourable testimony. I then addressed myself to 
Captain Ward, solemnly assuring him that I had, at no time, any 
communication with those men alluded to by the honourable ma- 
gistrate ; that their supposed place of concealment was nearer to 
the OQuntry residence of this loyal justice tlian mine, and that I 
(]id believe he ^as possessed of i^ore certain means of disco- 
vering their retreats than I could possibly be, were I even on my 
Vmbs as he was. Tbi? unexpjected retort silenced the worthy 
Qiagistrate^ and they both retired, leaving me to reflect on the 
wicke^nes^ and weakness of human nature. Captain Ward, hav-. 
ing related tfaje substance of what occiirriBd to General Grose, 
fhey both, 9s I afterwards heard, pronounc.ed my character to bo 
more to thei^ liking than that of the sapient jut^tlpe. 

After receiving the ProtectiQH from the General, the guard, 
which had been continued for about a fortnight, was now reinuvod 
from my door, and it was dtfileult to conjecture whether this act 
gave most pain or pleasure to the ascendancy faction ; for the very 
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appearance af a seDtinel, parading before my door, appeared to 
some as a mark of restraint, whilst many others considered it a 
mark of respectful distinction. This was in the latter end of 
August, 1796, from which time until the Isitter end of September, 
I was confined to my bed, under the care of a surgeon and physt- 
cian» My &ther, who had been aill lingering in a decline^ was 
now removed from bia country place to Enniscorthy, for the* great-. 
er convenience of medical attendance, but all medical aid was un* 
availing* He died early in October, and bis death, of course, 
added heavily to my afBiction. Tbebsc^ of an affectionate parent 
would at any time have afiected me much, but when my mind was 
bent down by its own immediate sorrows, every afresh grief came 
on me with double weight* I thus became the head of my family, 
and though possessed ckf a good property, under very untoward 
circumstances, the convulsed state of the country, and the des* 
truction of cattle and com that accompanied and followed the Iu« 
surreetion^ with my father^s prolonged illness, and my own dis- 
mal situation, greatly disordered our affairs. Every advantage 
was taken of our inability to attend to our prc^rty* Many who 
owed my father sums of money for rent and otherwise, either da^ 

camped or claimed extraordinary indulgence or partial excmptioQ 
Ixom their debts, and some adopted a mode of payment wfaick wds 

|o thctnselves not at all creditable. 

A large tract of land, containing near three hundred acres, 
which my father farmed, was quite unproductive, and our tenants 
on other farms, for* some time before the Insurrection, did not at- 
tend much to the payment of their rents. In short, difficulties 
pressed on me in such quick succession as to require my best ex. 
ertions, even if I were in my perfect health to obviate them. My 
landlords, wlio were hostile to the political priuciples which they 
considered I had maintained, began, as soon as they found a fit 
opportunity, to show that i had nothing to expect from their lenity^ 
I was unable to enforce payment of the rents from those who de- 
rived under me, and this, at best, would have been a hazardous 
experiment for one in my situation to make, as the disastrous issue 
of one case but too fully demonstrated. The head landlords, ia 
most instances, rather encouraged this wicked spirit of reciistance 
tu the laws, for 'Minister reasons it must be presumed, as their own 
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rents, due by me, were enforced without mercy. The death of 
my father was immediately followed by that of two particular 
Protestant friends of mine, Mr. John Hawkins, a most respecta. 
ble attorney, who was joined with my father in some piroperty, and 
Mr. Anthony Rudd, whose name I before introduced as the friend 
who procured me shelter In Wexford. Their loss, at such a criti- 
cal conjuncture, was great, when 1 needed most their friendly ad- 
vice and assistance. Had they lived they would hay« greatly con-< 
tributed to ward off the Btroke which I was fated but too soon to 
feel most acutely. Their influeitce, as respectable Protestants, 
added to their esteem for me, would hav« proved a great safeguard 
against the virulence of that faction that seemed preparing to pour 
the cup of its malignant vengeance on my devoted head, and, ia 
this effort, they but too fatally succeeded. Such a series of mis* 
fiirtunes, accumulating in succession, 1 was badly able to bear.'— 
They threw me into a state of despondency. I saw myself, at the 
moment that death had robbed me of my kindest friends, sur- 
rounded by implacable enemies, who only watched for a favoura- 
ble opportunity of marking their dislike by overt acts, and my af- 
fairs were now in a state but too likely to afford some of them the 
k>ng wished for opportunity of doing me irreparable injury, 

I remained in Eniuscorthy until the nHmth of March, 1709, and 
I have to acknowledge, that during the time I was there 1 receiv- 
ed much kindness and polite attention from several of the res^iect- 
able Protestant inhabitants, more particularly from the officers of 
the South Cork Militia, who, during this time, were quartered 
there ; and so marked was the predeliction entertaine<t by those 
gentlemen for me, that it created an unextinguishable jealousy ia 
the minds of the Yeomanry and their officers, who took great of- 
fence at seeing a man who had so recently been opposed to them 
in the field, so kindly treated by the military, while many of 
themselves who strained every loyal nerve to depopulate the co«n« 
try, were treated by those brave men with indifference or con- 
tempt. My warm acknowledgments are due to Captain Robin- 
son, for his kindly introducing me to several of his brother officers. 
This was but one of the many obligations I owed him, and will 
not omit the late Doctor Pounder and his brother, Mr. William 
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Pontwlel-, of the E»niscwthy Cavalry,- and Mr, Thomas Greene^ 
whose kiiitlfiess 1 frequently Experienced, 

As an illustration of the exalted gratitude of these excellent 
gentfomen; I subjoin the following copy of a fetter from Lieu* 
tenaut WJlfiain Founder i'^ 

Cooladine, ISlh Jan. 182C. 

Tfoixr Sir— =You ask: me do I recollect applying to you in 1798/ 
lor your friendly interference for me-^l was at that timfe First 
Lieutenant of the Enniscorthy Yeoman Cavalry, commaaided by 
l?aptaiQ Solomon Richards. 1 was severely wounded at tlie first 
battle of Enniscorthy, on the 28th of May, in consequence of 
which I was made a prisoner, and immediately after a violent 
faction conspired against my I'.fe, and brought the mo»t unfound- 
ed and malicious cliarges against me. ( applied to you» andf you 
wrote immediately m the strongest manner to your fiiends in En- 
niscorthy, who could devise no plan of saving my life, except to 
summon a jury of twelve men, amongst whom they called as many 
friends as they could* The trumpeter of our corps was my prin - 
cipal prosecutor, bis evidence was, however, disbelieved, and I . 
was hononr$ibly acquitted. To the exertions of yourself and youi^ 
friends 1 owe the protection of my life, which 1 have always de* 
cdared with grfttituife. 1 barvo heard several friends and acquaint-* 
ances, among the loyakstsv ef this county, acknowledg^e your hu-< 
inanity to them. 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your's truly, 

WILLIAM POUNDERf. 

To THOMAS CLCfNEYy Esq. 

I should have mentioned before, tbat during the winter of 179^ 
and beginnittgof 1799, Enniscorthy was frequently filled with ru- 
mours that the Insurgents, now collected in great force in KiU 
laughram woods,* meditated a nightly attack on the town. These 
reports were but too frequently credited, and as the fancies of 
weak minds arc apt to magnify dangers when under the dominion^ 
\ii fear, many persons pictured to themselves such a scene of hor- 
ror as the nocturnal visitors migbt create, that the firmest mind in* 
thi* town was not without' i(s apprehensions. For my part, though 
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I could not entirely dispel the fears of my acquaintance, I contrv« 
buted greatly to soften their alarms. By good information I knew 
the party who had concealed themselves in the woods could hav« 
iveithcr the power nor the cours^e to attack the town by night ot 
by day. They were mostly strangers to each other; men whose re* 
turn to allegiance or peaceable habits would not be a suffici^it atone- 
ment for their past conduct* Deserters from difierent Militia regi- 
luentsi and others of more depraved habits^ who» to ^tify them*- 
selves by the possession of unrestrained licentiousness, hazarded their 
lives, and congregated in their present retreat for mutual defence, or 
the spoliation of their neighbour's property^ Among them j nodoubt^ 
Were some very brave and honest men whomuch doubted the validity 
vi the pardon, then offer^ to outstanding rebels* From such an 
assemblage as this it was not rational to fear any public attack ; 
but when a panic once seizes the mind of the multitude, the sensi- 

II e part of the people cannot entirely keep dear of tlie general conta^ 
gion. On different nights that this visionary attack on Enniscorthy 
wasexpectedj I was removed lo thehoiis^ of some friendly loyalist^ 
for the purpose, if fortune should favour the arms of the Insurgents^ 
of my protecting the family of my hospitable entertainer ; on the 
other hand, if they should be defeated, as the rage of the Orange 
party was unbounded, and as they had openly threatened the indis- 
criminate slaughter of all those who were reputed to be disloyal 
persons^ in such an event taking place, I should meet protection 
ixom my kind host, which it was well known I would stand se- 
riously in need of. This fear teas so firmly implanted in the 
minds of my friends^ that they dreaded the consequence of leaving 
me in my lodgings, at the mercy of the lower order of the Yeo- 
manry, and therefore used their unceasing and vigilant exertions 
to ensure my safety^ 

• One night, wheti the rumours before mentioned were at the liigh«i 
est point of alarm, 1 was conveyed in disguise by Captain Robin- 
soa and Lieutenant Anthony Rudd to therereof the lodgings of 
liieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, of the South Cork Militia, in the 
most secret way, lest the Yeomen should discover where I was 
placed. Nothing hdwever occurred on that night. I was a second 
night removed to the house of Doctor Pounder before mentioned, 
and this night passed ovei* as the former, although the town ap- 
l^ared in a state of siege^ Cannon were placed at the different 



104 

entrances, and every possible precan thin used for defence, white 
the supposed enemy were resting^ quietly in their retreat, enjoying^ 
the terror they had iMpited by these frequent but false alarms. — 
Notwithstanding all the th^esttd held nut stgainsl me, I nerer suf- 
fered birt one solitary Insult or attack during My stay in Enniscor- 
thy^ though the appl^hensiou* of my Mends for my safety, when 
I became able to more about the town, were very serious, on ac- 
count of the ibrocious dispositions of the Orange caimiilie, to whom 
I was so obnoxious. This insult was offered to me on coming out 
of the house of Mr. Thomas liHf, of Templeshannon, in the east- 
em part of the town. Here 1 Was treacherously and violently as- 
saulted by a ferocious Yeom^iH who rte^bed from behind a door 
attd run at me suddenly with a draVrn bayonet. The cowardly 
aifesassih }«f in wait fat me*, aind having nothing in my hands I 
could only parry off a stab made by him at my breast with my right 
arm. His cagemes9 to petibrm the bloody deed contributed 
mainly ta my Safety, as he missed my body. He repeated his 
charge by striking at my face with the edge of the bayonet with 
which he cut me severely. There was another Yeoman on guard* 
near the spot who looked' itidiffereiitfy ou^ what was passing. The 
assassin then run away, And I made no delay in fedging a com- 
plaiiit with the Officer iki command of the town, ^d the fellow was' 
immediately arrested. My complafnt was forv^arded to General 
TayliH*, who then commanded the' district ; but he being from 
home, the mattier was delayed nntil his return, and when I was 
called upon to prosecute I (fecliued dohig so, as (he feltow*s officer 
Irnd made every requisite apology, attedging that the ruffian wa» 
drunk. 

Soon after this occurred, I retired to my country place, having 
first obtained i^ power from Lieot^ant Colonel -St« Leger, to keep 
arms f<^ tfaedeftnce of my bouse and property. My first care 
now was to make exenions to set ray affairs la rights ; to get my 
own rents, and to pay those which weie due* to ray lan<iH»d8. I 
had a tenttat, named James Martin, who rented ..a farm of fifty 
acres Iron my father, and who had underlet it» He suffered his 
tenants to run iil arrear^ and bis demand of r^it from them was 
met by a thteat^ that if he sued tbem^ they would prosecute litiHi 
ftar acts of violence, which they alkdged he badcomnitted during 
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the reliance which aiQr man could then place on fna own honesty, or 
ecemptioQ fipom guiU, ollten made an aoqniescenee m wro^g the 
BMNit prudential course to foUow ; for ivith men wh9m no tie of gra- 
titude or principle could bind, it waa <»rtain\jf; the aafer c^ni# 
for a man to relinqqiab a pwtina. at lepi9t» of his juat right, rather 
than expose his life to the vindictire pn9sacntor» or fa the malice and 
the power of the suborner, who rarely wanted meapw aQd influence 
to carry his diabolical schemes int^ effect I fell very much ^r poor 
Martii^ whQ bad no| resolntioa to enforce his own jast claims, and 
though severely pressed oiyself, I could not tUnk of distressing 
him, while he was contending with serious difiicnlti^s* I thought 
it my duty to afford him all the assistance in my power to reco- 
ver his rents^ so uiy ustifiably withheld hy wicked men» who hoped 
tp terrify him into compUaaee with their villainoas designs. I 
sent repeated messages to those peesgns^ that if thay intended to 
pay the rents due to Martin, I would take thembysmainnstalments, 
but the answer was, that they woifld pay no rents Ihen due, as 
tliey had suffered eonnderable lossen by Hie Instirreetiaii, and fhey 
further declared, that if I did not desist /Vom making such de^ 
fnands, they would swear against ane, that they tost their property 
by my means, as it waa I who had forced them into rebdlion, and 
also such other matters as would give me cause to repent my pro*, 
ceedings against them doriag my existenee. Hf^e i saw a repeti.* 
fton of the same proffigate viRainy which had been practiced to- 
wards Martin levelled at myself. My disposition was never of 
^at kind that could succumb to knaves ^ the sake of either ease 
or convenience, nor coald I be brought, tltoogh death stared me 
in the lace, to submit to laws of any vil^ahi^ making. Tlie fel- 
low^ were, at this time, after taking amray Aeir eattle from the 
bnds, and preparing to canry awaytlMiir corn ^upd potatoes, with 
every other moveable, with great expeditioQ« Being fiiUy cop- 
Tinccd of tbeJi* knavery, I got my attorney ta vajr^ ^ iRrit against 
them in Martinis name, and had both the miEauDs ^pr^sted^, ^^% 
were partners in the farm. They had hopes that ^ would have 
Martin arrested, and that tl)ey would^ hy a prosecution, dispose o^^ 
him, aud get rid of his demands. I was aware of their inteqljon, 
and I would not alterapt to place poor Miirtin in (heir power. De- 
|)rived of their first object they levelled their fury at me. One of 
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ihe fellows having waited on Captain Z. Cornock, to swear somc- 
tbing very wicked against me» and finding that Mr. Cornock would 
give him no hearing, he was when proceeding to another magistrate 
arrested bj persons who had his partner in custody, I immedi« 
ately after got an order from the commanding officer, at Bnnis? 
Worthy, to send a few yeoihen caTahry to escort the fellows to Wex« 
ford, and each of them was ordered to ride behind a yeoman. The 
fellow who had tendered his information against me was thrown 
by the horse he mounted, and Mr. Archibald Jacob, an active 
magistrate, who waf at this time present; ileelin^ for the poor 
man, requested a private interview with him. 1 cannot protend 
to guess what passed at that interview, but it was afterwards rc«. 
ported, that an offer was made by some person to pay his rent if 
he would swe^r against me. It was, however, in a little time; 
considered better to get a step-son of his to swear, and the two 

fellows were then conveyed to Wexford gaol. 

• • ■ » 

The jef^men wejre sparpely ^t^l^ to suppress ^hj^ir rage and in* 
dignation at being obliged to guard the prisoners, in a case yrh&o. 
I was concerned. The fellow who had proinisf^ to I^ave bis step, 
son brought forward to swear against me, was soon after held to 
bail, ^nd be fulfilled bis promise. Having some faithful and res- 
pectable friends ip Ennisportfiy, I had early intimation that some-, 
thing was brewing agajnM me, and I was advised to al)sent myself 
from home for somd time, but this ^vice | wool^ not follow. It 
was frequently recommctnded to me not ip go much abrfiiad, or 
where it was likely I should meet enemies, l^ut all these prudential 
cautions, I thought, should be disregartd^d, by ooe not at ail con.< 
scious of having committed any act of a criipiu^) nature. I never 
took the slightest precaution to guard against the storm that ' iips 
gathering, and that afterwards feXi wHh graat^r yiol^ce on mq 
in proportion to its delay. 

On the 8th day of May, 1709, when under little apprehension^ 
I was roused from my sleep by loud rapping at my room window ; 
it was then just day-break. I hastily got out of bed, and on in- 
quiring who was rapping, I was answered that they were a party 
of soldiers, who being out all night on hard duty, made free to 
call for some refreshment, of which they stood greatly in need. — 
I asked if they had any officer or magistrate with them, and though 
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he'mg answered in the affirmative, I did not give lliem implicit 
credit. 1 called my servant man, « and unwiUing to pve them ad^* 
mittance, 1 gave him a jug of strong whiskey to hand to tbein 
through a window. This they refused, and insisted on entering 
the house, ded&i^^Qg they wQiiid break doors and windows, and very 
likdy follow this up by burning the bouse, (which was thatehed)- 
if not iuKpediately admitted^ Notwitbstanding these threats l.re^ 
fused them admittance, I furnished my servant with arms, and 
prepared some for a friend who had slept in the same room with 
me, to assist in defending the house. Those persons, aware of 
pie iosecure state of the house, and the improbability of making 
a succesfui resistance, the very shew of which might bring des- 
truction on its inmates, persuaded me to submit, and to throw 
open the door to my unknown assailants. As soon as the door was 
opened, I saw before me, armed with a musket and fixed bayonet, 
(fhe most notoriously wicked man the county Wexford could pro- 
duce. He advanced towards me with great caution, hb arms pre« 
sentecl, and at his back another well-armed fellow of the same des« 
cription, requiring that I should surrender myself a prisoner. I 
told them to come forward, that I was ready to obey any legal or- 
jder they might have to execute. They advanced and put me under 
arrest, and I was not allowed even to fully dress myself, when 1 was 
inarched off by them without shoes or hat, with which my servant' 
was obliged to follow me. 1 was as yet quite infirm, and badly able 
to walk, yet these merciless miscreants obliged me to travel on 
foot, under great suffering to Enniscorthy, which was three 
iniles distant. I had not came many perches from my own house, 
when I found two of my neighbours on the road prisoners, who 
were bound and pinioned, and under a guard of the same faction, 
pne of those prisoners was James Martin, on whose safety I 
^isqued my own. A messenger was sent on before us, by my 
dear eldesl: sister, to acquaint Captain Trembat, of the South 
Cork Militia, who was a friend of mine, of what had occurred. 
He kindly met me outside the town, and immediately demanded 
of my guard under what authority 1 had been arrested. They 
could produce no authority. He then told them, that if a warrant 
was not produced to bin) in twenty minutes, he would discharge 
me, during which time he would take me under his care. Here 
was one among the many proofs I could adduce, of the manner in 
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which the lives and properties of the Catholics of the county Wex* 
ferd, were at the mercy of prejudiced and corrupt magistrates, 
who* would dare io- s^d out the vilest and wickedest of their agents 
t^ deprtTe men of their liberty, without the slightest senMance of 
bgal aufkontyy well knowing that if resistance was oflEered, and 
Ihst the lives of any of their agents were lost, those who resisted 
wouKi forfeit their own, even though they violated 110 law in de^ 
fending themselves* 

Captain Trembat*s. determination to enlarge me, if a warrant 
was not immediately forthcoming, set my enemies iagreat confu-- 
siun,. Th^ wretch who had bargained to ^wear against me, eithcn^ 
had not learned bis vengeful task, or his august prompter bad re«i 
]^cd on his own arbitrary will, in proceeding against me without 
any form of law ; but, so it was, that not as yet, were any informal 
lions swgrp against me. If this had not been the case, a war-* 
rant would in due time have been issued. All npw was bustle 
ami confusion to find the approver, that he might swear tp his in- 
fyrmatioQS, lest I might get out of their hands, but this was pre^ 
vented by the indefatigable exertions of that ever active and loval 
Magistrate, Mr* Archibald Jacob* As soon as the informations 
Virere sworn, a committal was made out and produced, and it was; 
ordered that { should be forthwith transmitted to Wexford gaol, 
as no bail would be received, the charge against me being, that 1 
was accessary in the perpetration of a murder. Lieutenant Poun« 
■dcr, of whom 1 before made mention, and a Mr. Hawkins Min« 
chin, pf tlie sawie corps. Captain Richards's Yeomen Cavalry, 
kindly undertook to conduct me in a chaise, and lodge mc in Wcx« 
ford prtson, wliere 1 was placed on the cv^juing of the day of my 
arrest*, 
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CHAP, XV. 

Forwards a Memorial t6 Marquis Cornwallis^ praying fo¥ 
an immediaic Trial by Couri^martiaL C oufi-martial uppointi'd 
by the Goverfiment^ Arrival of Special Counsel from Dublin^ 
Tlie Trial by Court-martial^ and subsequent deliberations ^ con^ 
tinned for twenty jIwo days^ at the end of which, the Author was 
convicted by a majority of one, and sentenced to suffer the penalty 
of death. Commutation of the sentence of death by Lord Corn^ 
svalUsm 

On the following; day I was visited, in my new aliodey by my 
friend) Captain Robinson, by whose advice I forwarded a memo- 
rial to to his Excellency Marquis Comwallis, the tt^en Lord Lieu<- 
tenant of Ireland, praying for an immediate trial by Court-martial 
or to be admitted to bail. Of the impression made by tills memo- 
rial I heard nothing until the beginning of July, when a Court- 
martial wascalled for the trial of several other prisoners as well us 
myseU. I received notice of trial, and, in consequ'mce, imme- 
diately applied for a copy of the charges against which I was to 
defend myself* The Earl of A&cram, Colonel of tlie Middlelo* 
thian Fencible Cavalry, who was appointed President of the 
Court-martial about to sit ; his L^utenant-Colon^, the veneiable, 
tlie humane Sir James Fowlis, Who was first appointed to preside, 
having been taken ill, his Lotdship answered me faimaelf in 
writing, saying, that no charge had appeared od the books bat tfa« 
one on which 1 was committed. Those hooka were kept by im 
inquisitorial committee of Magistrates, a selif^constttuted body» 
constantly sitting and doling ^out gratuities to approvers, accord- 
ing to their respective merits and activity in hunting down tlieir 
victims. On applying in two or three days after to Mr. Turner^ 
Counsel for the proeecutioc, a man, wtio though profoundly afiipid 
as to legal knowledge, yet was so rancorous in party spirit, and s^ 
active in prosecuting rebels, that he was soon after promoted to 
the place of a Police Magistrate in the City of Dublin. He fur- 
nished me with a list of new charges, piping hot from the press, 
for which 1 refer to a report of my trial in the Appendix — a docu- 
ment which should put my prosecutors to the blush, if they had 
any grace left. When I received a copy of those charges, I toM 
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Turnev*s servant that his master might £^s well have added a few 
more, as his genius appeared to he fniitful hi manufiicturin<<: and 
embellishing articles of that kind. In this situation of my afTnrirs, 
after eohsiilting with some friends, it was deemed expedient for 
me to procare the assistance of Counsel^ for it wa# well judged 
that every engine would be set to work to effect my conviction. 

i nfoi^t fortmiatefy selected Cotmiellor Peter BufTowes, te whose 
rare I connfmitted my defence, and to whose honest zeal and ability 
in the discharge of that.ardfioa9 undertaking, and the high credit 
attached to his representations to the Government of the coimtry, 
1 mainly owe my liberty. In him were united the qualities of the 
able and indefatigabte aclvocate^ and the zeatons andi attached 
iriend. To me he was then an utter stranger ; my attorney, Mr. 
Anthony Hawkins^ recommended him to me, and his opinion of 
the injustice of the prosecution, and his dislike of the manner in 
which it was conducted^ attached him at once to me with all the 
warmth of a friend. 

When the recollection of the Earl of Ancrarir^s humanity Aashesf 
on my mind, my gratitude to that good and high-minded noble-* 
man is awakened. Ho wrote most kindly to me, desiring me tor 
fix such a time for my trial as would perfectly suit my own con-^ 
Tenience, and that every facility in his power should be afforded 
me to defend myself. But, unfortunately for me, his Lordship 
was just then called away, and his departure was an additional 
affliction to me* To these disappointments may I truly say 1 owe 
my subsequent misfortunes. His Lordship and Sir James Fowlis 
were Scotchmen and sokliers^ not merely in name^ but in honour 
and virtue. They were men of high minds, and lovers of justice 
and humanity, before whom the petty tyrants of Wexford trem« 
bled.. Had either of those high-minded and gallant soldiers pre« 
sided, 1 could never have anticipated aught hut an honourable 
acquittal ; but in their absence things assumed a new aspect.-^ 
Colonel Vesey, of the county Dublin Militia, an Irishman closOf. 
ly connected with the ascendancy and Orange faction, was appoints 
ed President of the Court-martial, by which it was my hard for^ 
tune to be tried. The day being appointed, and my counsel and 
attorney having arrived from Dublin, they made hasty arrange* 
meuts, and my trial cemnienced on the day 1 had originally fixed 
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tvhh tile Bart of Anehliii. When I was IgnoiMit of anjr but 
one cbarf e, I had aequteseed in tbeattblo Eari^s aiifgfstkmi yet 
I dkl ooinoi^ deSife aajr posl^oiiftnient tm acooiiDi of Iba qew 
ckirifesy Ibr w)i{cb I could h^ve made 110 pi^ipaiatiim ;. aoilher 4i4 
] desure to put it off on acOMHit of IIm dumge of Pi^aaideoW I 
ikoughl U wa9 Doi |K»able tbill aii^ iivi«le»iM) ^a aeiious rntiird 
Jsottld bQ adduced Aftt wo«M mdmt$ any tfUimial to altacb (pult to 
|Qeif«rther labiiin|r appearkii^ Hfeafy klth^Sold^toreaiatont* 
irago, tyvaony, and oppraasioiiw The iMunea of all tbo aembora of 
the Ceurt^s«iartial may bo aeoi» by » refereocf to tbo Appendk.^*- 
IiiittiediiUely afti^r iheaiitbig of the Courts wd whao ail parties Ihad 
taken their places^ I was f^aced in a high chair o^po^le* the Pre^ 
aidentt The Judge Adf^cato^ C^uiKaUor Lysteri' I^ieitfenant of 
Ogk^^ Blued, and qw of the greatest bigots in Ireland, proceeded 
to read tfce chargeo in a load vpice. He commeiiced with that of 
being a Rebel Leader, a^ not being certain of the raidi: I held^ 
but wisbiiig to niake «iii^iifit|.be began with thatof CSeneral^ de- 
aeending.thrui]gh the intermediate gradationadown to that of Cap* 
tain*. H V Counsel was pMlch al a Ifss to defend me against this 
charge^ as the producing 1^ pleading my Protoction w^uld have 
been an admission of its truth, bu^ he thought at first they would 
find it difficult to estptblish the charge by evidence, and he there* 
fore allowed the prosecutors to go into proofs. They commenced 
by proving that I went out from Garrigbum Camp^n oommand of 
a body of Insurgent'Cavalry^ in pursuit of a party of yeomen ca- 
valry towaids New Ross^ on which day the Ghurob of Old Ross 
was- burned^ as it was alledged^ by some of the party under my 
command«f After this attempt to fasten a charge on me, so repug*. 
nant to my feelings and chavacter,' my counsel became appreheu- 
siv&tbat<conscience would have little influence with my prosecutors, 
and be^ therefore, submitted to the opinion of Qeneral Grose, 
who, at tbe commencement of my trials warmly recommended that 
my protection should he pleaded and relied upon, in my defonce 
tor the chargpe of being » leader. U Wonld have been particularly 
Ibrtuoato that his kind^H) vice' had been earlier adopted, but my 
dDunseft acted from the very purest motives. He had » difr 
fievit pa»t to perform,, for Unve was danger to be apprebended from 
whotofer course he shonid adopt. Aftar producing which, the 
second charge was brought forward, which was that 1 had been 

P 
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presenf on Vinegar Hill, at the murder of Jolm Gill, on the 29ifi 
of May, 1798. For the evidence given on Imth srUes, t refer to 
the minutes of my trial in the appendix, and will here only add, 
that my counsel conceived that evidence to be mostsftlisfkclory to- 
wards establisliiflg my innocence, and procuring an honorable ac« 
quittaL He came to me to the prison to say that he was about to 
prepare a written defence for me, and asked me should I permit 
him to state my readiness to take up arms for his Majesty's Go.b 
vemment in case of my acquittal ; f at once replied, that whatever 
might be the Issue of my trial, 1 could not consent to such a pro- 
position, as it would be attributed to hypocrisy and cowardice, 
and that I had rather perish, oppressed by the power and perjury 
of my enemies, than live with a character sullied by such servility* 
Mr. Burrowes remarked that he could not commend my prudence, 
yet he approved and admired my candour ; that he had attended 
several gentlemen similarly circumstanced, whose sentiments were 
generally in unison with mine, arid I have strong reason to think 
that my frank declaration, at'so critical a moment, impressed Mr.. 
Burrowes with an opinion of my consistency and ^inciple, too 
strong to be removed by length of time from his mind. When my 
written defence was prepared, 1 was ordered to the court to have 
It read. Mr. Burrowes was apprehensive I might feel embar- 
rassed before such an assembly while reading this document, under 
such awful circumstances, and he suggested that it nught proba* 
bly be better to have it read by the Judge Advocate; I told him 
that I did not fear but I should read it without the slightest embar- 
rassment, after once reading it over to, myself. After taking a 
hasty view of it, I read it aloud before a very crowded court, in 
which were many of the most violent men in the County Wexford, 
^ith the g^eat champion of orangeism, the celebrated^ George 
Ogle, at their head* I read it without trepidation orfauhering,- 
and with the proper emphasis, where any particular facts appeared 
to require it, I am sure I never before read any document so well ; 
ray indignation at the foul charges preferred against me, raised my 
choler to such a pitch, that 1 looked down on my accusers with 
scornful contempt and defiance, and they shrank before me. My 
native pride was roused at the unfounded impntations that were 
cast upon me, and I fouqd myself rise superior to my wonted habits, 
and advance in boldness as my dangers seemed to encrease. My 
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Ooiukstd* after having produced what he coDsidered Batisfactory 

eridenee in my defence^ felt great confidence that I was now per* 

fgctly safe, and ia obedience ta a call of great urgency, he was 

obKged> at the end of' three days^ to leave Qie^ little thinking that 

the proeeeiilioa would he renewed in his absence ; but scarcely 

had he left me» when 1 waa informed by the Presidebt, Colonel 

Vesey» that be, not bong bound by qittbbles of law, was deter« 

mined to seek further evidence and reiiew the prosecution. 1 rew^ 

monstrated against the flagrant injostioe of the proceeding, when 

deprived of the aid of my legal friend, and the benefit of his ad. 

vice, as he had left me under a perfect conviction, that, my inno« 

cenee was made so manifest as to leave no doubt of it on his mind, 

or, as lie supposed, could there rest any doubt on the minds of 

those who formed the Court-martial. AH my reasoning with the 

humane President was thrown away. Agents were now dispatch. 

cd to diffbrent quarters, their instructions were new, their powers 

enlarged, and their duties firmly impressed on their minds ; they 

were told, as it h^s been reported, that- my condemnation was 

become necessary to the government, and that (hey must set about, 

in good earnest, to destroy me under the semblanee of law, as I 

had some powerful friends, who would not sufifer me to hie taken 

off without accomplishing it by an appearance of justice. 1 was 

thus, in the absence of my counsel', again brought before this 

equitable court. /In two days after the Presidents notice had been 

served on me, they brought forward two or three wretches, well 

versed in their trade, who evinced such zeal, as to exceed even 

the roost sanguine anticipationa of their corrupt employers. One 

of those approvers was a William Furlong, a member of the £nnis« 

corthy Yeomen Cavalry. He had a brother, a member of the 

sara,e corps, whose violence before the Insurrection had commenced, 

rendered him the terror of the people, and he was, conseq^uently, 

irio&t obuoxioust to every honest man who had heard of his. name 

and notorieity.. This matn had npt the good fortune to escape; he 

fell into the hands of the Insurgents, and suifered^ in his turn, a 

cruelty similar to <hat which he had oftentimes inflicted on others, 

vainly imploring that mercy which he bad, it i»s said, ever shewn 

}4in$elf unwilling to bestow. The friends of this unfortunate man 

had expressed rancorous enmity to me, because I did not save his 

liic^ although I knew nothing whatever of his situation; nor was 
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I oearer io the scene of his ifielaHnplipiy ^^^^ th<Ki Canrigbum» 4 
dtstaace ol M)ou* Iwelye mi^ from vbele lie lost bis file. Had | 
beea even ftfwim^t ^ tlhe |tifl«9gic«t | {lOMessed mmt hnvfi proved 
imavaiUBf • WaKam Fittl^Qg «x|M^ that rewfixi wf|Ui)^ g^n^ 
ngiy inrait^il effipuwl k^lioiirm is fan neir voctltom «mI litre^ 
ceiTtd k. I wiU het^ 4]upte pnt glaring instettM of Uifi vife eifiirU 
made lo mkhom fvitaos^eB fer Ibe porpjMe of itlmiiig i|^ convif^r 
tioD. A w^mtn nimod Rlgiiy, ^hmfi hmh^s^ a PfoteaUot, 
lived ne^r me, had jokied tbfi people, and was irowifii^ at tbe bel? 
tie of Rose^ ife died kf aome time ^fte? thU iiqftlie^ biit ^M^ 
of the wound b^ fa^d diere reee|Te4, f^r of aifkpwi bnmglit on hy 
Qthev cfas<)8y I fnnpfftl ^y» She was aent for by a ceirtaia 'magisr 
trate. This ^ffom^f 00. conikig tf> the pure ^iapenser of justice, 
was coqyeyed 1^ biip lAtet f lie d^wipg^nxm pf ^> Protestant Clcr? 
gymaii Ip^iii hof cM^hi^v? V» th^ art pfs^eairiiig» S^ie wa^ 
ask^d w^s her i>ii#ind opt fox^ pitt iptp r^bQ|lipn by vae^ an^ 
was I npt the pause pf j^ death ? T^p wpmaii ^swpre^ not,-^ 
She was then 99k^ yf^ l^er (loiisp opt l;)unii^, and did she not ex^* 
pect to bp U)()pn»B|fied afi i| a«i%jng Ipy^list I She sai4 the bpuse 
waa bpfnpd| ^ ihj9l sbp wpi|14 h^ gmlef ul if she gpt thp afppuqt 
of hey plaiQi^ ** Well thpn^'^ f^i4 tlip )|ply map^ ff we hayp a great 
pbjeot in tiaw, wMf^b is thp poDfiptipn pf thp qptpripus Rpbelf. 
Clep^B w»4 if yoij cpn»p ^NFwqq^ bkp a Ipy^l woiiiaQ and aw«ar hp 
was the cause pfyoiHT hiiab^^adpath^ yqiimiifit get t^e amount 
pf ycaif ^pin^ otbervf isp yon ^Qoat |)e; consider^ p true f ioCp^t^ 
pqt^ and you will get np indpipmty % ypHx lo^ait' 

Thid honest atid vlf tnpus f^rofe^nt fepiale ifpmef^tely Airew 
herself on her knees, and ft^y^i to (leaven ibr my safety. ^ Whci^ 
my husband was wounded,** s^id she, *^ Mr. Cfpney shewed the 
strongest feeling for him^ bad p doftpt tp drpss his woandy sen^ 
him nonrishment afle^wanlsy and gavp him timber and straw tp 
roof his house ; and is it agsfinist him I should swepr ? no, I 
would sooper beg my bread pH the days pf my lifb/^ ft is afpiosf 
unnecessary to add that she was cfismtssed by these inquisitprsy 
with insult and contumely) accppipanipd t>y a threat ofyengcanpc 
in case of her disclosing what bad passed. The justice/the clergy- 
man, and the woman are all living still, and I hope, if those wor- 
thy men should read these damning fapts, they may fepl cpmpunc 
tion and pray earnestly to God for that forgiveness, >vhich I heart- 
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tly destfe ffeey may reiceivd. 1 itftve sa d(Hi^ bnt many e^brts id 
the saline kiad were made pf c viouft to and «kiriii^ A»y trial. I was 
yislteil by two lioniest faimem iaiinedialely before my trial com- 
HieDced, and in^nnned that ^ey h^ imdouiited auttroifify for say. 
Hig» that the prinelpal promealor conrifig Ibrward agfaiast mc had 
received $. smilijf stxt^ {n»iiii^ tot hn idfeHded aerTreea. Those 
men eanpirto ine «e|MiTaidtyy fiat each hail the same afory^aiidiiiade 
Ae same pfop9S0A ; ft was Ihis — ^ey said leme, *' yim know this 
^an has a fkrni aboat thvee mites fhim Bir6ls£or^y, which hs 
visits eemtaol1y« In ^okig to thid f^rm he ha$ V» pass met a rfvor 
l^y a sttek diat is l^id across, where it is iF€fy dfeep, and here It 
wjtwld be^eisy to itieet Mm and thnm him In.** I waa shocked aft 
ihe proposal, and I told each of these persons (hat If any tiling 
happened the infortneir, I wonhi fAysctf discover the matter^ and 
therefore cautioned then agatnst ever thinking further of perpe- 
f rating snch a wicked act. **1 shail,** said l^ "** depend on the 
J^]m\ghiy God for my protection, and though f sliould lie certain 
bt fairing under the perjury of this man, I win never be instru. 
nietital in causing his death either before or after my iriaL'^ I be* 
lieve It !s true that this wretch got his promised toward, and it is 
bnt too true that he was guilty of the grossest peijury against me, 
yet he still lives uninjured by me or by any one for me. 

My trial continned open for fourteen days, nino of \vhich 1 was 
in court, eilheif under prosecution or on my defence. I was for m 
paitt of the time without the assifttance of even my Attorney^ and, 
^s I before mentioned, very early deprived of the assistance of nij 
Counsel. Left thus, in a great measure, completely at the merry 
of a tribunal, the most influential of whose members seemed blind 
fo ifvery favourable feature in my case, I was obKged to apply to a 
ftllow- prisoner, Ifr.. Samuel Cooper, to draw up a second defence 
^or me^ and this defence, wfakh appears in the appendix^ was ably 
^rawn and much admired by frienda and enemies. How gratifiGd 
shouhf I ever feel to an all-powerful and vigilant Providence, that 
preserved niy life under such circmnstances, although I afterwards 
suflfered 9 long and dreary imprisonment and exile. The Coart- 
martial was composed of English, Irish and Scotch officers, and 
to the last mentioned generally, 1 feel every sentiment of gnit it ude. 
The Scotch dficers, who wei'e of that distinguished and hunouc- 
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a&tb^ regiment, tho MidkHliiao Fencible Cavalry,. ccRiiiiiandeil,, as I 
Before raentioDed, by the Earl of Ancramv 2M& hairing that en* 
Sgbtenedy heroic aod virtuous friend of hnmaoifyy Sir James 
Foulis, A>r their Lieutenant Colonel, appeared quite shocked at 
the pvoceedings. Major Dure in particular expressed great hor« 
sor^ and animadverted, with marked severity, on the conduct of 
the^presidentoD several oocasions. Th» language of the gallant 
Bfajor on those ecoasion^ was strong and intelligible ; he observed 
«pon the mannev in which the posecuticMi was eonducled^ and th^ 
evident bias of the •••••>•••* and ethers, who, as he conceive d» 
wrought hard in the anxieus work of my conviction^ and of whose 
conduct he spoke in terms of severe reproach.; hia generous bro. 
fther officers, who were with hini' on the Court-martial,, were all 
imbued with such unalterable notions a«d principles of justice^ 
l^at they insisted on my right to an aaquittal to the last. In 
consequence of their humane and inflexible opposition to &ctiou& 
inj,ustiee, there was bo decision for eight days after my trial had 
inally closed^ making altogether^ as I learned,, twenty- two days 
firota its. commencement toita eonclusiun,. during which time>, it 
was^more than suspected that the inquisitorial committee of raagis<- 
trateS]^ acted as* prompters' to those members of the Court-martial 
who had taken a&actlve part against me,, with whom it was said 
they had all along a perfect understanding* The joint exertions 
of those persecuting parties,, and their possession of unrestrained 
sway, bore down all resistance^ and at length completely succeeded 
in accomplishing their long meditated desire of my convtettopy aU 
tliough the punishment to follow was death.. 1 dare say that to savQ 
appearances- there might be a £unt recommendation toniercy« 
Tlie final decision of course rested with Lord Corn wallis,. who was 
tiien on a tour through Munster, and from whom,.in the course uC^ix 
week?,, an order arrived in Wexford, for my perpetual banisUmeut 
from my native country ; I immediately applied to my friends, (uf 
whom 1 had many}t to have an application made to governnient, 
that I might be permitted to retire to the United States of America, 
Six weeks only had been allowed me for the arrangement of my 
aiikirs, through the rccumme ndatiun of General Grose, who an* 
ticipated, that before the expiration of that time, himself and 
other friends might be able to impress on the government, the ob* 
ligation there existed of confirming a protection, granted after 
due deliberation, under General Hunter's ajad his u;vi3 sandioD, 
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and with the signature of the former; he commented with mucli 
severity on a sentence^ passed under the influence of the most Vio- 
lent prejudice, and carried » after sudi a determined of position to 
it, by highly honourable and unprejudiced gentlemen, by the 
N casting voice of one, who was well known to be a leading orange 
factionist himselC 

I deem this an -appropriate place to give a copy oT'tbe-certificflTe, 
signed by twenty-two respectable Protestants of Wexford, in gra^ 
titude for my exertions made for tlioir preservation, the original of 
«^hich was sent to the Irish governmeot^ with tbe jniautes of the 
Court-martial. 

^^ We, the undersigned, must ever be impressed with the deepen 
sense of liorror, when we turn our minds on our sufferings and the 
atrocities of the misguided multitude in the late abominable Rebel- 
lion, and cannot sndiciently condemn the encouragers and leaders 
of this accursed proceeding. In proportion as we execrate those 
furious and desperate characters , we feel ourselves called upon, in 
justice, to select Mr. Thomas Cloney, now a prisoner in Wexford 
gaol, from the criminal nrmss, and to declare «our many obligations 
to him ior iiis humane exertions for the safety of tbe persons .and 
properties of his Majesty's loyal sulyects, which we have particu- 
larly experienced ; and it would be injustice were we not to state;, 
that the success of Mr. Cloney, in his laudable «xertions above 
stated, proceeded from his manliness in the manner of conducting 
himself — the hazard evinced by his disregard for life in encounter- 
ing the greatest perils for our relief. We furtber esteem it a pro- 
vidential circumstance that such a man was, at Ibat bour of terror, 
to be tound, and it grieved us to see that popularity, wbicb be 'en- 
Joyed from the even tenor of bis oonduct, and being a Roman Ca- 
tholic, at length Wasted away, by exertions lor the loyalists ia 
opposition to the sentiments of the mob : — 

JOSHUA LETT, EUSEBIUS ROBINSON, 
THOMAS POUNDER, EUSEBIUS ROBINSON, iw« 
WILUAM WHEELER,, THOMAS ROBINSON, 
HENRY MINCHIN, MARY-ANNE LETT, 
JAMES COFFEY, MARTHA STRINGER, 
THOMAS ROGERS, JiOROTHEA RUDD, 
THOMAS GREENE, HENRY WHITNEY^ 
WALTER GREENE, THOMAS WHITNEY- 
JOHN WHITNEY, JOHN HARRIS, 
ROBERT WHITNEY, WILLIAM HARRIS, 
JOHN ROBINSON, MARY-ANNE ROBINSON,'^ 
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CHAP. XVL 

AppVidation of Dr. Troy, Colonel Barry, and Sir J. FoUliSf 
to the Marquis Coi nwallh in behalf qf the Authori The Au^ 
$hor yermiUed by Lord Votnxcallis io go to the United States of 
America. By a vile stratagem of the aseendtmtiy fudtian, the 
Author is seni eff to Ulew Geneva in the SQtieiy of several per^ 
mms destined f^r iran^otiathtt^ 

My dear eldest sister proct^edeit #fthoiit Aeitiy to Jl^uMin^ and 
presented a petittou to the Manpits Cornwf^Hs ib person , who re« 
ceived it gratciouftly from ber trembling hands^ and no fbnale was 
ever more tremblingly alive to the fate of a btether than she was 
to mine,. She had a heart, a mind^ and as understanding; superior to 
most of her sex^ and her deneaoouv comaumded respect evtm firoiil 
the veriest tyrants; She #tti informed hy the Secretaty^ Lord 
Castleveag^^ whom lK)rd Cornwallis directed to raise her from her 
luiees^ inwUdipealuveaha was supplicating mercy^ thaion thefol. 
kwlngr ^^y ^o answer should b& sent I& her bdgnig% his iorddhip 
having; first obtained her address* On the follbwfng diiy a pe^tioit 
was pvesented by the Most Rdv. Doctor Troy^ the Roman Catho,* 
lie ArchMshop of Dublin^ tulbe Lord LkuteniDt in* my hwtmr*"^ 
These applications were powerfully supported by a warm and 
kind repvesentatioa from Colonel Barry^ now Lord Parnham^ who 
told a fipieod of mine that waited on hiar w4th a letter from me^ 
that though hfis interest with the Gotermnent was but weak, on 
acconut of his opposition to the tTiuQii^.yet he hoped^ that as a Mfa*. 
gistrafe of the County Wexferd^ and possessing afovtune there, hia 
v^pveaentation ought to hate some weighty and that I should el^eer- 
lully have the benefit of it» He kept hia word most bonoumbly^ 
and his anlicf padoir proved eorrect. In aid- of those diflereut 
applicatioiia^ a letter of Ute fisst importance was written by the 
bonourabte, the gallant, and virtuous Sir James Foulis^ from 
Drogheda, ta which place his regiment had been lately re* 
moved, add to the copy of thia valuable letter I proudly refer^ 
and entreat my reader's particular attention to it :-^ 

Drogheda, October 1st, 17D9. 

Sir — ^Were I not certain that it was from a principle of justice as: 
well as bnnianity, that I take the liberty of addressing ycu on the 
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})rf»s6nt occiisiony 1 should feel a stnlng. sense of improprietj in so 
doing. . The only apology 1 shall offer for pretending to interfere 
in a matter of such importance* is, that from very good information 
1 am fully convinced that Thomas Cloneyy actually confined in 
Wexford gaol under sentence of transportation, is an unfortunate 
young man highly deserving that mercy should be extended to him 
in the fullest sense of the word. 

To enter into a minute detail of all the motives that have bronght 
this conviction to my miud would be equally tedious and unneces- 
sary. 1 shall only say that my peculiar situation while residing 
in Wexfb^dy and perhaps a peculiar turn of mind, led. me into a 
pretty general knowledge of the transactions and motives of indi- 
viduals in that County, who were so wicked or so unfortunate as to 
be engaged voluntarily or involuntarily under the banners of Re- 
bellion, during that dreadful period of political delirium^and that 
the case of Cloney is one with which 1 fancy myself well ac^ 
quainted. 

. Previous to the Rebellion Cloney was a man of unexceptionable 
character, nor did I evjer hear it insinuated that he was suspected 
of any communication with the United Irishmen,^ till he appeared 
as a leader in the Rebel army. To this criminal and dangerous 
pre-eminence he was, in my opinion, conducted not from a rebeU 
lious principle but from the situation into which he had impru- 
dently suBfered his filial and fraternal affections to lead him durinjg: 
the first days of the Insurrection. At ti^e time wh^h he found of 
a sudden the whole country around him ii^ atms, he lived with an 
aged mother and two or three young woi)ilen his sisters, lo whom 
he seems to have always been much atta<^hed ; these he thought in 
such a situation might require his protection^ and he therefore at- 
tached himself to his home instead of flying for his personal secu- 
rity to join those loyalfsts who were also in arms. He is a man of 
some landed property to the amount of a few hundreds a-year, 
which ma4e him conspicuous among those of his religious persua- 
sion,'and he found it prudent to accept of a command among the 
Rebels ; indeed according to their maxim a refusal or evasion 
would have been certain death. Many were those v/ho stood iu 
the same predicament though loyal in their hearts. 

It is also notorious that he used the influence his situation af- 
forded him to protect and save the lives of several Protestant Loy- 
alists, who were so unfortunate as to fall into the Rebels' hands ; 
and that in one instance he saved the life of a man betwixt whom 
and himself there had existed, previously, a long personal animo- 
sity. Such acts of humanity ought to bear some weight in favour 
of those Leaders who had the humanity and courage to oppose thtt 
system of murder preached up and enforced by many of the wicked 
and desperate Leaders, who having assumed authority on the re- 
volutionary principles of the then active conspiracy, strove, by 
every means in their power, to render reconciliation impassible be- 
tween his Majesty/s Loyal and Rebel subjects, and to impress 
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upon the minds of the whole Rebel army a borrid certsantj 
tliat all hopes of psird(»i would be in vain in case of defeat. 

This system was happily eonnlerMted by the wise and hamaBe 
measittre of granting Praleetasofrto all those who chose to return 
to their homes and usnal hab^ of industiy imiBediattly afl«r th* 
affair of Vinegar Hill. 

Cloney, though an ostensible leader, obtainedf a PVotectkHi froM 
General Hunter, through the mediation of General Grose*. The 
well established charaeter» of both these officers render it unne- 
cessary for me to assure yon^ that in nattert of this imj»rlantna-» 
ture they always combined individual justice with public utility^i 
and never acted from motives ef merely personal £»vour or par^* 
tiality. 

Cloney was tried on a charge of murder as well a»cif beiBg* » 
Rebel Leader. The nmrd^er, as will evidently appear mt the face 
of the proceedings, was unsupported by creditable evidence, and 
it is well known that the imputation originated solely in the vio-. 
dictive malice of one el lus own tenants* I therefore imagine 
that the Court eonld not possibly avoid aeqnitting him ef a deed 
so very inconsistent with the whole tenor of his conduct. 1 shaH 
coBclttde with »mply affirming, that 1 think there is ne one of all 
those concerned in the Rebellion better entitled to the mercy of 
Government, in the'i^llest sense of the word, than Cloney — and 
shall oidy add, that I am scarcely known at the Castle, except te 
my friend, Mr. Marsdeo,. to whom t beg leave to refer, as to the 
degree of credit thatshenldattackto my veracity on this o€cauon» 

i httvethe honer tebe, 
lie. &;c» &c. 

JAMES FOULIS. 
Lieutenant Cekmel M. F. OavabjF^ 

To the Right Honorable 
The Seoratuy^ State, DiAlki Castle. 

Such strong and fovovable representations coming fromsnehbif^ 
and influenHal quarters, could net fail to induce Lord Comwallis 
to examine my case mere minutefy, and to discover the injustice 
with which I was treated ; more particukifly when General Grese 
had so t^armly interested himself in my favour, and was over anx- 
ious, on reference t)eing made tebim> to report meet fevourably io 
my behalf. At the same time my most k'md friend and able adve. 
cate, Mr. Burrowes^ lost no opportunity ef calling, die attendon 
of Government to the k'epresentations of such high and disinlerested 
characters, in opposition to those of persons actuated solely by 
malice, party prejudice, or incurable bigotry. The different 
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laeiftorials and letter being nkn^i io^-Qeaenl Grofie, was^a i 
dulMtaUa earnest of ultiwate siicoea^ and my dear and ever lo b^ 
laneiited sieter* basteaed'boiiie t»xonnpnnia»te.tQinq the glad ti- 
dings ef tfaat joj» io wbicb ahe bore moretliaitiaii. equal purl. 
WhilQ Hboae enertioqe w^e ia pfogress io Dublin, a Bev* Mr* 
Castwood, then inspeetor of Woxferd Pwmn^ and an aotii^e ma« 
gistriate, called oq and advised nolo petitioQ tte niaipsiratea of 
1h» €Ottnty» at ibm next general i«eeli^f pmsrmg tbcya ta int«v« 
pose their iofloeneewi A «ovemiBait» tbatlmgbtbe allowed io 
banish myself to the fTnited 'States^of AMerfeas as be had good> 
«eaaoD to think they would comply with such a request, 1 apfa« 
!i»Btly consented to Ibttow his advicot bat, not baling beei^i punc*. 
Wal in putiiog it into execution, the Rev. gentleman called on me 
^ain, and wished l»knoiW why I so kng neglected a master pveg*. 
nant with such vadt importaoee to myself i; t represented my 
ineapacity to draw tip siK^b a memorial as ivas necessary^, apd said 
tiiat I only wafted my Atlorney*a expaolad anrmd fr^m Dublin* 
who WQold execute it m a proper manner, pitvioQsto the next 
county meo^i^ of tbe magistrades. He<said Uioy would notHke 
to have an Atteney mr Lawyer .cewDoraed ilk the matter, and that a 
simple statement of n^ case, drawn up by m^edf* woi4d.be much 
more acceptable to them. Well knowing thaf^ Che object of,-tbQ 
parties was by thia piapoeal, to entrap me, and not irisbing to saji 
a word to awafeen tlieir fears, thr6itgb their ^^fen^a^ to any 
^pes I enteitained, I thanked hui^ for the anxiety ho evinced fur 
me, and promised to prepare vxf momoiialas sooA as poasible; 
but being very averse to every thing like 4isaiamlation, I felt 
cather awkward in my manner of acknowledging his services 
im making a shew of gratitude, where I well knew if was jiot 
aimtedi I had already experienced but too keen^, the virulence 
of those with whom I had to deal^ their power and implacable 
liatred had beeii already so often exercised toward^ me>. that I at* 
ivlbiited this sudden display of ^flpscted kindness, to far differept 
motives than a love of mercy or mitigated resentment ; and surely 
if it were allowable to depart &om the straight forward, path, it 
was on this occasion, for the ependes, with whoml had to deal, 
had given me sufficient .proofs that extreme caution was uqw be- 
come iipptrative on my prt« 
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' I ifid not |V*epare t\»e promised memorial to this body to be pre« 
Acnted at their next meetiD», and on Mr. Eastwood's next visit to' 
me sabsequent to that meeting, rage and disappointment were 
visiUe in his connteDaDoe. He iteid that my inattention to his ad- 
vice would be my rnin, and that it was now too late to beremedi. 
ed, that the season of mercy had passed, through my own fault, 
as any memorial from me would now be rejected. 1 further learn- 
^ from him that when the worthy magistrates beheld their profer- 
dd clemency treated with conttept, they had resumed their wonted 
hostility, and bad already sent up a memorial to the Lord Lieute* 
nant, ouihoriiaHveiy requiring that my sentence of banishment 
should be put into immediate execution. I expressed my resigna* 
^on in cooler terms than those in which 1 was accustomed to 
i^peak of those gentlemen ; but 1 consoled myself under better 
Bopes than any which arose from; the interference of that intolerant 
body. I was just after receiving a letter from Cobnel Barry, en- 
closing Lord Comwaliis^s reply to his application, through Colo- 
nel Littlehales. His Excellency promised to reconsider my case^^ 
and my sister having also jiist returned from Dublin, with the 
cheering news as before mentioned, of the reference made to Ge- 
neral Grose by Government having been most favorably reported 
on by him, I felt that all the machinations of the Wexford magis- 
trates, were for the present defeated, I saw that the success of 
iny friends' exertions depended much on the secrecy with which 
they were conducted. For though they were powerful, the vigi- 
lance of my indefatigable enemies, the magistrates, was not killed 
even to momentary repose. 

Those factious men were doubtless expecting to find in my pro. 
mised memorial, some advantage, which they would not fail to 
turn to my further injury, and this was the sole cause why they wish- 
ed me not to have any legal assistance in drawing it up ; 1 will not 
undertake to say that Mr. Eastwood would come to me under the 
mask of friendship, being at the same time privy to the de- 
signs of those who sent him ; I do acquit him on this score. He 
was introduced to roe by Captain Robinson, who requested him 
as inspector of the prison, to render me any civility in his power, 
which he promised to do. I never trespassed on him, but under 
such circumstances, I would not accuse him of coming to offer bis 
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ftdvice for purposes of deception. That he was a bigrbf, 1 believe, 
but bis homnir I do not question. It would be vain for me to at- 
tempt a description of the rag'e and disappointment of the Ascend- 
ancy faction, when they learned that I was making arrangements 
for my departtire for North Atnerica, they began at once to annoy 
Lord ComwaYlis, with remonstrances on the mighty danger that at- 
tended strch indvlgenee or mercy, as it would leave it in my power* 
at a future day, to give annoyance to tbe state. As soon as 1 had 
obtained his Excellehcy^a consent to go to America, f prepared 
with the greatest apparent anxiety, for my propose emigration; 
though like a mariner after escaping death, and still amongst the 
raging billows, unwilling to <\m% his vessel, I would gladly cling to 
my native land, whilst 1 could find one foot of it on which I could 
stand witb safety. 1 appeared pablicly anxious to hasten tlie 
<day of my departure, but I still entertained hopes (bat the wicked 
•spirit that existed would soon subside ; that when the anger and 
bad passions, engendered by party feuds, and matured by the dis- 
astrous events of the Insurrection, would have passed away, the 
.Government of the country could adopt a more merciful conduct 
to the people, whose interest it was to cultivate the blessings of 
peace and mutual forgetfulness, 1 flattered myself, that through 
the kind interference of General Grose, and other friends, who 
;were truly zealous in my favour, I might, at no very distant pe- 
riod, in the full enjoyment of my liberty, resume that station in 
society, which I had never forfeited by any dishonourable act, 
while 1 was incurring heavy expence, in various ways, to neutral* 
ize the unrelenting spirit of intolerance and persecution, which 
.the Wexford Inquisitors manifested towards me ; some influential 
iriends made representations to Government that my health was 
fast declining, and my property wasted by long continued and un- 
necessary oppression ; that my three sisters and an aged grandmo- 
.t her, the innocent sufierers by that barbarous system, under which 
I continued so long incarcerated, would be left in a state of utter 
destitution, if I did not obtain my liberty, and that in all probabi- 
lity a few months more of confinement would place me beyond the 
reach of -human power, and that thus the benevolent intentions of 
Lord Cornwallis would be frustrated. The movements of my ene- 
mies were carefully observed by my very kind friend, Mr. Bur- 
ruwes, whose high credit with the must iuflucntial members of the 
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GoTcninicnty (although not an admirer or supporter of their sys. 
.tern of groverping the couatry) gave him frequent opportunities of 
.removtpg such prejudices as the evil reports of the Ascendsmey fac« 
.liop had created ; the pride of that parljr w^is deeply wpuiided^ by 
the coQtempI with which I treated that dissembled frieadshijH 
.which had bee« offered by them alter they had lyiade.iqjc^ssaQt ex^ 
.eilioiis ta destrof in^ and as I bad escaped the saares sp insidi* 
ou8^ kid, the ,di8i|ppQyitflieiit addfd fresh vkulence to thrir mn^ 
CQUiw The senrieea <tf suebafriaodaa Nr« Biinrowes^* at thl«( 
junetore^ who bad abilities to state these truths, anc] cre^lit to 
icause them to be believed^ waft of the highest importi^oce to me* 

• 

Colonel Phayre, who was my landlord for differebt forms in the 
County Wexford, had arrived about this time in ]>nblin from £ng. 
land, where he had for some time attached himself to an English 
Hegiment of Militia during the Irish Insurrection. I wrote to bioi 
requesting that he would use his influence witb Goremmettt in ttj 
favour. He and my father were parttcuteriy intimate^ and 1 was 
equally ikmiHar wi^ him previous to the losnnrectioii. I theia- 
fore expected my application would bavebeen attended to. A 
friend of mine delivered my letter to bmi at bis hotel in Dablio, 
and another letter to Colonel Barry at bis lodgings. On my fri«wi 
entering Colonel Phayre»s lodgings, he was met by a Mr. Chris- 
tian Wilson, the then High Sheriff of the County Wexftird, and a 
Mr. Edward Perciva!, who had been High Sheriff the precoding 
year, who were just after waiting on the Colonel. When he looked 
at the superscription of my letter, be at once said to my friend, 
•« I can render no service to Cloney, the two gentlemen whom you 
just met departing from me have come direct from Wexford to re- 
quest that 1 would not interfere for him, and I could not refuse a 
request so earnestly made«» • However little my heart was apt to sink 
under disappointments, 1 must confess, that I was sensibly affect- 
ed by tbe result of this application. I never could have contem- 
plated his refusal, or imagine thatmy being politically implicated, 
should have obliterated every kind feeling from his mind, and 
that the recollection of past kindnesses, received by him from my 
tather, (and they were numerous) was banished from his recollec- 
tion. My father was always an independent tenant, and never 
refused to contribute to tbe accommodation of a needy landlord ; 
both his purse and his name were frequently at Colonel Phayre's 
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service ; but all ties of friendship were now severed by party spi« 
rit ; all obligations cancelled ; and evory affection of faonor aiid 
Tirtue were effaced^ in those breasts, where politi<!al raoooor had 
established its utidisputed dominion. The wicked policy puvsued . 
by those persons inilnicable to me, was to be besiege ef erygent leman 
in the country, who was supposed to be friendly^ with appeals ai« 
mHar to those which had been made to ColoBd Phayre. The party 
were not, however, so successful with otbera* My letter to Colo*! 
ael Barry met a different reception, tlthongli it was scaicnly. 
read, when Colonel Phayre entered the lodgings of the former, • 
juid acquainted him with the mission of Messrs« Wilson and Per- 
cival, the deputies of the Wexibrd magistrates, '^1 care not,** 
said Colonel Barry, with apparent anger, ''what request those 
gentlemen made of you; poor doney served me, and I shalH 
serve him in any way in my powar ;** '' tell him,** said he, turn- 
ing to my friend, Mr. Michael Walsh, of Wexford, (a foithfal and 
kind man, who paid me great attention) /' to send me any memo-i 
rial he may wish to have laid before the Irish Government, and I 
shall feel great pleasure in presenting it instantly, and shall sup- 
port its prayer aa warmly as J can.** I cannot help contrasting 
the conduct of those two gentlemen, finr it was at the instance and; 
particular request of Colonel Phayre, that my father and mpelf 
supported Colonel Barry, as a candidate for the representation of 
the comity We^Uord, in the yeaj 1707« 

We had nofur&er acquaintance or intercourse with Colond^ 
Barry during our lives, but at this time leading men ai Lord Ely *a 
party in the County Wexford, were beard to say, on many occaw 
sions, that had I interested myself for LordLoftus at that election, 
or previous to it, as I had for Colonel Barry, I should never hav« 
suffered a day's imprisonment. I staled this fact in my first let* 
ter to Colonel Barry, and it bad that effect en him which it wouklr 
have on any high or honourable mind ; he proved his honour xmd 
his gratitude in a way that left an impression on my mind not to- 
be removed by any part ho hassiuoe taken in the affairs of Ire- 
land. 1 often felt pain at not being able to wait on him in due time 
after my return from lingland, to make him personally my grate- 
ful acknowledgements ; but the very bad state of my health and 
spirits, added to my other embarrassments, deprived me of thai 
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opportunity — a circumstance wliich I often since deeply regre(te<?. 
Remarks were freely made at a subsequent |)erk)d, on my not 
snpporting Lord Valeiitia, the relative of Colonel Barry, as a ean- 
didate for Wexford County. To these remarks I reply, tliat, in 
the first place, I was not applied to in time, and when applied to I 
urn sorry to say, it was in a most ungracious manner. Next, that 
hAd rbeen appKed to ever so timely, I would not separate my in- 
terest from that of the enslaved body to which I belonged. It 
could not, by any honourable or conscientious man, be expected 
that I should discharge in}* private obligations at the public ex-i 
pence, or go up to the hustings to vote for the man who would, if 
returned, give- his vote in Parliament to *keep my country and my- 
self in slavery. Gratitude is to be commended in every man, and- 
I feel that I never was deficient in it .- and to this hour I would 
gladly go to any part of Europe to serve the present Lord Farn- 
ham ; but much as gratitude is to be priaed, there are duties whirk 
must ever take precedence even of that exalted virtue* 

In December, 1790, General Grose being called up to Dublin,' 
and an order being sought for in hts^ absence, to send off sixth pri- 
soners in Wexford Gaol as were under sentence of transportation, 
to Geneva Barrack, where they were forthwith to be shipped for 
Cork, on their way to New South Wales, my indefatigable per- 
secutors took care, in the absence •f my friend, General Grose,- 
either to get my name placed on the list, or to place It there them- 
selvesu I was cnrdered from my sick bed by the High Sheriff, 
Christian Wilson, who was accompanied in the diseharge of this 
pleasing duty by the gallant Captain Boyd, so calted by his friends 
for the heriNste he displayed in the expedition with which he led the 
fugitives firom Wexford, when we had first advanced, and the gal- 
lantry he displayed in entering it again, when the face of an ene- 
my could no where be discovered. Doctor Jacob made up the trU 
nmvirate which came to superintend my removal and that of the 
wretched victims, about twelve in number, who were doomed tot 
be the companions of my sorrowful journey. It was late in the even- 
ing when 1 was conducted from my bed into the gaol yard, 
and placed against the wall with my unhappy companions 
in misfortune, vt^ho looked more like spectres than men.<i— 
It could be easily seen that the iron bad taken possession of 
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(heir iMAHBt not a piijring look, iiui a g^nee iqdUcaliiig sjmpalfay, 
ceiiUI he psrcmvod in the faces af <|ttr nimnuni Bevlewen. IMice 
was giTea im ia a kaugh^ and meiiaoinip toiie^ that p^mmnvff 
monniig at daf bMaki w« abouki talM oar dopart«ff^ Irom #«ir 
priaoii, itnd ftocfiad on our mat lo Gentva barMck. Tha ^verj 
name of the pk^so ha4 Something hovriM^ io it^ it hafving been tbe 
depot fcr aaofltaaf anfoitooattt^ ptopte, ivlhoni Ibesaprerifjrof the 
Asc8adlaBC3P foction bad evpoaed to forture, privatiosa of ererjr 
sMt^ aud peifeHul bankb«t|ii^« 

The most gloo^ij i.d^^ took jii>9»9mm pf QV^* v^^s^ 9a th^ 
name of Geneva fell ^po^ quf ^n^ For my patt^ I /jelt so as* 
tQpi§)i.e<J| tb?^t thQ 9r4^jr ibjt my j;9iiig to AlW^?* 8b(W^4 lw^« 
been resdiid.e4>. even tbron^b the ^j^rfor/e^oQ of ibe fs^tiopi th^f » 
from the beginning, opposed my dxpatri^tioalo t)^ Vi#l4 ^!t^* 
1 scarcely knew what to say, or bow to act, I could not resist the 
nMDoble of thelrk}ay»4N, yot sonetfaing s^nM be immediately 
dftfiw I thaielbra imitiady seal fer ny eldest aitter fo our place 
of msiABum ia Am comtryi aboaf tibirfeeii niles* dfstant from 
WoKibrdy ab* eaaie wkii ket aadal aapedffioii'^ and arrired at a 
lalo^J^amr a^ aif^t,. whea aftes vestSng soma abort time, she pvo- 
cea^^tolholioas^ of a Hr* Thomaa Synaatt, w4io was aMmned 
to ajkf jlittor^sftster, ami who Kted aigkt rnttea from Wraford. — 
Ta»U«i sbeaanied kittara hr my Coanael', Mr. Bnrrowes, and 
Qlhar frioada ia DaUki, who woald be likely to interest tbemsehres 
ia Gouataraotkig Mi )aat traackerocia und arkiirary proceeding of 
qpy aMctleBi op^paeasiap. 



Before she left Wexford, for Mj. Sym;ioU*s residc^a/ce^ sfii» wajted 
on Mr. SheriflT Wilspu, haviqg Mr, XencJb, j^ SuJti-S^eHft, a»A 
another Gentleman to ficcoropany bejr* Wilson was epg^ed with 
a clnb of his associates, at their usual place of meetii^g. He l^Uig 
sent in for came out, apd the poor 4istr$bcted fenpiate threw herself 
on her knees at the dopr before the, savage, to beg, as a g];eal fa- 
vour, merely that I might be permitted to remain t^o days in 
Wexford, to have some understanding and arrangement with her 
about my affairs. With a degree pf demoniac sati3{action, which 
could only be inspired; by the spirit of a fiend, the tyrant, heed* 
less of her tears and affecting appeal, tin^^d round and said^ 
*' Tench take the girl away, I can do nothing for her." It was 

R 
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in vain Mr. Tench represented to him that he was acting; without 
proper authority, or at least hj the authority of an order sent 
down throug^h niistakei and that 1 would be brought back in spite 
of all the opposition he could give. However the tyrant remained 
inexorable. Disappointed in her attempt to obtain this trifling fa* 
vour, she proceeded with my letters to Mr. Synnott, travelling by 
night — Mr. Synnott, on hearing her melancholy tale, lost no time 
in setting out for Dublin, and on his way he met General Grose 
who knew him, had his carriage stepped, and came out and walk* 
ed some distance with him, while Mr. Sjmnott explained what had 
occurred. The General kindly urged him to use all possible ex- 
pedition in bis journey, and gave him such other advice as he 
deemed necessary for his guidance. He knew the proceeding wasi 
a* base trick, and would be immediately rectified by my Counsel's 
remonstrance to Government. 

When Mr. Tench found he could not prevail on Mn Wilson to 
allow me the trifling indulgence, that I required, he very humanely 
v^rote letters to different Officers in Geneva barrack, stating that 
there was an unfair advantage taken of me, and representing me 
to him in the most favourable light. The kind manner in which 
he acted, on this ocfSasioUi fully removed from my mind the re« 
collection of the < violence he had displayed on the day the King?8 
troops returned to Wexford. As I have before stated, his gene* 
rous attention, however, folly atonedfor his Indiscreet zeal on that 
occasion, and I feel , great pleas^ire in doing this act of justice to 
the memory of a man, who has long since, paid die great debt Of 
nature, and who I hope, ^ere now, has received the reward of his 
benevolent actions. On the following morning, after receiving 
the rout, 1 was hurried out of my sick bed before day, and as soon 
as a glimmer of light appear^, I was forced, into the gaol yard, to 
join my intended companions, destined for New Geneva. As I 
was not at all able to walk, a fnend furnished me with a poney. 
Had it been imagined that 1 could be able, by using force, to 
oblige me to walk, my enemies would certainly have insisted on 
my walking. When about to mount my poney, which I was bad- 
ly able to do, I handed three guineas to Joseph Gladwin thegaoler« 
in return for his accommodating me with a small room for a little 
time, and for which I had. regularly paid him before^ when, with 
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a ferockms grin, his wbo)e facq exhibitiog symptoms of malign 
nant pleasure, be furnished me with a pair of handcufTs, after 
pocketing my money. I was almost unmanned by such an act of 
gratuitous depravity, but persecutioij in various shapes had been 
so femiliar to me, that 1 boro the cruelty of this semi-barbarian 
with stoical patiencei. 

At a short dktance from the town I remonstrated with a little 
ensign of the 8Ugo Militia, who commanded our guard, against 
ihe cruelty of the treatment 1 received^ and added that I would, 
iMi&re a week had elapsed, have hire brought before a court mar- 
lial for becoming the instrument of a cruel and persecuting faction, 
as whenever General Grose returned I would be Instantly recalled 
from Geneva barrack, where I was now being sent without pro- 
fer authority. This threat had the desired effect ; he ordered the 
sergeant of the guard Co take off the handcufis, and to our joy, 
he consigned us at Taghmon, to the care of more compassionate 
guards. Kindness ^hewn to persons accustomed to harsh treat- 
ment will be ever duly appreciated, and before he left us, be gave 
us cause not to lose the recollection of a day, rendered still more 
painfiiil by his total want of feeling ; for on his coming up to the 
inn at Taghmon he rushed to the door, ordering us to draw up in 
front of it, and«xposing us to the rude gaze and . mockery of a 
party of low ragged yepmen, an4 other vagabonds of the same 
description, whom ill nature or curiosity had drawn round us, 
and from whose insult and derision we had no protection, but in 
silent endurance, I fbrget this ensign's name, but ft brother offi- 
cer of his, Lieut. Ormsby, also of the Sligo militia, whose care 
we were npw consigned to, witnessing this scene from (he parlour 
window of the inn where he then was, rushed out with n\anifest 
indignation, and desired the little ensign to hold ray bridle while 
1 should alight, and then brought nie into breakfast with himself. 
He also ordered the other prisoiiers into another apartment to get 
some refreshment. He acted with the .utmost tenderness towards 
me, expressed his sorrow for my ipisforlunes, apd said, " although 
I am jiware. Sir, that ygu were an active leader ip the rebellion, 
I am also well aware of your humanity to such Protestants as you 
met in danger, and this conduct should not be forgotten.'* This 
generous soldier conducted us to Fooke's Mill, only a few miles 
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from his quarters, aod iberc we m^ Major Inglis, the ^rignde 
inajor to General Grosc^ who had also been some days absent from 
Wex'foM, \vbo expressed great surprise at s^eiog me on my travels^ 
and said that my removal must have arisen from mistake but he 
was certain General ISrose would iiaye me icnmediate^ brought 
back. This news was communicated to me with nuieh syppanuU 
satisfaction, by that worthy soldier. Lieutenant Orms^iy, who now 
gave us ia eba^« lo a Le&ul&Baiit Jdnes ^ iha «ini« tegiatet, 
whom he eamestl^'xe^ifested tftlraat me wfth mm%e^ aiM^lteB^ 
tioa. Liettteaam Joom ^prored, <»a ^ipr way to New Rwsaiid theiie» 
that he was^qugily W0U djspoc^d asUs hn^tber lrf$c«iw He iad 
I rode logeiber la (he fere of the Mber firitoiierB, convevrfag £i« 
miliarly as we Unveiled s^l^og^ I was aaneivliat «bdered hy har^ 
ingheen Tolunt^rily ftvei)red with a yety atvang MM* itwok 
Major Inglis Id an ^ittcer 4>f lan)^ al Geneva hurrack^ reproeent*, 
ing that n^y bek^ seat there was «% ideally Amh^K tni'slake. On 
our way we met a coaBtrjrman wba knew me^ ^aod whaask^d in a 
feeling leae^ i/ I was at loagth (ardwed off. ^* What^^* said l» #e- 
coselyp ^^capyaanfiaQif | am aceon^pai^i^g Ibis geaderaan/' 
neaning Lieutenant jTonas^ '^ii^^saartiog theee^sonerS'teResa,*' 
and Mr. Jones aeemed astonished 4hal I could a9eHBie ttt appeari* 
aace of dieerfuhiess uader aupb {i^nfut ciroomalaaces. 

Having arriTecl at New Ross, we were consigned to -the comi* 
forts of 9. guard room. Afr^ Michael Walsh, of whose cordial 
attention I beforemada mention, rode into Ross before us, and 
made a reauest of the commfinding officer, (in which Lieutenant 
Jones joined^ tliati night be permitted to atop at the head inn 
to have a few hours rest ^nd refreshment, of which | stood much 
in need. This indulgence was in part granted, and I was con- 
ducted to the inn, where some friends were allowed to see me, 
and where! remained for two hours. I felt my spirits still sup^ 
ported by the hope of ^ speed/ return, and as some of thoso 
friends who supposed they were taking a last farewell, were giv. 
ing vent tp their sorrow, ) told them not to be uneasy, for that I 
would, please God, meet them in the same place on that day week 
or sooner, which prediction was afterwards literally fulfilled. My 
two hours having expired, 1 was reconducted to the guard house, 
where a pallet bed was furnished to me from the inn, but on which 
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. I toi>k very liUlo rt«t« Refleetinap d oring <hc night on my roii^ur- 
tiu(ies» and sometimes cheered by the jokes of my poor fellow-suf- 
iorersy some of whom were as cheerful as if Uiey were going Ifi 
aconatry fair. A cxHtaMeraMe iioie betore day my companioos 
aiid«i(y«elf were conducted by torch Ught to the qui^^ and put on 
board agn»4Md»(» which i^uipldy saiied down ihe river, and we 
«tvived at Gieaev« haoraok at aa earJ|y hour, where we wereplar^d 
HI a Aost 4$nf^ aad loaihamne pHsott. U xeaiJy exceeded axiy des- 
«rip4iMi I oDuU^ive of tt^r4U(b«BeM and a w«q| lof every aort 
«f comfort, flam i tnet aeveial ^ my fomer Acqual&ixuices, 
maay <iof whan had beea in mmtthuisMe and -eaey eironnatattces^ 
The want of cleanliness in the place, and.lheir w«elch0d appear- 
ance, too plainly indicated that th^ had quaflfed the cup of mis « 
' fortune to its dregs, and it was now difficult even for oppression 
itself to add to their misery. This gave me no prepossessing aoti* 
cipations of tlie comforts destined for me, if I should be detained 
long in Ais disgusting place. 

ii\a first nigjkt ifras aDeooL^gfooiny foseiiadfoga ; thene laiglit 
possibly be tigber 4fegrQe4>ta(liiiiliiaa oiiaer y Aim I had yet aiider- 
ed, but I was not.prepapcilifiii^mdvtfter Ihetoi. The morokig af* 
ter our arrival my companions were all ordered out to a kind of 
hospital^ to submit to the inspection of the garrison surgeon. — 
Theleftcrs I brought wrth*me saved me from the painful ceremonies 
my companions had 16 undergo. Besides this exception from per* 
sonal scrutiny, those letters procured for me the indulgence of 
having l>reakfast and dinner furnished me by the man m^o kept fhe 
officers^ mesSy l)ut this was, of course, at my own expense. The 
filth every where around us, and tlie intolerable smell in our sleep- 
ing place baffles description, so that it was impossible to eat of 
i\iG host fare with any degree of satisfaction. Among the prisoners 
whom chance or untoward fortunen)uddledtogether,aud who walked 
in company duriug the day, were three Roman Catholic clergy- 
men. One of them was a Rev, Mr. O'Neill, of Youghall, well 
known to some officers of the Wexford Militia. An account of his 
sufferings would be calculated to soften the most obdurate heart. 
There was also a Tlov. Mr, Gannon, from the county Mayo, who 
had surrendered himself to one of the Marquis of Sligo's family, 
on the express condition of being sent to North America^ but faith 
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it Is said was broken with him, and to Geneva was be sent, to 
swell the list of those yictims of tyranny which were offered as a 
propitiatory sacrifice to the Moloch of Orange Aacendaney. He 
seemedtobearaaQofprolbttiidieamhig, and was of extraordinary 
stature and fino appearance in every sense. I afkorwards learned 
that he g;ot off in some way to Spain, where he waited on Lucieo 
Buonaparte, then ambassador at Madrid, who fnmiabed him with 
ample means to take him to Paris, and that in some limo aAer be 
l^ot a care er parish near Venailles^ where he has svpported the 
tme Iridi character, for hospitality and kindness to his country^ 
men in particular, whom he considered worthy^ and many of whom 
rehired it at his haads^ 

I roust now return to Mr. Synnott^s embassy to Dublin, where, 
on arriving, he presented my letter without delay to Mr. Burrowes, 
who wrote instantaneously to Mr. Secretary Marsden, explaining 
what bad occured, requesting the mistake of my being sent to 
Geneva should be rectified, and my recall forthwith ordered, aa 
delay might be ruinous ; the ohj[pci>of my enemies being, as he 
apprehended, te have me put'0Oti£tffd''a transport vessel at Cork^ 
and sent off to New Sontb WaleatlnlhAt delay* 



Mr. Marsden, on receiving Iiis letter, expressed his astonishment 
at the transaction, and rode out promptly from the Castle to the 
Phoenix Park, for the purpose of communicating the matter to 
Lord Comwallis. His Excellency was quite indignant at what bad 
happened, and ordered Colonel Littlebales to attend at the Castle, 
that be should previously write to request Mr. Burrowes^roigbt 
meet him there, and that any request Mr. Burrowes should make 
with regard to me, was to be complied with. Mr. Burrowes be- 
ii^. at the time particularly engaged, he sent for my Attorney^ 
Mr. Anthony Hawkins, and deputed him to go to the Castle in 
his place. Colonel Littlehales there gave him a letter to General 
Johnson, desiring that he should, without delay, send me back 
with an escort of cavalry to Wetcford, to be placed under the care 
of General Grose— Cokmel Littlebales declared to Mr. Hawkins, 
that Lord Cornwallis was so indignant at the treatment 1 had re- 
ceived, that he was fully disposed to have every satisfaction ren- 
dered to me, and Colonel Littlehales himself seemed equally well 
disposed to forward bis Excellency's honorable intentions. Mill- 
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tary governmeBts are not^deairable ia any country, but in Ire- 
land they were preferable to the Ge^eniineiit'of an atrocious fac- 
tion, and, in this instance, it was to high military characters I 
owed my life and liberty. Mr. Hawhios was well aware of the 
necessity of expedition. He, therefore, immedialely engaged a 
chaise and four horses, and posted day and night, without inter* 
mission, until he arrived at Geneva barrack. On his arrival at 
Eoniscortfay, the chaise was immediately surrounded by ma^y of 
my orange enemies, wishing to know why Mr. Hawkins, who 
had so recently left that town, should return with so much expedi- 
tion, and by such an expensive mode of travelling. He answered 
that he was going with an order from the Lord LieutenaHt to have 
rae restored to liberty. He could not have communicated less gra- 
tifying intelligence to those gentry, and they did not forbear ex- 
pressing their astonishment, and manifesting their sorrow at so 
unexpected an announcement. On the morning of the day after 
he left Dublin, Mr. Hawkins was with me at Geneva barrack, as 
the fear of my b^ng put on board a sonvict ship, made him con- 
sider such expedition necessary. On this occasion, as wdl as 
during my trial, Mr. Hawjiins acted a warm and friendly part, 
and he, I am sure has been, and will be always ready to allow that 
I was. not ungrateful for or unmindfttl of the value of his services. 
He met General Johnson in Waterford, and delivered him Cokmel 
Littlehale*8. letter, on his way to me, and was furnished with an 
order from the General to have me transmitted to Waterford on 
t|ie following day on my route to Wexford.— The only mode of 
conveyance offered me at Geneva, was a common car, and feeling 
so indignatit at this faisult, I struggled with great difficulty and 
pain to walk to Waterford. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

The author is sent back from New Geneva to Jf^^ord, under 
an escort of the Duv\frieshire Cavalry^ by order of Lord Com-* 
toallis, after remaining in Wexford Gaol at this time, far more 
than twelve months^ he is liberated. 

In that City I was brought before General Johnson, who in- 
quired how 1 wished to travel to New Ross ? J told him that be- 



ingy as I fonceired, a state ptmoftep, I tfiMigfhf it rested with hint 
to furnish me with a respectahls mode of tvavelfrng, but as he (lid 
net shew any incKnatien to ace ommodate me, I had a chaise vttd 
four horses proittded to caavey me back, ss the roads were rerj 
bad. 1 set one from Walerford with ai» escevt of the DumfrieflAiire 
Feoeiblo Cavah-y, eonsisltDg of ft corporal's gvmrd wttier the eom* 
mand ci a serjeanf, who appeared to he a very propet and weH 
disposed man. I f eminded General ^hnsen in a h(gh tone thof I 
told him on my arrivtl at Geneva banack, that he should arvoiii' 
any hisalttng ceremony of plaeiog' me In a standard^ at whieh he 
appeared sulky and displeased. When ws had arrived near Rsss; 
I requesieil the Serjeant to ride in belbre me to the town, and to 
inform the CSsmmaiMfing^ Officer that Creneral Johnson desrred ff 
might be permitfed to stof> at tbe Ina, whieh was aa indn^ence i 
forebore f o ask of the gnHant General himself, and one I am 
pretty snrs that he wonid have refased. However, as I arrived at 
the bridge of Ross» the driver^ to save expense, proposed to 8top» 
bat I was indignaot at the idea of walkfni^ in|olow« at su«h a mo^ 
menttoswea trifie. The trhimph I fek in disappointing a fac- 
tion lliero should be imhitged m a little. I ordered He postillion 
to drive inffdl apeed to the head kin, which heperihnned m good 
stiloy taking dionee ef the seijeaBl^s sueeesfr wilh the Comneadiiig' 
Officer 1e alow AM io step tbeve. He wasaCaptflitt Lyeoof 1^ 
same Reg&meot. I wasesmfeitably seated at the Ina, when the 
Commaadiiig Officer came in, foNewed inaMdialely by the^r- 
funed Bdiget, the late Henry Tottenham, k»g the scooi^el Roas, 
who was weH d i speae d (a ialerfosehislBAoencatohavejiaie- 
noved to the Guard Henae» bat I assimod soch an aw of eenfi. 
dence and independence, as if I had real avtherity far stopptog at 
the Inn, that the tyrant was afraid to interfere. Much was due 
to the worthy Serjeant, who made a report for which he might have 
been himself afterwards i^jiivred. The Comoaoding Officer, Cap. 
tain Lyon, acted with great courtesy and politeness to me in the 
presence of Tottenham, which seemed to give the latter great an- 
noyance. Wherever I met Scotchmen^ either officers or privates, 
I met friends — at least I met men of humanity and good manners. 
Captain Lyon ordered a guard, consisting of a serjeant and two 
privates of the S]%o Miliiia, to be placed over me |br the evening 
and night. The serjeant sat in the parlour while the privates pa« 
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fnA^d the hall. The first Serjeant, under Whose care I was placed 
conducted himselt* very properly, bat when his time was out, he 
was replaced by one of a vety different description, for he was an 
Orangeman of the deepest hue. Though the Commanding Officer 
had ordered that ray friends and none others should be admitted to 
my room, andbutoaeal atime, the seijea&t being resolved to 
gratify his orange friends with a sight of me, brought in a 
Captain idf a Welch sloop, deeolrated with a profusion of orange 
ribbons, made up in roses enormously large, and fastened to the 
breast of bis coat. This fellow made a vulgar display of his prin* 
eiples and loyalty, by giving violent toasts, and making declara- 
tions of his exclusive allegiance, in which fury and enthusiasm 
were ludicrously blended ; I could scarcely have been cursed with 
the society of a mure vulgar and offensive intruder. It was in 
vain that f remonstrated with the serjeant on the unbecoming be* 
havtour of this furious bigot, whom he had so unceremoniously 
introduced, lor the fellow still persisted in detaining him to an- 
noy me« I sent for the officer of the guard, and in the mean time 
retired to my bed-room, but the orange serjeant brought his bro- 
ther oraogemon even there to annoy qie. The officer of the guard 
having received inforniattod of what was passing, came up to my 
bed«reom in a violent rage, and had the two ruffians dragged down 
stairs, and the serjeant committed to his guard-house. The ruf- 
fian Serjeant was then replaced by a proper man, and I laid my- 
self down quietly to rest. A Mr. <{uigley, a relative of mine, 
whom Iharf met in Waterford, aceompaoiod me to Ross, and lay in 
the aame room with me, but be was so terrified at what hadha{qpen« 
ed, and at having a military guard placed in his bed-room, that 
he could not sleep during the night, yet I slept as comjiosed as if 
I was at perfect liberty, and free from all earthly restraint. The 
orange serjeant was kept in confinement, as I afterwards, heard, 
for several days, aud were it not for the powerful influence of his 
party, he would have been cashiered. The Welch hero got a good 
kicking from the officer before he left the Inn, aud was then dts. 
missed with all his orange honours. Early on the following morn- 
ing Captain Lyon called to see me, and intimated that, at my own 
convenience, I would prepare for my departure. After breakfast 
I ordered a chaise, and set out with an escort of the Dumfrieshire 

Cavalry. Had I been rQtuming under a guard of honour, as a 

s 
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freeman to ray country residi^nce, my spirits could not be more 
lively than Jhey were now, retnriiing to a close prison^ where 1 bad 
already been so long immured, and in whi<;h I could not theii 
imagine bow long I wa4 yet to be confined* So signal a triumph 
Qver an intolerant faction, though stiU a prisoner, was tome most 
gratifying* When I arrived at Wexford^ we drove thnmgb the 
town to Gseneral Gro8e*« residence at Cromwell's fort. He was 
then from homie on very serioiuft* duty; itheing nothing less than 
in pursuit of a Captain of yeonaary and^his corpse- wbo^bad^ it 
was said, the night before conunktedsoiaedepvedatioiisin.the 
neighbourhood of Wexford, uadev pretence ofsearchingioE sus- 
pected persoqa* Whateter excessejs they had eonunitted, pravoked 
resistance on the.paK of the. country people^ and this was too 
much for those loyal men to bear at a time, when they imagined 
that any sort of vije treatment might be given to unfortunate Ca. 
tholics with perfect impunity. Though disappointed at not find* 
ing the Genei^al at home, I felt much gratified to perceive that he 
bad the energy to hunt those persecutors in the immediate scene 
of their violence, and at the critical moment when a propejr cheek 
should te given to a system that stillcontinued to outrage the 
laws of God and man. From the General's residence, I was oon^ 
veyed to the lodgings of Colonel King^ of the $ligo mflitiat then 
compuinding in the General's absei^c^. He wras, on inquiry, 
found at ths Post Offi^, which was in the most pvblis part of the 
town, and wherean^^ber of. ibo >^sc^snoy pM^ty were with 
him. On anrlviog there I was at once survonnded. by a^group^ 
whom curiosity in the first instance, had collected* . The appear* 
ance of a chaise guarded by a party of cavaliy^wtth drawn swerds, 
was in itself enough to set people in motion, and Colonel King 
evinced much hesitation in taking upon himself to. haxe anycoa« 
cem with me at all. My case had now become one of interest and 
importance, when it was seen, that, in opposition to nearly the en- 
tire body of the Magistracy of such a great County, with Lord Ely 
and George Ogle at their head, I was brought back so speedily to 
Wexford, from whence they felt such a triumph in banishing me 
in so humiliating a manner. I was kept near an bour> exposed to 
the gaze of high and low Orangemen in the public street, who 
were at this moment most outrageous at General Grose's bringing 
out the mititary to pursue their brothers. Colonel King, seeing 
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the crowd still incre^bin^ about ifiie, aod Genelral Grose not re- 
tarniDgy ord^ed me to the gaoi. I had iiot been manj mitiutes 
consigned to the care of the ungrateful goaler, when my old friend 
Wilson, the Sheriff, came to rebakehis faithful deputy for re- 
ceiving me without a committal When General Grc^ returned, 
he expressed his regret that I had been sent to the prison. I never 
learned his reason for permitting ine to remain there, but 1 do 
suppose, he would have favoured me with more respectable quar- 
ters, if he had riot good and sufficient reasons for acting as he did,, 
but I did not regret the disappointment in this case, as any atten- 
tion of this kind Would, if possible, still further excite the rage 
of the A s ccndancy faction against me. 

Tbe Gencval did nioi retard withonl bt idg^ing the ultra-toyal 
Captain and his gallant yecmien priaoners into Wdxfuld, and this 
ilk thh most hodttiialing* way pos^ible» Tbe brave Captain him- 
self was oblii^ to wall; into town at the tail of tbd General's horse, 
and both bmfe^lf and bis pnT9H» we^e eonfined lor. soitie days 
when it warn aMeatiy^pected, that, at leasts the gallant officer 
^herwaa alsa a Ma^stcale, would be ddftfived of both his commis- 
sions^ The General, kewevte^ ibougli a fever ^f justice^ and a true 
^iend to humanity^ batik a tenddrneas of fei^ing that was easily 
wrought on. He did not kXI6\r (he n^atter up with that deciaioti 
that was absohiteiy necessary to strike terror into the hearts of the 
^ctiom As to %n^ hope for gratitude from the party for his for- 
bearance, it was out of the question. All hla lenity was imputed 
to feeir, and to the weH kn^nvn^ power of their lead^ra^ The two 
occurrences, firsi that of the gallant Captaki, (wbo was my inyete* 
ntfeenen^J beings led into Wexlbrd captive ; alldj^aeCondly^jny 
seturn in proud ctetSfance of the u^tmost pofVer of tbe party, w^e to 
them* most iRMrtlfyiiig'v Not a man of the ioq«isatorial Committed 
of Magicrtrates (called the Commiitte^ of pkiblic sa^y) \Vould ap- 
l^oach or i»p<^k to^General Grose to -aevoral days. Tbe confu- 
sion which p/re^M oft the ^f biefore ilsiBntioned was indescriba-p 
ble. Sofkie of Ogle's Blues r9to vht through, the town on seeio; 
tfieir brother Orangemen led in capttve. They broke the windows of 
tbe Roman Catholic Chapel and attacked the Pai^iah Priests' house. 
What a difficult part a mild and humane Gentleman, such as Ge- 
neral Grose was, had to act, thus beset by a horde of semi-barba-* 



138 

rians, may be easily conjectured, but he did not possess the isaiiie^ 
decision of character which belonged to General Hunter* 

It was at the time ^qnestlon with those who knew Gencrail 
Hunter well, that if he had fqund those yeomanry alluded to at 
the scene of their depredations, with the flames still ascending 
from the hou^e^ they had set fire to, lyhether he would pot imme« 
diately have subjected them to ipilitary execution, llis conduct 
to that firebrand and alarmist, old Captain Hawtrey White, as rc« 
lated by Mr, Edward Hay, fully proved the little respect he en- 
tertained for such petty tyrants, Qp (he (^oi^trary, he had a whole? 
some horror of them, and delighted in sitrikipg terror to their ver^ 
heart's core. The news of my return spread qufckly through the 
cmmtrft and many of iny friends hastened to coDgrfttukife ne 6n 
the event. 1 told every visitor tliat my stay ip t^ country wouM 
be very short, and that-I shoultl wie every posrible expedition in 
ny prepnitations for removing to a free and a happier land. No 
one doubted the tmtfa of ,tMs statement, even the Orange Magis^ 
trates, neutralized ip eom^ degree by tlie hope of my removal, 
awaited my departure with feverish amiefy^ My friends renewed 
their appUeatiuns to Government, and the recent advantage which 
had been taken of me, strengthened their former representations 
of the inveterate prejudloe that the Magistrates entertained, and of 
course tended to wfeaken any fresh remonstrance of theirs against 
me. My enemies having at length learned that new efforts were 
making for me, called a general meeting of their body, 9^i which 
it was resolved, that the High Sheriff, as their organ, should write, 
in their n$ime, to Government, to demand that my sentence of ba<t 
nishmietit should be put into immediate eaecutiop^ add)ng a strong 
and intelligibly bint| that, unless their vlrishes were (x>mplied with* 
tkeif would uai ivppori tke Legisli^itt {/iiton. It will be recol«t 
lected that the very head of thdr party^ Lord Ely, was one of the 
main props of that nefarious measuroi fipd bow could be, in sucli 
a case, meet a refusal. Here was the hcynor of (iord Cornwallis*^. 
Government put completely. to the test, while the hopor of two of 
his most respectable Generals was pledged tp me> and additional 
testimonies of ^ most convincing n^tture of the injustice pf those 
charges of violence which were m^de agaipst me daily cowing be? 
fore him, as well as of the cruel and unchristian feelings of my 
enemies. 
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I do now, at the end of thirty-four years, declare, thai 1 be- 
lieve my case was one of the most trying* to Lord Comwa1Us*a 
feelings which* lie encountered during his Vice Royally in Ireland ; 
and I further believe, that, were it not for the anxiety of Govern- 
ment to c:trry that most favorite of all their measures, the Legisla- 
tive Utiien, I would not have suffered a longer imprisomtieni thaa 
during the time required for a complete inv^tigation of my case.—* 
It may appear sUvinge that Lord Cornwallis, und«r a strong Ted- 
iiig of indignation at the violent opposition iiis <Sesire to be jnsttD 
me exrp^ieiiced from the Wexft»rd Magistrates, was heard to de^ 
clare himself to that effect. Here there is ^vk indiibttable proof ifX 
the baneful influence the Orange Asomdancy possessed at this 4ifBe 
in Ireland, and of the <dilficiilty a well-disposed Chief Governor 
' laast have often ^nd in protecting the weak and ojifiressed from 
the tyranny of tiiis powerful and unmerciful lactMOm Vfhsii infa- 
tuation that the Government of England does not govem Ireland, 
at an times, througli the agency of a man possessing inflexible firm- 
ness, undoubted experience, and strict impartiality, accompanied 
by, or selecting for himself Officers having cofligenial feelki£S 
and principles^ 

Th^ last letter from the (H*gan of the Magistrates* was handed te 
a friend of mine, Who happened to wait on one ^ the Castle Se- 
cretaries on business df his own, but who was atill anxious for in- 
formation respectifig my case. The Secretary declared that lie 
thought those repeated pniofs of the violent prejudice that existed 
against ne iniist avenUially ^erve me, yet by continually annoying 
Che Govemoient with those epistolary c<M^plainCs, a letter was 
procured tx>be written from the Castle to GeocHral Grose, saying, 
that ifldjkl., not immediately prepare to depart for America, the 
banisbment sipt would be enfonced against me« Genem] Grose 
. commnnicated tliis painful intelligence to my sisters, who lost no 
time in conveying it to me. I desired them to wait on him the 
following day, to entreat bis advice how f should act, as I com- 
mitted my fate in a great degree to his hands. When they were 
ushered into the General's drawing-room, one of iny most invete- 
rate enemies (the arch-enemy of every Catholic) Counsellor Lys- 
ter, the Judge- Advocate of the Court-martial that tried me, and 
first Lieutenant of Ogle*s Blue$> was in the apartment. The 
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General iotroduced my sisters to bim ; he then; io order to try 
Lyster's pulse, and through him that of the Magistrates uf which 
body he was a very influeutial member, asked him what he thought 
•f ji^ now a|>plying to the Magistrittes for their approbation of 
my receiviag further indu^'ence from Cfovernnent I Lynter 
Bastily replied that he thiwght I had already ^een treated with 
great consideratiwi and forbearance^ aiiMi thai the Magistrates 
never would assent to my remaining a dity at large in Ireland^-— 
Thi& haughty answer was delivered in the tona ol an imfeeling 
fyrantywho was perfectly iadifimnt tO' t&e di$tve8» and afflictioa 
•f two unhappy lleiBKklecu. 

The good General made a strong and forcible appeal to Lyster^is, 
IbelingSy with regard to the distress my exile must bring on those 
creatures,, who he saw before him bathed in tears. ** Lyster/* 
said he,^ " you yourself have children^ and how would they be cir- 
cumstanced if they were deprived of their father ? and can you not 
feel for those poor girls who are now about to be left unprotected ?" 
After using every argument to soften Ly ster, the latter at length 
said if a memorial was prepared by me, proposing to give £10J300 
bail to quit the country for life, on the condition of my being per- 
mitted to remain at large, fi* a very limited period to larrange my 
affairs, the Magistrates might possibly be induced to take it into 
consideration* The General then asked him would he promise to 
present and support the memorial } He, to get rid of the impor-. 
tunities of the humane and generous English Gentlemat^ and sol- 
dier, retoctaotly acc^uiesced. When my sisters ^etuToed and in^ 
Ibrmed me of what had passed^ my chagrin was inconceivable.^ 
i had experienced very much of General- Grose^s kindness, and 
justly entertained for bim as unbounded respect and esteem* as |. 
felt a sovereign contempt A)r Lyster and his confreres, men wfiom 
I well knew no concession would solten or propitiate^ and it was 
to me next to dea(h to negotiate with either. 1 feit deeply mdrti- 
£cd by the alternative Io which I was reduced, as 1 should either 
reject the General's advice, given wfth the kindest intention, or 
submit to the humiliation of asking a favour from men whom I had 
every reason to detest, and to whose breasts mercy was an utter 
stranger. The memorial, however, being prepared to be laid be« 
fore a meeting of Magistrates, which was a few days afterwards 
Luid in Wexford, whore my afflicted sisters waited on the haughty 
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Lyster, to have it presented ; he, with an imperious frown, and 
in a loud tone, told them that tiie meeting was too thinly attendinl 
on that<lay, to discuss a matter of such importance — ^thatthey 
should wait f<H* some time longer, when a fuller and more general 
meeting was expected to take place at Hnniscorthy, where they 
might attend ; and he wouM there ta^ charge of their memoriaL 
Their disappointaient, added to the Goorttfication they fielt in heing 
obliged to wait like culprits <H' paupers, lo a' distant -cmtier ^ tbe 
room^ until the iNreakiegiipof the neeting^ gave them but poor 
hopes of any success from tlie pronused interfereEice of tlie stem 
jtadge advocate of Wexford courts-martial :-*-My sisters and I 
knpatitmtly waited the coming of the promised day, which was 
only to expose us to aggravated insult. 

The poor girls repaired indue time to Enniscorthy, and watched 
Lystcr^s motions very anxiously, and wore at length informed by 
him, with insulting triumph, that the Magistrates had unanimously 
rejected the memorial^ after some deliberation^ and declared that 
they would never acquiesce in any order for my being permitted 
to remain at large for a single day in Ireland. I predicted, said 
the honorable and humane advocate, the issue of your application. 
Yes, he not only predicted it, but, as 1 heard afterwards from nn-* 
doubted anthority, he used all the influence that bigotry and un« 
ehristian feeling could dictate, to fulfil his own prediction. What 
a triumph to my implacable enemies, to have an opportimify ol 
giving a peremptory refusal to his application, and what a mortis 
fieation to my feelings to be obliged to apply to persons of their de*^ 
iScription. During aH my trials, up to the hour of this rejection «# 
my memorial^ I maintained a proud independence of mind, and 
a p^fect.seoii]< of the- power of this intolerant faction ; and no iiope 
of relief from snilmng- could evor Imve induced me (o seek it 
at such hands, but my unbounded respect for my friend, and. tibe 
friend toxn^nkihd. General €r rose, superseded evory o^ier consider 
lotion at the time^ and induced joe to acquiesce in his wishes. 

General Grose, I have reason to believe, foresaw the issue, and 
expected that their implacable hostility to me, would further con- 
tribute to open the eyes of the Irish Government. 1 will here give 
an instance of Lyster* s arbitrary aud overbearing conduct, and 
his idea of that authority, which every little petty tyrant should 
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assnme aQcI exercise, and which should in itself ha re taught me 
to hope for nothing good from him. During my trial ho had some 
eonversatioa with a friend of mine about me, when he asked my 
friend what could be espected from me, who, at a puldic dinner, 
at Enniscorthy, some little time previous to the insurrection, re- 
fused to drink the health of Mr. Ogle, " and what think you, Sir," 
said he, **of the forbearance and forgiving disposition of that good 
and great man that would not now prosecute him for it.*' It can. 
not now be forgotten by the surviving sufferers of 1738, who 
have read the debater IB the Parliament, after the Insurrection 
termiaated^ that this distinguished champion of Orange Ascen* 
dancy proposes ki the Irish ComoionB, that the property of every 
mam who had been implicated in the rebellion dawn to 100/. per 
annum» should be coniiscated. His unchristian declaration wjth 
regard to Roman Catholics, during his canvass for the represents 
ation of the City of Dublin, at a subsequent period, " that Catho- 
lics would swallow false oaths as they would poached eggs** which 
brought on the duel between him and the manly and patriotic Mr» 
Bernard Coyle,^ will not be forgotten for ages^ 

General Grose was now well aware that the Magistrates woultl 
redouble their exertions against me ; and he advised that all my 
influential friends should unite their best endeavours for my free* 
dom.. The venerable Doctor Truy exerted his weighty influence 
throughout my ccmfinement, and that kind and benevolent Prelate 
was mainly instrumental in obtaining the last favour granted to 
me* The renewed e^orts of my friends* the change in the temper 
ef the times» the powerful impression made on Lord Corowallis's 
mind, that my long and severe sufiering bad been unjust, induced 
hint at l^igth to commute my sentence to an exile of two years, in 
any country out of Ireland, and not at war with Great Brt-. 
tain^ on. the following conditions :--^Ftrst9 that no new charge 
should appear against me ; secondly, that my conduct, during my 
confinement, had been becouung, and proper ; and finally, that I 
should give two thousand pounds security to leave Ireland in four- 
teen days after my liberation, and nut return to it until after the 
expiration of two years, under pain of forfeiting my recognizance. 
A reference such as was^ usual being made- to general Grose, 
Le wa& delighted tu have it in his power to make x most favorable 
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r^6rt of my cohdiict. But ev^y effort was used by^ my enemies 
to discover something that might further implicate me. A search 
tv^s made at a farmer^s hous^ who had been a good deial engaged 
inattending private affairs of mine, forlettets, and ihey foutidsome 
bdt they were all on my private affairs regarding rents^ and from 
which nothing criminal could be gleaned* The liecessary bonds 
were sent down by the Attorney-General, early in February, 
1^1, andonthc 12th of that month, after executing those bonds, 
I was liberated^ 



CHAP, xviir. 

* Permissiofi ^ivtn by Government to the Author to remnin in 
Ireland fourteen days to settle his affairs^ This indulgence ex^ 
tended to a period of one mmUh longer, in consequence of a/ur" 
ther application'. He probeeds to Eil^land. Ah insiduous ap-^ 
plication made by the Wexford Asrendancy-men to the British 
Government to . have- the author banishedfrom England. The 
Duke of Portland writes in cotisequence to the Irish Executive^ 
The Author returns to Ireland^ 

The event now proved thht the opinion^ of mjr stc»idy friend, 
Mr* BUnrawes, were strieily conect* The great measure of a Le- 
gislative Union had been carried^ and as he predicted that that 
measure once carried) the faction would have that sling extracted, 
and cease^ in A gr^at degree) to retaiii either powet or. influence 
in.the e6untrv. My only dhance was to suffer in silence until this 
favourable moment should surrite ; and although I was still to suf- 
fer as an exile from Ireland for two yearS). this removal, as wilt 
appeajr by Mr. Bbrrowes' letter, of tbe 81»t May, 1824, a copy^ 
of wbi^b i&here inserted, i^ais adopted by Lord Comwalhs, aasa 
measure of safety for me rather than as a measuris of punisbmeiit': -^ 

May 31, 1824. '' 

My Dkar Sir — lam not surprised that you should feel regret 
at fiot bein'g able to procure minutes of the evidence upon your 
trial before the Court-martial in Wexford, in 1799, and am sorry 
that 1 cannot find my notes taken while 1 acted as Counsel upon 
the occasion, because every such document mu«t establish, that 
notwithstanding your conviction by the mere casting vote of the 
President, nothing was proved beyond taking an active part in 

T 
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the Hebellion, that could, in the slightest degree, tami^b youf 
character. On the coptrarjr, your conduct was marked by seve- 
ral instances of hazardous hnmanity, which I have often related 
as proof thAt the moral ieeling of the deluded men who engag^ in 
that criminal entcrpriza was. n9t .uni veifsajly dej^ra^ved* It apipear- 
ed that at the hazard oF jour own life you prptected mQn. with 
wfiom before the Rebeftion broke out you were in a state of deadly 
aoimofittty, and I. recollect that one of the fekiog*8 soldiers swore 
that you singly forc^ your .way amoogal a crowd o^armedi Rebels^ 
and rescued him from otherwise inevitable destruction, Ind^ 
those acts and similar acts appeared'tb 'me io operate, with some of 
the Court-martial to your conviction, as tending to deprive you of 
the benefit of the Amnesty Act^ b^ aflbrding evidence that you' 
were a leader. Yet I felt at the time that I ought not to advise you 
to witbhoklthem. Ihaveonl}^ further to i^d| that Lord Corn- 
wallisj upon reading the minutes of the Court«martia]| instantly re- 
versed the sentence of death, andthM<the ord^r that you should 
remain in England, for, I believe, two Vears, Wis^ I conceived, at 
the time a measure' idtimfltely adopted in compliance as far as jus- 
tice would allpw, witK th^ juiturally. eiiragfid>f(^lings o( the loy« 
alists-— and perhaps ii| some de^ee lit^^th. a view, to, your own 
safety. • v •> . • • ■•.■ 

lam, truly, your*9, 

PETER Bl/RI^OWES, 

To T. Cloney, £s^ 

Can any one, even the most incredulous, after reflecting on the 
contest between I>ord Comwallis. and GeDenil;Oro9eoDone8ide 
and thp great body, of the Wexiord Magistracy and ^heir vicious 
retainers on the other, doubt that I was one victim among the 
many tbousfiids saerificed.to.the accursed, measure of a Legisla^ 
ti ve Union ? . If the, faction did not euceeedi as they bad promised 
themseWes, in exacting my destruction, th^auc^seeded.in advane* 
ing the interests of those agents which they employed to effect their 
own .private purpose* ffy pnaeipaLproaecttteift were amply re« 
warded at the public, expense ; one in particular had twenty pounda 
granted to him yearly by the Wexford Grand Jory while he hved, 
butihis days wece shortly. numbered. During a rigorous confine* 
ment of twenty^one months and four days in Wexford gaol, many 
were the ^lelancholy and afflicting scen^ I witnessed^^many were 
the victims I 9aw going out. to ; execution, mapj of whom were at^ 
tended by their wives and children in a few moments to be widows 
and orphans. Some of them might have deserved punishment, but 
the greater number suffered upon the evidence of the basest and 
most profligate wretches that Ireland couldptodttce» The wretched- 
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Victims, Wi&i ritecfUted ob WekfeH bridge, were Unitormtjr 
mbWn iiitd H^be W^ter. to l^etioM Ui^ ihidotght Watching bf 
mew ikmttmaXe and iifflict^ iHdbWs &t tUe Wdt'l^lr's edge it the 
iAMn^ in ofe^cb tide, liopibg.io^h^ver iBemltea fttid faioKkted 
r^aitts of thii^ hu^ands Was ihiAi ftpptfA&gt ^^tfae sAcc^ded 
ill \^eetitetitg ihi rm^im &iihi/tt filthers or huslisoids for iiitar^ 
mem In ihls wiy » -^tiierd ttjpdm «toy ttlig snd drearjr ni^^ts ti^ 
Hi>ii whilst otli<ihl» ^M^ ttie^ fiadW^Vterbd them; Had to leav^^ 
their naked ranains in 9ome miserable shed, while they b€^|fed 
through We%(oTd fftr the pricp pf shiQuds und coffins. 

The iftbabttant9 were, dnrhit^ fart of this time^ in sucli terror, ^ 
that tfiey actfeially dreafded^ ofiienmg th^ir dOors to hear ^a tale of ^ 
woe from a6y of tfaf^se a^ipted fenmfe!^* Heatinj^ this, I desired 
tlM^t jinyoneof th&m who was destitute <tf necessaries {or the inter- 
ment of their ht^bamds or friends to <»nie to me and } would sup^ \ 
jp^y them, and | am $i|re there are severt^l stjU living who would \ 
gUnily he^ tei^timony toi tbnise $»(>ts; I ^ared not- bow petty men 
in power Adt on th^ occasion. The unfortunate hnsbandshad ex« 
piated their im|mled crimes op 4|e scftfljoid, apd their errors should 
not hate bef^ yiuted oo the imhilppy widows and oiphans, or other 
£fi^ss 

The arrangements with regard to bail being coiiipteted,; i bid 
farewell to my dreary hat^ltation, and retired to my sister's Ibdg- 
fpgs Vhere | s^bt sonne days, aifd a leW ad^re reguitatiiig matiers 
with my tenants in tl^e <!ouutry. A we^k of my fourteen days 
baying expirip'd, I set oiit for pubjin 4lltf|bugh badly ih}/b io travel, 
P^fote the foiiheen d^ys( eli^psed I bad an application made to Go- 
ternmenl to grant me a month fo settle some domplfcated derangc« 
pients in my private affqiirs. This indulgence "v^as granted/ and 
when' it expired, finding my beali^ still very bad and my affairs 
requiring constant attention, Iveh(ured to rienialii in Dublin, i^ith- 
out any permission, until the middle of August following, but 
rather in private^ At this time | ha^d a menaorial presented at the 
Castle praying that I might be permitted to return from Wales to 
settle spme urgent aifairs. Mr. Secretary Cppke wrote, to my, 
Counsel, Mr. Buirowes, in reply, saying jthat I would be p^r* 
milted (0 remain sii this country until the first of September fol- 
Juwiug, on the special condition that \ would^ on that day, quit it^ 



and not 3p[ily for any furtlier extension of the indulgence so often 

granted^ At this critical period much apprehension was enterr 

tained of a French invasiop. The Boulogne flotilla «ippeared very 

formidable, and were expectisd daily to saiK from the tenonr of 

Mr, Cooke's letter to Mr. Qurrpwes, it was evident the Govomr 

ment bad infonhatioii of my rei^aioing in Ireland beyond (he Iim0. 

allowecl. I was frequently cautioned by my friends of the risque 

I ran, yet I perri^ted, aqfl, as fprtun9 wp^ !)ave it, I esoiped 

without injury^ 

• • . » 

I mnde up my mind and prepared, as the first of September ap« 

preached, to sail for Liyerpool, and lodged on the quays on the eve 
of my departure, the first of Septeml])er, to be ready for the packet. 
Here, however, 1 was detained by contrary winds until the 
seventh of that month, and on that day we sailed with a favorable 
wind for Liverpool, and arrived there safe and well on the 0th fol- 
lowing. Informations having been lodged at the Gastle, on the 
15th of September, that 1 had not quit Dublin, that welkknown 
officer. Major Sirr, was on the alert to arrest me, and Mr* Seere* 
tary Gooke wrote to Doctor Troy to acquaint him of the recent in« 
formations he bad received, and |he wder in consequence given to 
Major Sirr. This letter Doctor Troy forwarded with all possibln 
expeditipn to a particular frien^ of mine,^ Mr. Patrick Kavanagh, 
of £xcfae^uer-streetj| then a highly respectable su|^r4>aker. Mi: 
Kavanagh had fprtonately on that very morning received a letter 
from me, dated the 13th pf Septemberi from Liverpopl, which 
came to )iim by hai^d. Mf. Kavanagh ingeniously took away the 
figure 3, and the letter$ t and ^ over it, and made the letter ap? 
pear to be dated the |st September, and then dispatched it to Dr. 
Troy, who had it instantly forwarded to the Castle, to Mr. Cooke. 
Major Sirr in the mean time went to Mr. Kavanag|i*s house, and 
said he had information that I was there, and ifhe found me he 
should conduct Mr. Kavanagh witf) me to prison. Mr. Kava- 
nagh answered his threats very cooljy, by saying, ** thaJt it was 
likely that the Major should, on his return to the Castle, be iur 
formed where I rqallj was. When my letter came to Mr. Cooke's 
hands, he was so astonished at the 'persevering malignity with 
which my pcrsecutors*continued to misrepresent me, that he de- 
clared he would thenceforward take cafrc how he attended to any 
informations from my enemies. 



147 

At Liverpool I soon became acquainted with some of m^ coun- 
frymen, who had, like myself, drank deeply of the cup of perse^ 
cucioD. The similarity of our- fortunes and situations created a 
.iiyiupatby which was cemented into warm friendship ; w^ endea- 
voured, in each other's socieiyf IQ soften the bitterness ofcule, 
and forget as much as we could those evite that derive additional 
weight from jandeariog i^coUexstionsy and enerease- in apparent 
inas^itodci, in proportion as they aire brooded over in a state 6f 
persona] ^^dasioip f|»m our dearest connexions. 

■ ■•.■•' • -• • • ■ 

My WeiLford^ enemies, ever indefd%ah}e, were not idle after my 

departure from Ireland. ' Finding themselves defeated iii D^blifitboy 

had their lynx-eyed spies crossing my paths in Liverpool. Their 

fears, or rather wickedness, or both, magnified our little 

band of ^exiies info a dangerous knot of conspirators, and they soon 

made one more powerful effort to induce the Irish Governmcni to 

violate its faith, and to have me arrested and sent out of the coun. 

try*- The principal oflicial documents, guaranteeing * my liberty, 

Teiiiatned in Mr; Bnrrowes* hatids, which proved an effectual bar 

to such an act of perfidy. The Engtisib Govemnient wais now 

warmly soltmted to dathat which had been ^o long vainly sought ^t 

the hands of the Irish Executive. The danger of permitting such 

a desperate Rebel aa they represented me to be, to remain in any 

part of bis Majesty's European dominions was strongly depicted, 

and, strange to say, this .monstrous representation was supported 

by the most powerful interest. 

How mean and contemptible does elevated falsehood appciur 
when put properly to the test ! Can it be supposed for a moment, 
that any Government could be so weak or so ignorant of tlie real 
state of a nation over whisb it presided, a6 to credit such represen- 
tations as were then made, or could it be possible that the fears of 
those loyal hero^, who were continually annoying that Oovern- 
ment with such groundk^ss reports, could have been so easily r&* 
cited ? However, it was their pretended alarm that made me 
imagine I was of any consequence. Hitherto 1 conceived that a 
roan without rank, talent, much property, or high connexions, 
could never b^ esteemed so dangerous to the state, as to make it 
necessary for the Govermnent to resort to iinpret:o<)ented acts of 
ioppi'cs^ion to banish him ff om hi« mUivc couuliy. llic faction in 
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We&fbrd well knew that I was completely incaplicitatetl from in. 
juriDg tbe GoVcHmment, btit their conduct wsus all aleng marked 
Vy wicked hypocrisy ii^d deep disnoiAlartion. They werecon- 
viticed that my prvseaee in IreiiiiHl eovld be attended with no 4aiA- 
gev to the public peace ; bat | w#s supposed 1e kftvfr idiomid^, 
aocl they pretended to dreod that th^t i^kme^i wtiale^dt it Was» 
would be exerted towtittaiid not to divide my e<iufitiynito. ib 
Ibis, theyy saw danger^ and when it i$ weH kaytm that 16 ^vide th(e 
people of Ireland into fiiction&hasev^ beeit the fMKky of fengkmd, 
it is. not so much to be wondered at that a ready e^r was lent ta 
lft& representations of the Wei^ford otangistd ^gaitist qie at the 
iitber side <>f the watei*^ 

The Doke of I^rtlaiid, th^. Seeretary fer the Home Depart* 
■ient» had been indnced to write to the Irish Govcirnniipnt^de&iring 
Ibart »y case should be re-considered, and if pfisiiible^ tliat the 
wisbeaolhi&Majesty's loyal subjects inWex^rd might 1m{ fom-» 
plied with* My situation once more^ it wiU be perceived, w^s; 
apfiftiea.llyr becoming perilous, for on thp preeervaftton of the do^ 
ciuaeiit»giT^ tome^ through Geiferal Grose, by the Irish Gq^ 
vewment^ at the time of my enlargement, vmoiy d^n4ed my 
safety.. 

The Irish l^retary wrote to Sf i*. Budfowels to know if he fiad 
any documents ccmneeted with my c^se, as the terms of my libera^ 
tio» were negte^ed to be rect^fdcd, of wotdd to that effect. Mr. 
Boirrowes informed him that he had' in hiar hands such do'ctimealS» 
as nnst ensure my safety, and that if any attempt was made to 
violate the terms of the engagement, the transaction should r<^ 
cetve all that publicity which the infraction of a' solemn couipa^Bt 
would merit in the face of Europe. Thus the n^ter end^, and 
ior the remainder of my ^ile in England, I was permitted to live 
^ quiet» Had I, however, been in the hands of a less benevolent^ 
persevering, and active guardian than Mr. Burrowes, I Would nc^t 
at that time have to congratulate myself oa the last signal defeat 
of the Wexford Ascendancy faction. I was now at liberty to iu^ 
dulge my de^re of beponing acquainted with the habits and man^ 
uersof the English people, within a narrow circle, andsoiaras 
my poor slate of health and low finances would allow,. I made cx>- 
cursious tosoffli&of tfas mtmifacturing towns of Lancashire ^pd 
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Cheshire, and attended some of the Cfiester nMetiag^^, ipvlridi ttT& 
generaliy very grand y bttt, alas ! amidst all the pleasures wbieh at 
ordinary seasons of life, or under other circumstaiiceSy wouM have 
gratified my nijincl ; bowed down by /^pressioa^ brooding over 
tbe miseries of my unfortunate natiire land, I could take little iofte* 
rest in the proceedings of a meeting of Endi^h Nobility^ when 
their, appearance served only to. remind me that Nobility was 
banished from my native sliores, where for centuries it bad been 
fostered* My best and' sweetest ho«rs of recreation i^ere alloyed 
by those paintbl comparisons which I could not fail to make be- 
tween wliat I saw here and what I had witnessed in Ireland. — 
That apparent happiness and,freedoi|i which I on,cvery side b^eld 
in the possession of Englishoi^,^ proved. clearly that the existence 
of an^ unjust and wicfced .monopoly, and the oj^ration of an nc-* 
cursed code of penal laws, had torn fron) Iri^hjnen their national 
prosperity, and replaced it by beg:gaiy, wretdiedne$s^ and op- 
pression* 

Tbe; Wexford terrori$t% * tt<m whose deadly i gripe my persoB 
was now safe, exerted themselves strenuously to effect my ruin in 
another way« Money was a necessary ingredipntt to prolong a 
man^s comforts evea in JBngJancU The hea^vy.expences I bad in- 
cuiTed by a . series of persecutions, was a, great dra>%''-back 'on 
my limited income, but now being at a considerable distance 
from my little property, and my agent in Ireland not being as ac« 
tive as was necessary, arreiirs of rents were allowed to ft0CHia«la1« 
while I was myself b^inning to feel the want ofjreceesaiy si^ 
plies. It isahMrays felt in > those couairies (as I ixjlieve it Js folt 
tfarougboHt the World) that loss of influence soon folki^ tbe loss of 
property, and on this* principle tbe Wexford gentry endeavonrod tft 
destroy mine^ to save themselves farlhin' annoyance, as they 
failed in their attacks on my life* It was my misfortune by mir 
father having, joined in socuritieft for. the.dehi^xOf oe^dy l«odlords» 
to .have this property involved, and now exposed to Iftw proceed- 
ings for the payment of those securities. Wherever any seeret ia^ 
fluence could be used with tlic holders of such securities, or: wiUi 
attorneys in whose hand^ they tvere placed to receive them, no 
effdrt was wanting to have payments enfc^rced with every sort of rk 
goar. Yet, notwithstanding the furious zeal of the party, they 
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were in generul disappointed* for I had some good friends who 
stood by me in the hour of need. 

Among the Irish gentlemen with whom I confracted an acquaint- 
ance in Liverpool, was that high and distinguished patriot, Mr. 
William Todd Jones. In the society of this esteemed friend, I 
enjoyed many hours of pleasure and improvement. The details of 
his suiferiogs for his country, which he bore with more than Ro- 
man virtue^ are too well known to require a place in this narrative, ' 
and that character which has been so often» and so warmly eulo- 
gised by £nglish and Irish talent and virtue, stands already too 
higli in the regards of his country, to derive any additional cele- 
brity from the bumble tribute of one whose profound admiration of 
his exalted patriotism, is only equalled by that fervour with which 
he shall ever cherish his memory. E^ile in the society of such a 
man was deprived of the sharpest of its afflictions. We had seve« • 
ral other good and sniffering Irishmen, of whom Mr. Robert Mey- 
ler, of Wexford, was not the least agreeable. He waB a generous 
kind-hearted man, and a true patriot; and although he was re- 
moved by the powerful influence of a vile party from the best of 
women, his wife, and a most amiable family, he bore his tempo- 
rary exile with true Irish spirit and cheerfulness. He was per- 
mitted to return home before my time of probation had expired, 
and I felt in consequence a great drawback on my comforts by 
losing his society. ' 

The English^ during our sojoura were very reserved and distant 
towards the Irish, and neither myself nc>r my associates took n)uch 
pains to cultivate an acquaintance. As the termination of my ex- 
ile approached, my desire of visiting Ireland encreased, and on the 
12th of February 1803, 1 fancied that the Sun rose with brighter 
beams than usual, for it was the morning of my deliverance. My 
heart became light, altho* having so. long drank of the bitter cup of ^ 
tyranny, and on the 15th of the same month I set out for Dublin 
by way of Holyhead. The ' weather was very boisterous, and, in 
crossing the ferries at Liverpool and Conway, I encountered much 
danger ; when after sailing from Holyhead and being at sea for 
several hours, the Captain of the Packet, with great difficuhy, 
made his way back to the Head. The storm continuing the next 
day, the Captain would not venture out, but a Mr. Hyde, a ^ 
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king*s messenger, being necessitated te risk eyery danger, got a 
wherry, and having challenged me to encounter the storm with 
him» I did so, notxVithstanding the dangerous auspices under which 
we embarked. The wherry soon got under the wind ; by good 
innnagement we had a favourable passage, and on the 19th day of 
February we arrived in Dublin* 



CHAP. XIX. 

The Author q/lfer being engaged arranging His affairs^ for six 
months in Dublin and in the Country^ is arrested in the County 
of Car low ^ and transmitted to Dublin as a state prisoner. 

Business detained me in Dublin until the month of April, and 
during my stay there, I received a commimication from the agent 
of Colonel Phayre, whom I have before mentioned, requesting I 

~ would call on tlie ColopeU I did call on him, and bis reception 
was very uncourteous* He asked mo where I -lodged ? and I at 
once gave him my address, notwithstanding which, he followed 
me at some distance through the streets, until I stopped at a 
friend's house, and he then went on to my lodgings to acertain if 
I had given him a correct address. On the following morning 

^ two gentlemen called at my lodgings, obtained admittance, and 
requested to see me. I was at breakfast, and ordered that they 
should be ushered up to^thc drawing-room, where I would wait 
on them in a few minutes. One of the ladies of the house came 
in and told me that one of the gentlemen was Alderman Alexan- 
der, chief magistrate of the police, and the other. Justice Wilson,, 
another active police magistrate, AftOT breakfast I waited on 
these gentlemen, when they introduced themselves with becoming 
delicacy. Alderman Alexander informed me that they came by 
order of the government, to know by what authority I returned to 
Ireland ? I presented him with a letter from Mr. Secretary Cooke, 
to Mr. Burrowes, setting forth the terms and. conditions 1 had 
been subjected to by the Government, and observing that I had 
fully complied with those terms. Having read the letter, the Al- 
derman begged leave, very politely, to take it to the castle, pro- 
mising to return it in an hour* I answered that I should furnish 

him with pen, ink and paper to take a ropy, which he did, and 

u 
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on retiring, these gentlemen made an apology for themselves and 
the Government, and declared that their visit was caused by the 
importunities of my own countrymen. When departing, they said, 
♦hat if they had any further occasion to call upon me, I might ex. 
pect them in an hour. I remained at hdme for two hours, and 
heard no more of the gentlemen. I could never account for this 
extraordinary inquiry, or-for that made of Mr. Burrowes soon 
after I went to England, not imagining that the Government 
could be so forgetful of tfieir own acts, »s to leate the liberty of 
the subject at the mercy of any new man in olBce, who might 
not be able, by written records, to trace the acts of bis prede- 
cessors. 

In the latter end of April I visited my sisters, and many other 
friends in the counties of Wexford and Carlow, where I had much 
to do among my tenants for one month,[at the expiration of which, 
I returned to Dublin to attend to law and other business. Al- 
though 1 well knew, that from the day the police magistrates 
visited me, my lodgings were closely watched, this did not induce 
me to change them.' In the same street, and nearly opposite to my 
lodgings, a county Wexford attorney of the ascendancy party, 
had his lodgings; those lodgings wete a complete rendezvous 
for Wexford folk of his party, and some of those gentlemen 
seemed so observant of my motions, that I might well imagine 
thc]^ visited in that quarter of Dublin principally to bestow on 
me a great portion of their attention. A close watch was, of 
Course, kept on my visitors, and as I still continued to observe per- 
fect openness and freedom from all disguise, in my intercourse 
with society, neither myself nor those gentlemen I associated with 
paid the least regard to the vigilance of those loyalists, who, either 
from their fears, or their prejudices, had lent themseves to such 
a low and despicable system of espionage. My good landlord, 
Colonel Phayre, made one among the rest of those active and vigi« 
lant gentlemen, and in the course of the ensuing month of Juno, 
the gallant Coloners agent met me, and after some convBrsation, 
he requested me to meet that gentleman at his house, to treat for 
the renewal of two farms, out of four, which I held from him, and 
the leases of which wore then nearly expired. iMr. John Blenner- 
hassett, of Kildare-street, who was the agent, and to whose house 
I went at the appointed time^ advised me in a kind and friendly 
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tnanner, to pass over any hasty sallies of the Colonel's, and to meet 
him in a milder and more conciliatkig way than i usually did before; 
that I should consider my private interest, and endeavour to place 
my property on a better and more permanent footing. I gave this 
gentleii^an full credit for good intentions, but I could not think of 
submitting to personal iesult to secure any property. Soon after 
this conversation the Coloi^I arrived, and on seeing him approach 
the door, Mr* Blennerhassett requested me to retire to another 
room, while he should endeavour to reaspn his friend and brother- 
in-law into good temper, beCbrewe came in collision. He shew- 
ed himself a friend tp both parties, and after he and the Colonel 
had spo^ copver^ation, I was sent for, and Mr. Blennerhassett 
asked me if t wished tp renew the leases af those farms I held 
.from Colonel Phayre, which weie pwrly ont of lease? I replied, 
that if I got enjcouraging terms 1 covld feel no objection, if not, 
J should deeliiie it, as my profits were small and my risques so 
groat, and that | had already auSered considerable losses, from 
the wiekedaess and ingratitude of fellows that lived some time on 
one of those farms^ who volunteered to swear away my life, be- 
cause I sought to recover my rei^, and that my good landlord 
look no pains4o protect »e, alibough I conceived I had strong 
claims on ifi» regard. Enraged at ih\9 sharp reply, he said that my 
conduct drew 09 me my well merited sufferings, and that the Ca- 
tholics had been at that time binding themselves by solemn oaths, 
to miirder all the Protestante indiscriminately. That in the rebel- 
lion of 11793, some had bepn spared through policy, but now the 
murder of at least every loyal Protestant was deliberately medi- 
tated; :yQu«said he to me, H^^w it, and { tell ypu, said he, raising 
his voice to a furious pitch, and menacing tone, that if any dis- 
turbancB t^kf s place, you will be one of the first victims to the of- 
fended laws. Thes^ threats he repc^ated again and again, with 
redoubled fury, and sainl he had good reason to know this would 
be the case ; I answejred promptly and with great warmth, that 
the charge he made against the Cath(dics was utterly unfounded ; 
that I was a Catholic, and if { had reason to know they entertained 
such unchi*istiau*-like sentMnents, I would be ashamed to acknow- 
ledge myself a member of tbat bpdy. You, sir, said I, have said, 
that if any disturbance should take place, I will be one of the 
first victims^ and you know it ; I canm)t i^iippose you to be privy 
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to any plan of assassination, ahd fiow then can you so confidently 
anticipate my untimely fate ? This retort incretised his rage, im- 
lil Mr. Blonnerhassett interposed, an d said it was hotter to enter 
on the business we had met about , at the same time expressing a 
hopc^ that a good understanding might take place as to our future 
dealings. After the fiery fit bad subsided, the gallant Colonel 
said if I would promise to absindon all political pursuits, and to 
use my influence and best endeavours to keep the people quiet, in 
that quarter where I held lands from him, he woiild renew for me 
on reasonable terms ; and that if I built on one of my farms, and 
resided there, he would, on the ibre-mentioned cotididons, insure 
me the forgiveness and^ friendship of the magistrates of the county 
Wexford. To one, whose feelings of interest could alone infln, 
ence his conduct, nothing objectionable will appear in bii» last pro. 
posal, but I scorned to disseftoible as to my sentiments, aDd«aid that 
as to the magistrates of the county Wexford, I should enter into 
no compact or compromise with persons, who bad already put in 
requistioQ all the auxiliaries, which force, fraud, and oppression 
could combine, to effect my destruction. That my thanks were 
due to the heads of his Majesty's governmeiit, and to some 
good friends, who made the merits of my case truly 
known to them^ for shielding my person, and saving my life 
from the vindictive fury of the Wexford magistrates. He then 
spoke of terms I did not like, as to the farms, and we imme. 
diately parted mutually displeased. Regardless of my private in- 
terest, where my feelings should be compromised, 1 never again 
entered into a negotiation with him for the renewal of any of the 
four farms, on one of which mj family bad lived for upwards of a 
century. Indifferent to that state of espionage, in which I felt 
myself placed, I continued to attend to my affairs in Dublin, lodg. 
ing in the same place, receiving the same associates, and visiting 
them opi nly(in return until the latter end of July. On the 21st, I left 
Dublin for the county of Carlow, having rested tbe22d at the house 
of a relative, Mr. Edmond Kavanagh of Turra, near Borris, who 
was first Lieutenant of Captain Kavanagh^s yeoman cavalry. 1 rode 
on the following day to the bouse of a Mr. Quigley of Donard, 
near Ross, also a relative of mine, with whom I had business. 

On the 24th Mr. Henry Hughes^ whose name appears among 
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flic siiflerers at Kihiiaiiifoam gaol, in (bat and the following 3'car, 
cutteil at Mr. Quiglcy's, on tiis way to ihc barony of Forth, hi 
lliat county, where he Inid property. Wc prevailed on him lo 
spend that day and niglit with ns; ^i-nd on Monday, as he was 
-about to proceed oii hits jotvncy, a person from Hoss called and 
inibnned us that aH was alarni and confusion there, that an iusur* 
TCction!iad taken |>lace in Dublin the preceding Saturday night, 
the ^HM insftant. Mr. Ilng'bes, ki conscqnence'of this information, 
returned to 1i is brother-in-law, Mr. Nicholas Cray ^8 place, near 
Achy, without delay. As Mr. Huglies bad lately received a fall 
from his horse, by wbtcb oneof'his arms was severc'ly inj tired, and 
tbis was tied up in a ding, his tippc^rancc coming down tlirotiglt 
tlie cotmtry at such a moment, set busy people gossiping. Con- 
jectures arose In some minds, that be was wounded in Dublin^ 
cind had ^ed from tbe scene of action. Many persons were busy 
<*onveyittg their own surmises to Mr. Kavanagii of Dorris, and 
some were known to have been employed to watch my movements. 
Mr. Hughes and I being coimtrymen, and engaged together in the 
Wexford insmrrocttoR, gave some colour of probability^o the re- 
port of our again engaging in fresh operations. Mr. Hughes got 
safe to Athy, or near it, where, in August or September following, 
he and his hrothcr-in-law, Mr. Gray, were bothplaced under ar- 
rest, and lodged in Athy gaol; and, in some short time after, re- 
moved from thence le Kilmainham f risen, near Dublin. At (his 
time I had no homse, nor had I leisure since my return from Eng- 
land, to provide n suitable place of residence, as I had let tbe place 
i fonnerly lived at in the county Wexford, on my going there. 
Shortly after some friends persimded me to take a lodge in Graig, 
which by the help of repairs, I might convert into a temporary 
residence, until I could meet an eligible place. I yielded to their 
advice, and took a small house, where I commenced building of- 
fices, and putting the house itself In repair, merely, as I thought, 
for the temporary residence of my sisters and myself, from whom 
I had been so Uing and so painfully separated. 

Now for the first moment since May, 1798, could I consider 
our ]irospects unclouded ; but what stability is there in our most 
cheering enjoyments at this side the grave. Fortune did not count 
me ia the list of ber favourites, and if she dcig:ncd to fling one 
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hint ray of sunshine over the darkness of my dreary vray^ it was 
Iransient in its conifortSj. and short in its duration. 1 was busily 
engaged in^roving the ^ot chosen fbf a temporary retreat, when 
Mr. Kavanagh of Borris, my principal landlord^ in tlie county of 
Curlow^ came 4o 6raig» and mada {H^tifs^lar inquiried of Mr^ 
Feter Biwtchall^ Lord Glifden*s agents and their Chief Magis- 
trate or Portrieve oi that town> as to my conduct there. IJe 
concluded his. inquiries by recj^nesting M r^ Burtchall to arrest 
me on my return from the eounty Wea(.ford;^ where . busine^ had 
just then brcMight me^ but Mr» Buytchall declined this disagree* 
able office^ and immediately after Mr* Kavanagh visited Edward 
Kavanagh*s house^ whom 1 have before mentioned^ and where 
1 frequently stopped while preparing my residence in Graig»— -» 
The gentleman of the b<Hi8e being iU» had lately gone to Chelten- 
ham.^ ia hopes Off recruttkig his health* Captain Kavanagh left 
3 party of !u» yeooanry at some distance^ whil^ be rode himself 
to. the bouse, and after many inquiries from Mia. K»vanagh about 
me, he requested that she, would^ on my next visit ta her> 8»y that 
he wishA to see me at bis bouse, at Borrisi, as^sooa as possible. 
Whe» I calTed to visit the lady^ in two or three days after, she 
delivered me the message, and she bad no reason to suspect that 
Mr. Kavanagh entertained any hostile feeling towards me, nor 
did she then hear of his being accompanied by his.yeomen; nei^ 
tber could she conjecture what his abject was, in requesting me 
to go to him. 1 proceeded to Graig, being entire^ ignorant of 
Mr. Kavanagh*s inquiries about me there, nor did 1 hear a word 
fif tlie matter until 1 returned hmne, ^ter a long eonfiaem^t in 
Dublin. 

I consulted some friends on the prudence or propriety of going 
to Borris, and some whose opinions I considered worthy of atlen- 
tioo contended that I sliould go. Having submitted (v tlMjir ad- 
vice, contrary to my own judgment and inclination, I felt awk- 
wardly enough when approaching Mr. Kavanagh*s housQ, from 
whom and his ancestors, who were kind friends and good land- 
loicls, myself and my ancestors held some valuable interests in land. 
My iMuburrassnient was not a little increased when I reflected that 
tie must bo aware 1 was one of those actually in command, when 
the attack was made on his house in June 1798. When 1 arrived 
1 louud him at home, and, after the customary salutations, he ad. 
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di^ssGtl me, expressing his regret that he had an ordct from Go- 
vernment for my arrest. I replied that the matter was easily ac- 
complis^H3d as I was ready to submit to the order. He tlien ex- 
2)resscd bis great unwiHingness to put the order into executioii, and 
said, that if there were any possible means by which it could be 
avoided) it would give him great pleasure to adopt such, and con- 
cluded by asking me Why t settled at Graig rather ttian at Borris f 
I told him it happened rather by aocident than design, yet tliat I 
preferred Graig« " Well but,'* said he, " if the Government 
could be induced to take bail for your good conduct, would 3V>ii 
settle in Botris» where I would be enabled to judge bow you slood 
affected to that Government.'* If I am to be placed undor any re- 
straint, said I9 let me be sent at once to prison, for ft would be less 
painful to me to suffer imprisonment than to be at large under any 
personal restraint He then asked if I wo«ld remain a few idays 
in the town and appear to him every morning, while, in tlw meaa 
time, he endeavoured. to get the order lor my arrest rescinded, for 
which he would make imniediate application. This proposal 1 
aiso declined acceding to« He then asked me would 1 remain at 
his own house for this required time, and 1 also •decltnied accepting 
his invitation* He felt annoyed at my rejecting so many offers, as 
he seemed by his manner to teBd«r in a spirit of kindness, but 
which 1 looked on with suspicion, although 1 had always i>eason 
to entertain a high opinion of bis honour* He paused a few mo-' 
ments and then addressed me, asking did 1 know any thing of 
the conspiracy which was formed to bring about the late InsuiToc- 
tion, as also what was Mr* Hughes's business to his neighbourhood 
I told him I knew nothing of any conspiracy, and tiiact Mr, Hngf^cs 
was on his way to the Bareny of Forth, in the Cutiirty of Wex- 
ford, about the sale of some property, and that when he lieard of 
the Insurrection, he returned home. The last proposal Mr. Kal 
▼anagh made to me was, that 1 should pledge my honour to be 
with him on the second day after, when he would be able t« 
have an answer to his application in my favonr. 1 acceded to his 
proposal, and accordingly went to Borris on the evening of tSie 
day proposed. Not having been there in the morning, be mani. 
fested, as 1 afterwards heard, the greatest anger and dissatisCatv 
tioit at my morning absence, and said if 1 had fled he would be 
severely censured. Having heard late at night that 1 was in bed 
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at the inn, ho ordered a sergeant of his 5'oomcn innintry to watch 
close for tlw night, and to arrrst me at day liglit. The sergeant 
camo very early to my bed side and conitnunicated his ordrr.-^ 
when 1 got up quickly after a night of painful anxiety^ having 
not even undrossed myself, as i had lain down very late. 1 ac« 
companied the sergeant to Mr^ Kavanagh^ who expressed his 
anxiety for me, amHaid he feared that 1 was implicated in the^ 
late conspiracy which^ whether 1 was or not, 1 then took no further 
pains to explain. He said I must go to Carlow prison, and 1 
told him 1 was ready. He imnxediatcly sent for the fixsi Lieu- 
tenant of his yeoman infantry, Mr. T. Bishop, to whom he gave or- 
ders to a party of his men to e^ort me to Carlow. He then consigned 
nic to Mr, Biahop^s care with whom 1 retired, and when we arrived 
at his lodgings, he proposed that I should return with him to Mr. 
Kavanagh, to ask permission for him (Mr. Bishop} to take charge 
of me to Carlow. 1 replied that I should not, on any account,, ask 
a favour of Mr. Kavan«agh,. and Mr.. Bishop then giving me in 
charge to a sergeant of the yeomen^ kindly went to Mr. Kiiva- 
nagb, and asked^ as a particular favour, that he would allow him 
to tako the responsibility on himself of lodging me in Carlow 
prison, without resorting to the painful alternative of sending a 
guard of yeomen infantry to escort me. The reader is informed that 
they had no corps of yeomen cavalry at this time in Borris. Mr. 
Kavanagh made many objections to Mr^ Bisliop's proposal, as he 
said that a gentleman had just been with him who cautioned him to 
send a strong guard. By perseverance Mr. Bishop succeeded, but 
not without Mrl Kavanagh's warning him again of the weighty re- 
sponsibility he (Mr.. Bishop) took on himself. Mr. Kavanagh 
then furnished him with a pair of large pistols, peremptorily ov- 
dcring him to shoot me if any attempt was made to rescue me 
either by myself or otliers. A chaise being sent for early the fol- 
lowing day to the Royal Oak, Mr. Bishop, another gentleman, and 
I set out for Carlow, and when we had arrived there, Mr. Bishop 
still wishing to afford me every possible indulgence, stopped at the 
principal inn, where we dined, from which I was conveyed to the 
County prison, where I remained that night. I was unable to ^et 
out of bed until the following evening, and evetv then with diffi- 
culty, in consequence of a cold 1 caught by sleeping in my clothe**. 
The second morning of my confinompnt, ! was sent off to Dublin^ 
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mvdcr an escort of Drag^oons, and accompanied by the gaoler of 
CarloWy well armed in a post chaise* 



CHAP. XX. 

The Author Ut on his arrival in Dnbiin, detained for two da\fs 
in the Castk guard^room. On the third day he is exammed by the. 
Law Officers qf the Crown in the Council C/iamber^andJrom themoe 
commuted to the Tower. His rigorous treatment and consequent 
sufferings in that prison* Is visited there by his friend^ General 
Grose. Is removed to the prison at Ki^mmnhamy near Dublia^''^ 
His sufferings aggravated by his removal to the Dungeon of that 
prison. Lord Ciifden arrives in Ireland^ and applies to the 
Irish Government for the Auth^r^s release from imprisonment z 
Is refused^ and makes a kteof^d application. A mediaid consi^Itar^ 
tion is, in consequence^ held on the Prisoner's state of health by 
order of fhe Government. T^e report of the physicians induces 
the Government to liberate the Author. 

On our amval:2^ Publtn Caslte, -I was placed in the Casde 
guard»roQni9 andhnre 1 vas idbwed neither bed or bed^clbthes, 
nothing being provided for me bnt an old pallias and an old qoOt. 
With snch aooommodation I lay two nights \n my clothes, and 
fvith a ^fever ittill increasing on me. After those six nights of 
l^eat me9t$d And bodily suffering between Borris, Carlowr 
^d tho Castle ^guard-room, I w^ brought on the following 
inofnipg, I think it was the 1st of October, 1803, before the At. 
tomey^Ge^era], the late Chief Baron O'tSrady, and the Secretary 
of :Siate, Hit. Wickham. Severa^l persons, whom I supposed to 
be <$I^ks, were wHting at Qne s^le of the room. 

Before I attopipt.tp relate what passed this day, which relation^ 

from the state of body and miqd I was in, could npt at apiy time be 

well expected to be perfect, yet 1 am sure nothing material has 

^scaped my memory, Imusf beg to recal my reader's recoBec* 

tion to thefafits I have before stated, as to the complete want of 

leaerve or caution observed by me while in Dublin, while I held 

an open and undisguised intercourse with society, and the conset^ 

qu^t knowledge of the police and Government of such inter* 

w 
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course. Added to tbis, I got an iatiinaiion from a true frieiicf, 
previous to my arrest, that the Crovcrnfnent had a perfect know, 
ledge of the circle I moved in, and that suspicion attached 
to some particular parties, where 1 made one of the number.-r- 
The knowledge of all this iaduoed me to think that openness and 
candour, so far as related to the company 1 mixed with, would be 
the most prudent' course, and that denying my acc(uaintaBce with 
such persona would cmly attach further suspicicm to all* 

The Attorney- General asked me a few questions of little interest^ 
before he touched on the society I mixed with, and as I said be - 
fore, on this point, I was determined to answer him with openness 
and candour, and would u6i admit it to be criminal to keep such 
company. The only questions of serious tendency put to me, were 
first, as to the conversations I he}d in certain companies ? I hope it is 
unnecessary for me to state here, that such a question 1 considered 
should not be tolerated nor answered. The next was as to my 
meeting Mr. Emmett or Captain Russell in company I To thia 
I answered that I had not any acquaintance with either. The tlnrd 
question was one leaving the strongest impression 'on my mind, 
which was, if I had not reeeived a check from a certain merchant 
on his banker for a sum of money, which check I was said to have 
taken to a third person, and obtained goM for it, and conveyed 
that gold to Captain Russell, who- was at the time prepared to set 
but to raise the people of the North of Ireland in rebellion ? TIhs 
transaction I fully disclaimed all knowledge of. It was now pro- 
posed by the Attorney-General to have the person brought forward 
who was said to have given the gold for the check,- and Captain 
Russell, who also was said to have received it, (they being both 
prisoners in Dublin at the th»e) for the purpose of confronting 
them with me. The Secretary, Mr. Wickhara, fixed hia eyes 
steadily on me for some mimites, and then declared he considered 
it useless to bring them forward, as it was plain I would merely 
acknowledge what I thought convenient, and nothing else. 

1 was immediately after this examination ordered to the Tower, 
a most dismal and gloomy (nrison, and on the following morniof , 
when breakfest was brought to me, I asked could I get a morning 
newspaper ? Being answered in the affirmative, I gave change to 
purchase one, and the Dublin Journal, the Oovemment paper of 
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th« day, was brought 1o me. The date, I thinks was the i2ad of 
October, and the first thing that attracted my notice in the paper 
was my own name in large characters. My committal being tri^ 
umphantiy announced in the following words :— «**C/oitey, a Rthel 
Cknerai^ who signalised kmself in the atrocities -qf Vinegar Hili, 
has been arrested and ^smmitted to the Tower. ^"^ // / This para- 
graph gave me a foretaste of what 1 had to expect. The room I 
was placed in seemed to have been long unoccupied, and was con- 
sequently ^mp and irery cold. A recess which had been stopped 
up with brick was behind my bed, and as it had never been plaisfi 
tered, the wind and cold came freely in, and as there was no £re. 
place in the room, nor fire allowed to me in anj^ shape, my situa- 
tion soon became most distressing. 

My eldest sister, who was always too sensitive to my suffer- 
ings, soon repaired to Dublin, and laboured anxiously and inces- 
santly to obtain liberty to see me* but six weeks elapsed before a 
human being would be permitted to come into my dungeon, except 
|he persons attendant on the prison. The Surgeon General Stew- 
art, a venerable gentleman, bent down by years, came sometimes 
into my room, and when he did I experienced nothing from 
him but kindness. He gave me every proof that he sympa- 
tbi^ed in my sufferings, and assured me, he represented to the 
Government that I could not exist long in my present situation 
without a fire, and this assurance he reiterated in his different vi- 
sits. 1 have seen the tears flow from his venerable eyes when re- 
counting to me the representations he had made in my behalf, but 
be told me that the hostility of the Government was so great 
to me that no representations could have any weight. When 
the excellent and humane General Grose arrived in Dublin, he 
came, to seo me, ac<x)mpanied by the prison-kooper, who watched 
him closely^ The General said he hoped I was not implicated in 
the late conspiracy, yet that be understood there was a person 
whom he named to prosecute me. My answer was, that this pro- 
secutor must damn himself, as no man could truly swear I waa 
therein concerned. As the keeper opened the door the Genera! 
turned on his heel and S3|td, in a whisper, ** he will not prosecute 
you or Gray, as he says that you both at different periods saved his- 
}ifii^/' Wh^t a noble Jbcart this gcncroi^s English soldier said gen* 
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tleman ; he bad fearech his £rst iibserrations would have givea 
me uneasiness, and he took care, on departing, to remore any un« 
fiavourable impression, He is dead — peace foe to bis soul. I hop« 
be is Heaveni in company with the benevolent CaiedodiaB beroi 
Sir James Foiilis ; and if. the pi^yers of a sinner eould hdve be^ 
^usefuHo them, mine bate been frequently offered to Hettveb fel 
^their etemai happiness. 

' t shall in the proper place relate the attempt I made fo meet Sir 
James Foulis and its resalt, Mjr poof sister beairing that the good 
Cr^neral wa^d in tdwti, waited oH hiin to entreat that he might ob« 
taid permission for her to see me, wbicb permission he with difii* 
culty obtained* She came io me attended closely by the tower* 
keeper, who watched her hand' its she extended it, lest it should 
convey any written communication. She was, of course, shocked 
to see the state of misery t6 which | was reduced, and lost not 9 
moment in striving to alleviate it byprotfuring tlie necessary com* 
fort of a fire^ She had again to trouble the good General Groso, 
Vfbo never refused her or me any favour which his humanity could 
bestow. He dwelt on the opinion of the {Surgeon-General, whd 
had stated that ihy life was in imminent danger, and after mticl) 
pains and expostulation with some 6iembers of tlie Qovemment, 
this second indulgence was granted. It however took up socuq 
further time to prepare, a stove, and to haye it put up and furnlsbv 
ed with fire. 

. It wottM be quil6 impoastble for me to describe Ibe change I soonlelt 
in iaf cdnsAitution after obtainliig a fire in my room, for I had been so 
iMmmbed.with cold that I could not remain long out of bed at any limei 
in coiiseqilence I became very weak 10 my body, and depressed In xAf 
spirits,->«-Tbe sndden transition from cold to heat, although affording 
inexpressfbilfl comfort, for some time overpowered me, and btrought 
on frequent weaknesses. However, after some days, I began td 
recover my strength, aqd enjoyed my &« in a way that one not 
placed in asimilar situation} could possibly imagine. I should Irnve 
Iftated, that before I obtained this comfort, my old friend» Colonel 
Phayie^ catne to vii^ lAe^unaccompamed, f<st it appeared that l^e^ 
being one of the high Ascendancy party, was to be trusted wberd 
a brave and generous General Oificer would not. He pi^tended 
to have great feding for me, and asked some questions in a seem* 
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ingly careless way, to w*hich I gav^ very laconic replies.^ My 
sister baving written bcfotc she was pennittecl to visit me, asking 
should she apply to Colonel Pltayro lo interfere id my l)e)ia]r, i 
wi>oto to h^r through the same channel, by which I received 
her letter, (the Chi^f Secretary's office, where our letters wore 
regularly read and theo sealed- and forwarded) not to apply to 
a man who had stated, as I have before«-meDtioned, that the Ca- 
tholics were sworn to murder all the Protestants preparatory to the 
late Insurrection* On her catting for that letter, one ef the Under. 
Secretaries told her that I should write about nothing but my pri- 
vate affiiirs. After I had got up the stove and was enjoying its. 
comforts ibr a very short tkne, a Reverend Magistrate ef the 
County Wexford came to visit me, his conversation was by no 
means agreeable, although he. affected to feel the strongest sympa« 
thy for iny situation. ] called the Tower-keeper and ordered him 
out, for this was the worthy man who denounced me at Bnniscor^ 
thy before my enemieS| and it was be also who insulted me on my 
receiving a protection. I should not have mentioned the facts re « 
lating to the two latter visiters here, were it not for the remarkable 
distinction before-mentiooed, which was made betweea General 
Grose and C<rfonel Phayre, and the same distinction being also ob« 
served in the case of this Reverend gentleman. My comfin-ta 
were too great to be of long duration, for after ten days or a iort^* 
night the flue of the stove became choaked with soot, n^d it wag 
therefore taken down to clean it, when I was told I might expect it 
to be put up immediately, but I never saw it more. I was then 
briefly allowed to taste the sweets of a genial climate for a few 
days, to make the removal of it the more poignant. The ensuini^ 
>lwo or three months were as cold and severe weather as I believe 
came since ; about once a week aii old woman, who attended 
my room, used, in the absence of the Tower-keeper aiid hisdaugh. 
ter, to steal up a lew coals In a pan, atid over those coals I placed 
myself iii a bending posture, until the room became filled with 
smoak-, and I then was as anxious to be relieved from the dangit 
of Miflbcalion as I was before to be released from the pains of bo« 
numbing Cokl, Indeed it it impossible for me to depict in ade« 
qnate colours what I suffered in this dreary dungeon. I would 
often rap for half an hour to have the embers removed, while ttie 
woman on coming up stood at the room door leaving it open for some 
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fTiinutcs to let the smoak out. Sometimes 1 wcuM apply for a pipe, 
tobacco and candle, in the middle of the day, and smoak tobacco un- 
til I g;ot nearly into a state of stupefaction, still endeairouring to ex- 
cite heat in my frame, to alleviate the keenness of my suiiering by 
cold. I have often been obliged in this state to get into bed for ft 
while to recover myself from the distressing effects of inanition. 
Nothing on earth could have added so much to my pain of mind du« 
ring this time, as to have some savages brought in tinder the cha- 
racter of tradesmen, to recognize me, and, of course, if possible, to 
swear my life away. One day two fellows were brought in as car- 
penters to repair windows— another time some fellows were brought 
in by Major Sirr, the only time he visited me, under the name of 
glaziers, when I was seated reading, I never pretended to mind 
them while they walked round me and viewed me closely ; nor 
was I interrupted by a word from any of the parties, although I 
had not the slightest fear of being recognized as a partizan or aux<« 
iliary of Mr. £mmett*s. 1 nevertheless had such a horror of those 
wretches, prostituting themselves to such a vile purpose, that I 
could not bear to look at them. 1 told the Tower-keeper next day 
to bring in the infamous wretches that were about him all together, 
that one might be able to refresh the memory of another, -and then 
to put an end to the cruel tortures such repeated visits subjected me 
to. — After this observation (here was a truce to the labours of those 
spies, in striving to identify me. 

Prisoners were now coming in from all quarters, and still as 
they arrived, reports were circulated that they were giving in- 
formation, that all the leaders were well known, and that their 
trials would go on forthwith. The old woman who attended me, 
was trained to appear every morning in great alarm fur my safety. 
So far was this kind of scheming carried on,' that one of the most 
noted and active partisans of the famous Dwyer, of the Wicklow 
mountains, on surrendering himself with Dwyer and others to 
Mr. Hume, of the county Wicklow, was brought to the Tower, 
and ordered to walk about the Castle-yard for several days, with 
somo well- trained agents in infamy there, in order that 1 might 
sec him, and that another gentleman who was confined in a room 
in the second floor, should, as I supposed, also be apprised of his 
ariival. This* man, whose name was Arthur DcvcUo, and who 
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was Well known to be one of Mr. Emmetl^s confidential a^onts, 
was there made to appear to us in the character of an inlbrmer 
against the state prisoners* After keeping Develio, who pv&ved 
himself to be a firm and decided character, among a gang of un- 
principled vagabonds for several days to do purpose, they then 
sent him to Kilmainbam prison* 

1 lingered on in misery, becoming daily weaker and weaker in 
body and mind, and nothing better to cheer me in my gloomy dun- 
geon, than the noise of troops, both horse and foot, dashing into 
the lower Castle-yard with prisoner?, or removing them from one 
prison to another. In my correspondence with my sister, tlirough 
the Secretary's office, 1 dare not complain of my situation, if 1 
did, the correspondence would be stopped, so that after she left 
town, she could not well judge what my situation continued to 
be, except what she had before witnessed. Instead of any alle- 
viation of my miseries being aiforde<l, every day brought some- 
tiiing new to aggravate my sutTerings. No ordinary sufferings 
could ever have reduced my mind, which was naturally strong, to 
a state which even now it is most painful for me to reflect on« 

When it was represented by the .venerable Surgeon-General 
Stewart, that 1 could not survive these trials much longer, 1 was, 
at the close of the month of February, 1804, removed to Kil- 
mainham prison. My diet in the Tower had been very indifferent, 
and I was allowed no wine, as had been given to the state prisoners 
in 1798. I merely got a bottle of porter and one glass of whiskey 
to make punch every day. When I was brought to Kilraainhara 
ppson, I was placed in a close room with three other prisoners, in 
which there was constantly kept up a very strong coal fire. If the 
sudden transition from cold to heat, at an early period ef my im- 
prisonment in the Cafitle, had for a time its dangerous effects, 
what must the effect now be, when my body and mind were botft 
reduced to the greatest debility* It is to me most painfnl to reEoct 
on it, 

1 was removed to a cell on the ground floor, in a few weeks af- 
ter my arrival at Kilmainham, where I remained in bed for some 
time in a most melancholy situation. After long and cruel jsuffer- 
ing, in this dungeon, my eldest and youngest sisters came to 
town. Their first effort wa5 to obtain me a room, that I should 



Ii«^ released from tho damp and gloomy diingoon in which I had 
auifered so much. Mr. Bernard Coylo, who was a prisoner at tlicr 
Iuii0« told them lie woidd gladly give me room in his apartment, 
if I was permitted to £ome lo Mm ; hot ho said that4n order to e«« 
fttire meihifi accommodation, .he should incite first instance, afi'ect 
to refuse when applied to. My constant ff iend, Mr. Peter Bur«« 
rowos^ succeeded in obtgjning .an order for x^onveyii^ ipe to a 
convenient room, and by Mr. jCoyle's kind management, 1 h,ad the 
good fortune to gQt into his apartment^ w.here he paid ^mc every 
attention that was in his power to bestow ; bis kindness and the 
unrestricted visits of iny poor sisters, had soon a visible eifec^t on my 
mind, but I still eontittue<l yery weak in my conatitution. Mr. 
Kavauagh, of Borris, having about this time come to Dubliq^ my 
eldest sister watted on him to repr^ent the miseraj[>le state of my 
health, at the same timo expressing a hope that he would interfero 
with the Goverjiinent for my liberation. He promised to do so^ 
and desired that she would call on him again in two or three days« 
She did call on him, and he assured her be bad offered 5000/. bail 
for my peaceable and good conduct, if Government would coi^nt to 
grant me my liberty, and thqir answer was, that such a thing 
could not be listened to» for I was too great itn enemy to the State 
to merit any indulgence. 

About this time two Judges with some^ther persons attended, 
to investigate complaints made by the prisoners of ill treatment. 
1 was quite unable to attend this enquiry ; but in 1808, 1 joined in 
^a protest against a Parliamentary Comniission holding a private in« 
vestigation, as appears in Mr. S. John Mason*^ book on that subject. 

Lord .Clifden having come over from £og1and soon after, to his 
saat at Gowran, in4he county Kilkenny, Mr. Kavanagh^ as Lord 
Clifden informed me, applied to him for his interest in my behalf. 
His Lordship humanely acceded to the request, and wrote to Go« 
vemment in my behalf, and to his, application for my discharge, 
his Lordship received a peremptory refusal. He said, on coming 
to Graig, to such people as caressed anxiety about me, that al- 
though his first application was unsuccessful, he would make 
another, and if thiii second application failed, he should, on return- 
ing to Englaud, apply to tho English Governmont in my favour.—- 
Ou the second application being made, my sister received notice 



to cal) in a physician on a certain day, s^d \h»t the GoverQi^ent 
would e^gag^e another to hold a consultatiop on vaj pase. Doctor 
Collis attended on the part of Goyevnmenti and Doctor Adnen on 
my part. On seeing me an^ asking seyeral question!^ thpy agreed 
that my health was in a most pi-ecarious state, and that fnuch 
longer confinement must put a period to my sufferings in this WQrld, 
^ppn after thi^ an order -was. granted for my liberation* It was 
then at the very closeof Octoher or bffginQing of November, 1804, 
leaving me spine wee^s inof^ than a y^ar suffering \inder as cruel 
and unjijst a confineinent as could. ppssil|1y be ()ornQ by ^ humax^ 
being. My Lord Clifden, to wiiosja humane and kind interference 
1 owed niy liberty on this pcqasiion, ipfl^enced, no dpubt, by 
Mr. ICaYanagh^s representation, yfBs before (hat a perfect stran« 
ger to my chs^racter. I had also to acknqwl^dge t)ie kind inter-* 
ference pf Mr. Peter Burtcheli, Lord Clifdep's agent, wfiom I found 
after a good neighbour ^pd 9 sipqe^e friend. From that' time up 
to the present period, 1 have experienced uniform kindness and 
attention from Lord Clifden, which those sentiments of gratitude, 
congenial to Cliristian and moral feeling, call upon me to acknqw- 
ledge.' - 



CJJrlAP. Xlvl. 

« % The Attthar €0»mlh Mt\ BHnowes reloiine to ameditaiedat* 
^ack on Aim, as a men^roftke CaihoHc Board, i^r. Burrowes^i 
letters here follow to explain this, Author^s persevering cjrcr- 
tions in the Catholic Cause^^revives the ire of his old enemies,'^ 
They threaten to impeach him le/or^ Parliament. Mr* Burm 
rowes^s letters on the subject, 

I returned in November, 1804, to Graig, and as it wa^ neces^ 
sary for me, in the commencement of my Narrative, to account 
for my long silence, the sad consequences of this last coniiiie-' 
ment, will, in itself, be a suflBcient apology, and the reader will 
consider it unnecessary for me to recapitulate what I have be£0re 
stated. 

The part which I have taken in forwarding the interests of the 
long enslaved body, of which I am an humble member^ is pretty 

X 
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well known, and if I had not the power to do much good^, f wals^ 
at least, not deficient in zeal and activity. As soon as the' Irish 
Catholics began to petition, after a long silence, which was in 
the year 1805, though still very weak and infirm, I made ev^ry 
possible exertion to rouse my Catlblfe countrymen in Wexford to 
do their duty. I encountered many obstacles in the beginning, aris^i- 
ing from the timidity and servility of parties ; but I persevered 
with the aid of the great body of the people. At (he Catholic 
Board, and at county meetings in Wexford, Carlow, and KiU 
kenny, 1 took so decided a part, as to excite the fury of my ene-« 
mies once more, for so late as 1614 the Catholic Board was threat- 
ened to be attacked in Parliament, through the leaders of some of its 
roost obnoxious members. The late Mr. £dward Hay and myself 
were particularly levelled at. We sought the advice of our constant 
and steady friend, Mr. Peter Burro\^s, and he gave a statement of 
our cases, as to our conduct in 1798, to Mr. Grattan, and advised 
us to make as many friends in the House of Commons as we could» 

I beg here to refer to Mr, Burrowes's accompanying letters on 
the subject :—: 

ttk March, 1814. 
DEAR CLONE Y, 

1 have often named you as a man distinguished for humanity in the Rebel- 
lion, and upon whose word, if you pledged it, I would hazaid my life* 1 also 
said I considered your conviction by a mere majority of One, during the infli^ 
ence of prejudice, as most unfounded, 1 shall always say the same ; but you 
jnuch ovenate my power of serving you, if you conceive 1 could procure^ a 
party in the House of Commons to talce up your defence. 1 will not only do 
you justice, but every act which can be reasonably expected from me, when- 
ever you require it. Jhe incurable evil of your case is, that no man can deny 
thatyouwereactively concerned in the Rebellion of 1798, and that single 
fact will have great weight. 

Truly your's, 

PETER BURROWES. 
To THOMAS CLONEV; Esq. 
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^h March, 1814. 

V^AR CLONE 7, 

1 received your letter. 1 shall most readily confer with Hay upon the sub- 
ject of it, and if Ian satisfied that any man of my acquaintance shall have 
declared an intention to use either of your names fanpropetly in Parliament, 
1 shaU endeavour to prevent it ; but if it cannot be so prevented, I do not 
know of any other mode of prevention. It will depend upon what shall be 
said, whether he or you should take any measure upon It, 

Youf's trirty, 

PETER BURRO WES. 

To THOMAS CLONEY, Esq. 



^nthA^il, 1814. 

DEAR CLONEY, 

1 wrote a letter to Grattan at his own desire, Stating all the circumstances 
in Hay's case, to this 1 added a statement of your «ase. 1 cannot do more 
wlfh'bim. Imcyhave an opportunity of mentioning yon to others^ and I 
recommend it strongly to you, to lose no time in interesting all you con in 
yourbehaU, 

Your's truly, 

PETER BURR0WE9. 

To THOMAS CLONEY, Esq. 



^tth September, 1823. 
DEAR CLONEY, 

I delayed writing, in hopes of being able to find some papers useful to the 
object of your inquiry. I have not succeeded ; but I do not despair. At 
all events, I shali, from recollection, make sueh a statement of what came 
to my knowledge respecting your conduct in 1798, as may, in some degree, 
answer your purpose. Waving the guilt of embarking in the Rebellion at 
all, I could i»ot, with truth; say anything that would not highly redound to 
your credit* 

Your's truly, 

PETER BURROWES. 
To THOMAS CLONEV, Esq . 



Our enemies did not, however, at that period attempt to assail 
us. At the different contested elections in Wexford and Carlow, 
from 1806 to this time, I stood forward for the independent inter 
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refitSj regfftttBess of . and often (as is well known) 

to the great prejudice of my own. My property was often in dan* 
ger froni the tostifity tif iairtllords • yet iUy eduW have no liiiru. 
enceonmyodtidu«t{ «or ^dMI^the^dA^h^tid, (aswastdb^ebfe- 
iiwriy 1*^ pfractiee) nig^pai^s ttnltiaepetiAsbt fcanaiiates, whb stood 
boldly Mi <!li8int^r0Std'<)]y forward at thefr owd expense, lb serve, 
the country, in the way oif seeking from Ihem pecuniary accom* 
modation, to ward off hostile demands. I always considered that 
the people should be very tender of the purses of such men, for 
If a candidate is too lavish of his private means to obtain a seat 
In Parliament, it is not unlikely that necessity may soon drive him 
to barter his independence to obtain remuneration. 



CHAP. XXH. 

Wexford Election Politics, in which the Authitr lakes u ve- 
ry leading pan^i, Skucess qfiheJrtendsvfFfeeeUm, in the iri* 
umphant return of Ccesar Colclough and Robert 5. CareWy Ssqr^, 
as representatives to Parlinmerk, Dissolution of Parliam^t, 
Change of Ministry; New Election in 1807, Mr. John CoU 
dough and Mr. Richard Brinsley Sheridan^ OandUtaies for 
Wexford. Mr. William Jlc0ck and Mr. Abel Ram on the As^ 
cendancy side. Duel between Mr. Colclough and Mr. Alcoek. 
Lamented deaih of the former. Mr. Alcoek and Mr. Ram rc- 
iurnsd. Mr. Alcoek' s mind immediately affected by taking the 
life iif an early and constant friend-^soon dies in a melancholy 
sttOe. Ejttraordinary assemblage at Mr. Colclough's Funeral, 
Oreai so¥rd\v €v^M% 

In 18(fe, a fie# efa opened on Wexford. That county hAd 
long been enslaved by the Loftus's, the Rams, and the celefepft«ed 
George Ogle. So county !n the south of Ireland, was, ! do believe, 
more bent dov^h nftilfer the yoke of the all monopolizing Ascendan- 
cy for a series of years. John Colclougrh, the younger brother 6f 
Ctesar Colclough, the herrlotheTiVitem estates, and the descend- 
ant of Colonel C«sar Coldougb, of Buffrty.h^«, who had for 
many years, long before this time, represented the County Wex. 
ford in Parliatoent, and his grandson, Siir Vesey CokJoi^b, and 
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Hie father of John Colcluagb, had also thai honor for several yestrs^ 
itow came forward to ckiiin that honour for Iris brother, in con. 
jtmctfon with the late Mr. liohert S. Care#. John Coiclough was 
a trae friend to liberty, a friend to charity, an excellent landlord,, 
a good prttateMend) and a qmd man inevery sense of the word«( 
His ancestoirs were looked up to at all times as the fHends of liber, 
alfty and peace, and the p<Bo|)le were delighted to see him come- 
forward in coBJancticJli fvith ax^oHeague, Who was also Well worthy 
frt every sense t>f the w(^ bf the ^ppori of the people. Orange 
oppression so long han^i^ ovef the*com»ty like a might mare, was^ 
soon diecked bj those worthy m^, supported by « boldand warmer 
heiAf ted people. MeBsHrs. Coldough and Garew, tiiqpportctd by the 
Catliolics and lib^^l Protestants, were opposed this year by Lord, 
Loft us and MK Abel Bam, powerful antagoniats it must be admit* 
ted, being supported by the Astendancy party both in Church 
and State, with a zeal bordering onfnry;. The contest was violent^ 
and continued a good many ddyi, but ended in the triumphant rew 
turn of the patriotic candidates. There wasmuch acrimony evinc«« 
ed on both sides duribg this contest. The election squibs were 
generally very pers6na1 and insulting ; one Which was sent about 
by our party was shewn 16 me before it was printed, a^ I used 
my humble endeavours to have it suppressed, it conveyed a severe 
censure on the Loftus family. In Which it was stated that they 
were a family in whom political corruption was hereditary. Lord 
Loftus on seeing this placard, sent to Bf r. Cblclongh to demand an 
eicplanation, aiid Mr. Colclough by the advice ef his firiends,'de* 
claredlie meaht nothing persona! to Ms Lordship^ and here the 
matter ended. Such was the version t heard of (be arrangement 
at the time, and from the source most likely to know the facts. 
Indeed the thing was handed about in Writing publicly. It 
was afterwards alledged that this concession, however qualified, 
laid, in Some degree, the ground work for the du^ which followed 
the ensuing year, and terminated in the lamented fall of Mr. Col- 
clough. The concebsfon it is said encouraged the opposite party 
to triumph unbecomingly, which made Mr. Colclough feel there 
was something like an imputation cast upon his courage, ^so that 
when he was attacked on the last occasion, he or his friend^s would 
listen to no equivocal compromise. 
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A change of Administration took place in 1807, and a dissolu* 
ti«>a of Parliament, with a new election, soon followed. The lata 
Mr. Carcw, to the great disappointment of the Wexford indepen. 
dents, declined standing the contest with Mr,. Colclough, now 
acling in his crwn name ; Mr. Carew^s health was bad, and be 
was of course badly calculated to bear the fatigues and annoys 
ances of a second contest within about twelve moothSr Mr* Abel 
Ram and Mr. William Alcock were now the Ascendancy candi-* 
dates. Mr, Alcock had hitherto been considered a very liberal 
man, but he now placed himself under the Loftus banners^ which^ 
were never raised in the cause of freedom. The manly^ the in-* 
trepfd John Colclough being unable to find an independent col<« 
league in Wexford or at this sidetheof British Channel; prevailed on 
the people te put up the honest and truly patriotic Richard Brins^ 
ley Sheridan. This was indeed too muel^for the Orange Ascend-* 
ancy to tolerate, and they became really frantic* The honest for* 
fy-shilling freeholders for the first lime attempted t» burst the 
chains in which they had been hitherto held by their aristocratic 
Landlords, and some tenants of an English Lady, a Mrs. Choi- 
mondely, came over to Mr. Colclough, contrary to a letter written 
by her ordering them to vote at the other side. Mr. Alcock hearing 
of this, lost not a moment in seeking out Mr. Colclough^ to dc^ 
mand an explanation. I was at the moment in search of Mr. CoU 
clough, when it so happened, that Mr. Alcock and I came up to 
him at the same time from opposite directions. A gentleman, who 
had been with Mr. Colclough quickly retired, and I was the only 
witness to the short dialogue which took place* Mr. Alcock held 
a letter open in his hand, when he accosted Mr. Colclough very 
abruptly, and Mr. Colclough repelled his rudeness with the most 
dignified contempt, never deigning to alter his pace or look at Mr. 
Alcock. The latter said, this is a letter from Mrs* Cbolmondely, de.« 
siring her tenants to vote for me, and you have brought them in. 
" I did not bring them in," replied Mr. Colclough. *• Then your 
agents did," said Mr. Alcock, '* I can't account for my agents^" 
said Mr. Colclough. " Well," said Mr. Alcock, " I call on you to 
give up the freeholders," '* V\\ give up no man,!' said Mr. Col, 
dough, in a most indfgnant tone. "Then," said Mr. Alcovk, 
** you must meet me in half-an-hour." *' Very well,*' said Mr. 
Colclough, ** 1 will do so." Mr, Colclough repaired immcdialcly 
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to his hotise, and requested I should ^ring in all haste his frionda, 
the Rev. William Suttob and Mr. Thomas M*Cord to him, whicb 
1 did. Two or three leading members of Mr. Alcock's committee, 
.among whom was the present Lord Mount Norris, (then Loni Va- 
lentia) immediately followed, and solicited an interviieriir^lflth Mr, 
Colclough or some of his friends theninhisiioase, Mr, M'Cord, 
Mr. ColclougVs laud agent, a steady and confidential friend, 
tiras, as 1 understood, the only, or at least the principal persoa 
\vith whom they communicated. Those gentlemen proposed that 
the intended hostile meeting should be deferred until the election 
was over* They were asked if they were authorized by Mr. Al- 
cock to make this proposal, or would he .Mrithdraw hh challenge, 
they said they had no authority from Mr, Alcock, but that they 
took upon themselves to go so far u^i they did as members 4if Mr, 
Al6ock*s committee. Mr. M^Cord said, that Mr. Colclough could 
not listen to any unauthorised proposal from them, under the cir« 
cumstaoceai . Much blame has been attached to Mr. M^Cord for 
acting thus, but I cannot see how he could have acted otherwise. 

The great object of the faction was to lower Mr/ Colclough in 
public estimation, .and as the matter with Lord Loftus was talked 
of freely, it might be considered that if^ny opportunity was now 
^iven, they would be louder and fiercer in their animad versions. 

Not a moment was now lost in preparing for a hostile meeting. 
A number of^friends on both sides repaired to the scene of action 
at Ardanrisk, within about four miles of Wexford. When the 
parties came to the ground, it was remarked that Mr. Alcookwbre 
glasses, and that although he was near-sighted, yet as Mr. CoU 
clough laboured under the same disadvantage, Mr. Alcock should 
be called upon to take off his glasses. Mr. Colclough's friend, 
Mr. Henry Colclough, whose trouble and confusion as z. near re- 
lative, rendered him unfit for bis sit<iation, made an efl^rt to pre- 
vail on Mr. Alcock to take off his glasses, but he did not press 
the matter as he sliould, and as it was well known that Mr. Alcock 
was one of the first shots in the country, when furnished with 
glasses, Mr. Colclough's chance of escape was small." The com- 
batants being placed on the ground, and the word given, Mr, AI- 
cock's first shot penetrated the ever-to-be-lamented Mr. Colclough's 
heart, and he fell to rise no more. The lamentations of the assem^ 
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bled multitude were sincere and hcart-piercin^ , with the uxceptioo 
of a strong and wcll-mounted body of the Orange Ascendancy of 
the county, amongst whom were many magistrates^ who rode off 
the ground with great expedition, and unbounded exultation. The 
asaeai|iiiige of so strong a body of men first ip point of rank 
and property in the country, and yearly all inagistrates, who ne- 
ver interfered to arrest the hostile arms, shewed what an interest 
they felt in the issue of the contest. It is no wonder they should 
have felt this interest, when not restrained by any love of justice 
.or hui^anity, or any horror of the spilling of innocent blood, as 
their power in the county, which was hitherto uncontrolablc, was 
^now at slake. To strike at the root of this unjust and grossly 
abused power, as the lamented John Colclough did, deserved the 
worst of deaths in their opinion. 

The remains of the lamented patriot were carried from the ground 
and placed in a chaise, seated as if living with his friends, Mr. 
Henry Colclougb, and Mr. Thomas M^Cord, at either side of the 
body. 

There were some other carriages which accompanied theirs, and 
moved on at a slow pace towards Wexford ; 1 rode with a number 
of other ardent friends of the deceased, with the procession until 
we arrived near the town, when I went up to the carriage in 
which tny friend Mr. M' Cord was seated^ not knowing that our 
departed friend was in the same carriage, I stooped to the win- 

. dow to ask Mr. M'Cord what arrangement he purposed making 
about the funeral, or when the remains should be removed to Tin- 
tern Abbey for interment, in order that we might suggest to the 

.people the propriety of procuring as numerous an attendance at 
the funeral as possible. When Mr. Henry Colclougb saw me 
stoop at the carriage window next which he sat, he conceived that 

. 1 bowed by way of taking mff leave of my lamented friend, and 
he took the hat off the head of the deceased to return my salute. I 
cannot describe the sensation I felt at the moment. I could scarce- 
ly support myself on my saddle, and, having remained behind 
the procession with other friends, 1 was unable to approach Mr. 
M'Cord again. I rode twelve miles on the road towards Ross, and 

. from where I stopped, at a friend's house, I sent an express at night 

.\o Wexford, to Mr. M^Curd, tu ascertain what arrangement had 
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been made for the funeral. I bad an answer before day light next 
morning, and that day being Sunday^ 1 aent notices to all the cha- 
pels for many miles round the country^ that Mr. Colclough's re- 
mains would be removed on Monday morning to Tintren-abbey^ 
and entreated all who had or could procure horses, to attend th^ 
funeraU The call was responded to universally ; so generally was 
the good man beloved, that the whole Catholic population felt.as 
one man on the occasion, and in the memory of the oldest man in 
that county never was such sorrow evinced for the death of an in« 
dividual. 

The hopes of the people had been raised for the moment, only 
to be Masted by the return to Parliament of. their deadly enemies^ 
and they dreaded that for many dreary years to come, they would 
not be able to unseat them. Nothing but wailings and lamenta- 
tions could be beard where ever we moved, and Monday having 
arrived, so numerous an assemblage was collected, as cannot be 
forgotten by any one who bad witnessed it, being the greatest ever 
seen together in that county on such an occasion. There could 
not have been less than fifteen thousand horsemen in the solemn 
procession, and as it moved along footmen joined in hundreds and 
walked as far as they were able. There were besides a great 
number of carriages and otber vehicles^ and so truly afiected were 
all in the procession, that for the entire way from Wexford toTintren 
Abbey — a distance of about eighteen miles, no man could be heard 
to raise his voice higher than his breathing. A vast number re- 
mained for that night at Tintren, to see the remains of their la- 
mented friend interred on the. following day, 

Mr. John Colclough had, in conjunction with his friend, Mr. 
M^Cord and a Mr. Deane, established a bankin Ross, and it was ap- 
prehended, now that the head of the firm was gone, and the property 
of the parties not very great, asudden run would be made on the bank 
at a moment that the surviving partners were in such confusion. — 
1 suggested to one of their nearest friends, the Rev. William Sut- 
ton, that it might be a good plan to prevent a run, to have hand, 
bills printed and distributed, and to apply to the liberal landed 
proprietors, middle-men, and men in trade, of the surrounding 
country, who would not like to see the Ascendancy faction enjoy 
a further triumph by the fall of the bank, to sign a tesolation. 
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agreeing to take the notes of the firm in payment of their rents an^ 
other claims* Mr. Sutton was delighted at the suggestion, and 
having mentioned it to the parties coneernedy they expressed their 
thanks and approbatioit» 1 set to work with very little delay, pro* 
Tided a vast number of very respectable signatures to the agree* 
ment, and circulated the handbills so generally ^ that confidenee 
was preserved, and a run prevented,, which gave the gentlemen 
concerned sufficient time to make the best and most honourable ar« 
xangements in their power to satisfy their creditors. The bank 
did not however, issue any further paper,, nor continue to do more 
than to pay their ontstanding nates,^ and receive debts due to their 
iBrra. Mesan. Ram and Alcock were of course retamed witheol 
Airther opposition ta represent WeaLfiwd county* BIr. Alcock didi 
not, however^ enjoy his triumph far a day ; a mamcnt^ft reflection 
affected his generous mind, al the thought of having his con- 
stant and early frienddepi:ived of life fay hi» band^ tO'OQ^ nphoUt 
the ascendancy of a feetion, ta wbieh Ins honest he^^ hMrevcr 
warped for the moment,, did not yet warn. He absohitely lost bia 
aenses, and soon after died in this melancholy state. What a pity 
to see two such men sacrtfced to the viewaof a wicked Aseendaiu ^ 
cy faction. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Jiff. George Ponienhy^s moii<m on the Caikoiie QuesHon, in 
1808. Proposal ofgivvn§ a Veto to the Crown. Consequent em* 
citement in Ireland, Sesolntions of the Catholic Prelates on 
the subjects Wexford eleetion politics in 1812, 1620, and up tQ 
and including the year 1830« 

In the Parliamentary Session of 160S, Bfr. George Ponsonbj 
brought forward a motion on the Catholic Question, accompanied 
by the proposal of giving something In the name of a Veto 
to the Crown, on tlie appointment of the Irish Catholic Pre- 
lates. Lord Fingall and the late Mr. Edward Hay had previously 
gone over to London, to attend to the proceedings on the Calbolie 
Question. As soon as I read tlie debate on Mr* Ppneonby^s rao«. 
lion, I wrote without delay to Mu Hay, to inquire if he was in any 
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^ay coiiceiiied intlie daVi4i pMposal mtdeby Mr. Ponsonbf , that 
«8U was weU koDwa ia tllta ooaiitry/tliat a elosto iiiti«ac|r existed 
and that a constant eorraspandenoe was kept np between 
Urn -(Mc Hay) and mywK, I appveiieiided it might be supposed 
iheti. I was privy to the pnpesed bartet of Ae indepsndeace of 
the Catholic Chareh, and that hnmbie as I was^ I would anxi« 
oiidy wish to avoid such an iinpiitation^ but shonM he be of a 
different opinion, our correspondence should henceforward cease, 
iBasmnch as no eardil?«onsideraiion«onld induce me to interfere 
• in the reUgious opinions «€ others, I should never willingly allow 
that unjnst privilege witfi regard to mine, Mr. Hay lost no ^timo 
in declaring his perfect ignorance of the proposal made by Mr. 
Ponsonby, until he heard his speech, and .he further declared that 
Lord Pingall was eqaaly ignorant of it. i have Mr. Hay's letter 
to this day, and what may appear CKtraordinary, 1 have my letter 
to him» with the Dnbltn and London post marks^ which letter, I 
found with many other letters of nnne, when his papers were given 
«p after his death to the Catb<^c Association. 

Many cmijectnres were hassardedas to the authoriiy Mr. Pon^ 

^«onby had for compling his notaoli^ilh the vwy otaMxIoHs a|ipen- 

Uage of a Veto. Mr. Ponsonby was not suspeded of beii^^ the ori- 

. gioator of the matter bimatlf ; be was locked upon {and 1 Hiink 

fust^') as being too bsnotirable a man, and too sino^w a^friend to 

the Catholic body, to press upon them so unpalatable a measure as 

a Veto. Great intrigueing was carried on, it wassaid^ witbMgardIo 

the Question, by persons who ought to be the last who sbovld snb- 

ject themselves to the slightest suspicion. The most learned and 

the most venerated Catholic Prelate <^ the day, (it was 8ai4) was 

brought into a dilemma, by acting inconsiderately on private in<- 

atmctions received from Ireland. The voice of the Irish nation 

was, however, soon raised, with an unanimity and deoision that pnt 

an end to the whisperings and intrigues Hf wily and over officious 

'politicians. Attempts were no doubt subsequently made to in-« 

'troduce under a better disguised name than that of Veto, measures 

not much less dangerous to the independence of the Catholic 

' Church ; but the people could not be taken by surprise, or deluded 

into any kind of compromise on the subject. 

it so hapiiened, that at this time it came out, that so early as 



1?8 

1709, a numWof our Prelates were called together at Ufajnootfi 
College^ and. tHatb^weini' terror and delusive promises of relief 
held' oQt to the Catholic body, a few of them signed lor a Veto. 
The exposuro'of this excited a strong feeling in the minds of tlie 
great body of the Catholics, who were decidedly averse to the 
proposed arrangement ; oar Aristocracy felt differently, they took 
efexy pains to impress oq the minds of the Prelates and middle 
orders of our^lergy, that if th^y resitted the proposed arrange- 
ment, they would be instrumental in debarring the Catholic body 
from obtaining their civil rights. Plained thus between the Ari^ 
tocracy and Pemocracy of the Catholic people» the Prelates and 
Clergy had a difficult card to play ; they had for sometime tfaesip* 
pearanceof vaccillation in their coi^ncilf^ although fhe purity pf 
their motives could not be wt^U question^^. The great l^y pf 
the people, guided by their powerful leader, O'Connell, haw- 
ever, soon spoke out with a yoipe pf thymder ; and the Prelates 
mow entered into solemn rfssolutions to accede, to no compromise of 
the independence of the Church for civil advantages. How oi^r 
littie Aristocracy felt this, was proved on the memorable occasion 
of a vote pf thanks Being subsequently proposed in the Catholic 
Board to the Prelates, for their liiinness and decision of character, 
in maintaining the independence of the Catholic Church. Very 
few iotdividuals designated as Aristocrats, wlio attended that memo- 
TnSMQ meeting, n^y, even creatures who had no claim to tlie rank, but 
who wished to pass for such, but opposed a vote of thanks to those 
venerated chs^racters, but their miserable minority shewed the little 
weight they had ; I was present on that memorable occasion, and 
iroted, as I am proud to say 1 uniformly did, in accordance whh 
the sentiments of the great body of the Catholic people. 

In the year ISll, I experienced the ipost poignant a^iction {n 
the death of my beloved eldest sister ; lier constitution at Icngtli 
gave way under the weight of the manifold trials she was exposed 
to in her struggles for me. She was allowed by all good judges 
who knew her, to be a superior order of female, and h was diffi- 
cult for so,high a mind as she possessed to bear the rnany liumili^- 

- • • • , 

tions she was fated to suffer, so often seeking favours for a pcrs^« 
cuted brother at the hands of unfeeling tyrants, I felt this loss 
soverely, and shjill feel it as long as I remain at this side of the 
grave. 
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tu 1812 tbe present Mr. Catew and Sir Frederick Fkiod' wore 
returned for t)ie county Wexford, on the popular interest widiottt 
a struggle, and continued to hold toeir seats until the geoeraleloc* 
tion of lQ}i9. Now tb^ mig^hty contest i>et«vaea Messrs Caesar 
Oolcloiighy who had sometime before returned from France, and 
H. S. Carew, jun. on the one side, and Lords Stopford and 
Valentia on tbe other took place. It was my lot to have bad ttie 
fionouir of being one of aiew Catholics who were Members of the 
independent or Conmioners* Committee— and in such capacity I 
was, of course, perfectly acquainted with every thing material 
that was passing on our side. The contest lasted with unabated 
ardour for twenty.tlme days, and on coming near the dose, Mr, 
Care9v*s election being saf*^, tbe struggle continued between Lord 
Stopford and Mr. Coldough, the two next on tbe poll, who were 
running neck to neck* There were now not many outstanding 
freeholders^ all, with the exception of a very few, were concen- 
trated In the one spot. They were the tenants of the Rev. Jofati 
Richards, of Grange, in number forly-seven. This gentleman 
was out of the country, and, according to the custom of transfer- 
ing freeholders as live stock, Mr, Richards had ordered tbetn to 
give one vote to Mr, Cavew, leaving the other at the disposal of 
a man who was a bad regulator of the conscience of a Catholit 
in going to the hustings ; this was the late Henry Tottenham, of 
Ross, Mr, Coldough began at thi« time to despond; his coU 
league's electkin was secure, and it was thought that several of 
his principal supporters were not anxjous to harrass themsdves in 
a further contest for Mr. Colciough. I took it upon myself to speak 
seriously to this gentleman on the weakness of not fighting the 
battle out manfully to the last, and that 1 thought a plan could be 
adopted to bring in Mr. Ricfaards's tenants to vote for him, which 
would secure his return, I suggested that he should address the 
people in the different booths, aiid remind them how his lamented 
brother had forfeited his life in defence of their independence, and 
that he was ready to risque his own person In the same cause.— 
After a good deal of expostulation, be agreed to come out with 
me on tlie following morning, and act on my suggestions. We 
visited tbe ditferont boollis, where bespoke out boldly ; he protest- 
ed loudly against the compact proposed to enslave the fredioldorf* 
He told the people he was ready to speak for (hew, pay for than, 
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wadp if netessary^ tofi^kt/or them* Some few days before^ it 
was discovered that several of Lord Rathdown*s teoanls had come 
in without their landlord's permissioo, to vote for Mr. Colclough. 
This induced the Lords* Ck>nuQittee to urge the propriety of three 
members from theirs, and three from the Commoners* Commit, 
lee meeting, and makiog an arrangement to prevent in future anjr 
tenant coming in to vote without bis landIord*s pass. They accord- 
ingly met, and entered into this slavish compact. The present 
Lord Farnham, then Colonel Barry, was one of the three mem- 
bers of the Lords* Committee, and be was a ciever electioneerer 
and an overmatch for any of oar party. He was very conciliaU 
ing, it was said, on this occasion, and paid many flattering com* 
pliments to some of those gentlemen acting for ua, on *account of 
ibeir pliable dispositioiis in agreeing to bis terms. 

Mr. Colclougb*s Imiguage on the day before mentioned, had a 
powerful effect on the public feeling ; his words were known in 
overy extremity of tbe county on that night or the following day, 
iuid struck terror Into the hearts of his opponents ; the man coming 
in now to vote against him would find bis situation rtry hazardous. 
I liappened to go out to the country the evening of the d^^ the gen« 
tlemen met to enslave the poor forty-shilling freeholders, to spend 
the following day, being Sunday, with a friend^ and on my retiurn 
on Monday, the first friends of onr party I met were Mr. CadwaU 
lader Waddy aild Mr. Laurence Esmonde White, they told me the 
vile compact before alluded to, was fully eonduded on, on the pre- 
ceding Saturday evenitig, and that it must defeat all further hope of 
Mr. Colclottgh's success, if not laid aside. They both declared 
they had some delicacy in moving the question in committee, and 
asked would 1 undertake to make a motion in that day^s meeting 
of that body, to have a letter written to the Lords' committee, 
jBtating that the compact entered into, was done without due consi. 
deration, or the knowledge of a majority of our commiUee. I at 
once assented, and in a full meeting on that evening, Sir T 
l'!smonde in the chair, I moved, ** that it be resolved to rescind the 
act, and that we would henceforward receive every independent 
freeholder without restriction, who offered us his support, of 
which the Lords^ committee were to be acquainted by letter.** My 
motion was seconded by Mr, Waddy, and carried without a dissen* 
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tient voice. While the discussion was going on, Mr. Beauchamp 
Colclougfa went to Mr. Cadsar €o1elough*s lodgings, where he was 
in bed, sufiering under a seyere cold ; hearing what was going on, 
he started ont of bed, came to our committee room, and on find- 
ing my motion past, he said he was glad to find that there was ouo 
IHend of his, who boldly stood forward to support the indepen. 
denceof the honest forty.sfatlUng freeholders, as well as his opi- 
nioD of the freedom of election* ^ And I move,'* said he, ** the 
thanks of this committee to my friend, Mr. Cloney, fer his patri- 
otic conduct on this occasion*** The motion was carried unani« 
mously ; he then moved, ** that the vote should be entered on their 
books, that it should be recollected on a future day by my native 
eomity.** This was also carried. 

The key to gaining the support of Mr. Richards's tenants being 
in old Mr. Carew's hands, I was deputed to wait on him on the 
following day, to get a letter from him to those freeholders, to 
come into Wexford, which be gave me. I then procured a trust- 
worthy person to send with tbe letter, and desired him to acquaint 
the people that their respected parish priest, the Rev. Thomas 
Farbng and myself would meet them some distance from Wexford, 
lo accompany them into town. Those honest men came forward 
cheerfully, and by their roe^fns Mr. Colclough's return was secured, 
by a majority exactly corresponding with their number, being 
forty-seven. Thus was the most glorious victory evei%<,perhap8 
gained in Ireland by two Commoners over two Lords, with the 
powerful aid of Church, State, and Aristocracy at their backs* 
and) fearlessly assert, that this victory was owing to the circum- 
stances I have related. 

The death of George the Third brought on an election in 
1820. Mr. Colclough not being sensible, as it is supposed, of the 
mighty honour conferred on him by a brave and disinterested 
people, and sorry, it is imagined, that he had incurred such heavy 
expences in the late contest,^ set about forming a compact with one 
of his former opponents. Lord Valentia, that his Lordship should 
90W assume the liberal promise to support Catholic Emancipation, 
and that he would be put up on the independent interest. 0ificr« 
cnt meetings were held between the high contracting parties, aad 
some few others deeply interested, and it was understood all was 
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settled » wlthottl the knowledg^e or sought for approbation of the 
fredlioklers of the countj» The great men assembled to go through •» 
the sham form of an election. The farce being about to open. 
Lord Valentia, to the utter discomfiture of the other managers of 
the drama» came forward to them, and said be had received a let- 
fer from a close friend of his, high ia office, saying that Lord 
Lirerpool threatened to deprive this friend of his office^ if Lord 
ValcDtia stood for Wexford on the independent interest, and that 
his Lordship must therefore decline the honour about to be con- 
ferred by those few kind friends, who seemed to forget the people 
bad any interest or right to interfere in the concern. 

When the election was about to commence, I waited on Mr* 
Colclough and remonstrated with him, for his turning his back on 
a people who had risqued so mucli for his political elevation. He 
replied that he understood that there were many of his old sup- 
porters who had deserted his standard^ and that even some persons 
connected with him by family ties were canvassing for his oppo* 
Bents, I told him he need not fear for all this, that returned he 
would be if he' stood boldly forward. He then said, *^! regret I 
have not seen you sooner. I will see Lord Valentia, and if he 
promraes me bis support, I will stand.'* On seeing Lord Valentift 
he experienced a refuseL He then left the field open to Lord 
SCoplbrd to walk over the course, and thus was the independence 
of a g^r^'ednnty neutralised for a long period, by tbe return cf 
one hostile member, and the mighty efforts made for freedom in 
1818, became useless and unavailing. 

In the year 1830, I bad the gratification to . participate in a 
successful struggle to free Wexford once more, which was com- 
pleted by the return of Mr. Chichester and Mr. Lambert, the for- 
mer, being soon called to the peerage, Mr. Carew, the faithful re- 
presentative of that county for many years, returned to the ser- 
vice of his country, which no power on earth but his own free 
will, could have removed him from for a moment. I trust 1 may 
be excused for thus entering info the history of electioneering 
politics in Wexfcrd, it being my native county, and one in which 
I suffered so severely, and for whose independence I had long 
laboured so strenuously. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

The Author perseveres in his exertions towards obtaining Ca^ 
tholic Emancipation. Thanks vf the Catholic Board voted to 
him. His exertions in conjunction with others for a Repeal of 
the Union. His arrest and prosecution with others, in 1830,-— « 
Author'* s opinion on the Tithe i^uestion. His attendance on Sir 
J. Foulis^s funeral. 

I never relaxed in my humble labours in the Catholic cause, as 
the following official documents will prove, until our Emancipa^ 

tion was obtained :— 

Corn Exchaxgb Hotel, Dublin, 

\5th January, 1827. 
D£AR SIR, 

1q compliance with the directions of u meeting of the New Catholic Asso* 

ciation, held on last Saturday, to which 1 acted as Secretary, 1 beg leave to 

transmit to you the inclosed copy of a Resolution, proposed by Mr. O'Connell 

attdmianimotisly adopted on that occasion, and to assure you at the same time, 

liow waimly and slAcerely 1 participate in all the sentiments embraced in this 

well daaeiveci tribute to your patnotii^ conduct You have given the strongest 

proofs of this conduct upon repeated occasions, as well in collecting the Old 

Catholic Rent, as in your recent, and if possible, increased zeal to replenish 

the coffers of the New ; in every instance where your valuable services have 

been called for, they have been cheerfully and most efficiently devoted to the 

welfare and happiness of Ireland, and to advance the Mcrtd cause of civil 

and religioiiB liberty. 

Happy to have an opportunity of testifying my high respect for your public 

and privdfte virtiies, I beg you will be assured of the sentiments of esteem 

with with whieh 1 remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Your very faithful and obedient servant, 

• STEPHEN COPPlNGERt 
To THOMAS CLONEY, Esq. 

» 

At a Meeting of the New Catholic Association^ 
held on Saturday^ the 13th of January, 1827, 

WILLAM RICHARD MAHON, Esq. Chairman« 
STEPHEN COPPINGER, Esq. Secretary. 
Mr. O'Connell moved, seconded by Mr. Maurice O'Connell, 

'^ That the Secretary be requested to transmit 
the thanks of this Association to Thomas Cloney, 
Esq. for his honest and manly spirit in collectin<; 

the New Catholic Rent^ and upon all other oc- 
casions*" 
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When a due share of power or ^itonage did not, as it shoultf, 
follow ; when measures of relief to Ireland, to which her suffer- 
ings had entitled her, were pertinaciously denied, it was natural 
that the people should complain, and seek, by petitioning, a re- 
dress of their grievances ; and when but faint hopes of relief could 
be entertained from the Imperial Parliament, in which English 
and Scotch influence so manifestly preponderated, the people con- 
ceived that no measure short of a Repeal of the Legislative Union, 
could bring the necessary relief; they venfnred, in a peaceful 
and constitutional way, to agitate the question. ^Proclamation 
after proclamation was issued to suppress, their regular and peace- 
ful meetings ; but those proclamationt not being considered law, 
were not submitted to, and the consequence was, the arrest aud* 
prosecution of eight individuals, who were marked out for the 
vengeance of the Government, in (he year 1830. These persons 
were. Daniel O^Connell, the great champion of Ireland's rights,, 
Edward Dwyer, the respected Secretary for so many years to the* 
Catholic Association, Mr. John Redmond, Mr. John Lawless^* 
Mr. Richard Barrett, Mr. Thomas Steele, Mr. John Reynolds^ 
and myself ; and it is conceived, that had not the severe law 
against public meetings, commonly called the Algerine Act, ex- 
pired before the Government were able to obtain judgment, or a- 
conviction against us, we would have suffered the severest penalty 
that bad law could inflict The agitation of the question, was, no 
doubt, put dowa for the moment ; but it wa&only the mors firmly 
ri vetted in the minds of the people, and is now advancing with 
such rapid strides, that }t must soon be carried by the almost 
unanimous voice of Ireland; 

•» 

It will, perhaps, be expected that I shall deliver an opinion on 
that subject, which has long continued, and still continues-to com^ 
promise the tranquillity of Ireland. I have been many years an unw 
willing contributor to the supprt of the Irish Church Establishment, 
and at the same time, a close but passive observer of its baleful influ- 
ence on the national prosperity. When I say tibat I have been an un- 
willing contributor -to the support of the Church Establishment, 
it must not be inferred thence, I am the advocate of any law which 
might turn the Protestant Clergy loose upon society as paupers. — 
I think they ought to bp respectably supported, by the Govern-* 
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Kfient peniiog those legislative regulations which are meant to 
provide for their suhsistence. The question is not now^ whether 
the Protestant Clergy ought to have an enforced maintenance in 
Ireland, according to the letter and spirit of holy writ ; but whe- 
ther a maintenance cannot be provided, which shall be divested 
of those obnoxious attributes that belong to the established usage, 
of taking tithe fvom the tenant of the soil. It is said, a law which 
has for centuries been ingrafted on the institutions of the state, 
tnay not be $uddeniy torn from its parent stock, if by so doing, a 
large and respectable class must suffer great injury* This is true to a 
certain extent ; bat it is in the senatorial power to provide against 
such a contingency, and if that power shall neglect to apply itself 
to the redress of ^ general wrong, because a partial or particular 
injustice may flow from that redress, would they not, by the same 
process of reasoning, be justified in preserviog or 'in restoring 
the rotten boroughs. I hope that every honest man entertains the 
same opinion that I entertain on the subject* It is that Ireland 
may be relieved, bv a positive and explicit law, from those peren- 
nial exactions and their attendant broils, which are so degrading 
to a ChristiaD ministry, and' to the character of a Christian peo- 
ple,c without depriving the Protestapt clergy of those very ample 
inean^ of support which they will be entitled to, by a just appro- 
priation 0f the church lands, yrl^ich, under the existing laws, are 
.productive only to the established hierarchy. Those lands will be 
found to constitute an aggregate of one million two hundred thou-!^ 
sand acres, worth pn ^n average twenty shillings per acre. A 
;sale of the Reversionary Interest in those lands, subject tp the 
present twenty onq year^* le^seer, vvould produce such a fund for 
the permanent support of the Icish Protestant Clergy, as they ne- 
ver Hrill be able to realise from any prospective resourpe derivable 
under a Composition Lavr. Although]^ fur peace i^nd for justice 
sake, I am as anxious that the Clergy of the Established Church 
should be independent^ as 1 an^ that the Titl^e Laws should be re- 
.pealed, I rei^ognise no right in ^ny order of the clergy to enforce, 
by canon 'or by civil law, a sul>si8ten<^e from any community, bi|t 
.that to v^hich they belong; my conviction being, that every Chri»- 
.tianscct should, for conscience sake alone^ support its qwn clergy. 
The abstract right of any religious order to levy per fQrcc^ what 
Jhey may think proper to call " a subsistence,'* I posi^tiyely deny. 
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The Scriptures of the new law are both literally and construe-^ 
tively adverse to such a right. During the first ages of Chrfstlanitj, 
ivhich were certainly the purest, no such claim was ever prefi^red 
as a matter of right,, and there is no fact ia the page of history 
better attested, than that which proves, that the original conces- 
sion of such a right to the clergy, by sovereign princes, was 
made with a view to enlist churchmen in their interests, and there^ 
by insure the permanency of the regal power* Equally absurd 
and dangerous would be the measure of giving to the existing 
incumbents, a tenantcy for life in their respective parishes, as I 
really do imagine, that in some parts of Ireland, it would be nei« 
ther more nor less th&n exposing their lives to constant danger.-— 
Never was there, during the present century, a simple question 
so unnecessarily mystified by public writers and orators, as this of 
aflfecting a settlement of church property in Ireland, which would 
comprehend a satisfactory provision for the Protestant Clergy; 
and a final erasure of the name of Tithe, not only from the books 
of the law, but from the memory of the people* 

I never can cease to think with the deepest gratitude of thosa 
bigh and distinguished friends, who took so decided a part ia my 
favour, and to feel how unfortunate I was ip not meeting one^ 
(Sir Jaiiies Foulis) in particular, notwithstanding the most anx«i 
lous inquiries I made about him, until the year 1824, when I dis«. 
covered his residence, and that on the very day after he had breathed 
bis last* I was grievously disappointed in not having it in my 
power to declare to him in person those grateful recollections which 
death alone can efface from my heart* To this distinguished soU 
dier and friend to humanity I was utterly unknown ; he never saw 
me, and to his pure love of justice, and a firm conviction of the 
vnmeritted and unfeeling cruelty with which I bad been treated, 
that I was indebted for fiis interference. He could have had no 
other earthly motive in stepping between me and that destruction 
which his high name, influence, anil clear statement of facts, con<«> 
tributed yery much to avert. When I discovered his residence, he 
dwelt in a lodge in Pa^nel-place, on the Canal side, near Porto- 
bello, in the suburbs of Dublin. A garden opened to the entrance 
of this little lodge, when I rapped at the gate,* came out an old grey., 
headed man, wbo had in the wars attended bis veneics^ble miister, and 
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who, in the decline of li(e, up to this melanc&otyiiifnieiit, was cDjoyvi 
mg the ease andxomfort which his fidelity had eamed. I asked him 
if Sir James Foulis was at home, he answered that he was, but not to 
be seen, as he was iH. Will yoti, said I, have the goodness to give 
Lady Foulis my card, and say that I have many, many years, being 
making anxious inquiries how or where I could see Sir Japnesy 
to prove that I was not unmindful of .serious services rendered to 
me by him at Wexford, immediately after the Insurrection in that 
county, in 1798. The faithful domestic left me, with a look o^ 
mournful foreboding, and id a few minutes returned with Lady 
Foulis's compliments to me to request that I wQuId walk in. I 
passed through a serpentine walk, which led from the garden to a 
very humble cottage, for alas, adversity had reached the vene* 
rable hero, iihconsequence of his unbounded generosity and charity, 
and a bad speculation in land in the county Meath, where he fixed his 
residence for some years. On entering the cottage, 1 was ushered into 
a parlour, where 1 found Lady Foulis, a tall aged lady, broken down 
by years, and a reverseof fortune^ in atnost d^ectedstateof miQd ; 
I bowed to her, and she, unable to speak> made a motion to me l9 
be seated* The air of .^deep-rooted sorrow, which seemed to 
liave taken po^e^on of her countenanae, and that silence 
and scditnde which reigned around, (as not a creature 
waste be seen, but the hoary headed servant) appeared but 
ioa strongly to indicate, that she had to contend with many 
and weighty affiictions* When 1 found her secovermg her eel^ 
possession, I addressed her» and stated the object of my visit, when 
she immediately burst into a fleodof tears. ** Oh, Sir,' ' said she, ^*I 
often heard Sir James speak of yea, with strong and warm fe^ 
ing for your safety ; but you have come too late; alas, he is no 
more, he died last night." Her tears again checked her utterance^ 
but the mystery bf her evident sorrow was now solved ; and with 
those that have ever felt real grief for the generous and the good, 
to whom they owed the highest earthly obligation, I will find no 
difficulty in obtaining credit, that this was one of those moments 
in my life, when sympathy and affliction had their greatest influ* 
ence over all the powers of my s6uh At length I ventured to break 
the mournful silence that for some minutes prevailed, and begged 
earnestly that I might be permitted to discharge the last sad office, 
of attendmg the remains of my generous friend to his grave ; 
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and I furdaer requested, that her Ladyship wovM let me koxm 

the time and place appointed for his interment This she pro* 

inised me, her aged domestic should communicate on the foUowbg 

day. I then took my leare, while the remembrance of the virtues 

and mislwtunes of the brave soldier filled my mind until I arrived 

9I ngr lodgfaigs. 

» * ' ' 

Next morning the old servant waited on me with the promised 

communication, and I lost no time in calling on. several friends 

of mine, and of Ireland, whom I acquainted with the obligations 

i owed the deceased Barcmet, and also to what extent his humanity 

and' firmness had abridged the slaughter planned by Committees 

i»f Proscription, and merciless Courts Martial in Wexford.— - 

iSir Thomas Esmonde, Mr. Archibald H. Rowan, and several 

other gentlemen attended the funeral in their private carriages 

at my request, and other gentlemeD, friends of mine^ attended 

in Job coaches^ so as to form a respectable cavalcade, 

• 

' Although the funeral of the venerable hero was intended Ip be 
^private, 1 had the rodi^ieholy gratification of shewing to his re^^ 
ihains this only mark of respect and griatitude which it had eter 
-been in my power to manifest lor his humanity. Attended by my 
friends, we saw the good man placed in his last abode, at Irishl 
town, near Dublin ; and I hare never since went tatbat neighbonrl 
liood without paying a visit to his neglected resting phiee, and 
>«flfering up a fervent prayer to Heaven for his elenial repose ; and if 
iCIod grants me a little time to live, I will, with the aid of othepr 
Irishmen, who have either experienced Sir James Foulis's huma- 
jDity, or been well acquainted with his character, place oyer hi» 
grave a lasting monument of our respect and gratitude, tq prove 
.that his venerated remains do not rest in the country of the stranger^ 
but in one ever ready duly to appreciate the virtues qi U^e 
brave, the generous^ and the humane* 
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In the furegoing^ Narrative* I have not been diiTase, as I thought 
that a simple relation of incidents^ as they had occurred, would be 
the most regular way of proceeding, and, at the same time, the 
most satisfactory to my readers. 

It is my duty, however, to base on that Narrative such reflec- 
tions as naturally grow out of the subject, and above all, I hold it 
in the light of a religious obligation, to rescue the fame of those 
excellent Irishmen, who l6st their lives (as I conceive) innocently, 
from the factious obloquy with which it has been loaded by the 
enemies of their Country, 

My exculpation is not meant to extend generally to those brave 
but unfortunate patriots, who, in the law jargon of 179B, were 
stigmatised as ^* Rebel Leaders.? 1 nod deferentially to that nice 
distinction, which is to be found in the manual of civilians, as well 
as of theologians, that, '* a man should be forced to the wall, and 
his life placed in jeopardy, before he endangered the life of his 
enemy." Adhering to this doctrine, I shall not attempt to vindi* 
cate those heroic characters, who, guided by that sacred impulse, 
which has descended from sire to son for sis centuries, voluntarily 
arrayed their countrymen in a sanguinary war a'gainst the advisers 
and inhuman satellites of the British Government. It is princi- 
pally in vindication of the characters of those gentlemen, whose 
fate will be deplored in Ireland, until gratitude ceasQS to be a na- 
tional virtue, that I shall trespass on public attention in the pages 
' which follow. 

The man who exercises the functions of a local historian, should 

not have suffered wrong in his own person, from that Government, 

whose character it may be his duty to delineate ; nor should the 

2 A 
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country of his birth have been so injuriously treated by the samo 
Government, as to provoke resentments which may insensibly lead 
him to enact the partizan instead of the historian. 

I must disclaim any other merit in my Narrative, than that of 
having scrupulously adhered to truth, and if I have at all erred in 
matters of fact> those errors were dictated by persons, who would 
not themselves, wilfully iihpose on me. It will be seen by a perusal 
of the Narrative, that the Insurrection which exploded in the 
county Wexford, in 1798, Was not the result of any previous or- 
ganization, but a necessary consequence of those lawless excesses 
which h^'d been corhmitted dn the people by persons calling them- 
selves ** exclusive loyalists." That there waS no organized poli- 
tical confederacy in that county even to a limited extent, has been 
shewn Sn a report of the s^fcret coihmitt&e of the Irish House of 
Commohs^ ahd that th^ United Irish, ev'en in those Counties where 
ihey were organized, ever m'eant to take the field against iiis Ma- 
jesty's forcfes, is extremely doubtful, fo^ tfee arffest df the Deputies 
at Mr. bond's, in the month of March preceding the Insurrection, 
had disconcerted the projects of the Irish Leaders ; and I am as 
convinced as I am of any truth in science or religion^ that, were it 
not for th'e troops having been sent on free quarters^ were it not 
for the flogging aiid otherwise torturing i\ie pefo()le and firing their 
cottages, there v^iild not. have been an IilsiirrJdclion inihecoilnty 
of Wexford in the ye&r 1798. 

The sudden concentration of a large rustic force under the com- 

>>'','' ^ '■ 

mand of th^ Rev. John Murphy, was caused by the conflagration 

of that clergyman's dwelling-house and chapel, and my departure 

from^he hoiiseof my father, and from the society of a domestic 

circle, which comprised nearly all that a man could wish for, was 

rendered unavoidable by the personal danger to which I must have 

1[)een exposed, had I remained in a home, incapable of sustaining 

one hour*s siege, against the attacks of a ferocious banditti of 

yeomen, who were then committing depredations in every quarter 

of the county. 

Martial Law defines .the duties of the general or inferior officer 
.as clearly as the Statute or Common Law defines the duties of the 
Civil Magistrate ; but^ in the year 1798, Martial Law in Ireland 
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was defined to be the will of the individual general oiScer» pp- 
vate, or drummer, attached to the troqps of the linp qr y^maniy ; , 
hence there might he seen at that p^riod in eivery Pi^i't of Ireland^ 
'where military men were quartered, some vii^tim pf private malice 
inofficial caprice, writhinj; beneath the lash of a regimental drum- 
mer, or suspended from a gallows, without beiog preyio.u^ly sub« 
jected to the solemn mockery of a Court Martial, tp the. fliaboli- 
cal ingenuity of Tom the I)evil, a sergeant in the Norfh Cojrk 
Militia, and to the co-operation of his more exalted associates in 
wickedness ; with this monster in his infernal deyice^, may \>0 
traced the first outbreak of the Insurrection jn th^ County Wex- 
ford. 

Imagination was continually on the stretch, and human ingenuity 
exhausted, in the preparation of tortures for their prisoners, which 
never were surpassed for deyilisli ingenuity outside the walls of 

Pandemonium. Tacitus has written that Nero ordered the Roman 
Christians to be enveloped in garments, saturated with some bi- 
tuminous li(l^id, which were then set fire to, and the wearers died 
amidst the fiames that issued from these garments, in the most ex- 
cruciating torments. In one instance particularly, Tom the Deyil 
proved himself not inferior to the imperial monster^ in practising 
the most refined barbarity. ^ JWr, perry,, of Inch, near Gorey,, 
a respectable Protestant gentleman, having been made prisoner, 
and brought into Gorey, this military Beelzebub procured gun- 
powder, which after wetting, he kneaded into a sort of Devil's 
pomatum, and besmeared the unfortunate gentleman^s head 
profusely with the horrid compound ; he then applied a match or 
candle to Mr. Perry's occiput, which ignited the combustible mat- 
ter, burned his hair from its very roots, and rabed an ulcerous 
blister from his forehead to the nape of his neck. Several other 
persons became the victims of the same system of torture, and. 
under the eyes, and with the perfect knowledge of certain Magis- 
trates ; and what will be said of a Government that instead of 
discarding those wretches with ignominy, wh(9n their cruelties were 
fully known, chprished, compHniented and rewarded them, and 
they were aUovv.ed to continue to disgace the commission to the 
end of their lives. 
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When Mr. Perry's military tormentors afterwards fled like san- 
guinary cowards as they were, before the Inalurgents, and left 
him at'^Iiberty to decide on his fature course — he joined the ranks 
of his coimtrymen, and if be had not done so he would have been 
a recreant slavey more base in his nature than the African who 
shrinks under the whip of the Negro driver. The fate of this un- 
fortunate gentleman} which is particularly set forth in the Narra- 
tive, was, perhaps of a character as undeserved as any that has 
ever been consigned to the page of Irish history. Tprii from the 
bosom of his family on a bane suspicion of guilt, and committed 
to the keeping of dejoons in human shape, who subjected him to 
tortures which were equally flagitious and degrading, without 
allowing him the chance of escape by any form of trial, he owed 
no allegiance to the |rish Gov^mnient ^t the time t)iat he joined 
the Insurgents, because punishment by torture had been expung- 
ed from the criminal codes of these kingdoms many centuries 
back. It vvas therefore an oi^trage of the ippst horrit>le descrip- 
tion to put this Protectant gentleman to des^th, for b^ing found in 
a situation to which he had been absolutely driven by the under- 
lings of that very gpvernment. 

To such outrages as those perpetrated on Mr. Terry- and hi^ 
humble neighbours the almost instantaneous assemblage, and in- 
Tincible desperation of the Wexford Insurgents in this quarter of 
the country might be attributed. Within eight days after the po- 
pular force had been collected in different parts^of the county, iix 
pitched-batdes were fought between that force and the military 
and yeomanry, in every one of which the latter were worsted,— ;7 
losing in the difierent engagements more than one thousand men in 
killed, and near as many in woutided and prisoners. The loss of 
the Insurgents w'as not accurately kept or stated, but I do really 
believp that it was not near so ^eat as that sustained by the regular 
and yeomanry force. 

The treatment which Mr. Cornelius Grogap imd Mr. Beau- 
champ Bagenal Harvey experienced was almost equally eruel, and 
their condemni^tiop equally unjust. 1/lu Grogan was a Protest- 
ant gentleman of very large fortune — ^his estates producing af 
least ten thousand pounds a year. He was advanced in life, per- 
haps over seventy years of age, and infirm. Early in life he was 
a frienji of Civil and Religious Liberty, and one of those appoint- 
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«d by a public mneling, held in Wexford, in March 1795, to pTo- 
ceed to London with a Petition to his Majesty, praying him to 
continue Earl Filzwiiiiam in the administration of the Irish Go- 
vernment ; he was therefore, as a friend to equal laws, u lover ^ 
justice and an enemy to local oppression, personally obnoxious to 
the vile retainers of the Irish oligarchy, who then let loose *Uhe whirl* 
wind and rode upon the storm of civil desolation in the county of 
Wexford." It was not until the occupation of the county town 
by the Insurgents, that this venerable gentleman was called t(» 
join, and his constrained adhesion was obtained in the following 
manners — The farmers and their families inhabiting the baronies 
of Forth and Bargy, had been most cruelly outraged by the King's 
troops in their retreat from Wexford to Duncannon Fort, although 
those people were, at the time, remaining quietly in their houses ; 
and, with the exception of a few individuals, had taken no part 
whatever in the Insurrection. The atrocities of the military had, 
however, so enraged this simple race, that they immediately con-- 
gregated in immense numbers, armed themselves with such wea- 
pons as they could hastily procure, and were proceeding to bead* 
quarters at Wexford for instructions. On their road to AVexford 
they halted near Johnstown, where Mr. Grogan lived, and sent a 
detachment to his house to require that he should join the people, 
and if he refused to comply with this request voluntarily, the lea* 
der of the detachment was instructed to enforce his attendance. — 
FJad this venerable man refused, on that day, to accompany those 
messengers sent to bring him forth by entreaty or compulsion, his 
instantaneous execution would prabably have followed his refusaL 
He was^ therefore, constrsuned, that he might save his life, (al- 
though extremely ill in a fit of the gout,) to order his horse from 
the stable, which he mounted ; and having joined the assemble4 
multitude, then waiting for him in the vicinity of his demesne, he 
accompanied them to Wexford. While he remained there he was 
totally incapacitated, by his age and infirmities, from assuming or 
acting in any military character, and when a fit opportunity offer* 
ed, by the departure of the Insurgents from the town, he repaired 
to his family mansion at Johnstown. 

So unconscious was this venerable and excellent man of having 
been guilty of a crime, that he remained at home until he was ar- 
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ststed by a party sent from Wexford, which conveyjed him into 
tbat town, and committed him to prison. 

On the 26th of June he was brought to trial, before that execra- 
Jthi tribunal which then existed in Wexford — convicted of being 
an Insurgent Leader, and sentenced to suffer death. It was prov- 
ed on his trial, by unimpeachable witnesses, that he was com- 
pelled at the peril of his life^ to join the Insurgents, and the only 
shadow of proof adduced to criminate him was, in the testimony 
•£ a man who swore that he had supplied provisions to the com- 
■ussariat. On the day after bis conviction the sentenee of tb^ 
Court-martial was carried into execution by hanging him on the 
Bridge of Wexford. As soon as life was extinet be was taken 
^wn from the temporary gallows on which be bad suffered death, bis 
ftiead cut off, bis body stripped naked, and after being treated 
wkth most scandalous indignities by a rabble> composed of yeo- 
Bsen and soldiers, it was flung into the river» When he was pro* 
ceeding 4ir rather hobbling from the gaol to the place of execu- 
tMOy as be was hardly able to wa^k with bis gouty feet, he and 
Sir. Harvey cordially shook hands. The latter who appeared ta 
le q,uite unmanned, more on account of Mr. Grc^an's fate than of 
ftis own, said to him, ** my dear Grogan, you indeed suffer death 
innocently." The fact which I shall now state is so incredible^ 
that were it not capable of proof, from minutes taken in the Irisfe 
House of Commons, when the Act of Attainder was passed against 
Mr. Grogan and Mr> Harvey, and their properties confiscated by 
tbat parrLcidal gang which then legislated for Ireland, it would 
scarcely be received as truth in a community of savages. The mem-r 
bevsof the Court-martial which tried those two lamented gentlemen, 
]^und as they must have conscientiously been by tbeir honour to dist 
charge their duties conformable to Martial law, regardless of th^ 
high characters and unblemished reputation of their prisoners, 
amd of their exalted rank, and setting at nought the awful consi- 
derations of temporal infamy and eternal reprobation, took special 
tm'€ to avoid beivg sworn^ as they should have been, " to admi. 
ttister. justice according to the evidence," and thus without even 
complying wiih the necessary judicial forms, did they consign to 
ifeath and attaint two gentlemen in whose veins ran the best blood 
ttt: our country. 
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Mr. Bag^nal Hatrvey, as well as Mr. Grogan, was deputed hf 
his countrymen to wait upon his Sovereign, and beseech his lloy« 
al interposition id behalf of as truly loyal a people as ever lookei 
up to the sceptre of a British King. He was one of those that pe- 
titioned without effect, for the continuance ofthe Fitzwilliamad- 
ministration in Ireland, and, therefore, as obnoxious to the un« 
clean vassals of Toryism in the County of Wexford as Mr^ 
Grogan. On the 28rd of May, 1798, a notice was pab« 
lished in Wexford signed by twenty-three Magistrates, ^one 
of which was the lamented Mr. Grogan,) requiring the peo^ 
pie <* to appear before one or more of them, to take the 
Oath of Allegiance, and surrender their arms or other offen- 
sive weapons, within fourteen da^s from the date of this instriu 
ment. '* In compliance with the tenor of this notice, Mr. Bage- 
nal Harvey repaired to the houses of all his teyantry, as well SM 
those of the neiglib6uring farmers and labourers, whose love and 
venet^tion for him was almost boundless, and prevailed on Cbea 
to collect the arms of every description then in their possessuxn^ 
which being placed on a car were conveyed by himself and liis te- 
nants to Wexford, and delivered to the proper authotitaes« Ue 
did not return to his own place of residence that night, but chose 
to remain in Wexford, when, at a late hour, and after he haA 
retired to rest, his lodgings was visited by Captain Boyd who ar- 
rested him and lodged hihi in the common gaoL Such was the 
inextinguishable rancour of the vicious Ascendancy faction at that 
period, that almost every Irish gentleman who was beloved iijr 
the poor, and had sufficient influence to detach them from the so- 
ciety of the disaffected, and procure a surrender of their aruM, 
fell a victim to his own loyalty and humanity, on the presumptioa, 
that, if tie were not a Rebel, he could not have had so much ia. 
fluence with the people* On ^he 29th of May, Mr. Harrey, Mr. 
John Colclough and Mr. Edward Fitzgerald, who were all in pri- 
son, did, at the particular request of the Authorities, then in Wex^ 
ford, join in a recognizance for five thousand pounds, conditloDeS 
for their appearance at the ensuing Assizes. The object of the 
Magistrates in proposing to take this security was, tliat they might 
have an excuse for sending those gentlemen as Ambassadors to 
the Insurgent Camp, to, dissuade its occupants from a further 
prosecution of hostilities. ,Mr. tiarvey was, however, afterwanb 
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iletained as a bostag^e, for the safe return of Messrs. Colcloti^b ami 
Fitzgerald, who had been liberated and took their departure for 
the Camp at Vinegar Hill, and Mr, Culclou^li returned on the 
evening oC the same day with a message of fearful import, namely, 
that all the gentlemen, then on Vinegar Hill, were determined to 
march immediately to Wexford and deliver in their own proper 
persons-, an answer to the message they had received from Messrs. 
Colclough and Fitzgerald, having detained in their camp the lat- 
ter gentleman. The consternation occasioned in Wexford, by 
Mr. Colclough^s communication, was great and universal, and, 
at a Council of War which was immediately assembled, it was 
unanimously resolved to abandon the town without delay. When 
this determination was made known, Mr. Harvey was visited in 
the prison by seven magistrates, including the lamented Mr. Gro- 
^an and two officers of rank, who requested him to write a letter 
to the Insurgents and bespeak their mercy for those, who, but a 
lew hours before^ were rioting in all the excesses of privileged 
tyranny. He accordingly addressed a letter to those Insurgents 
who were encamped on the Three-rock Mountain, of which the 
following is a copy : — 

" I have been treated in prison with all possi- 
" ble humanity, and am now at liberty. 1 have 

procured the liberty of all the prisoners here. 

If you pretend to christian charity, do not 
^* commit massacre, or burn the property of the 
^^inhabitants, and spare your prisoners' lives. 

'' B. B. HARVEY. 

« Wednesday^ 20th May^ 1798." 

In one hour after this letter had been written, the King*s troops 
and yeomanry evacuated Wexford, and it was shortly after taken 
possession of by two different Insurgent parties. One of those 
inarched in from the neighbourhood of the town where they had 
mustered in the morning. The other was the great body from the 
camp at the Three-rocks, and the great majority of all joined in 
calling on Mr. Harvey to take the chief command ; a call which 
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hd was ahMg^ td slnsWdir in the affirlAtdTe^ at the {mmeditlta 
peril of his Ilf«. Id d few days after he wad appdinttdd tv the com* 
mand, theinsu^eats reqalred a Prbehunatfoa to be ferth^Mi Issued 
i^ainst eertata Individtialls whom thejr charged wkh hbktg re*. 
markably active ib btffuiti^ hoMes and tor tnridg^ the {ieadatftry eif 
their respecthv nel^hbmtrhdcids, and the folldwiog Prbcklmatieti 
was, in congeqmnce, immedialeljr pub&hdd : 

PROCLAMATION 

OF THE PfiOPl^ OF tHM dOVHit OF WEXPOftD. ^ 

*" Whereas it stands manifestly notorious, that 
Jfttties Boyd, Hctutfey Whit*, Huntei* Gotran 
and Archibald Hamilton Jacob, late Mdigistrates 
of this Countyf have committed the most horrid 
acts of cruelty, violence and oppression against 
Our peaeesble alrid well-disposed countty tiien,NoTr 
We,' the People, asrtociated ^nd united fof/ the 
purpose of procuriftg our just rights', and being 
determined to protect the persons .and properties 
of those of all religioas persuasions, who have 
not oppressed tts, and ai'e willing to join heart 
and hflttfd m otir gterJ^as Causey as well as to 
shew our nlarked disapprofoatio'n and horror of 
the crimes of the aboye delinquents, do call 
on our countrymen to use every exertion in their 
power to apprehend the afoi*esard James Boyd, 
Hautrey White, Hunter Gowan and Archibald 
Hamilton Jacob, and to secure and convey them 
to the gaol of Wexford, to be brought before 
the tribunal of the People. 

'^ Done at Wexford, this 9th day of June, 1T98. 
" GOD SAVE THE PEOPLE !!!»' 

2 B 
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Some dajs proTious to the posting; of this Pt'oclamation, Chd 
oli|eet of the attack on the town of New Ross had failed, in conse^ 
quence of the disorders produced b j pillage and drankenness, a» 
well as the want of experience in the leaders; although General 
Johnson had been compelled to retreat into the County of Kilken^ 
lay. The day after the retreat of the Insurgent army, under the 
command of General Harvey, from Ross to the camp at Carrig- 
bum, he published a proclamation to his men in arms and to the 
people, exhorting them to abstain from every sort of outrage and 
denouncing all "plunderers, house-burners and murderers," as 
obnoxious to the penalty of death. 

The sigiial fulure of thoae plans which had been originally 
formed for theexpubion of the Military from every strong position, 
in the County, was now manifested in the rapid disorganization 
of the Insurgent armies ; and it became evident to the better sort 
of people in Wexford, that the town must be speedily re-occupied 
hj the king's troope; and in consequence of this impression, and 
an anxiety to preserve the Uvea of the prisoners, a Com-» 
• mittee, consisting of eight gentlemen, was appointed by the 
inhabitants and called '^The Council appointed to manage 
the affairs of the people of the County Wexford." Of 
this council Mr. Harvey was appointed President, and on the 14th ' 
of the month they commissioned a military officer and a respecta^ 
l^Ie gentleman to proceed with a letter from Lord Kingsborough 
to the Lord Lieutenant, stating, for his Excellency's information, 
that the loyalists then imprisoned in Wexford had been very well 
treated as prisoners of war, and that they hoped such of the 
Insurgents as might be taken by the King's troops would be equal- 
ly well treated, otherwise they apprehended that horrible reprisals 
would be made by the people*" This letter unfortunately never 
reached the Lot d Lieutenant, for there were then in Wexford so 
many persons averse to any conciliatory adjustment between the 
Government and the people, that one of the most influential of those 
persons contrived to be in £nniscorthy, before the two gentlemen 
who were charged with the dispatch for his Excellency, where he 
was so far successful in misrepresenting the object of their mission, 
that the inhabitants would neither suffer the couriers to proceed, nor 
the letter to be forwarded. While the leaders of the mob were plan* 
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fUDgandsiiperinteiidiiig tbe tMurbaritiaf which were perpetrated in 
cold bloody Mr. Harvej was earnest and incessant in his epistolary 
expostulations with them but f ono purpose, for his power to do i^ood, 
or to avert evil, was lessened in ^e same proportion thai the causa 
of the Insurgents became hopeless* After the defeat of the In- 
surgents at Vinegar-hill, a deputation was sent from Wexford to 
the head quarters of the British army, at Enniscorthy, with a 
letter from Lord Kingsborough to General Lake, offering to sur- 
render up the town on certain ctmditidns ; to this letter General 
Lake returned a written statement, requiring ifte unconditionai iub^^ 
mission of the Insurgents in the town of Wexford ; the surrender of 
their Leaders ; and the delivery of t^eir arms to the King's Ofii-. 
cers, observing that he would make no otfter terms with Rebels 
in arms against their Sovereign, and in pursuance of this decla- 
ration, he put his troops in motion on tbe morning of the ,22nd, 
and arrived in Wexford the evening of the same day. In the mean 
time the Insurgents retreated from the town in great disorder, and 
without having adopted any regular plan for their future govem- 
ment* 

Mr. Harvey, who had retired to his seat at Bargy Castle, on 
the morning that the Deputies journied to Enmscorthy, neither 
conscious of guilt nor doubting that the humane and rational 
conditions proposed by Lord Kingsborough, on behalf of the'people, 
would.be accepted, was apprized by a messenger sent to him from 
Wexford, that General Lake had refused to make any terms with 
the Insurgents or their Leaders* Soon as this very unexpected 
intelligence was conveyed to the unfortunate gentleman, he pro- 
cured a boat in which he proceeded to one of the Saltee islands, 
where his friend, Mr. John Colclough, had previously landed with 
his Lady and one child. On this Island is a subterraneous dwell- 
ing, the abode perhaps of an Anchorite of the " olden times," 
where these gentlemen vainly hoped to conceal themselves until 
they would find an opportunity of escaping to England, to wait 
the result of those conciliatory measures, which they were so weak 
as to imagine the Irish Government intended to adopt for the pa- 
cification of the country. In this retreat they were discovered, 
taken prisoners, and conveyed to Wexford, where they were com- 
mitted to the dungeons of the common gaol. On the 26th, Mr, 
Harvey was tried by the unsworn Court-martiah found guilty of 



2QS 

having: acted at a Rebel General^ oi'clered out to the bridge o 
Wexford on the following: daj" for executien, aad after bis body^ 

had been suspended l(Aig eDoqgli to extinguish the vital spark, it* 
was taken down, his bead severed fmoi tfa« body, vfaieh was hn. 
media«e)3r stripped by the brutal vwroenansa who surrounded the 
place of execution, and aflter beii^ U^ealed with tHe same gross . 
and savage indignities which they had usad ^Q that of Mt. Gro7 
gas, they hoisted it into the river. Lei my reador ^top in this, 
place and recapitulate the stiUe crimes whieb Mr. Hai\ey had been 
accused of, from the commencemeot of the InsurreptioQ, and he 
will turn with horror and indignatioQ (rooi the ^nuipecaiiaiL oC 
those atrocities^' which were then perpetrated in |re^pd by a pri? 
vileged class, with the sanpUon of th^ Irish Qpv^mpi^pt, f^(l in 
violation of every law which those sangninary hyp^crite^ th^in-7 
selves pretended to revckreucq. It is really a triKit \o tb^ Rovers of bar-. 
barous consistepcy, to b^ol^ in the iatQ of tho^e twp {rish Protest-i. 
ant gentlemcsi, a specimen pf tbp sap^e prMpl ^d yindictiva policjf 
which has, from thq very beginpl^g, chaniicteriz^d th^ ptj^^fdi^^ 
of the Anglo«Hibemian faction in this country. A brief retrospect, 
of Mr. Harvejf ^s errprs and misfprtunets i^ay not, in ibis place, be 
unacceptable^ He collected a quantity pf a^rn\s in pompliance 
with a Qiagisterial proclamation^ and conveys tben^ to Wexford, 
for which be is iiuprisoned — He joins ii\ a recognizance tpan 
enormous amount, to assure the representatives of the Irish Go« 
vernment ip Wexford, th^t he would app^^r to a))ide his trial i( 
any thing could be alledged against him at ^p ensuing Assies, 
yet he i^ still detained a prisoner. He writes a letter to the lusur. 
gents, at the request of seven magistrates and two colonels of the 
King's tropps, entreating them not to commit any outrage on the 
King?s loyal subj^ects. He is forpe^ by the people to. become one 
pf their military leaders. He publishes a Proclamation, enjoining 
the Insurgent^ to abstain froin crime, an4 threatening to 
put all such persons to death^as should be detected in the fact of 
plundering, ^ouse burning, or murderipg their fellow-men.-^ 
He is appointed President of the Wexford Pouncil, established for 
the preservation of life and property. He endeavours, at the peril 
of his life, to restrain t^e murderers in Wexford from persisting 
in their cruel excesses. He leaves Wexford and retires to his fa- 
mily munsipn sis soon as he could with safety to his person. \l2i 
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attempts to make bis escape out of the country, when be perceives 
that malice and prejuc[ice were likely to usurp the place of kiw and 
justice, and that his actions were to be scanned by military judges. 
Tills is a faithful retrospect of Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey's er- 
rors and his misfortunes during the Insurrection of 179S, and 
what unbiassed man on earfKwill say that this gentleman merited 
the fate which was reserved for him by his ^unrelenting prosecu- 
tors ? 

It woul^ he difficult to account for the spirit of vengeance which 
seemeid to dictate every proceeding of the Irish M^giiitr^'cy at that 
period, were it not known thi^t some of those wicked men, bank- 
rupts alike in morality ai)d fortu^e^ hoped to retrieve their shattered 
finances, by sharing i« the pillage of those estates and chatteU 
which weve then expect to becw9^ fh« property of every pirati- 
cal loyalist hy summary ^nfiscatioq. That the possession of large 
estates by Messrs. Grogap a^d Hanoy, ^n^tributed to their down, 
ful could he proved ; tb^ iiien^oul4 he yarned who v^re pot asbamed 
to stipulate fov the price of bkNod, by causing representations l» 
be made to the Irlsk Govemmmt of the services they bad done 
the state, and of their expected remyneration in the transfer of 
these geatlemen^a fortunes. It ia nut now essential to the cause (^ 
public justice^ that thenamea of individuals should he blazoned 
and exposed to the curses of tbe living, and the execrations 4>f 
posterity. If their cons^ienceE^ are seared, public odium will make 
Boimpressiononthem, and if not, let.thera^ by a change of con- 
duct, make some reparation, in the ev^iing of theiv lives^ tQ an op« 
pressed and oijitraged peoples 

The ^tvuQpa of John Henry ColQlougb were not less inaaspici. 
0US than {those of Messrs. Grogan aja4 Harvey i, Armed with the 
negative power iii!hich the eounty of Wexford magistrates then 
possessed^ by the suspension of eonsdtjational law, but without 
havmg a particle of information against him of a criminatory cha- 
racter, they had Mr* Cokkiugb arrested at his bouse in Bally teague 
by the Wexford Yeomen Cavalry, on the 27th May, and committed 
to the gaol of Wexford; in two days after his arrest, Mr.ColcIougfa, 
«s it has been already mentioned, was liberated from prison, and 
commissioned by the magistrates and officers commanding the 
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troops io Wexford, to proceed to Vioegar-hilU On bis return, he 
was permitted to go back to his mansion at Ballyteague, where he 
did not remain longer than was necessary to pack up some wearing 
«pparely for the purpose of returning to Wexford, that Mr, Har- 
vey might have the benefit of a temporary release from confine- 
ment, by the substitution of Mr. Colcloagh's person, conformable 
with an agreement entered into by the magistrate. As he was 
|)ro€eeding in bis carriage to Wexford, accompanied by his lady^ 
lie came in contact with the troops which were flying from that 
place, who stopped him on the road, and desired that be would 
pledge himself to prevent the Insurgents from pursuing or attack- 
ing them, or they would put him to death. Mr. Coiclough said 
he would do all in his power to save the Army from annoyance, 
and he faithfully performed his promise. In Wexford he remained 
until be was called on by Mr. Harvey to march with the Insur- 
gents to the battle of Ross. He complied with the orders of tha 
General-in-chief, but as he retired from the field of battle, early 
in the day, it is conjectured that ho was not disposed to favour the 
progress of the Insurrection, yet the knowledge of this fact, which 
would have operated so strongly in his favour before any tribunal 
composed of upright judges, had no influence with those before 
whom he was tried, who, after a short, investigation, and with 
very little ceremony, condemned him to sufler death. On the day 
after Messrs. Grogan and Harvey had been executed, Mr. Coklough 
was brought from his gloomy dungeon to the fatal bridge and hanged, 
"but in this instance the stem mandate of the Wexford Authorities 
was relaxed, and they permitted his afilicted lady to take his body* 
that she might bestow on it the rites of christian sepulture. The 
family of Mr. Coiclough is one which has sustained its character 
for public integrity, during evBiy political vicissitude that occurred 
in Ireland for near three centuries ; it has always held as exalted 
a place in public esteem as any other ancient Irish family, and its 
different generations have been remarkable for the possession of 
high honor, personal courage, and a tender regard for the poor 
Irish, making a particular display in former days of the most un- 
bounded hospitality. 



X 



The virulent Ascendancy faction of Wexford had the merit at 
tliis time of augmenting the number of the King's enemies 
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by pouring the phial of their gratuitous malevolence on tlie 
devoted head of Mr. Edward Fitzgerald, of Newpark. So con- 
vinced was that faction dfMr*;Fitzgerald's loyalty, that Mr. Turner, 
a most active magistrate, appointed the 26th of May for the 
peasantry of the drcnmjacent parishes to meet at Newpark, that 
he might administer the Oath of Allegiance to them, and receive 
a surrender of pikes or any other offensive weapons they then had 
in their possession. The people did, agreeable to their promise, 
meet Mr. Turner, and surrender a quantity of pikes, many of 
whiah had been manufactured expressly for the purpose of giving 
them up, that they might obtain protections. After Mr. Turner 
had granted the necessary certificates to those who had talken the 
Oath of Allegiance, he repaired to Newpark, his country seat, 
leaving all the arms he had received from the people, in the safe 
keeping of Mr, Fitzgerald. At a late hour on the same night, 
after the departure of Mr. Turner, a troop of Yeomen Cavalry, 
with their captain, arrived at Mr. Fitzgerald's, and after placing 
him under arrest, they rummaged every nook, comer, and cranny 
in the house in search of treasonable papers, but did not find one 
* atom of any description tending to criminate that gentleman. Not-, 
withstanding their disappointment, they forced him to proceed 
with them to Wexford, and when he arrived there they committed 
him a prisoner to the common felons' gaol. While the Wexford 
Janissaries were in Mr. Fitzgerald's house, deranging and up- 
turning every thing in search of treason, that gentleman informed 
their captain that there were pikes and other arms in the house 
which had been snrrenderedlin the course of the day to Mr. Turner, 
and he requested that they might be removed from his pre- 
mises ; he was answered by one of the intruders that they had nothing 
to do with them, and they then departed without taking any pre- 
caution whatever to keep the arms from falling into the hands of 
the peasantry, or to guard any other party of military coming 
there, who might find them, without being apprised of how they 
came there^ and would most probably consume the gentleoian's pro- 
perty as soon after occurred. 

This single factjs conclusive, as well of Mr. Fitzgerald's inno- 
cence as of the exclusive loyalists' anxiety to introduce confusion 
and bloodshed into the county, that the Tories of all ranks-might 
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reap s pleBtiliil harve^ of plunder and codfiscatiob. Usii ttiejr 
entertained doubts of his loyalty^ of did th6y Wish to place out of 
ihe people's reach those instruments of destruction Which were tfaen 
in Mr. Fitzgerald's house, they never would have left them behind 
as they could have procured ears or carle in abundance to convey 
them away. On the Wlb Afa|r^ aftor the retreat of thcf King's 
troops from Wexfiird^ Mr« Fitzgerald retired to bis komi lil New« 
patky and as soon as the people discovered that he had gono home^ 
they dispatched a messenger after him to say, that if he did not 
immediately retorni he would be pot to deaths and bis property 
destroyed, and, in consequence of thos^ thi^ts, he arrived thei 
fellovring day in Wexford. Soon after General Lake marched into 
Wexford) the entire property of Mr. Fitzgei^ld, at Newpark, was 
destroyed by a detachment of the Military^ ordered from the posi'* 
tion of General Needham at Balliakeele, for the purpose of ra- 
vaging that patt of the country -, they burned his dwelling^'hoose^ 
out-offices, two thousand barrels of malt^ a thousand barrels of 
barley, and a large haggard of diife^nt kinds of corn, the whole 
loss being estimated over seven thousand potmds. At the time 
that this outrage was perpetrated, Mr. Fitzgerald was in the town of 
Clorey, at the head of a considerable Itisurgent force, and, if he 
were disposed to act in a spirit of retaliation^ he aould have taken 
ample vengeance for the destruction of bis property, of whicb he 
bad been just th^ apprised. Many of those, who were then un^ 
tfer his command in the town, insisted that all the loyalists and 
their houses should be destroyed, inrotdrnr for fhe- wrongs their 
general had suffered ; but instead of permitting bis men to Injure 
their persons or properties, he put hiiiMelf at t^ehr head, marched 
tfiem immediately out of the town,; and i^aired to the Wicklow 
Mountains; from those Mountains, Mr. Fitzgerald and other 
leaders, led their forces against different detachments of the 
King's troops, in various country quarters, and defeated them in 
diffbrent severe conflicts ; for instance, the Ancient Britons suffered 
a severe defeat and great loss from General Fitzgerald's force ; he 
fought a severe battle at Hacketstown. By so many rencontres 
his force became much diminished, and at length fought his way 
to the encampment of General Aylmer in the county Kildare, and 
from thence to the Bojrne. Early in July, a negociation was en-» 
tered into, between Generals Fitzgerald, who retreated to Kildare^ 
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and Ajlmer, en behalf of themselves^ otherjleaders, and the peo« 
pie ; and General Dundas^ who commanded the district of Kildara 
on the part of the Govemm^nt* About the middle of the month, 
this negociation terminated in the surrender of the Iri^h Generals 
in Kildare, including Mr, Garret Byrne and other Officers, in 
different quarters, to General Dundas, on condition that the peo- 
ple should be allowed to return to their homes, and their leaders 
suffered to depart from the British Dominions. Mr. Fitzgerald 
and some of his friends having obtained permission from the Go- 
vernment to visit the Hot* wells at Bristol, for, the recovery of 
their healthy which had been much impaired by the hardships they 
had suffered ; they remained in that city until the Spring of •1799. 
In the hitter end of March, Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Garret Byme» 
a constant companion of his through a great part of their wars, 
were unexpectedly arrested, by virtue of a warrant from the Secre^ 
tary of State, when preparing for their departure from Bristol ; and, 
after beipg some time detained in custody, they were discharged, 
and embarked for Hamburgh, where they safely arrived^ and 
where Mr. Fitzgerald ended bis life and misfortunes. 

Like Mr. Perry and Mr. Bagenal Harvey, Mr. Fitzgerald was 
hunted into the toils prepared for him by those Ascendancy Vul- 
tures, who, keen upon the scent of public rapine, were restrained 
by no considerations of justice or mercy. Dragged from his domes- 
.tic retreat, like a common felon, without any chaise being preferred 
against him, bis house levelled with the earth, and his property 
consumed with fire, by the subordinate agents of that Government, 
.'which was bound to (Hrotect him, it was his sacred duty as a Bri- 
tish subject, to resist such flagitious tyranny. < 

When he had once cast his lot with that of the people, he ad- 
hered unflinchingly to their cause, proving himself equally skilful 
and courageous in the field of battle ; merciful to a vanquished 
enemy ; and indefatigable in his exertions for the preservation of 
bis Protestant countrymen, many of whose lives he saved ; and so 
keen was his penetration, and so correct the estimate he had taken 
of those persons, then at the helm of the state in Ireland, that he 
never would make any terms with them, but such as he was ulti-« 
nfitely enabled to extort with arms in his hands. 

€ 2 
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The fate of Mr. 3xjhn Hajr, a near relatiT^ of Mr. Pitzg-erald's, 
fumisfaeB atmtfaer inelMicholy talo. Mr. Hay had been a Lieute^b 
fianYin iMlfon^a regfimcfnt, (Irish Brigade,) up to the time when 
that far-ibmed legion was diabanded. He f hen refnraed to Ire- 
land, married, $md l^ntAly settled at New Castle, in the eoanty of 
WexfDVdtf la^ was (he second son of Hanrey Hay, of BaltinkeeH 
in the sdme fcon^tyy ft g^entlenian of a most respeetable family, and 
brother lo Bdwa«<d Hay, who, in after times, filled the office of 
Secretary to the CaAioUcs of Ireland. He bad also two younger 
brothers, Philip, now Lieatenant*€elo<iiel in bis Majesty's ser- 
vice, and James, a Captain in the 3d BufUs, who died in the year 
17M, in the West Indies, John Hay continued to enjoy all this 
iiappiness wfaioh domestie life can supply in the retreat he had 
selected where he hoped to pass the remainder of hie life. Capable 
<»f the finest iiselitigsand possessing talents oi a superior order, on bm 
rslntn to Ireland, be wittoeseed the^ depMsshm of his countrymeif, 
with the in^gnation natoml to « generous mind ; but from his 
long residence dbnad and «ofl«eq«ttit removal frMntheseeneof 
Irish politics) he Was toi» mneb a stnuagerte' be iuTolved la the 
secret confederacies which were organisbg preriotts to the crisis 
of 17d8. Accordingly when his neighlioursflew to aorms, he re« 
msSned lat hcftne ignorant alike of ^ir preparations and in- 
tentions. 

When the «it|rtiire of fininscorthy Artt gatte lo the instfffent aiv«> 
my the important cktaractier >of victors, it adso ton^rred upon their 
leadsra the pofwer to eonmaiid^ if mA to ttifbrce the ttmninal adhe- 
rence of those who dwelt within Jlmrireaoli. Numbers wevelb«s 
taken by surprise wben ihe stMdmoflnes of Ibe Commander were 
borne. to their peaceful homes by such formidable messengers, that 
refusal was fruitless, andimplicft obedience the oiyly a!temative. 
In this extensive conscriptien the name of John Hay appeared^ 
and when upon the 30th of May, the mandate of Mr. Perry, da- 
ted from the Camp at Vinegar Hill, requiring his immediate 
att^dance there, was deliyerodi it found him at hi» seat living 
with his wife and infant child in all the quiet seclusion of domes- 
tic life. An officer who had served in the French army was con- 
sidered too important i|n acquisition to an undisciplined force to be 
allowed the privilege of remaining neuter-^tbey were too well iai^ 



9f» 

pre«t6d widi ih» necesaity of b»fifig im«0H Ami mm wiso aerr«. 
ed IB other ea»pAi|rii8 boI lolook HfwolomM « priw worth 9^» 
eiflring, aad aecoi^diiiglj be wu addieaBod by the Iii«iu*gQ»t C^m^' 
mander, aod siimaoqed to ifao Campw 

That he had not previously been initiated as an United Irisb- 
tnan is apparent from the simple fact, that when he was proceed- 
ing to Vinegar Hill he was obliged to enquire the nature of the 
signs which he might be obliged to give in order to pass the out- 
posts of the United A rmy, Mr, Hay was accompanied by his 
faithful servant, John Carty, who, from this time up to the hour 
of his master's death, remained with him, and wouM have shared 
bis fate were it not for the intervention of oue of those ac<<ident8 
which* however trivial in their own nature^, have often been the 
ipeaps of preserving more lives than his* 

It is not i^uisite to follow Mr. Hay throi^ the vaviont Mooec 
which took place daring the time ho was amoi^t Ibe InsnrgieiiC 
array ; eBtmsted with oaGommaDd, he caoBot be oowddtred other«* 
wi«e thao as an uBwiUinf apeolator of adioap^ jb iriMck be had 
no partidpatiooy and tb« mdtBeas of otiMr deed«, wSkicb .be bad 
Qot the pawar to prereaA, TaotaHsed faj the ooe, apd to«to«d by 
the other, ba ^ave hioneif up to a gloomy Biood of iVind, wlmiy 
awaiting the criaia whiob was to dedds tbB fate or fyHvmm 9^ tba 
«auae in which be wbs Aen inrotred* 

Upon the evacuation of Wexford by the Insurgent garrison, he 
retired to his home at Newca$tte» with his servant, Carty, and 
having fouod that previous to his arrival, Mrs. Hay had fled to 
Wexford, with her child, be dispatched a woman thither, to make 
search for them, and with bis servant, agreed to remain concealed 
in a sallow grove acjjoining, until she would return. 

They had not remained many hours in the grove, when a 
detachment of the Royal army came so near that they halted and 
pitched their tentsdn the ground adjoining, and occupied the house 
and offices belonging to the fugitive. A Dragoon sergeant discover- 
ed a woman hiding in the haggard, who, in her terror, revealed the 
place of concealment where her master ]ay ; the grove was searched 
and he and his servant were made prisoners. Upon bia cat)ture, Mr. 
Hay endeavoured to destroy the letter he had received from Mr, 
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Perr J, but the frag^mentf wtt picked «p '^and preserved by the 
sergeant, who had discorered him, and he was instantly led before 
the commanding officer and brought a prisoner to his own house. 
A singular scene here presented itself to him ; he found the com. 
mander and other offieov dressing themselves from his own ward- 
robe^ and apparently engaging a change of linen from his own 
stock of shirts. The commanding officer having asked him a few 
questions, instantly ordered an escort, and sent him and his ser^ 
vant to Wexford. Upop his arrival in that town, he wa« brought 
to the Grand Jury-room, where a number of officers were sitting. 
The President charged him with being a rebel ; the fragments of 
Perry's letter were prodnced as evidence. An officer of the North 
Cork Militia, named Barry^ with Ci^ptains Hogg and M'Manus, 
of the Antrim Regiment, who were taken prisoners at the engage- 
ment of Tubberneering, deposed as to his presence upon that 
occasion, on the aide of the Insurgents. The prisoner was 
asked if he had witnesses to ptove any thing in his defence, a 
mockery, rendered more cruel, by the precipitancy of the triaig 
which rendered the produdtion of evidence in his defence quite im« 
possible. When this prelude to death was performed^ Mr. Haj 
was ordered back to the gaol, and seeing his servant led out along 
with him, he turned and said that he (Carty) had followed him a» 
his servant, and was therefore exempted from the charges to whick 
his master might be liable, but no satis&ctory reply was given bj^ 
this military tribunal 

They had not been itiany minutes in the gaol when the gaoler 
announced to Mr. Hay that a guard was waiting for him. No 
sentence had been pronounced in his hearing, therefore the first 
impression on his mind was, that they were going to flog him, and 
he made use of an exclamation to that effect, so little did he ima- 
gine that the hour of his execution was so near. His faithful ser- 
' vant proceeded to accompany him but was told by the gaoler t«t 

remain where he was, and thus his life was preserved. 

* 

Placed upon his horse by his merciless guards, he was then 
conducted to the bridge and executed. His body was afterwards 
cut down, and having received every indignity which can be in^ 
flicted upon a lifeless corse by human monsters^ it was finally cas^ 
jnto the river. 
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A near relative of the ilUfaied gentleman sought along the water 
^ge that night for bis remains, which the tide having thrown in^ 
he discovered them, and bad them laid in sorrow and in^silence in 
Kilraalloek cborch^yard* 

Such is the detail of his short career ^nd death, comfnunicated 
by his faithful servant, John Cartv, who is still living. It fur- 
nishes one of the many afflicting tales of domestic calamity which 
occurred during those frightful times, and displays the spirit of 
indiscriminate destruction, which characterized the proceedings 
of the first military tribunals which dispensed justice in Wexford* 

There was living in Wexford, at the time the Insurgents took 
possession of it, an aged gentleman named Kew, who had 
served in the army and was then a retired officer on half pay. 
As a person supposed to be conversant in the practice of military 
men in the maintenance of discipline, he was called on to assist 
in framing regulations fbr the preservation of public order, and 
lor enforcing strict subordination at the different posts which were 
occupied in the town by the popular force« In the two-fold 
capacity of a civil magistrate and military commander he acted 
until the town surrendered to General Lake, when he was arrests 
ed, committed to prison, and brou^t to trial. He made a most 
able defence, proving, not only that he was compelled to accept 
the office he held, at the hazard of his life, but that his exertions 
had been of the utmost consequence, in preserving the lives and 
properties of the inhabitants. 

These powerful justifications of his conduct did not avail h im 
before that motley tribunal which sat in judgment on so many vir- 
tuous and innocent men in Wexford, He was sentenced to die, 
and was executed on the Bridge with the Rev. Philip Roach.— 
He was decapitated, and like the other prisoners, both their bodies 
stripped naked, treated with the roost indecent brutality, and 
thrown into the river. 

John Kelly, of Killan, the son of a respectable shop-keeper 
and farmer, at the foot of filack Stairs Mountain, as bxave an 
Irishman as ever trod the battle field, was about 25 years of age, 
and in the action at Ross, as I have before mentioned, was severely 
wounded in one of bis thighs— he was conveyed to Wexford, thai 



212 

be mi^bl have the benefit of medical assistance, where he remaia- 
cd nntil tha towB was entered bj the King's troops. GreatljF 
vedacedby the keenness of his safferings, he lay eonfiaed Id bin 
bed when the messengers of death risited his lodgings^ they forced 
him from his bed, and had him carried before the insatiable Court 
martial, where his trial was brief, and his condemnation imme- 
diate. At the place of executioD, to which he was drawn on a car, 
the rabble of mercenaries that crowded to the spot, gave lull scope 
to their inhuman propensities, by rolling his head along the street, 
vntil they brought it opposite the windows of a house, in which 
an afflicted sister of his lodged, when they raised it from the pave- 
ment, and launched it into the air with savage yells of exultation. 
jLet the English people attend to this appalling fact, that savages 
could be found to torture the feelings of a respectable, amiable, 
and weil«educated female, who had spent many weary days and 
flights,, watching the bedside of a beloved brother, whose long- 
suitings and still painful wound, she expected would command 
§» him the compassion, at least forbearance, until a recovery 
venld take place, of men, calling themselves gentlemen and 
(cbvistians ; but christian feeling and mercy were strangers to their 
savage bosoms. I ask can the enemies of the people adduce 
•oe act of atrocity on their part equalled by this } No, I defy 
SheoK If dread passion and revotige unfortunately too often 
throve them to commit acts of cruelty, both the persons and feelings 
«f femalea were always respected with the tenderest scrupulosity* 

The brave Kelly's head was afterwards placed by Captain 
Kew*s in front of the Court-house. Mr. Kelly had been equally ac- 
'live and successful during his martial progress, in preserving the 
lives and properties of his Protestant countrymen ; yet, be it 
fold, to the disgrace of human nature, that his ingrate prosecutor 
was a person whose life he had saved. The fate of Mr. Patrick 
Prendergast, a rich and highly respectable mercantile man, ex- 
cited great public sympathy in Wexford. He was a man. of res- 
pectable family and connexion. 1 he pretences for prosecuting 
him was, his having accepted a civil office under the Insurgents, 
although at the time he accepted this office it would have been 
certain deatli to him to refuse it. It is, however, well known that 
4he zeal of his prosesutors was inspired by the hope of possessing 
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a very simple property whkh be had realited with an nntamisficil 
diarftc^) but in which they were dissappoktted. He was cob« 
liemiied by the notorioiw dwrt^maytial, so distiaf mghed, ani 
treated at the place of executUHi with the same barbarofos fgrma* 
IHies whkh Messtrs. Grogan and Harvey had exjierieDCed, leaviDfr 
ft large and amiable family, and a circle of ssrrmuidkBg frioKiay t» 
lament the best of parents and kindest of men. 

But of all the atrocious violations of justice, which were Ifreci 
enacted in Wexford, the deliberate infraction of a solemn treaty^ 
in which'Mr* Esmonde Kyan had been included, was the most se« 
This gentleman who ranked far above the plebeian aristocracy of 
the County Wexiwd, in family and respectability, was jnfluenced 
by motives of humanity albne, to accept the command of an Instir- 
^^t oorps, as he saw that the people had no alternative b«t to 
measare swords in a field of battle with their cruel persecntora, 
or wait to be butchered by them in their bumble dwellings. He 
was eourageotts to desperation, and, at the battle of Arkkiw, po- 
eeived a gun-shot wound io his shoulder, while leading hk pikc^ 
men, to an attack on the British Artillery. The kss of the batik, 
it is said, was mainly attributable to Mr« Kyan's personal disaster, . 
which obliged Ihui to repair for Surgical aid to Wex£>rd« 

In attempting to do justice to his character it is not to be sup« 
posed that the merits of many otb^ of the Leaders on that is at 
all questioned. The battle was too well contested both by men 
and Leaders to admit of any such doubt, and most likely would be 
carried, and the road to the capital thrown completely open but for 
the failure of aimnanitioa en the people's part. Mr* Kyan^s frknds 
procured him a lodging in the suburbs of Weaford where be was 
eontiBed to his bed, scarcely hoping to recovor, when^ oo the me- 
flMrable twentieth of June, a person rushed into fak lodgings aii4 
cried ont ^* that the mob was going to murder all the Proteataat 
prismiers.'^ Snob a horrible communicatkn operated on fak kind 
nature like an ekctric shock ; he started from his skk-bed, flung 
his garments kosely on hk person^ and rao» or raih^ tottered^ Io 
tittfiital bridge, where in conjunction with .the Rev. Mr. Corrin, 
{wiM> waa a long time on his knees with uplifted iKtnds. praying for 
BMorcy for the prisoners,) he saved the lives of several who had 
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been' marked out' for slaughter by a ga,ng of the rery lowest deiipe^ 
radoea. Captain Milward^ of tlio Wexford Militiay and a Mr. 
King, were in the fan^ of tbe rabble, who were about to immolate 
them, when Eamonde Kyan, with that peculiar intrepidity of mind 
which defies every danger, rescued them from their impending' 
fate and had them conveyed to a place of safety. In the treaty of 
peace which was concluded between Generals Fitzgerald and AyU 
mer, and General Dundas, in the County of Kildare, Esmonde 
Kyan's personal safety and permi&slon to emigrate was guaranteed 
by the British General. 

Relying on the faith of this treaty, he was proceeding to his 
home in the County of Wexford, when he was arrested, brought to 
trial, convicted of being a Rebel Officer^ and ordered for execution 
the day aft^r his conviction. It was in vain that he pleaded Ge« 
neral Dundag*s official stipulation, and required time to give satis- 
factory proof of it. Equally vain was it for him to remind his 
judges that he had saved some valuable lives in Wexford. The 
wretches who tried him would neither grant him time for an offi. 
cial disclosure of what he stated, the truth of which was already 
well known to them, nor would they acknowledge that his huma- 
nity merited the slightest recompense. Tbe present generation of 
English and Irish Protestants will not be surprised at the distrust 
with which the Irish Catholics have hitherto regarded the pro- 
mises of British Ministers and their Irish faction, whether Whig 
or Tory, when they shall ruminate on the cruel and unmerited 
punishment inflicted on Esmonde Kyan. 

I may be excused for adverting to my own particular case, lo 
illustration of the general system of tyranny which was then es- 
tablished in Ireland. That '^ there is no wrong without a reme- 
dy,'* is a truism which has been confined in this country time 
immemorial, to that class for which the laws seem to have been 
made, into whose hands the power of governing the country had 
been surrendered, for which the grass grew and the husbandman 
toiled, and who could never endure to hear the maxim inculcated, 
that a government is created for the benefit of the people, and not the 
people for the benefit of a government. The bad habits engen- 
dered by long and successful misrule in Ireland, were not suscep- 
tible of instantaneous eradication, by the gradual introduction of 
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jost laws, and heoce it was that an Eastern Basl)aw never exercised 
more ruthless and despotic sway in his^Pacbalic than did many 
of the County Wexford Magistrates, in th^ir respective disti'icts, 
previous to the breaking out of the Insurrection, I was not an 
ifaited Irishman, as I have before stated, and I am sure I should 
not have exposed my life in the field, and my property, and my 
family, to that ruin, perhaps, under circumstances the most favour- 
ble that could betide the popular cause might have overtaken all, 
were it not that I beheld my country iti chains and bleeding at 
every pore under the whip of the executioner apd the bayonet of 
the mercenary. This beist,'th4 most usd*ul, and the most patriotic 
oi heit citizens) cnthcrtraimported^ or obliged to fly from the coun«* 
ttfyofthairfatheEs^ to wan^ on thd 4>ftnks of the 1%. Laurence^ 
aiMi Missiteipi, or to^ w^r the degr&ditag slave cap and the costume 
of tlid feloil in New Soitll^ Wafes^^he functions of the Civil Ma^ 
gj9l»ate superseded by those of theiirilUsergeant, and the tribu- 
nalHU'.Df jttstfce desecrated by dninkards, profligates; and horse« ' 

To the copies of the different, origlaal papers, Which appear in 
my Narrative, I refer ^ith honest pride, as incontrovertible. p^ot>& ' 
that I am incapable of deliberately injuring a human being,, atid - 
tbat my affection ^pr my Protestant countrymen has ever been as 
sincere as it was ardent. The testimonials which were volunteered 
or other evidence gixen by those exalted military characters. Ge- 
neral Grose, and ColQnel Sir James Foulis, and by Peter Burrawea, 
£^(|fi were eq^ually honorabis to the givers^niJ the receiver, and 
will, I t];ast, convince every render of my Narrative, that the nian 
does iiot . breathe, wboiiiDre religiously abhors lugotry, tyranny, 
criieliy and iq)usticB than I do. . . 

r 

] have now to direct the reader's attention to a toniparative 

statj^njtentof th^ outrages resp^tively perpetrated by the Magis* 

t rates, ^iili^yi Yeoouinry, and Ins^trgehtsm the Cbunty of Wex- ^ 

ford, in the year 1798. Nothing certainly can be more remote 

from my intenlioti than to exhtbil this tnelancholy. li«t for the pur-. ; 

pose of reviving alpipst defunct prejudices^ but it is especially dne 

to the character of a people, which haa been so grossly misrepre-^. 

sented by Sir Richard Masgrave and others, to satisfy dispassiod^ - 

at? lri|hme]\and Englishmen, that the deputies of the Irish Gb^ 

2d 
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'rermnent \n Itdd, dvil as t^ell as military, w6te capable of delibe- 
ratelf exciting a civil waf^lt itii a view of realizing the most vicious 
and cruc! projecls, and ewlitently qualified to (raoscend^ in super- 
lative^' Avickedness, the very lowest and most brutal of the Irish 
rabbk. I think I shall obtain credit with my countrymen for the 
d^laratioa I nov^ make— a declaration founded upon long and inti- 
mate knowledge of Protestant worth— that a more honorable race 
of meir never existed than the good Protestants of the County of 
Wexford, 

. It canQQt^ thejrelpire, be^upposeid that I neaa 16 cWge one out* 
rage couuoitted ip the county of WexfiNrc} ag alnt ProifSstanlB^as 
S|icb» The p^rpotr^tpi^ were oeHaialy eacoMra^ed «tid haifeoed 
on hy 0)9a of rank avd per sorb in o0id«l atati0% wbci eaHed tiieai* 
selves Prote9fe^qt9» , but gnen wham I callpinctical infidels. Their 
wcelehied dMpes wese medley <a,g^regates ef yeooifiti md mUHaiy, 
composed indiaerimioately of PsetestaMsi Ca^tentilssi. a.nd Diasae* 
tenu The barbarians that fired Scnllabogue barn and coomuUfid 
the murders on Vinegar Hill^ and on the bridge of Tt^exford^ wei;e 
of that common stock of- moral depravity, tvhfcb generated those 
barbftttmis that burned the* house with the inmates hi New Ross 
and tbd hospital in Enniscorthy, containing itiore than one hundred 
and fifty sick and wounded Insurgents ; and both those classes of 
b»ba!Fioo» have been long discarded, by Irish Protestants and 
Catbolies as esoommnmcates, tp^o^cfo, from the pale ofeverjT 
ChMNsk in the universe. These numerical statemeiats 
are rabjoioed, have been, in di^me instances, takienftoffl 
the boohs of Gordon^ Hay^ and ittexandei', but those account 
wlftich. ate qmiced*^ private metnotanda*'^ were t>btained from the 
traditional details of the surviving ohikhre&andTelations of those 
who had been murdered. 

.Stplement ofiouttagesi perpetrated by the magisttracy^' yeoman- 
rj4 and^King'a tioope, in tiM <Jottnty We&fordi in the year 
1708,:^ • . » . , • • * ' ' 

Page G^ 9riaQoli ahenuty from Camolni^ wood^ flogged and 

JMf«ln4i0ed thien tunes by Toiteuhara'a Ross Yeomen-^ 

JMmwdfr^ « * • • • 1 

Pdge*^ Fbapwincky a country scliool-master, flogged by ' 
a^p^-^tto^ ♦ . • i .' 1 
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Denis M^Ikmi^Ilt 4fOfipp44e»d i» li gvo^^ Mat Mf. tjlonla«*a 
hoiwei, with Imt of b^ flQig0f[-^Qofd^ • * \ 

Doctor H«aly» a ma»t nii|W9tab)o «94 iifoffiMisifie geitl#iii4n» 
and pbysici^a, flQgg;o4i(tmQ«l ^fi^fAti Igr tbe R^ssTe^. 

Flogged by a QQrpa of Tepmeii, uodelr the supQijiiilisndlmb^ V 
amagii^i^i 14 Ae «Aeif (ibMrlMio^ ^ SmmeMUhfy^^it 
appeared on the trial of Appeals at-Wixlordl,' under the 
InstfirofSti^n Afst^ ad the lIBd Majr^ ITfiS^-^ApniRSte meaio- 
Kapda, . . , /. ; \- .17 

PageTCK Hogged to death JbfiBnntev Gbmoil'v YieeMB, a 
paataoty vrhoae fiiiger was luiougiitJutt^ iG^mfr bf Cfowan, 
on the point of his sword— Hay, . .1 

page 7& OMied fri>pi ila ii*ootfit» 2by VioiifMlK^ DorH, of the 
South CoiJL Mtttia, th^liaicWiMr. Fairy ',j» haad» wihOMra^ 
afterwards hanged — Hjiy, . .. . , « I 

Flogff?^ and i«t^-iQa|^ ich^ 4ann of {^fpcow^Mfim^ 

Page 78. Flfl^ged aloMHt to ^wt|i by » . 4%i1PS ef V^^^pei)^ 
commanded by a madstraliBft ia4 )3^gh|m8iP9/o& Ah^ S^tb 

Pages ?% ^«ig^ if tb9 ^i^npf ;Bfmisopr4hy„ by ^e Ve^ 

;' men, previous to the (nsurrectiop, without trial^^^ay* . 2 

Sbet.ttyf the W^x&rdXe^iupnClavalry-j in ,c«M b)ooiii| A^ . \ 

djiy they arresf^ J[«hD;jCQh?lpi^l^m*,H^« ^ ^6 

Shot at PuotiMrazi^ Jsiy ihf Xeoma|iry« without a t;: jfity^r^Hay , 94 
Page 76. Shot, o^ %,2&th oif Mayi, 1798^ iii t^e b«dl-«Wey, 

at Camew, wjltfi^fit aijy fcrm of tria,!,— Hay, . . • 28 

Shot by H^t^j^^ry Wbite^^yeciii|i.en, en the 27th M^, be* • 

tween Ou^art f )9fl f^^PJ>% Paen aqd bi^ya,— 41%y, , 22 

J?age 13$. Shot, in Gprey, by the Tinnehely and W^ugfoy 

Yeomauryis '9^ wMhDut,4na)» 11 fer^eis, whf^ bad M9 . 

t^ken out of their beds withfnA^^U9jaikdiiaJLf of the Ai^vm^ 

^-■Way^, .••'.•.• * .• • *\ 

Page i^. Sbptt. by the Wil^j?, ^f>, Nei^. Eosa>: A«ner^ 

Harvey's Aidf-^a-CwiV Mr. piatt* Fiirlf|i|g»-nrpKiiiaAQAm^ 1 
Hanged in Enniscorthy, a drumnter of the North Cosk Mw 

]itia, iiar refu£JQg t^ be^t bU-dri^vn to 4he.4i]ne of tiie Bo)^ae 

"Water^-^Hayj^ / ; 4, . - . » . 1 < 
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Page 158. Burped b^ the- MiHtary, at New Koss, wounded 
men who had taken refuge tliere during the battle,-i-Hay, 78 

Page IS8. Shot by the Yeomen of Gorey, in bis own gar- 
den, Mr. Kenny, Of B^lIycanew,-^Hay, , .1 

Shot by Ogle^s Bbies, at Mayglass, in running away from 
Wexford — Hay, • . . >^ . 2 

Shot by the Military and Yeomcin at same'pTace, seven men 
and fonr womeDy-^Hsfy, . . . ' . .11 

Page 165» Shot near Scarawaldi, 'an idiot nephew to the Pa- 
rish Priest,-rHay, . . . . . 1 

Shot by the Newtownbarry Yeomen^ in Hhat town, afteiPthe 
retreat from Vinegar«hill, and left in the streets to be torn 
VP>g:«>— Hay, • p. - .9 

Violated and murdered, dear Ballaghkeene, by ihe Homperch 
Dragoons, after the retreat from Vinegar Hill, 7 yt)ung 
ivomen^ — priyateinem. . . .7 

Bayonetted in Ennigcorthy, after the defeat at Vinegar Bill, 
by the Military , twelve men and three women,— 'private m, 15 

Murdered in the neighbourhood of Limerick HHl, by the'ar- 
my encamped there,-^-^private menu • ' .13 

Burned in the Insurgent Hospita], at Enniscorthy, by tbe- 
military and yeomen, after the defeat at Vinegar. Hill, 
private mem. ' . • ' • • 76 

Shot by the yeomen infentry and cavalry, in cold blood, in 
the retreat from Kklihomas Hill,— ^-private mem. . 42 

Murdered on the road between Vinegar Hill and Gorey, after 
the defeat of the Insurgents, by the yeomanry, sixteen 
men, nine women, six children — ^plivaie mem. 31 

Murdered in the Hospital of Wexford, . by the yeomen and 
military, aftenr General Lake entered the town, dck and 
wounded men, — private mem. • . .67 

Shot by the yeomanry in the village of Augbrim, nine' men 
and three women,--'private meni« . . 12 

Shot atMoneykoTe,at Mr. Cloney's house, a very old sports- 
man, wko came from the county Cariow, to inquire for 

* thet Author, called Shawn Rooe, alias John Doyle,— -pri« 
vate mem. . . . . * . ] 

Shot at Bame place, an aged and most innocent and inoffen- 
sive man with a large . family, Richard MuUett^ and while 
struggling for death, a pike thrust through his nose into 
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fiis head, by'which be died in the most excrucialinj^ tor- 
ture, — private mem. ' . . . ; 1 

Shot by the King's County Militia and s^me yeomanry, near 
Carrigrew, disarmed Insurgents— private mem. . 28 

Shot by the Military, -near Killoughrim Woods, inddstrioiis, • 
inotfeasive farmers, entirely iinconnected with the persons 
concealed in those Woods — private mem. . . 9S 

Murdered i>y.th6 suppletaientafyyeemen, alias Ibd black mob, 
between Gorey and Arklew, seveiileen men^ and' five wo- 
men — private mem. ♦ -. * • • .22 

Men, women and children, . ' . • ^ 726 

Murdered at Kikoniaey,.by. Sif C. Asgill^s; tioops^at toast, 140 



The foregoing are the numberi only of thpse victims pf.M^ititary 
outrage in cold Mood, of. which a vt>ry inypeffect itecouot'lit^B been 
kept by some of the surviving relatives oflbesiiffisrers; but if I 
were to set dp.wn the whole number of those wbo arQ« reported to 
have innocently fallep by. the mnafcetit and bayonets of a <^uel and 
licentious military and ywmaosy, it would more than double the 
jamount of what 1 have stated. The burning- of New Rqss suti-. 
urbs, >vidi it§ .inbabi^nts enpls^ed in th^^ cottages, *althpug|i 
mentioned by Mr. H^y^ I do not calQulatet ; I now present the 
reader 'w:ith axletaU of all tb^: outrages perpetrated by. the Insur- 
gents in cold blood, which J could collect* No l^ubt individuals 
may have unfortunately /alien in s^nae quarters, au; account of 
which I have not been able ,to discover; I certainly shbu][d not 
conceal or suppress ^ncb an account on one side no more than I 
,|would on the other. It should never be forgotten how much the 
people were wronged by Sir Richard Musgrave ; he returned the 
names of many individuals murdered in cold blood during the In- 
surrectioUy who lived for many years after, nay, some of whom 
r|^e, I believe, living to this day. And he un blush ingly returned 
^greatnumber killed in battle as having been murdered in cold 
blood ; but he was in a hurry to bring his commodities to mar. 
ket, and while the appetite of the prejudiced and credulous was 
ripe, he calculated they would voraciously swallow garbage s^nd 
all. His calumnies, no doubt, made a most pernicious impres- 
sion on such minds ; but the withdrawal of the name of the manly 
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ml hnraaoe Lord C^fnwallis, firom bis book of fables, induped 
feople to inqaire more minutely into facts ; and a little time 
tamgpht sucb discredit on his laboars, that his volonioous pages 
allowed either to lye nnheeded Bmxmg heavy and exploded 
er» Or coo^igood to the use of the sooff-shop or the grocer. 



tftwdeni hy the lasorgeqts w Vf^lofi^ immedii^tely aiitar 
their eatiy, Mr. John Bay4i^Hs^«. . . 1 

Mr. Turner^ do. » ^1 

TwvJfttrphys% Catholics, do. • . 2 

George Sparrow, . do* ^ . ; 1 

BnBign Httpman, <m rotamiiig from Geosial Moove^-wlo. t 

Oo the bridge of Wexford, 20tb Jaoey-— do, . 36 

it the parish of Davidstown, .during tho Insurrection, 

ptwateiMiii, ,5 

Of the Wedhvd Militia, oa«he ridgeof Momilains, i^eu 
CastbeoiMf, pvivstoVMii* .7 

Ob yiaegw-hill-Hfty, » M 

Ihi Eomsoofthy «n llie day of the first Mtie, when Ibeio*. 

•NVgents^iseowed 1km drummer faai^og in the Aev. 

Mr. Hnndeock^s Lodgings,— *liay, M 

Shot by the Iasarge»<8y near Caomew, ft bfodk intmptlBr, . 
heloDgiiig to the Ancient SifilonShr-tlayy . -I 

Mr. Hay states fhat there wsire but rigfa^ fevsotrnfinAied 
death at ScnHabogoe^ &f R^ Masgraw maatipttB, if 
my memory does molt m» 1^^ I havefMion la ssy, 
that bet vreen those that weref hot and those burtied la the 
baro, tbe namberiir^ aboqtlW, of ^rtndt 16 it is ^d 
were Catbblics. • • i ' NO 



A list of Roman Catholic €hape!s burned by Ibe MiHtaiy and 
Teomanry, in the County of Wexford, in the years lTf«, Yf&d^ 
IBOO, and 1961 :— 

Boolovogue, 27th May, 1798, . • .1 

Maylass, 30th ditto, . . . - ^ 

rtamsgrange, 19fh June, . • • ' • 1 
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Bnlng0otd» 91al ditto, 
BAMyfliiirrki, dittOb 
Gorey, 24tli August, 
Anacurragfa, 2d September, 
Crane, ITth ditto. 
Rock, 12th October, 
Ballydoff, 19tt^ ditto, 
Riv^rchapel, ditto, 
ttonaseed, 25th ditto, 
Clologue, 26tb ditto, 
Killeveny, llth November; 
PeiDS, 18thdittp, 
Oulard, 28th ditto, 
Castletown, ditto, 
Ballygarret, 15th January, 1799, 
Ballynamoneybegg, 18th ditto, . 
Askamore, 24tfa February, 
Hurrintown, 24th April, 
HonamoHog, 3d May, 
Kilrusb, 15th ditto, 
Marshalstown, 9th June, 
Monfin, 10th ditto, 
Crossab^, 24di ditto, 
Kilenurin, 29th June, 
Moaagier, Ist July, * 
Kihayley, 10th October, 
Olanbryan, 13th March, 180O, 
Kaim, ditto, 

Ballymakesy, 

Courtnacttddy, I2th August, 1801, 
Davidstown set fire to but saved. 
Burned thirty^three Romab Catholic Chapels. 
One Church, Old Ross, burned in .consequieince of the qinrder 
of an unarmedand inoffensiTeCatholic by theRo^s YepmeD^ 
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For the same reasokis that I have Rejected those verbal details of 
Ae peasantry, the correctness of which 1 had any reason to doubt, 
I have also refected the exaggerated statements of Sir Richard 
Ifusgrave and bis imitators. Enough has been adduced to prove 
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that Uie Insurg^MAts were outdone by many degrees in 6art>9rHyy 
by thofie who shoald have set them a« example of modentlion and 
humanity. 

How disgusting must it not be to every humstne and religious 
mind to perceive^ in those shocking details, the highei: classes^ in- 
eluding Military and Yeomanry Officers, emulating the ignorant 
and depraved in their career of desolation, t'be Homperch Hua- 
sars» a regiment of German mercenaries, employed at that perioa 
by tfie British Minister to decimate the Irisli subjects of George 
the Third in the County Wexford, ^splayed the genuine cbarac 
teristics of hireling butchers. Their conduct here should serve as 
a warning to the people of England how they ever again suffer 
the harnessed slaves of a petty German Despot to pollute tFie Bri- 
tish soil. At the same time that I feel bound .to. reprobate that 
cruelty and the consequent effusion of blood, which marked the 
progress of the military in general, I must render justice to thQ 
English Guards, officers and privates, particularly the Cold* 
stream regiment, whose conduct formed a most striking contrast 
with that of the Irish Militia and yeomanry. They performed 
their duties with the correctness of soldiers and the humanity of 
Christians, and the following description of an interview between 
one of those brave men, and an Irish magistrate^ as given l)y Mr. 
Alexander in his book, page 106, will convince the Irish reader, 
that he ought to prefer, as conservators of the peace vx. Ireland, 

such men as the British Guards, to a brutal and fanatical gensdi^r*» 

• • • . ' 

merie, the chief merit* of which, with its patrons, is a deep^ 
rooted aversion to the great mass of the people. '* Corporal 
l^organ, of the First regiment of Guards, observing a country 
protected rebel, whose house was burned for his crime, dropped 
down at the word of command upon his knees to the gentleman- 
wbo had burned his house, 4-an hastily to the fellow and lifted him 
off his knees^ exclaiming, " get up you mean-spirited boor,, and^ 
do not prostrate yourself to any being but your God ; surely you 
do not mistake this man for that being ?'' "Sir," replied the gen- 
tleman, .*' he shall go on his knoes to me as he ought.'* <• No Si^'* 
rejoined the corporal, "he shall not, at U^^ in my preseiicep and^ 
while I have the honour of being in the King's Guards,; we givQ 
the King but one knee, and that the left, reserving the rights 
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ymn* 6vp jpkit (wiictber you Mi^* ) qie ar not) that jrou are 
4imr fi^ (iio44PVftiai|gri^r9b^'70ii raQflir94be.li«niur4iintO' 
^liier.'' This «VM a f^nmg «ia& 4f |9«mI edMoatjcui, and ra ikd^ 
s^Mfl^dM9 Mrilb.lPfi at tHeiataBev. Mr^Wefliey^a acaiemj, at 

'JK|ing*s Uoady near BriatoL He wattlie sob o( an emtneEtt Me-^' 
thodist preaghl^rj -r t ' . ' 

^ , ♦ * * 

* 14i0 €aa4«ict of ^ present Eai4 of Courtown, thett a young 
dflker $n tfie g^oarSs then quartered at New Ross, {ttnitfdiateljr aftet 
the Insarreetfoa ceased, tras most exemplary. He represised the 
tiolenCe and moderated the crimhiat 2eal €f( many bigots whose 
nep reh e ns ihle aetiffty had contrib'ttted much tO' esasperate the^ 
peasaatry, and ]^re¥ent their seeltiag dorernilAettt Protections, 
mKil'they wereeneoaragedto apply for (hem hy the active bene. 
vetetiee of the yiMiiig^ eommander. 

Aa alarmiiig sejpi^atjpn wa$e^ci)ted/a2^put Ae aam0j.twii9^moBgs& 

the loyalists in Enniscorthy and its pei(^hl>9Hrhp^d» Jff eonse-^ 

quence of instructions which were issued by the you^g Lord Ty« 

noe, kiiB.M»qi]is«f Wtftorford, He cofMiiaiided ihoWatHrlbrd 

Miilia'tfMat, -aadin hweapactly '4if>CMonel of theltagMMiit,«e'« 

¥afia) eompiaiHtaiiaTiiig be^tapODeferrOd io ^kn a^aiiist iildvvidiial 

b^ists^ tfora^itgaf ^utriigcsy fiuodn, and deliberate honkide ;. 

bDoiierad a rewatdforthe i^piwhabaiaaof the MftaqueistSyaiid 

MilrMted bis ^ti^ra and men t» ti^ all poasibto di>ig0Bee for tb& 

dtaci«T«ryr pf those piiidlafadi outlaws^ The teiT4r inspfrad by 

ibis >sadalaffy procaedHig of LovdTyroM, may ba judged by i^o 

fact, Ibat 4MMJof thee chiaf ^anagiesaovsy ibeugbi a man assun^k)^^ 

Mig/tk power, dithaf fled the iieighbofiriiaod ov concealed bimsel( iii 

onacf tfaote privajteiiaaiitB whkb were inaiacesMble |a all but hta 

iiwB partiimlav liricpds, nod) tbe firanness and vigour of the pidnci^ 

pal ofttceva commandbig in duitrkts, bad awed ti],e ma^isteital 

and ather .disturbers of tba pMblic peaco, into a oessaiioo of their 

wnntad autiagea, wfaancttlprita were aUowed lo creep out. of that 

bidiag piaeea, £rst gtnrantaeiii^ ib«ir fulure g»od behovioiir* 

Qrtat ctDmue haa been tfaroim by Ihe hired cakaiaiaaani mn the 

diaiafiteittof Ibe^SBthoiic C^rgy gmieraHy, oo aoaownt ^ iha 

part tekes by « few. 1 aer^r ji|)pnwed of seeing a Gfttrgfuaao in 

Mraif, biititiis ^waii knustt, those i»v acted Icam thr aatncd in? 

E 2 
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jnilse ot%M^pM»wAiMyZDd wtre not promoters of Uie Iasanee« 

tioD; ' Tbe-RevI'Mr, Dimony of Cwtftebridge^ a most kind andin^ 

offpMi^iBui, 'Wftstirken up arid con vtciad under the diabolical 

iDiurMOtion aefy a short tine before tlMlnsurrectioiicomiiikicedy 

ottverjreztraofdiniiry^'aad.ae it is said,'* discreditable evidence^ 
apd setDt liibo a felon to New South 'Wales. . 

The Rev* John Murphy *s Chapel and Dwelling-house were con- 
sumed^ ;[v^Qroo,ea|^l7 charge could be adduced against bhn, 
t^he Rev* Mr. Redmond, whose exertions were most exemplary 
in checking the violence of the people around him^ and who ven* 
tjired his life for the protection of the house and property of Lord 
Mount Norris, was himself accused of being one of the pluiidereri^ 
was taken and executed with as little cermopy as the savages o( 
Owyhee g^erally shew to their victims. The remains of the Rev. 
Michael Murphy, who, with those examples before him, sought 
safety in the Camp with his countrymen, were treated at Arklow, 
^s it is confidently affirmed,) in Such a manner as should be ex- 
pected only from Cannibals. 

The Rev. Mr. Roachey as before reialed, who went inter. Vex« 
lord ahme uoaniled, snd to seek for protection, was treated with 
Ae greatest barbarity 9 yet I can challenge the tradneers and per^ 
aecutors of Catholic priesis and respectable laymen, to Justly charge 
them with cruelty daring Iheir short, lived power. Under sneb 
cruel and .trying drcurastsnces could Catholic. Clergymen be ex- 
pected to divest themselves, of their nature, and tamely place their 
beads on the bk»ek for merciless executioners i If such a cruel 
system of persecution should ever take place in this cenatiy again, 
which God in his ^ercy avert, although the loyalty of the Clergy 
is indubitably it would be hard indeed to judge what course a 
considerable portimi of that body might be impelled, by the fint 
hw of nature, to adopt ; but if cruel and inevitable necessity u»* 
fortunat^y drove them to the fields the contest would be short and 
decisive. Infatuated roost the Governors then be that will «ver 
attempt' to persrcute the best guardians of the morals and peacQ 
of ;the coonnry ; and they sbohid also recollect that the CJstbolie 
Clergy need not now, as in th^ early ages of the Church, deem it 
necessary to devote themselves to martyrdom^ to establish' the 
great troths of die Christian religi^. It ia wiser, therefore, no| 
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to drivo tbettl to ^dsperation; I9^t Mke laym^^ it is not only fhetr 
relatives that aTeoge injtfHesittfiicted on Catbolic Clergy tneo, llie 
whole Catholic eommumty feel insulted liy any outrage committed 
Ob men, who, in the hour of affliction and mi^ry, console and re- 
KoTB'- them, not only atfbrding' them the comfbrts of religioii; but 
dividing with the poor their bcanty means, to assist in either rais- 
ing them from the bed of^ickne^s,; orienabli&g their poor families 
to consign them' to their tombs, with that 'deceney which the poor 
Irishman conn()er8 01^^ pfthe first >of duties. J .. 



I trust it wil)^ be admitted by my leaders, that throughout tj^e 
entire of my Narrative I have evinced a pTppeF; caution not )o 
state any matter of serious import on mere hearsay or slight evi- 
dence-— that I have supported my statements either with regard to 
'my own conduct, or that of my persecutors, or the persecutors of 
my country, by incontes'tible evidence and well-autbenticated do- 
cuments, I am now about to close my Narrative, a£id coftnrnenta- 
' ries on it in the way of conclusion, by the introduction 'of two 
public documents which I xleem of great historical importances ai)d 
whkh I cquQ^ve fully bears fne^out jn my gei^r;qi ais^^tions with 
r^ard to the early and ^ysteijiiat^. persecution Cf r^ied on by tj^e 
Ascend^Qcy faction and .th^tc i^Btai^ers .^gaiost fjt^ .Catholic pep. 
pl^qf Ireland, as well as the unbridled licentipuspjsss of the army 
for some time previous to. the. IcKBurrection pf/Q^* pDie.of those 
documents is the address of the Earl of Goafiojrd,,. governor of the 
County of Armagh, dplivered to a numerous meeting of the ma« 
' gistrates of that county; cottveoed by him so eariy asthe-year 
' *95. 1*he other is the addi^» of the brave^ the humane^ aod^^ 
patriotic Sir Ralph Abercroinby, then Commander-in-Chief of 
the Forces in Ireland, published in (he Spring of 1796* AH per- 
sons not well acquainted w^ith the melancholy state of Ireland at 
that period, who read those documents will naturaUy inquire why 
they had not their proper influence iti stemming the torrent of 
persecution then raging throughout this ill-fkted conntry. Aad 
it becomes my duty to follow up. the insertion of those valuable re- 
cords of barbarous times^ by a commentary oh what the extrapr- 
diu^ry events in subsequent years naturally lead me to assign as 
th.e luotivcs for the passive acc^uiesceBce of the ruling powers, for 



-.some jgar§ in a vysim^ ao^ffrr* iuvplace of tow^ ^: tk^ ^fintl 
TOsuUs of Ui»t.&jstem, iH(bioh,cq^ttQ^ bedjuui (i^^a ^ l^^^aio a 
' province, a (rue ^eose of wbkli her |ieo|ite ooljr juat oow dare ex- 
. |urcs8» aod wbicb eaqpies^ioa ia Hke^ to be jvpported by ao iq- 
^ viDcibleiietermiaaHoii to restore ihe cauoir/^ «g;aio to its pnifv^r 
. aod iiaUu;al level as a natioa ; 

PtrBUC XK)CtTMCKTS. 

At a numerous m^tt^ ^ llie Maglirtiwted bf #r<5 fJounty <>£ 

Armagh, convened on the SS8th of December, 1705, at the spe. 

cial instance of the Earl of Gosford, Governor. His Lordship 

' having tak^n ttie Chdt, opened l!ie badness biPflie meeting by 

' the feflowingf adiilteiss .-^ . ' ^ 
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r. ' Geii//!enwiH-Haviog' requested your attendance iierethis day, 
it beconies mjrduty to. state the grounds upoii itHhich I thought it 

^ advisable to propose this meeting, and at the s^me time to sub- 

. A|ut toyopr consideration a plan which occurs to noe -as most like- 
1)^ tp.cbi^ the enormities that have alreaify bi)oii\ght.disgrace up- 

' on this country s» and ^ may soon reduce it ipte -deep distress* 

ItSino setrei ttiki a perse<;tftit)n ^cd)mpanted^wMl^l(tbeeif« 
ifttimstances of ferdcimls ctueliey^ ^bidi have in ^1 ages distln- 
guished that ArtedM cahiiisfcy fft now raging itir%ihis <c6ttn«ry. — 
"ItyttW dgenor sex, tfor«vKHi aiikno^Iedgedlnnocenei^ te^o aqy 
' igtiiltib tfa^ late di^ttttlracnidsls' sttttdent to exdte mtrtf^ tnneh 

" less to aSbrd prot&ctloti. ' » . . 

•' ■ ' . • . ..•,,. .. • . . , 

' '.TIitreAly^rimawbicb the wretched objects of this ruthless per- 
^ilfqiAtien«dre'ebsrg0d M^th) (is aicrime indeed of eaay proof ; it ia, 
.<skn^, ft pvdftMeiqn of tite Homan Catholic faith, or an intimate 
„t}ontt0;;ion with n.pevson professing this faith. A lawless b«ndiitti 
* jiave eoiStiUuted themselves judges of Ikis new species uf delin- 
-'i|«iney, ^and 'the. sentetieeihc^ have denounced is equal^ concise 
.•aad«iearinUd$ it is notiiing Isssihan a confiscation of all property^ 
:«rfd an immediate daHfehtnenC* 

It would be extremely painful and surely unnecessary to detail 
the horrors that attend the execution of^so rude and tremendous a 
proscription — a proscription that certainly exceeds tn the com p. 
ratlve number of those it consigns to ruin and misery, every ex. 



Mtpfo llMt antitntor IMnlei'ti histofyicaii supply : fur wtiete hhve 
vmJ»md^ wmmhH'^ory^^hummt meltieftbiive we rfafl«if«Dre 
ithiuilukif t^ aDbalgtitqBl»^af)0|Mi)ott9jeoiiiity cieprived atone Mov 
t)f the means as well of the fruits of their industry, aodctvifwifi^ 
the . midst of an . inclemei)! soawn, to s<^k shelter fpr, theinscl?es 
and their helpless families where chance mav gfuide them } 

* This is no efxa^erated pfcttire oif the horrffl scenes mm aetinf^ 
In this cotmfy-««yet mt^y k h snffictent to awaken wntiments 
uf indignation and compassion in the coldest bosoms. These hor- 
^ors are aaw acthigp with impunity; The spirit of impartial jus- 
•^ice {wftWit which law is nothing he/tter than ai^ instroment erf 
tyranny,) has for a time disappeared Iri this county,' and the su- 
ti^#eness ^f the tiiagtstracy of AHitafh is/become a cotninnntopic 
of conversation in every comer of the 1tfn»t!bm. It' is sand in re- 
ply, the Catholics are dangeitms. They nitiy he so. They may 
be dapji^erpus from tbeir numbers^ aqd still mora d^nger^us from 
4|m unbounded views they have been encouraged to entertain ^ 
hut ,1 wiil yentor^ toassert^ without fear of Goutradictjon, that 
these proceedings aice not more contrary to liumanity than they ar^ 
to sound policy. 

Jit i» to l»e jan^ted t^t no civil iivig^tralQ happened to ^Q.pi%> 
.^9n(.witli tlfto n^iiitary dat^n^ot on the njghi; of thc^ 21stin»taot» 
h»f. I trvst tbeaudd^iness of the occasjon, the un^pected, s^d 
instantaneous aggression on the part of the delinquents will be ..uni- 
versally admitted as a full vindication of the conduct of the officer 
land the party acl^ under his c6nimand. 

CI«iitlei»sn-^Lliaflr« th« boiom to Md a sttHatwn ao Ibis touvijf 
which calls upon, me to deliver my sentiments, and I do it without 
fear and without di^uise. I am as true a Protestant as any gen^ « 
l^man in this room. 1 inherit a property which my family deriv- 
4^ und^r a Pirafc^jbemt title, and widi the blessing of God, Iwitl 
maintain that title to the utmost of my power. I will never con- 
sent to make a sacrifice of Protestant Ascendancy to Catholic 
"Claims, wkh Ivh^fciever Mietiaee the^ may be urged, or however 
TBpedonsly or ittvidioiMly mpfurtcd^ Cmisciovsiof miy skicenty 
in this public dedarMion, #klch 1 4o not: make unaUvisedly, but 
as the result of niitare Mibera^ioB, 1 defy tho paltry inmuatbns 
that malice or party spirit may suggest. 
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I know my own hearty and I sfaoald despise myself if under any 
intimidation I could elose my eyes against such scenes as present 
tkemselves on erery side, or my eiurs against the oomplaiats of k 
{leiseettted people. 

I should be guilty of an unpardonable injustice to the feelings •■ 
of gentlemen here present^ were 1 to say more on this sub- 
ject. I ha^e now acquitted n^rself to my conscience and my coun- 
try^ and take the Mberty of proposing the following resoliitiqns :-- * 

1. That it app^^cs to this meeting that the County of Armagh 
is at this, moment in a state of uncommon 4isorder ; that the Rom^n 
Catholic mhabitantsar? grievoualy of^ressed^ by lawless persons 
unknown, who attack and plunder their houses by flight, and 
threaten them with instant destruction,. unless they immediately 
alM^don their lands and habitations* 

2d« That a Committee of Magistrates be appointed to sit on ' 
Tuesdays and Saturdays, in the Chapter-room, in the town of 
Armagh, to receive informati6n against all persons of whatever 
description, who disturb the peace of this connty. 

* 4 ■ 

Sd. That the instruction of the whole body of magistrates to 
their Committee shall be to use every legal means within their 
power to stop the progress of the persecution now carrying on by 
an ungovernable mob, against the Catholic inhabitants ^of this 
county. ' 

4th. That said Committee or any three of them, be empowered 
to expend any sum or sums of money for information or secret ser- 
vice out of the funds isubscribed by tho gentlemen of this county. 

5th. That a meetmg of the whole body of the magistracy be 
held every second Monday at the house of Mr. Charles M*Rey- 

Bolds, in the town of Armagh, to hear the reports of the Commit- 
tee, and to give such further instructions as the exigency of the 

case may require. 

6th. That ofienders of every descripiyi^n in Ae pr^se^t ^turb. 
ances shall be prosecuted out of the fond subscribed Iry the gentle- 
men of this county.^[From the JMl^n Jimmat, of JanfHiry^ 
bthf I7fi6^ md copied in aO the Jrhh papers,} 
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ADJUTANT-GBNERAfS OPF!CE» 

DMin, 26th, Feb. 1798. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 



The very disgraceful frequency of Courts-martial, and the ma- 
ny complaints of irregularities in (ha conduct of thq troops in this 
kingdom, having too unfortimateljf proved the army to be in 
a state of licentiousness, which must isender it formidable 
to every one but the enemy, the. Cominander-in-Chief thinks 
it necessary to deniand from all Generals commanding districts 
and brigades, as well as Commanding Officers of Regiments, 
that they exert themselves, and compel from all officers under {heir 
command, the strictest apd most unremittin|i; attention to tlie dis- 
cipline, good order arid pondjiict of tbeir men, such as may restore 
the high and distingni^ed lepjitatibn the British troops have been 
accustomed to enjoy in. every part of the world. It becomes neces- 
sary to recur and most pointedly to attend to the standing orders of 
the kingdom, which, at the same time that they direct military assis- 
tance to be given at the requisition of the civil magistrate, positive- 
ly forbid the troops to apt (but in case of attack, )' without his 
presence ai^d authority ; and the mo&t clear and precise orders 
are to be given to the officer commanding the party for this pur- 
pose. The utmost prudence and precantion are also to be used in 
griantfng parties to Revenue Officers, both widi respect to the 
person requiring such assistance, and those employed on the du- 
ty; whenever a guard is mounted, p&troles mtistbe frequently 
sent out, to take up every soldier who may be found out of his 
quartets afbr his hours. 

A very culpaMe remissness hating also appeared en the part of 
•ffieers, respecting the necessary fiispe«lk>tt at barrMks, qfrnrteM, 
messes, Ite., as welt as attendance at rell-fi»ll9, and other hour;, 
t)ommanding Officers most enforce t6e aftt^tSocr #1 those under 
th^r command to those point», and the genera) regulations for all 
which Ae stricter responsibility will be expeetiBd for thamselvea. 
It is of the utmost fmpottance that the di9cipline of the Bragnon 
Regiments should be mimitely attended to, for the facilitating of 

2 F' . 
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which the CommaQder-io- Chief has dispensed wiU> Ibe attendance 
of Orderly Dragoons on himself, and desires that they may not 
he. employed by any General or Commanding Officer, but ou 
military and indlspensible business^ 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL CRAIG^ 

JEasiern District, Bcurracks,. Dublin^ 



«MMjb««ri 



Sir Ralph Abercrombie's just and humane intentions were aC 
once set at nought by the Government, and his remoxiX decided 
on. Mr. Secretary Pelham addressed a letter to the Officers of 
the army in Ireland, dated 3d Mardb, 1798, in which he informs 
them that his Excelfency the Lord Lieutenant authorised theni to 
employ forcef against any persons assembled in af ms, or not in 
arms, without waiting for the sanction of civif authority, if in thefr 
opinion the peace of the realm and the safety of his Majesty's sub- 
Jects might be endangered by waiting for such authoiity. Al- 
though Lord Comwaliis came to Ireland in July *9S to carry the 
Union by every political device that could be well put in practice, 
it must be admitted that be gave an immediate check to the sport- 
ive barbarity of the yeomainry huntsmen in their bloody career of 
hunting down the peasantry of the country. His Excellency'^s 
conduct with regard to the very remarkable trial of Hugh Wola- 
han, a yeoman, for the most atrocious murder of Thomas Bog- 
herty, furnished one strong proof of his love of even-handed jus- 
tice. Every aggravating circumstance was clearly proved against 
Wolahan* No attempt was made to contradict any part of the evu 
dence^ but a justification of the horrid murder was set up as hav- 
ine: been committed under an order of the Commanding Officer — 
that if the yeomen should meet with ady persons whom tney knew 
or suspected to be rebels, they needed not be at the trouble 6i 
' bringing them in, but were to shoot them on the spot. Tha^t it 
.wiHS almost the 4^1y praQtice of the corps to go out on scouring^ 
.parties and to act in this .way* This defence was confirmed by 
•one private, one serjeant, and two Lieutenants of yeomanry* Cap^. 
tain Archer swore that he had always found Wolahan a diligei^ 
man and ready to obey the orders of his Officers. Captain Gore 
deposed X\M it was the practice of the corps to scour the country, 
.cmdtb^t b9 verily believed the yeomen understood it was the^ 
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^HtytosbootruciyreWHb^yioet withy or susftected to be such; 
IimI tbe depoQQiit bad. heatd that duch were the orders in different 
distriets. Here the defence elomd, aid the Court acquitted the 
ppfisooer. When the mUmtes of the CourUnii^rtiaU In the usual way, 
iWfre }aid b^oretke Lord Lieutenant, his KxceUencj was pleased 
^ dy$approv6 of the ienlenee^ dissolve the Coart-maTtiat and in>w 
icapacitatd thef merob^rs f rom sittings on any other, and ordered the 
Miowing Qfidkil Jetterto be dispatched to General Craig :-^ 



•; J « 



, , ,: : Publia Cartle,. 18th Octobefj 1798. - 

'>.:^* Sir— *Hairii|g laid before the Lord Lieutenant the proceedings 
^a= General. Coiirt.4iiartia1^ held' by your /orders in Dublin Bar4 
mc^, on Saturday, the ISib iilstant, of wbicb Ooloael the. £arl 
0f .EpnisklUen. wasPresidetit* I am. directed to aeqnai«t you that 
his Excellency entirely disapproves of the sentence of the above 
Coort^martililin Acquitting 'Hugh Wolaban of ia cruel and deli- 
berate murder, of which by the -clearest evidence he a^ipears to 
fiave been guilty, 

' * . ■ • I 

*^ Lord Cornwallls orders (he Court-martial to be dissolved, and 
directs, that Hugh tVolahan shall be dismissed from the corps of 

w 

yeomanry in which .he served, and that he shall not be received 
into any otjier corps of yeomanry in thjis kingdjoo^. H is Excellency 
further desires that the above may be r^d to the President and 
I^embers pf the Court-martial in »opep Court*- , 

<•! have the honor to be. Sir* , . 
"** Your most pbedipnt hi^mble Servant^ • . • 

^ H. TAYLOR, Secr^ary- * 

** To Lieutenant-General Crai§," 

. P«S.<*— 1 ain ulso .directed that a new Cottrt-martial may be im-i 
tnediately convened fbr4be trilil of sueh prisoners as may be 
brought before them ; ai&d that none of the OfSceps who sat upoa 
Hugh Woiahan^a trisfl be admitted as members. ' 



• 'Although Lord Cornwallis came to Ireland armed with perhaps 
sironger powers tban any of his predecessors in the Yiceroyalty, 
find evinced a disposition to exercise them with even-handed jus- 
liicie, yet be soon tbirod \ power in the country so long habituated 
<to exercise authority over the Teprescnlati-ve of Majesty as not tQ 
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be easily oowtvooM, and liie vital objeetef cavrjrii^ tlieUiimi 
kit <bim Dt altentative but tMhbr khofk far histecftl, (m even Lwi 
Qm40n Ib ewfitaklly fioid to iMve chae^ wfacii horror struck at 
(be cruel .pnjeciB piDpoued in bis Coondl,) or to propilbte Ibo 
Aiossdaiiqr ftustkn until liis fi»roitrite metsliM ivas carried. Ho 
was tberelbre obKgad to .pass «ver many ^. tbeir misdeeds* Tbejr 
were lad to fasiieveibat by the tneorporatioa 4)f InelaBKl witb Eagflaad 
a prepondevftting fewer would'tben reakain mth Ae Protestants 
of the Empire to crush the pretensions of the Catholics of Ireland, 
whilsfy en the other band, sanguine hopes were bold out to the 
Catholics^ that the Irish Asoendan<7 faction wwild be deprfv^'by 
the Union of their power to resist the just claims of the Catholk 
body. Thus was one party played off af aiast the other, wntif the 
penrioidal aMa^uietof redueiog Ireland <o a pro^^nco' was carried. 

Oil the l&tb of Febr4iary« 1800^ Peliiions were preeantad la 
|bQ Irish Parliament from different Counties in Ireland^ against a 
Legislative Union with Great Britain. On thp introdaetiao 'of 
one from the Kin^*s County, Sir Laurence Parsons took occasion 
|0 state to the House, that Major Rogers^ who commanded at 
Birr, having been informed that (here was an intention of assem. 
bling the freeholders and inhabitants of that County, to delTberate 
on the propriety <tt petitioning Parliament against the*'' Union, the 
Mdjor said he would disperse the meeting by force If they attemp'v 
ed to meet, that he had applied to and received directions from 
Government to do so; and on* (he fuUowing Sunday, whilst ana* 
merousbodyo^ Magistrates and freeholders ( amongst whom was 
Coloncft Lloydi member fortbe County were assembled, Hr« Yer* 
ney Darby, the High Sheriff ordered them to disperse ; they 
however pasaed their resolutions hastily, and on preparing io de- 
|>art» they saw M^jor Rpgers advanciuig at the head of a column of 
;traop$ with four pieces of cannon in front with watches ttghledy and 
when he came up he declared that had they conliniied.sittingfae Kould 
require but one word from the Higb Sheriff, to blow (hem to atoms. 
These were the dreadful mesaures said Btr Laanence Farsons, by 
which Government endeavoured to force Ike Dnioa upon ihe peo- 
pie of Ireland, by stifling their sentimenis, and drageomog 
them ipto su])mission ; he then proposed two reaolutions to the 
House of tho t^>i|ovving effect :«^lst, that to pievent by military 



Ibrce thd ftoehoUefS of aajr Crmaty from vM^g «» f>eti<bn Pat^ 
ImnwM Is a ^ow vMatiMi of llw pmil^ee of liie fiottsei and a 
fiiibversioii of Ae Coftstitv^km. M. That tem&y Darby, Btq* 
and Mfl^r Rogers 4» aMaiicl at the Bftr of tiie House on WediiM* 
4ay nevt. As an aekaswrMI^ tmlsm) Siy LauraMO withdrew 
hk #rst f eadlotioiiy and Ibe second passed maoiinottiAjr* .Kothiagr 
bovroTa^ appears 40 4iai»e been done «pon It. Many sini]lar at« 
(Offipis were mado 4o {wt down public meetings tbtoagbont Ireland^ 
wbidi. with the aid ^of IbrHmpj and tretcbeiy soon efeeted the 4e- 
strod 4>bjeot of 4i04«cing her to ^a pvcrrlnce. 

Th^ measure having jpassj^d both Ilpuaes, two of ils maiqr balofol 
and demoralizing attendants soon followed in the cobpensatjon to 
Borough proprietors* The entwrmousisum of onemilJioa two hnndred 
and skty thousand |K)vnd9 w^as Tx>t^ to tbemM the avcrag;e rate 
of fifteen t jioiiaaupid pounds lo each* Thiff (to be sure was a public 
j]iarliaoientary actjbut oonld the people only Juiow the amaimft 
stquandered m^p^yU^ tHribery» U#tQge|l}i«r wotdd { am spM be 
beyond ordinary ^caloiiIatioD^ aqdall wrong io tases front an aau 
^lavad^ iippov^wbed* and id^fraded poopk» 

' The incontestible proofs 1 have adduced of the cruelty and in« 
Justice practised for some years in the Goverment of Ireland miul^ 
Ithihk^ convince every impartial reader that there was sopie 
more weighty motive at bottom than the.mere continaation of the 
long-tetablished maxim of divide et impera, aud that iho acconir 
|)lishment of Ireland's complete pro&tration at the feet and mercj 
of England by the Union, was the grand motive and the unjust 
object sought to be attained, and that by bribery^ treachery, aa4 
Llood. For the last thirty-two years every means ha^ been adopt.* 
ed by successive English Ministers to consolidato this Union, not 
hy a reciprocity of advantage but byconstantencroachments on Ire- 
land's rights, even in the veiy Articles of the Union, some of which 
have been most shamefully violated 5 every thing has been done 
to increase Eoglish intereat and power to the manifest weakening 
and degradation of Ireland, so as it might be naturally expected she 
should be incapacitated from making any struggle for regaining 
her plundered rights ; but AJl-wise Providence that permitted her 
to suffer a long night of slavery, persecution^ and injnstice, seems 
at length to smile on her^ and to stretch its omnipotent arm to lift 



934 



Inf \ip 0bbe mote td the rank^of u natioD.. -She hi» but^^trn bet 
fifoins ; tbejr ar^ daily faUing oae by one froni her long maa^^cleS 
Jjmlls, and she now begins to stride with majestic pride and power* 
like 'a giai»C refreshed, ready to tell Bngland no longer shall I i)e 
jroQ^ islaire— fesfor# me my rights--le| me have a. fair nsdprocity 
in trad^y cpmroerc^» and agriculture secured to roe, and protected 
hy native representatives legislating at home «nder the eyes and 
jlontroiil pf the people, who will henceforward he more walchful of 
l^ir qwn int^restfh-:-then yoq may rely <fn the eerdialMippoKt of 
my arm in the battle field,, aiid. my j^i^rse to aiypprt tbe^Ust eaiU 
gencies of the Empire governed by one King and eqnal laws. If 
W Irish' people vrovM only come forward like Christians and pa« 
triotSy and 8a:ct'rfice long encouraged and mistakenly cherished 
prejudices (the great bane of Ireland^on the altar of their country, 
'and boldly and unanimously petition for a Repeal of the Union, 
^ngfland would see the folly of resistance— the thing would be 
Quietly granted — the thinking people of England, whose eyes are 
«t length opened te the injustice -so long practised towards Ireland, 
jveuld I am sure join in the call. Not only their love of justice 
but their private interest woi|ld impel tliem to it, for they begin te 
ask loudly why should we be cruelly. taxed for keeplqg up a gseat 
Standing army to resist the Just claims of our enslaved nei^hbours^ 
They win not continue to suffer it — they will also join in the exr 
tinclion of tithes and other unrieasonabte demands, and. thus bjr 
Ihe union of the people of England and Ireland in obtaining justice 
tor all, will be established a real union of heart, strength, and de^ 
termiiiation to stand or fall together, so . as to secure peace an(} 
iiappiness to those countries, and not only to command the respect 
t)f, but to bid defiance to the other powers of Europe io any atr 
nempt they may ever presume to make on the rights x)r liberties of 
the British Empire. The approaching elections give the people 
■an opportunity whidi they should anxiously embrace, to return 
toembers friendly to a Repeal of the Union wherever there is suffi- 
%>ent strength to do it, and eligible candidates to come forward; 
but the risk of enemies to the people^s rights coming in by a 
t^ivisioaof Uie liberal interest, should be carefully guarded agaiust« 
We have had Representatives who voted honestly on all national 
tquestions, and whose minds may not be entirely made up to the 
support of Repeal at this moment^ but who may nevertheless^ when 
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the public voice becomes stronger, come round. I certainljr 
would be cautious how I gave Conservatives who may merely pro- 
mise to support Repeal &nd yet vote for every other obnoxious 
measure, an opportunity to step into their places. How justly 
have we heretofore censured men, who to secure their return to 
Parliament, promised to support Catholic Emancipation, yet with 
this exception were found in the Ministerial ranks on every ob« 
noxious question. 



APPENDIX. 



TRIAL 

OF 



mMMMmmm 

Before a Coiift*m»tijil^ held ia the town of Wexford^ wHicb 
CfUmiitfenced the 5th daj of Jd j, 1709; «ih1 cdbtiaded for loiir* 
teen days, aod composed of the following^ Nembers :-^ 

PliESmBNTl 

COmA VeSBir,> JHhliu Cduity Militia. 
JUDOE-^Df^OGATB, 
CNoacllok: LYSTER» Lieatena^ of Ogla^s Blu^. 
Major JURB, of the Midlotbi^' Cavak/. 
Major JONES, of the 0abHn Coaa^ Mtiitfa. 
Cat»t«Hn LINDSAY, of tb€( Arttll<»r|r; 
Captain FERGUSair^ df tbcf Midiothito Cavdry, 
Captain BR ABA20N, of Hie OiiAlin dAmt^ Miliiia, 
tib'PHfiPOE^ of the DiHitin Ckmpiy Militia. 
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CHABGfiiS; 

JtV«/— For being a GeneraUCobnel, Major, oi^ Captain ifa tfaa 
Rebbl Army fittrin^ tba kte BebeHioiD. 

Asefnii/^— For heubi preseit af the Mii^rof John Glil, oii Vine,* 
£^ar Hill, on the 20th of May, 1706. 

MiiWARD HA^PTOA Sff^Otilff. 

What religion are you' of ? f am a Proteat^iif. 

Do you know the prisoner ? i do for seireral yeitrs. 

Did you see the prisoner In the rebellion ; relate where, atid 
what ym saw of Milcoijidiict ? 1 saw bini at Carrtgburn Camp • 
aaw tiiin oliea' al^iying'io prevent murder from being comoiltfed, 
atfd^li^tAltl^beafd hiM ordftr^t noman i^ouldbe killed in cold 
UMd, aiMl tfh^ayb li^at'd that he preveuiM muMer to tbe beit of 

20 
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I 

Did you ever go from Carrigbtirn with a party to Old Rtoss, 
and under whose command did you consider yourself ? I did go 
with a party to Old Hoss, ar^ c^onsidered myself under the prison- 
er's command. 

Did you know the business you were gofng on ? I did not. 

Was the Church at Old > Roes biirned by that party on that day > 
It was, ^ , 

By whose iH'ders was it burned ^ I cannot tell by whose orders, 
it was burnetl. 

Did /ou bear' the prisomer. give any orders to have it bornefr\^ 
1 iid not ; bul 1 hbard it 'said in th« cnimid that It ought to be 
burned. 

Did you hea'r it saiv.\ Tirheii the Chtirch was on fire, ihat the 
DeviPs house was ^^n ^e ? I didi |;>ut d&o^i know by whom. 

DonU you believe it was s£iid by tbe (Prisoner ? I can't say 
who said it, as there was a greal crowd on the road hear the 
Church when it was said. 

Did you bear the prisoner tiiat day givedrders to burn any 
other houses ? I did hear liini say that anoth«p boused should h& 
burned, bat don^t know whose* house it was^ • . ' 

Who ordered yon. frotn Oarrigbuni'to Old Ross ? I can't re- 
collect, any person in ^arti€alar,ib'iirt y^as ordered, by several. 

Did the prisoner order you ? I believe he did; 

When you came to Old Ross/ 4id any person give you any or- 
ders? There did not. . ':.:'' • 

Did you hear the prisoner 'say thy* mov^' tbfltn what you hav4 
related on that day &t Old Ross? I beard ^ra' eay, hedidtiot 
know the good from the bad. .' , . . ; ; i ' . . ^ • . 
ProsecutivH adjourned, and resumed the Sth oj^ Jul^^ 

RICHARD GAIN FORD, SWORJV. 

Are you a Prote^ant ? ; 1 am. 

Do you '-know 'the prisoner ? 1 do. 
; Whtare- were you on Whitsun-Mpaday ? Atlhoaie; 
. Relate what yoii have seefn pas?on.tliat day ? Ou Wliitsun«<'Moi»*' 
day» 1798, a parly of Rebels came to Mosglass; near (0 tliefif«0B^ 
or'shouse^ and.took Mr. 'J»faA Gill, IsaajQ^igley, his S09»aad other 
prisoners, and kept them that night. They marched, to the I-€a|v. 
next morning, where I saw the priaoner and a large party of Re- 
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bels, and iVf r. Thomas Devereux, who ordered a ring; to be made 
near a g^rel-hole, and ordered myself and all tlie' other .prisoners 
to prepare for death. An order caAie immediately after to brin^ 
them to Vinegar Hill. The* whole par tj' marched 'off directly. 
Saw the prisoner on horseback on the- march, sometimes before 
and* somiBtimes behind the' party. When we got opposite Mr. 
Swideoey's house in Templeshahnob, William nantoti,' of Calm, 
was dragged out of therahks and killed. Does not know whe- 
ther by some of the same party that went with him or 
others. The remainder of (he prisoners were then brought up to 
Vinegar Hill and put into the windmill. In a few tnindtes after 
John Gill saw the prisoner near the door on horseback, and dp- 
pHed to him thre^ or tour times to save us. ' The prisoner ordered 
the gcH^d to let Gjll out. Gill did go out, aiid stood neaf the pri- 
soner about two minutes. Prisoner turned his horse as if going 
away. He was about three steps from the door* Gill was forced 
back by the Rebels abotit half-way Into the door, when word was 
given by some one unknown to witness to haul th^ Orange dog 
out^ Gill w^s then plucked out and immediately killed by a blo^w 
of a scythe which cut his throat. 

Where was the Prisonet whw Gill. was hauled forward apd put 
to death? Standing, on bis .bor$$ abolit Ihree orfo^r yards from 
the. door, ? ... 

If the prisoner ha^. said suiy/tbing, you must have heard him? 
I think I must. 

Pid be say any thing U^ save Gill's life ? I did not bear him. ^ 

Did the prisoner seem to have^tb^ command of the party ? He 
did, and was several times called Captain and sometimes General. 
J po you swear positively prisoner was .within three or four 
yards of GiR when be was murdered ? I do. 

How long did you remj^in in the windmiH after Gill was put t^. 
death? Until next morning. 

Did Gill die immediately on receiving the blow of the scythe? 
Qp being knocked down they ttialietted him on the head withsticks,^ 
and the butt-ends of muskets until be cringed, stretched himself 
out, and died. . ' , ' 

Was the prisoner present all this time ? He wa^, with his bj^ck 
turned to the door whiere the body lay. 

Could the prisoner hear the whole of this transaction ? I think 



he coaM n^t b«lp iff 

Wbea Uiep^isQper ^r^ftjis)^ ^ 9^1;^^ it ^ t^e: m^m? «>f 

^w Iwn, V>, hft «nwy/. m I "li?* V<^ «H*l tws ^1^ |ii«i,, an 
comm^ oieff.f^ hf^il^t ^e,tid<) «£, ^:fi!t«iii,9fiiiiiHV«(V«M. 

without youc ^eafjui^ him ? He.«u4 qotibiqjgr to pmea). t^ traj^ 

■0 ^eat ^ cn)w4. 

At the timojroi^ i}r^9 at, the ]^« 4dy9Khi>^:die pwcwer sine 
any mden. to, put th^ loyalj^ t» ^f^ ?. I, htw^ t|i9. pwflii4D4r4«[ 

a i^rijf to he i^ade a( the cD^i^i^ndf > »nd.tbe If^jtlista to pBy>m 
. £sr death. 

What parisb dM Cill Ure in ? TmnplesRaDbo. 
IVhat parkli did the^ other mefttiffto' were taken Uve m? The 
same. 

Db.youbdievea manof tbenaiwe ofSly wad taken prober 
along with yoOy ami was ke bnnii^lo J&i&isGor^y ? I do knoW 
he was taken prisoner ; he was brother-in-law to Hanton^ wtilo Vftta 
kiUed ; LbelieFe be was infir4i^ie4'Wilk me to Amkco^hy* 

Did,}ou mean lo say Gill was struck on hisb^ng'plucked 
out of 'the mitti' Tbehawlwbicfa putted^ Wm out- was scarcely 
£r£ttn his bat^aU before, tiie 8cytii» took binv* 
]Mdjyaau.ever;gttv».a«y iaiisniiaiion-beforoany magistrate abont the 
q^^^er^off Qiil htttlHr. Jacob ?> I neyer did ; I ne^er mentioned 
any thing with regard)to.Mr. Cloiiey to any l^ody bul Mr.Jacohi 
a^d , %• %^mw$ who. hUma do jnstioe. 

When did you first mention the matter to MVi Turner ?^ h fbfnk 
h^% .Tbari^^f y qr, J^jris^r. 

A^hat hpuc^wAS^Gitt killed at ?. i cannot tell the time^ but to^ 
th^bf|9t ofipy knPWJedjie about Ibur or five o^Oock in the evening; 
it is hard for me to say, when I saw two friends murdered betoro 
n?e, both QiUs, 

What time passed betweeni,tl^,tii|^ 9IU ^ffi4i#. ^^M^^ Ql^wy. 
to p^^qt hinf, an4 th^ tj^p^^^. ^p^ \^l\e^.? ix^wf ^i i Mbi»*^ 
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Did you before the rebelUun Mge M^Alal^H^ arg*stMI jmit 
fatll«i&«t bnlh^ wmA foi ivhat aibncd^ I Aev«|i ^M. 

DoqH you believe tba rtlwtft ofkas nm^r^ iii«a k^ spiitt o# 
UMii>lead^ra9 i aeifev aB#ft ; i c ttrw i it a»wai the qgw rf l oith 

WhWiWyj^Ji^ «iQ|}^ Ulkd^dUyou mi i ditila ibrmcdl pMv»oii« 
to tbetr execution ? I did generatlyy but there was no circle focnedl 

JAMES GAfNFOUD, SJfVORN. 

Are you a Protestant ? I am. 
Do you know the prisoner ? I d»% 

Were you brought a prjl^qn^ic bj^ th^ip^jl)!^ on Whitsun^Tuesday 
rooming to Vinegar.bitI ? I wasalong with John Gill, my br«« 

Aidi}«Mi^Ma lli# piiisoae»«» Kfbe^iwHitt «fr WHilsMii^TVlesdfety? 
I did 3 t saiv hfiih on hjO]^b(^c1t- a^ thQ.fi;opjt of Ihe wibdiault door ; 
he looked in, and seemed to take great notice. 

ENtsh ^ny per^n caJt' out that GiH* was kitted'^ JM^; b^otiTer 
tiiovdi over to me, aatd* «oM me that 6 ill y as kilt^. 

ZHi^yousee'thepridobar'attbat time?* Itbt after my bi^tber 
spoke to me. 

fKti^ott see^Si^&fteriirafds^ I £(aw hith t^ing^ dead abQut an 
hour after my. brother s'ptrke to me* 

Ht>w*lbn^ beibre GHI was kiHfed*; was it you saw the prisoner ? 
A Tery«sinali time. 
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Ar^ ]^fiiU.a).piivaf#tiotMfi. A/cbUlaMthcQUftdtto^ 

Have yovrelaM. ail JPM.Kj9P,W,^p}U3tM C\Qf\^^v^UXm tp.. 
the .murderyof Gill? th^ye^. eK;ce|5t. i\^^%, lj\)hK k^, mght^ haff»r 
sav^ .QilU. 

What rea^p^hav^yoii ^.t^nkipgaft.?. JJ^au^ltJifliightbiin, 
a^cion^ni^p^Wg. Qffii^%, 

Wqtq yQ«.tnkep.j»-i^nei; with.ycww,ljrfljhjer oq. W-hitolW-Mw?* 
day> |R^ i^axcji^^ w^th bi?^ to. Yiiji^^ JltU ? I. vi;^ ^nd i^^roh^. 
with l|iiyi, apd qfi^vr Iq^^isteJp, V, iopgagr^H^U. on, tbft ^Jaj*. 

Don't, yqu. b^Ucyo; t}^, r^be}^ oftemmja^d^i^.lQj^ill; niw, withpul 
command from their leaders, and.often in spite of them ? 1 do be* 
lieve undoubtedly they might do so. 
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Did your brother ever cdrnplain to you of prisoner's condiiet 
with regard to Gill ? Not as I ktiow of. 

Do you recollect one Sly being tiiken prisoner, and marched 
With you to Vinegar Hill? I do recollect it. / 

Was there one John StUman marched along with you, and con- 
fined in the windmill ? I don't recollect to h|ive seen him at that 
thne. 

Did yon see the prisoner on the march -to Vinegaar Hill ? I did 
not see him at 9II until 1 got to Vinegar Hill. . ? 

ProsectUion Closed^ 



FIRST DEFENCE. 

,Cap^ of Defence drawn up hy Counsellor Peter Bt^rroweSy and 

delivered to the €qurt»martial by wkirk Thomas Cloney was 

tried in July^ 1799, the Defence having b&enjirsi 

readto the Court by the Prisoner. 

Before the Rebellion broke out in Wexford, I never harboured 
a revolutionary sentiment. Possessing a property superior to my 
wants^ and educated in habits of industry, political subjects scarce 
ever occupied my mind, and I was perfectly contented with 
those laws and that Constitution finder which I fdt myself prosper- 
ous and protected. I defy the mps^t active scrutiny to discover 
any word or act ot mine to denote that I wad a political agitator, 
or at all concerned in any of those associations from whence pnnci« 
pally the rebellion sprung. Suddenly and unexpectedly I foun^ the 
whole country in arms-— his Majesty's government as it were dis- 
solved, and almost the entire of this county in the possession of the 
rebels. I was informed, and the scenes I witnessed rendered the in* 
fdrmation credible, that the rebel arniy was every where triumphant 
and that even the Capital was in their possession*' Revolution 
appeared to me to be inevitable and almost already to have taken 
place. However absurd and ridiculous experience has proved 
such an opinion to have been, it was entertained by many loyal 
men of this County, who were much wiser and better informed 
than Iwas. Surrounded as I was on every side by armed and in- 
furiate rebels, I had no option but to lead or to follow. Numerous 
are the loyal inhabitants of this County who have reason to exult 
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that I accepted Ih at lead of which the idfluence of my property 
gave nie an opth)n. ~ I assert it cotifidently £fnd solemnly that I 
hazarded my life ten times in resKraining cold-blooded assassins, 
and preserving* unarm^ loya)ists» whom accident subjected to 
their power^ fur once I risked it in battle. 

When Wexford was retaken and (he rebellion subdued, I well 
knew that my life was forfeited; and that' if I were rmmediateljr 
taken in^ claims to mercy would-be disregarded ; that, oifended 
justice and state necessity would, justifiably require and exact an 
instant 3ac?ifice« In thi& exigency I reaped the fruits of my active 
and zealous human! ty. The gratitude of protected loyalists fsxif 
litated my escape and concealment. I firmly believe there w^ 
scarcely » loyal man who witnessed my conduct, duriag the rebeir 
.lion, or beard it truly related, who would have been active to disr- 
cover or arrest me. la my concealment I learned that many of 
those who were said to have originally planned amd fomented the 
rebellion had been executed. That the humanity oPa merciful Go- 
vernment began to distinguish degrees qf guilt— that Proclamations 
offering mercy and protection to deluded and repentant rebdsbad 
been issued. Even though a Rebel Leader I conceived that I was 
at least within the spirit of those Proclamations, and being conscipus 
that my guilt was not aggravated by any wicked or pialignant act^ 
I resolved to throw. myself upon the mercy of Government. I accord- 
ingly conunuuicated my situation and intention to Captain Robln^ 
son, of the South Cork Militia, who will attend and prove thai 
through bis mediation I surrendered myself to General Grose 
about the first of August last, by whose orders I was confiqed a 
close prisoner in Enniscorthy until he fully investigated what had 
been my conduct, and maturely weighed my claims to mei^ey*— » 
Upon the I6lh of Augui^t, General Hunter executed a pAjm Difhicb 
truly recites that ] confessed myself to have be^n a Rebel Leader, 
expressed my contrition, and to^k the oath of allegiance, and by 
which he granted protection, and, as I conceived, pardon. 

Being so protected and pardoned, I resided in the town of En- 
niscorthy from thenee.to the 25th March, and lived in a cordial 
intercourse with most of the loyal iubabitants of that town, wbiql) 
considering that, I am a Rom^n Catholic, and the feeling wbicb 
predominates there, could not have happened had not my conduct 
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diiripg the rebellion been nottoriousljr and emioontly distinguisfiable 

/rom that of others who toek an active part in it. 

Ahdfit the25tk !ffMrc& hsrt» I H^fMifM to thy ^i<i^htmsd» #f. 
Ihin a fbH" ftiit^ of BdtiHM^drthy, WlUife I r^KM imill ffid 8A df 
May, when I was arrestetf, iA (ibft^eqitefat;^ df Hiffn'nikifott a^orh 
before Archibald Jaeol^ Es^^ by pne WilUam Breenj that 1 had 
be^n concesned in t|ie murder of una Oroahie. 

Vpdtf tiffd iiy(t»^^ioti 1 Wd» lodg^ ift IKM, dfiflbf d MMffiKM 
tfetkvgr the «bdV« dHif ge krid ii^ite bftef . I Mtanl^/ iMidted tk» 
be Hfed,atfd ft« ]^^<f^ diT ih^ ^tinM^&^ ^Mi(e«. f ^p^Ktate 
l!^ltotMti#ftbt&C(rtfftn(ftto?tf^»}riediM itpdh ^iMIbt 

fir jTiiig^ Me tn t^d ti^ cAar«1^» tit iWicK t W&i Tt6i ^MM oV 
d^Mf)i«d, Mtfdtidfflfttgtb t^y i\if6 vtpati ih^' charge ii^ WUtfb't 
trtt^ CbniAiiA^. {fdt having &cM giveri FA cb^j^ t<y yotr iBr A^ 
Mulkf^Df 4?rd&trt^,jfoti|)MfJ6yiyd¥i$ri^lbdtaiyi^«^^^ to'B^ffiM 
ibf th'er crim^ ag'ddn^ ^i^ht^i I ()^-^tk*tlfaf f^ (^i^^atbd M;f SbK ffdw. 
«V9rit b-e^dm^'a hede^ary j^r^ of m^ deTeiic^ to s1al6 tB^ iiatu)^^ 
of thatt tlj&tg^, and wb^ ft was postpbn^ ;' ancf if t tm pcrmrtteS 
t A'tfH e^tdbttstf Aiy sl'afemeii^ by evidence* t foudd (haf certain 
j5f tny (etKSsiiiti dfVSilfn^ (hemsetves of my known cnminalhy in eb- 
gttgfflgib'Cfie r^bellfdn, alYhoujgfh perfectly aHie, woiild nof pay 
flMifretttisr. 1 ^arradVi&edlSy'dauildus m<indS to su^n r6 the 
itttp(Mftft>n', bttf 1 dtedflAfied rf. 1 itHii^ H^ t&tdMd, afatf !Mi^ 
ittedtaiely ^t^thhlaftibtis' wei^ pr^^^ d^iiM liter by Wifi^atd 
Bii^nr, stdp^tf'of oiie of thkn); fUr l^'iliU^dbi^<^ ^fth^W'Ct^^dhte, 
H I am idfoWed 1 ^baflprOVd itiat ttth /odtagr offtirtr, «trb ae^tt^^d 
me^ wa^fiTedhbed 6y itifluietieif ^dd ititirMridatmn; td* ^^ftr HbtA^d 
eiLftmllltatidtik. tth nioth^t will atteridl if ti^es^afry, b^fM yoti, 
taftttVetfifat'hersdniii^idtfeKottse ii^ hi!r Iip6ky (he i^Htil^ 
dAyi»p6tt#ftiiKli^{Jh^^*6waii^iht]Y«l^^ sblM^te'ediild^ tiMf mr4 
UmWikiA&fket t^ #riieh helia^ ^dfiK 

That smee bii exammations he has been in a state of misery and 
remorse ; that he acknowledged the untruth and ipjastica of his 
ki&ri^fiiMii^ aiid«blr(Ais6di]Mea't^^V6id^tHedi8^i^d0eif apiil^ic 
inveMig^aftior}. If tbid^fortn^of fonr ptbetSeAitt^U had pieffmitfed 
ine to- enter at tti6 ^dfnir^meihto toy defeticd agfaicTst all'the cbarges 
ngzioki^e, 1 wdnAI!^ftfaviDid&dtt^^i6}u»yatid^l6ds ooui^qu^m' 
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on repeatodiMAiceSr and am roaviMei jnu wo/tM bare beeiv en- 
aliM to A>rm ji belter judgment upon the whole. I shall now mkh 
hvmMHy duWnit t<f yoti wbtt I htv^ tn sajr reMhre to Hhe two 
diarges upon whick I wat tried. Tliaird ailreadf ax;kaewledged 
mj g«tit a* a Fiebel Leader ; 1 aeknewledge thai mj oaae is «i 
excelled case in the iMJeoiDily rndt^ and that I eaaiiot dTail myaelf 
of it ; hv^ I sdboilty that if no eiieh act ever passed, I shouU be 
eottiideied aa pavdeaed and absolved fraaa the gvilt of tfeasoti and 
Kfliaiiaa; if tbis beso» surely an act of graoe ami obttviop, esu 
toDdingltsbsawyoieeAiftflu^aeeto wbeleelnesea, emctieg aonew 
gaiilfMr pomahanenl, and meirely rogillatbif tbe tewaia upon which 
and the objacte to which it should be esiteoded, mi^99 can be eon^ 
sttned to annid a pardon ptenously granl^^ As a Re^l Leader^ 
I coaceif e tkot I am expresalx pardoned ; aa a nswrdef fr, if I am 
guiitrt Id ne be fainisbcdt btit let me be jtidged,i -as I am confi- 
denel sMI be judfred, without pttjudik^ To pmi^ tbia ^harge^ 
t we ^ritneeses bave bedtt ftcamined ; Rithard Cbdaferd ie Ae evljT 
w^toese who ha* sween to any tbing agaiwit nm, bis brocket Jaaiea 
Oati^MI doee not ewrrobofHits^ be ia^alidatee and ianpewliee bis 
evWenee, abd 1 sboatd hope, even aa the e^idenee stands, I eho«ld 
be acqnkted. It baa ever been a greand %o mofett the tenth of an 
af cnga<Sott, Hiat it baa net been recently made. There netor was 
a case inwblcb it was less likely that snek a $ecf et ahonld be leeked 
wp iW th<^besom of such a mati aa Rkbard Gmford. Can it be 
crediled that be woaW conceal w^ deadly a eharge for a whaie jm\ 
of it were true against a Pkpfet Leader, who had so inhniqaiify 
inof dteretf bis h^etestaiit friend aad reiatieny awarely bacanse be trns 
n Pfotesfant, aiwf that aWiong^i he resided tor moy montha in the 
satne towti wRb me, and fired wKbte a few deora <^ Ike nearesi re- 
lations to the deceased man ; can It be credited that be wewU ae^, 
in so long a thae, mention even to We brother the horrid part be 
s'vears he saw roe tate, and ' has reftited so circoiwteii- 
'tiafly, yet yen have the oaths of Uie two Gainfords tbeifie«1v#s, 
that he neVer mentioned it? It seems the horrW serrH was 
reserved to be commanicated ia Mr. ArehibaM Jacob, after I 
was taken up, and after il ajppeared that tbe fifeti attempt on my 
life must prove abortive. 

But 1 implore 5'ou to compare his evidence with that of his bro- 
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tii€r, Jttlnet Odiofovd, and see'wiiether tbe^atter d'oeb Hot destroy 
the former. THej were arrosted together on Monday evening ;. 
tliey were narelied together on Tuesday, by the Leap to EiaU- 
corthy, and confined in the Wiodmill on Vinegar Hill. The only 
circumstance in which James Gainford concurs with his brother, 
is one whieb is perfectly cooeistent with my total innocence— < 
namely y that he saw me look attentively in at tbe Windmill, some 
time before Gill was murdered. Bui he is totally unacquainted 
with any other circumstance related by h» brother. Can it bo 
possible that the narrative of Richard Gainford eeuid be true, 
and that no part of what he has stated sbonM be seen or neticecl 
by James Gainfofd, who accompanied him. Trivial circumstances' 
night btrike the mind of ime man, and escape that of another ; 
but surely tbe part which Richard Gainford represenlsme to have 
acted, was so striking aad conspicuous, that if k took place it 
vmnst have been noticed by ali.the prisoners. Could I hftve 
been attending and regulating the march ef the prisonersy 'a eon- 
apicnous figure on horseback during the whole way, sometimes 
befive and sometimes behind, consequently sometimes alongside 
the parly, as represented by Richard Gainford, without being 
at all seen by his brother, as he has sworn ? Could I have ordered 
a ring to be made at the Gravel-pit, and could such ring be 
made for the horrid purpose of murdering tbe prisoners, and 
could I have commanded them to prepare for death, without James 
Gainford having seen or heard any part of this proceeding?— 
Bnt, Gentlemen, you will find that James Gainford was not the 
only person amongst the prisoners, upon that march, and at the 
Windmill, who can contradict tbe narrative of Richard Gainford. 
The providence of God, which always overtakes a murderer, has 
here interfered to prevent murder being falsely imputed to an inno- 
cent man. Three Protestant loyalists, who were prisoners in the 
Windpaill that day,, fortunately survive the detestable butcheries 
of that banditliy whom 1- ahhor as much as any man, to preserve 
the life of an innocent man, though he differs from them in reli- 
gion. They will all contradict tbe testimony of Richard Gainford. 
Two of them were eye-witnesses of the murder, and will depose 
that if I was present they must have seen me. In addition to this, 
as long as the Court will indulge me, 1 will produce the oiost res^ 
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peetable Protestant witnesses to my general character for humanity, 
and to the repeated hazards of my life which 1 encountered, to 
prevent the effusion of innocent blood. The state of the question 
then, as to the charge of murdering Gill, amounts to this— no 
attempt has been made to prove previous malice towards that un« 
happy raan« Such an act is repugnant to the whole tenor of my 
character and conduct, during the rebellion towards, others. It 

« - « - 

IS sworn to by a sungle ^tness of low aituation in life ; tha.t witness 
comes forward under the most suspicious circumstances, wlth^ 
every motive to divulge and punish my guilt -, he has aot even 
mentioned it to a human being for a whole year ; he h contra- 
dieted by his brother, who is produced against me, in every essen- 
tial circumstance. He is contradicted by two other eye-witoessea 
of the fact, whose feelings must be persumed to be at war with 
any man guilty of such a -crime. Under such circumstances, .am 
^ presumptuous in rely ins that the enlightened and unprejudiced 
tribunal before which 1 am tried, will never, upon such evidence, 
pronounce a sentence which ought not to be pronounced, when 
there is any doubt of guilt, and that that illustrious Nobleman, 
^ho 1 know will condescend to peruse the defence of even so in- 
jsignificant a man, will continue to me that life which 1 owe to his • 
clemency, and enable me to repair the lapse of an infatuated inp« 
jfaent, by years of active gratitude and zealous loyalty. 



FIRST WITNESS FOR PRISONER. 
EDWAMD HAMPTON, SWORN. 

What is your religion? A Pratestant,-bred^ bom and reared. 

Were you a prisoner with the rebels on Vinegar Hill when 
John Gill was killed ? I was. 

Did you see him killed ? 1 did. 
' Did you see prisoner there ? 1 did not. 

How near were you to Gill when he was killed? 1 was with- 
in three yards of Gill when he was ki^ed. 1 was on my kneesjK 
to be killed — 1 looked round for somebody to save me, and had 
'the prisoner been there 1 must have seen him. 1 was so near 
Gill when he was killed that his blood spouted on me. 

K^late Hie manner Gill was killed ? He was taken out by twa 
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lAen, and just as he got to the door a man struck him ahont the 
heck with a weapon which 1 believe Was a pik6. He bled fmieb, 
fell on his knees or hip, and in a few minutes after, witness was 
brought out and placed upon his knees, withh) two yards of GiR. 
Immediately after 1 saw GiII struck withi scythe blade about the 
throat, and he fell instantly and fieS ; saw several pikes drove 
into his body. 

Bid you bear any body call CMU <>qI M ^id not bear httti called 
out by ttny person. 

H^en Gtn Was murdered, did yon see imen on bi)rsc%^nck, tmd 
did you know any ofihem? I did see sumo on horseback. 

Could the Prisonc^r be tiiere on horseback with his badt turticd 
to you, without your knowing him? He could not as I know him 
these twenty years* 
Was Richard Gainford a prisoner with you? He was. 
How near was he to tKtt when he was killed ? About tWd ct 
th ree yards, he could not be morb. 

Did you hear Gill or Gainford call to any one to save ttiem? I 
did not. They might have done so. 

Were you brought to the windmill with any oAer petSon? 1 
was hrought alone. Gill and the Gainfords Were there before 
me. 

What time was Gill killed ? It Was after twelve e'Cloek. t 
cannot exactly tell ; I think between three and four o*Ck>ck. 

Were you acting with the rebels at Old Ross, and when ? 1 
was the Saturday after GlIl^s death. 

When did ytta leave. Vinegar MU} On the evening Gill was 
killed* about £ve e'clMk. 

Dow 4i4 yengfst el^er ^ben ei| jeur kaeos? A nan of the 
name of Farrell got me clear, and got me a iKKsfnua Laeey, ef 
EnnisccHrthy, 

Were the doors pf the winihull hapi ebut ? There waa eo ^bor 
. to it. 

1^1 jeu erer give iniNwation 4>f GiU'b death ? I never gave 
'informatioDy bat I told several^ 

Were yeu asked by any person in thia town lately what yen 
knew of GiU'a deaih ? 1 toU several what 1 knew. 

Did Mr. Turnor ask yo« way thing of Giira doadi ? 1 de not 
recollect he did. If he did, 1 told him the truth, the same 1 told 
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tl)c Court. 1 remember ht quMioned M« ali<Mit €Bt) Rob; 

What rfay did jrou sjjiyak to C>ot»«sdK>!r learner ^ Ld9t Tweidiiy. 

When dUI yoQ spcbk It) C^nddtor B«irr6^»«ft f* Thisd«j« 

Did you not tell Mr. Turner you knew noiliilig of Giii*siieaih ? 
1 noMT ^itnk I yeeoH«M 1 ^\d Alt. 'famcv of GiH^i ttt^ath; if 1 
said 1 didfiof know any lliio«;<a| it, 1 hham 1 lid tkMknvir uM 
killed Mm. 

When Mr. T&fner sakfii ymi tLbmt Qtl!, 4id you llilQk 11 «as 
to knaiw in/tiethBr Mt. Cloney was ctjfieerned in %ts iirarder ? 1 dW« 

Why did you not tell Mr. Turner 'what you knew <>f Bff. Clo^ 
tiey not being there ? 1 did not diink it material as 1 did tfot 
know who killed him. 

Would you hare "known the prisofmr tf hfc batk wte t» ywi ?— 

1 would have known him. 1 knuW him twenty yeats, and was 

born within two mites of him. 
* 

JEdwarA Sltfj Sworn, 

Are you a Protestant ? 1 am. 

Were you taken prisoQcr tba s'arpe eveniojf with Richard XisiiU 
ford ? 1 was* 

Did you accompany Richard Gainford and the other prisoners 
to EnBisccf tbjr ? . . 1 did« . 

Did you bear ai the 1-eap or. any where of an order being given 
to you and the other loyalists to prepare for death } 1 did not. 

Wlienyoii and the other 4)risoner8 were conducted to Ennis- 
corthy, did you see prisoner at all on the march ? Not to my 
kaowledgie'; 1 did not. 

Did you see the prisoner on Vinegar Bill when QUI was mur- 
dered ? 1 did nft. 

Were you under any apprehension, upon your march, of being 
put to death, and^wbat did you conceive was to be done ^vitfl 
you ? 1 did not tbink 1 was to be put to death until 1 went to 
Yinegar Hil^l tbongbt they took me to do as they did them- 
selves. 

Did th^jr burn your house ?. They did. 

Were you at the Leap on Wbitsun-Tnesday, and did ji)U see 
a riiv formed^ or hear an order given to the Protestants to pre^ 
pare for death ? 1 did not see a ring formed, or hear any orders 
giv^n to any person for that purpose. 

How near were you to Gainford at the Leap ? Within at?out 
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two perch^ «->l was not farther from him. 

Could aoyordera be given which Gainford might have beard, 
and you not have heard ? A man at fourteen yards distance might 
hear orders I might not. 

Were the Protestants marehed as prisoaera from the Leap to 
Vinegar Hill ? 1 saw every one go from the IfOap as lliey pleas-» 
ed^ the same as I did myself^l saw no one lay hold of t|i(»B. 

Did yon see any one eqpmnand tliat party ? I saw no one have 
more command than another, except those who were taken, that 
could not do so much as the rest. 

How near were you to Gill when he was taken out? Within 
about three yards. 

, Was any person nearer Gill than you were ? There were a 
great many. 

Did you see Gainford in the prison ? I did. 

Did you see him close to Gill ? 1 did. 

Was he near him the time he was dragged out ? 1 cannot tell 
whether he was so nigh him then. 

Do you know one Hampton ? 1 do ; he was in prison with me. 

Did you see him and Gill together ? To the best of my know- 
ledge, 1 did not. 

Was Hampton brought in the same tifne with you? He was 
put ip with me ; 1 was taken out before Hampton ; 1 left him be« 
hind me in the Windmill. 

Did you see any one else taken out besides Gill ? 1 saw Henry 
Hattpn, of Enniscorthy. 

^^ Could any one betaken out without your seeing him? Not 
whilst 1 was in the Windmill. 

Didyoaseeanyoneon horseback when Git! was killed? 1 

did. 
Did you see the prisoner ? No. 
What time were you released ? About one o'clock. 
What conditions were you released on ? On condition of join* 

ing the rebels. 

Were Hampton, Gill, Gainford, and you marched together 
from the Leap? Yes, we were. 

Did you know a man of the name of William Hanton ? He was 
my brother-in-law. 

Did you see him killed on that day ? No, 1 saw him walk 
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jato Mr. Lett's brewery with several otfaers-^never sa^ him after 
—heard next day he was killed. 

Did you go to Mass since the rebellion ? 1 did, sometimes— 
I lived near Killaughrim Wood^ and was afraid to go any where 
else, as 1 was told it would not be safe. 

Did any one promise you any thing for coming here ? Never. 

Did you ever bear the prisoner wish for murder? Never-—! 
always beard he desired the people not to kill any man in cold 
blood. 

John Biilman, 8woi», 

What religion are you of ? 1 am a Protestant. 
Were you a prisons at Vinegar Hill» on Whitsun-Tuesday, in 
the Windmill ? 1 was. 

Did you see Gill murdered ; and were you near him ? I saw 
the first stroke he got but did not see him expire* 

Did you see the prisoner on the Hill that day ? Not to my 
knowledge. 

Were you outside when Gill was murdered ? I was outside 
when he got the first stroke^ about a minu|e. 

Were you at the Leap with the prisoners you saw in the wind* 
mill on Whitsun-Tuesday ? 1 was« 

Did you hear any orders to make a ring at the Leap ? I did 
noil t 

Did you see the prisoner there ? I did not. 

What . did you see at the Leap ? 1 saw several Protestants 
there. 

Relate their names? I saw Isaac Rigley^ Sly, Hanton^and 
Gill. 

Did yon consider them as prisoners ? 1 did not* 

Did you march with them to Ennisoorthy, and did you see the 
prisoner on the march ? 1 did march with them to Enniscortby 
and d|d not see the prisoner on the march. 

When did you first consider yourself a prisoner ? When 1 
was pat into the windmill. 

Were all the Protestants together when they were ordered to 
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te taut ill t)u» wMmiU > . Wd wne nit togf^llier nt 6nK iiH drdet$ 
were given that all OrangctneD should bopiil in; we were <hen 
ett aelfleied and pat into the wMniiU. 

Wba went with you lata tiMt priteo ^ Ked Sljr» Joha GilU and 
some others. 

UoiT long were y^ ia f«iae« I^Sm% GiU wMi Uken oiil ? A!lou t 

Whit tiflio veie yoa ^t iolO'^ieoa • UkanM seven a'ckxcju . 

Hour long were you taken out before Gill ? About one milMtte ; 
when GiU ^^'as brought^ I eaw i^ aitiiiiirUkd him with a pike over 
tome mens^ shoulders in the neck. He fell on his knee or hip ; — 
he leaned his head against t%e wali» with his hand i9 the Wound, 
ihe.litood running through his ihigers. Tlie wound was on the 
dde of his head next the waiU 

AteycweertaHl (hewnuffd was oti thftC 8)de ? lam oivlaiit of it. 

What became Of ytm aAef ? A fKen^tviok me down Ike BfR and 
gave me some beer. I tetumed np- f/ht HIU i» hfttf-a»«hcHif and 
saw Gill lying dead. 

tHd ynn iee Oatefbrd la ptisoir? f do«r»t Ifliow,- l afdfnot 
know him at the time. 
* Do ymr koaw Bdfwfarrf Hdttiptofi .» 1 4> tier. 

Did yoir see any prisoners 4»»eti j^ht in a<ttf ywi ^ I saw iUmy 
Italton, fb«r^ Mi^ill he aiaajr e<iliere» 

How large is the prison ? About twelve feet square^ as Itear 
as I can guess. 

DiffyoH see the^ prisoner at IMlyg<lHlstew»4iimg ther^lieWon ? 
I saw him in a room in a publichouse* 

mat WAS be doittg ? W^Htag efr » paper. 

Do you know what he was writing ? No. 

Did you evif giv« iny miMrmidqa befiora a Magiatiale a^linst 
Ae prieeoer 7 iidHcL 1 eaw tiie pvl60iM>r write oft a. pieco of paper 
Md give (he paper te AbrabaM Barrett^ wiia eanMi tainy hoose. 
Barrett read the paper, which was a» etder (a take Wiliaai 
EagCtH and Jaaiea TasatUa to Enaasaofthy ta staad gaard — 
Signed, " Thomas Cloney." 

Wheft yoaaaw ikim writ»« ch)yt)« say yon 4idaot knew the 
puriiort of wiiat ke waa wtitiaig ? Iiaeaa 1 didnatftheaknow U. 

Da yoB recalleet being examlaed kn Mi. Tnraaa wttk respeet 
to the prisoner ? I was examinod by Mm., 
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Did you tell Mr. TMinar jrou knew nothing of Gill's murder ? 
i never spoke to Urn on the subject. 

June 10/A. — Captain Robinson, South Cork Militia^ sworn. 

Were you a Captain on duly in £nniscortby since' the rebci- 
iion ? 1 was. 

tM the prisoner deUver hiniself up to you and acknowledge him- 
seM* a Rebel Leader, and when ? He did deliver himself up to me 
about Ae ftrst of August 1796, 9fiA acknowledged himself a Re- 
bel Leader. 

Did you procure » protection for him from General H.uater ? 
I did. 

Relate what you know relative thereto ? I was led to do so from 
Mrs. Robinson, my wife's application ^o me» which she made in 
consequence of the great humanity and attention shewn by' the. pri- 
soner and his family to her during the rebelliou. Before [ appHed 
I m^de every ,enqwry astoJttie co^d^^ibe,pri§aP^r fs;(^if^ several 
loyalists and always jbe^.d ^(n .^;;;^ce93ive\y w.ell j^pokcn pf^ had 
tl^is not beqn the case I sh^nld n^t jh^ye apj^ied. Qp ipy first sec- 
iiiig prisoner, 1 a&^d him if he l^^d C0j0(iq[iitted fmy act pf viojtace 
du^iging the rebellion, ;ftod told-lum if iie had i^ot 1 would apply 
.for a proteoUcyi <for ^v^ ; .he splemply assured roe he never had 
qomr^Uted ^tif act ihe yfi\s aCra^d of e;Lcept be^|;ig a Hebel Leader. 
An<3099e<|uence 1 ^pp)ied to General ^Grose who wo^l^ not give a 
proteqtipn .without ^pply^ig toG^eralHunter, he thought it a 
matter of such moment. Qen^al Hunter ^rant^ it after some 
dajrs .consideration. 

Whore has pr^sonier j*esided since,;in4 i^hat has b^n his general 
character? He resided in Knni^scprtby imtil^lhe'^Ui of March 
last. As'farasl saw, l|is. conduct Wf^s yery good, and I did suppose 
it-mu8t'have<been good. frQRi peeing. 1pm in comply with none but 
loyalists. On some absurd reports of the town of ;^oaiscortliy be- 
ing about to be attacked by |be rebels, 1 have kpqwn him to go to 
loyal houses for. protection, .otice ip particular to Doctor Pounder's,. 

Do yon believe Ihe prjj^poer shrunk. from. prosecution, and have 
you any reason for that boUef ? I should .think h« did npt, and for 
ibis .reason: On telling me that, two of his tenants had run away 
in his debt, and that he did. not expect support from the head land^ 
lord of the ground, to recover the debt on account of being con- 

2r 
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cemed in the rebellion. ] staked him what support he wanted P 
that 'if he were conscious of not committing any other act but 
. merely being concerned in the rebellion, his true way was, to 
mark a writ against the fellows and put them into gaol ; at the 
same time to be very cautious |iow he did so, for if there was any 
act they could bring against him, they would do it in revenge ; and 
that an act which might appear very trivial in his eyes, might 
appear very henious before a Court-martial or Court of Justice; 
at the same time if he could acquit himself in his conscience,, now 
was the time to stand forward and shew the gentlemen of the 
country the protection he got was not misapplied. He told me 
he was not afraid, and he took my advice by putting the men into 
gaol. 

General Grose, Sworn. 
fTbe following questions were put in in writing .— ) 

Relate what you know relative to my obtaining protectioft as a 
Rebel Leader ? Mr. Cloney had several applications made to me 
. to surrender himself, and to get a protection, acknowledging his 
being a Rebel Officer, and hp expected onhis surrender to be pardoned 
generally ; I did not give any answer, not caring whether h^ sur- 
rendered himself or not. I heard he was at a Mr. Lett's, near En- 
niscorthy ; I sent there, found he was ill in bed, and took Mr. 
Lett's word he would be forthcoming in an hour. He accordingly 
was, and when in my possession I made a general inquiry amongst 
the Protestants of Enniscorthy, what had been his character du- 
ring the rebellion ; they gave him so very good a character, that I 
recommended him to General Hunter to get a protection, which 
General Hunter gave to me to give him. 

At the time he surrendered himself, did you consider him as an 
officer high in command? I knew him to be a leader, but the ac 
count I received of his good conduct and humanity to Protestants 
induced me to interest myself for him, and, to step out of the com- 
' mon line in his favour. I did not like to give him a protection 
myself and therefore consulted General Hunter. 

By the word ^Leader' do you mean that he held a rank equal or 
superior to a Captain? I mean that he was that kind of man that 
came within the exceptions of the Amnesty Bill. 

Did Jk)hn Gill's brother recommend prisoner to you? 1 believe 
so, bull cannot answer decidedly. 
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Mrs, Mary Ann Lttt^ sworn. 

What religion are you of ? I am a Protestant. 

Does your husband reside in Enniscortby, and.wfiat business 
does he follow ? He does ; he is a brewer. 

Had you any opportunity of being acquainted with my charac- 
ter during the rebellion, and what is your opinion of it? You were 
very kind to me, and I have heard a number of Protestants say you 
were so to them. 

Did I give you ady, and what assistance relative to the getting 
your husband out of Gaol, relate what you know of that 'transac- 
tion? Mr. Cloney procured me admittance into the Gaol of Wex- 
ford to my husband, where he was confined ; he wrote on the back 
of a proteclion, which I got from Mr, Corrin,a a priest, that he 
would be bail for my husband's good conduct, and that he .would 
not leave Wexford if Mr. Corrin would allow him to be taken out 
of Gaol. I went to Mr. Corrin^ who refused to allow him be taken 
out. I then met Mr. Cloney, told him of the refusal, and he told 
me that he would take him out on his own authority, which he was 
afraid was not sufficient. He did take him out, and left him at 
h^s own lodgings wbere wo lodged the night before. I then went 
with Mr.Cloney toMr. Harvey,^ to get a protection to keep ray 
husband out of gaol. Mr. Harvey refused giving it — was extremely 
angry at Mr. Oloney's taking him out, and desired him to take hiaA 
back again, which he did. After that, Mr, Cloney sent me some 
provisions when 1 was in great need of them* 

Did Mr. Cloney express any sorrow at not succeeding in having 
your husband restored to his liberty ? He seemed to feel very 
much. 

Do yon think he went baek with your husband to Gaol to protect 

htm ? I am sure he went back to protect my hnsband from anj 

outrage, 

Mrs, Dorothea Rudd, Swom^. 

What religion are you of ? I am a Protestant.. 

Was your husband a prisoner in Wexford during the Kebelli6n> 
and is he living or dead ? He was a prisoner, and is dead. 

Did you hear from your husband that I gave him any, and what 
protection ? My husband told me that Mr. Cloney had given him 
every assistance in his power ; he took him out of gaol, and brought 

(a)There was a mistake made by Mrs. Lett, as it was not Mr, Corrin, J)ub it must Lavs- 
been some other person that iaterfcred^ 
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him to Mr. Keugh^s to get him a protection* While he stood at the 
door, when Mr. Cloney went in for the protection, some person 
cam^ up and took my husband back to gaol. Mr. Cloney followed 
him and told my husband he saw he woul^ be as safe there as any 
where else, and gave him money to support him. Mr. Clohey 
visited him whenever he came to town» 

Was not your husband a yeoman and a t'rot'estant? ite was. 

Was Mr. Lett, husband to the lady that was examined here be« 
fore yon, a yeoman and a Protestant f He was. 

From all yon know of the rebels do yoa not think I endangered 
myself by protecting your husband ? I believe you did every thing 
in your power for me and my husband. From the hatred the re- 
bels had to myself, I was turned out in the streets of Coniscorthy 
with two children, 1 met Mr. Cloney in the street when he brought 
me to Father Kcarns and got me a protection from him, when I 
was refused by other persons in power amongst the rebels, who 
said it would be dangerous to themselves to grant it or interfere fur 
for me at al). 

Did your husband not correspond with me whilst in prison ? 
1 believe he did ; 1 received letters from my husband^ enclosing 
some for you. 

Was the prisoner kind to the Protestants and Loyalists in gene- 
Taly or to his own particular acquaintances ? I heard many speak 
kindly of him ; I never heard any one speak harshly ot him. 

Have you lived in Enniscorthy ever since the rebellion ? I havo 
lived there since. 

Mrs, Martha Stringer ^ su^artt. 

What religion are you of? I am a Protestant. - 
Was your husband a Yeoman and a Protestant— did he reside 
in Enniscorthy — and is he living or dead ? He was a Yeomap 
and a Protestant— did reside in Enniscorthy — and is dead. 

What was my conduct towards the Protestant loyaKsts daring 
the rebellion, and particularly towards ^our husband and self? 
1 always heard you were very humane ; I never heard any thing 
to the reverse. When my husband and I left Wexford, Mr. Clo- 
ney met tis at tlie water side, and protected us Until we embarked. 
1 afterwards saw him where Mr. Stringer was confined in Ennis- 
corthy ; he came to see him out of kindness ; he sent provisions 
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to mo, and desired some to be Re&t to Mrs. Rudd, which were 

sent* 

Wais Mr. Stritiger an acquaintattce of prisoner's ? He was, 
aud did bt^sitie&ft for hfro as ab attorney. 

Henry Minchin^ tworn^ > 

Are you a Protestant and a yeoman ? I am. 

l)id T save you from any and v^hat danger during the rebel- 
lion ? I was tdketi prisoner by the rebels and put into gaol. Shortly 
ah«r I Was ordered down to the gaol-yard to be tried with se- 
veral otliersy before fiagnal HarVey, PkzgetaM Roache, Nicholas 
Gray, and 6thers. ^AWef askeiA if any one knew me, I looked 
round, saw Mr. Cloney standing outside the crowd ; I called on 
him to give me a character, which be did — He did every thing he 
could to save me. He brought me Id %he hofote where my nwlher 
was, antl hesaidhe wemMl BOt lea>pe the gaol i»(U he Mr«oId get 
Jobta beimett out : b^t he iomiedimtely after feuad that Bemelt 
had got out. 

Didi-aip|MrtobeteeeiftiMsethat were crying Aie{Kdsoiiei«? 
Ymi dfd mx. 

Old yon ftee me intM«e le etfe tfie 1Kb of amy elber naaat ? 
I heard you say to Mr. Ikirvey on tile trial ef one BaMmm^ -who 
Iwd^eeiia^^fiudceir^^^ yeu knewMr^Hinvey, i^qakcniin gmeral 
are republicans.'* 

Da ytm beliefie Mr. Oovey eakl Ihat with a view 4yf saving 
Smithson's life ? I believe he did. 

Did yoa think yenrlWe would b6 in -dtfiigerihad Jienot;gene with 
you to your mother ? I am sure it «voilld'«*«he oame 4o fHTOtect 
me. 

Were you acquainted with the *prisoner l)efore the rebellion ?— 
I bad veqr little aoquainkaMe wlthibiniy aolie^ut kaving dined at 
ills houteoBce. 

IHionias RogerSy twotyt. 

Are yon a Protestant B I am— and an old and true soldier. 
, Did I at any time save your life during the rebellion, and how^ 
Telateak to the Court? I was wounded at Enniscorthy on WhiU 
sun-Monday by the rebels, and made a good retreat to Wexford^ 
On Wednesday, I was taken out of a ship, into which I had got. 
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I was drag^ged by a pa^ty of rebels to Garrett Quigley's door, 
where they were going to put me to death, when the prisoner carae 
up and cried out ** you damned rogues are you going to murder 
the man?*' He then 'made up, and re^scned me from them, and 
put me in a place of safety. 

Did the prisoner know you to be a loyal man ? He did. 

Rogers addressed the Court by saying that Mr. George Ogle, 

who was present, as well as most of theold gentlemen of the county, 

knew him to be a loyal man, and that he then declared he would 

prefer having a rope put that moaient roqnd his neck, and to get 

three swings out of the gallows, than have a hair of prisoner's 

head touched ; elsewhere, such declaration must have bad due 

weight. 

Thofmu Greene^ sworn^ 

r Are you a Protestant ? lara 

Was there any difference between you and me before the rebel- 
lion. There was for near a year and a half, during which time 
1 never spoke to you but once. 

Did 1 interfere to save your life, and when ? You'did the even- 
ing of the 31st of May, 1798. I was brought from on ship-board 
to gaol, where Mr. Hafvey and others sat to try me for my life- 
through the prisoner's interference I was saved. 

Did any other person interfere for you ? No other person interfered 
for me. 

Did you know those who were present? I knew Mr. Gray, 
Mr. Colclough and the prisoner. 

Did you expect I would interfere to save you from the difference 
that existed between us ? 1 did not indeed. 

Evidence for pri$oner closed. 

Prisoner's Counsel here quit him, not calculating that the prose, 
cution wouldbe renewed, when prisoner boldly remonstrated against 
the illegality of its renewal. The president. Colonel Vesey, told him 
they (lid not mind any law quibbles— they must labour to establish the 
truth. Aft^r the Court sat for two days on the renewed prosecu- 
tion, prisoner was obliged to dispatch his Attorney to Dublin to 
his lawyer, Mr. Burrowes, to state the very dangerous situation 
in which he was placed, in order that Mr. Burrowes might de- 
vise some means of making the procctdings known .to Government 
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in due time, to prevent fatal consequences. Prisoner had, in con-^ 
sequence, to stand for some days longer before the Court* Martial 
without the aid of either lawyer or attorney. 



PROSECUTION RENEWED, Wthofjuly. 
John Hanton, Sworn, 

Are vou a Roman .or a Protestant ? I am a' Catholic. 

Do you know the prisoner ? 1 do.. 

Did you see him on Whitsun-Monday, and where, relate to 
the Court what you saw him do ? I was taken prisoner on Whit- 
sun-Monday night, at Monglass, and was next morning brought 
to tlie Leap, where there was a ring made, and we went then to 
Vinegar Hill. 

Did you see the prisoner on that march ? I saw the prisoner on 
horseback ride back and forward. 

What became of you when you went to Vinegar Hill ? When 
1 was brought to Vinegar Hill, 1 was put into the Windmill. 

Did you see the prisoner at that time ? . 1 saw the prisoner on 
horseback at the Windmill door. 

Was there one John Gill, a prisoner with you ? There was. 

What became of John Gill ? He was killed. 

Did you see him killed ? 1 did not see him killed ; but I saw 
bim dead about an hour after I was put into prison. 

Did you see the prisoner during that time ? I did not. 

Did you bear Gill address the prisoner ? I did hear him address 
the prisoner to get him out. 

Did you see the prisoner at that time ? 1 did. 

Was it about the time you were put into prison ? It was* 

How k)ng was Gill in the Windmill before be was killed ? : About 
an hour. 

Did you see the prisoner at the time you were at the Leap? 1 

did. 

Did you ever see the prisoner before that day ? 1 never did. 

How did you know bim ? I was told it was bim. 

Can you positively say you saw the prisoner Cloney on horse- 
back at the Windmill, and Gill and Gainford applying to him ? 
I can. 
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Are you a yeoman ? I am of Mr* Richards corps of Infaatry, 

I>i4 you see one Sly and Haip[)Con wiiii you ? I did. 

When you were at ^be Leap, w^re yit^ put ifijto the rmg ? Yes. 
all of my sort, such as Gainfords, Sly, Hanton, and several others 
1 did not know. 

For what purpose were you put into ibe ring ? I do not know. 

Did you hear any orders given whilst in the ring ? I, did not ; 
only to go to the HilL 

Did you see any of the prisoners praying or preparing for death - 
1 did not. 

If there were any orders given, must you not have heard them ? 
1 don't know— I did not hear any onie praying or preparing, for 
death. 

When yon were taken and marched to Vinegar Hill, did you 
understand it was to make you join the i^ebels? I did. 

Did you suppose when there you would be killed ? 1 did. 

What made you imagine you would be put to death ? 'Because 
Gill was killed. 

Did you consider yourself a prisoner on the march ? I did. 

Was "Sly with you ? I think he was. 

When did 3rou first mention what you have related, and to 
whom ? To Mr. Turner, about Friday last. 

Did you ever taHc of this matter to Richard Gainford ? 1 did 
not. 

Were you ever instructed in What you now swear? 1 never was. 

Hemry Gill, swam. 

What relation are you to 4be .deceased ? I am }his son, ami .was 
taken prisoner with my father at Monglass, on 'W^hitsttn-Xnesda^y. 

Relate what you saw on4hat«day ? Wbra we came to the JLeap, 
1 saw^my father and Mr.'Cloney -in conyersationywheni h^^d Mr. 
^Ol0Bey«ay>*^Mr. Gill, Icannot do anything foryon,/the gentlemen 
may do as they please," and my father said it was no nsfi* I was 
then put into airing, and Lheardithe people say about me-*—*' are 
these Orangemen you have got here';'* and on the march, prisoner 
pasaed me twice, 'desired' the-men* to nmrch 8i& deep, and go easy ; 
and as we were going up to ^Vinegar Uill, we met a party Bhout-« 
ing, and in the confusion I escaped. 

When you ,were at the Leap, did you hear the prisoner iHrder 
the loyalists to prepare for death i I did not. 



261 

l)id you see fttiy toiheif p^sioli at the Leap who aeeHiod to have 
any command but the prisoner ? I did not. 

Do you think at that time he could have liberated your father ? 
1 think he cuuld, as liiy father mentioned on the road to the Leap^ 
that if he could see Tom Cloney, he would do something^ for. him* 

Did you, at the time you were first taken^ imagine you would 
b£ murdered ? I did. 

Did you ever converse with any one, and when, upon this sub- 
ject ? I did with Counsellor Turner, who desired me to do, jus* 
tice. 

Did you ever converse with Richard Gainford, and when ? 1 
did on Saturday last, on our way from. Enniscorthy to Wexford* 

Did yau ever converse witb him before Saturday ? Not as I 
remember, 

tVilliam Furlovp, Sworn. 

' Alt y^u a Rolndli Calholic or a. Protesitattt ? I am a Fb^tesl 
tant. V 

Were yott on Vinegiacf Uiii om Whitann^Tiiesday, )7d6r ? i wa^ 

Did you see the prkoaev there ? I di4« *■ - 

What place did you see him ? 1 saw him at the Windmiil^ speak- 
ing to John Gill. 

Did you hear the conV6i%afion ? I'did not. 

Did you see Gill brought out of the Windoiill-^relate wha^ yoii 
saw pass ? He was brought oni of the Windmill, and put in 
again^; and I heard some of the rebels say ^*he is aa booest man.-** 
In some time afterwards, a man, unknown to me, i^ushed- in and 
' said. Gill should be nuj^dered. In about fifteen nunijites afl^v* 
wards. Gill, with several ethers, wef e furiously puehed out add 
murdeied» 

Was Ilichard Gainlord near Gill when he was takeo oi^t? He. 
must be near him, as the prison is- very small* 

Was the prisoner on foot or od horseback at the dopr ? He was 
' on foot. 

Did you see Gill murdered ? I did not. ^ 

Did you see the prisoner after Gill was niurdefed, and what 

time ? 1 did, in about three quarters of an hour^^l. saw him hand 

. William Collister out of the windmill and&ave his life. 

Could he not. hand Gill out and save him^ as well as be saved 

2 K . , 
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ColUster? Ithink he could if be run the risk and did not meets<> 
great an opposition. 

]>on*t you believe any common rebel could rush into the windL 
naill and kill a man, if he had any ill-will to him, without his ofHw 
cer*s leave? 1 believe he could, if the guard would let him. 

Could not one of the gyard themselves go in and kill any ol 
die prisoners ? They could. 

Evidence Jbr Prosecution closed^ 



jRichard Gaififord, Re-examined,^ 

Do yon recollect ever having any conversation with any perton* 
relative to the* prisoner, beside Mr. Jacob and Mr. Turner ?-~ 
— ;Never as ! recollect, but to Mr, Henry Gill, since 1 was cxa*.- 
mined before the Court* 

Did Valentine Gill ever send to yon,, o^ had you any conversa-* 
tiob with him relative to the prisoner ? I never bad on that sutt* 
ject, nor did he ever send to me or go to me. 

Do you positively swear that Valentine €K1I never sent to yon^ 
or went to you on the subject ef this prosecution ? «L am positive 
he never did. 

Archibald Jacob, examined as to character. 

Do you know Richard Gkinford ? 1 do. 

W)iat doyon know as to hi^ charaeter ? 1' know him to KaVer 
lived in Enniscorthy since the rebellion^ and 1 believe he con-' 
ducted himself vwy properly. 

Did youknow him before the rebellion ? 1 did notl 

Had you ever any money dealings with Gainford ? 1 never ha<K 

Do you think from your knowledge of him, that his oath should' 
be credited in any Court of Justice > 1 think it should,, as Ibc-^ 
Heve him to be a very honest nran. 

Do you k^ow John Sttfman ? 1 do; 
, What do you know of him ? I think him an improper man. 

What reason do you assign for that? He u^as turned out of raly 
corps for misconduct, with the' unanimous consent of the corp&.- 

Did Stilman ever apply toyonafter he left yout corps fot^ome* 
pay that was -due to him ? He did. 

What answer did you make him I t told him there were some 
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«ttoppages to be made, as k was thought proper to be made by the 
Corps. 

I^id you not tell Stilisan in the public streets io Enniscortfay 
that you would not i^ay hinotas he was to come forward as an evi- 
dence for me ? 1 d^d no^. 

Do you know William Furlong ? 1 do, and believe him to be 
a proper well behaved young man. 

Do you know Edward Hampton ? 1 do, and believe him to be 
A very honest man. 

James Sherlock, Lieictetiant of A. Jaceb^s Corps, sworn. 

Do you kvow Richard Gainford ? 1 do for several years. ' ' 

What do you know of his character 9 1 often entrusted him 
with money from live to twenty poands, to bring me goods from 
• Doblin, and he dealt very hth and honest. * * 

Do yon think, from your dealings with him, that he is a man 
Io be trusted on his oath in a Court of Justice ? 1 think he is. 

Do you know James Gainford, and what do you know of him ? 
I do kuow him to be a yery l^onest man. 

Do you know John Stilmaa, and what do you know of him ? 1 
know him to be tu-ned out of the corps to which 1 belong, with 
the unanimous consent of the corps, for bad conduct. 

Do you know Edward HaraptoDj, and wft^i^t do you know of hiiu ? 
' ^-I do know him since he was a Httle boy. He and I went to 
■school together, and were bom within one mile of each other, a^d 
I always knew him to be a quiet, honest boy^ 

John. Stilman, Re-examined]^ 

Did Mr. Jacob ^use you payment after leaving his Corps? 
He did. 

Folrii^hat reason? He sent m* w6rd by Matthew Croshiethat 
be would not pay me as 1 was to come fQjrw^ard as an evidence Ibi; 
fi croppy. 

What reply did yon make ? 1 sent him word, that if 1 neves- 
' were paid, 1 would come forward to declare the truth; that any 
'Ihing I had tO' say against Mr. Cloney 1 would declare it, or any 
-tbjng in his favour. ' 

Did you fight with the loyalists in Enniscorthy on Whitsi^n^ 
Monday 1798? 1^ did, 
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Were you obliged to give up your arms on that day, to the Re- 
liels, and by whose orders did you g^ive them up ? 1 was io the- 
house of James Sherlock together with four other loyalists, firing 
out on the rebels, when Sherlock's father came to us and insisted 
on our giving up our arms and ammunition to the rebels, which he 
obliged QS to do. 



SECOND DEFENCE. 

1 am much obliged to this honourable Court for the indulgence 
extended, in permitting ipe to resume niy defence, in consequence 
of the supplementary matter attached to my prosecution* which I 
conceived to have been fioally elosod beiere 1 was permitted tp 
enter into my defence, in which I had fbe assi&tance of a gentle- 
man of high professional talent, and who was not ^ware that other 
evidence could be kept back as a Corps de rfserve^ in case wbat 
liad already beenaddu/ced against, me should be deeoKHJl insufficient 
to support the design of the present prosecution ; however, I qpi 
reconciled to the absence of that gentleman, when 1 reflect that 
that circumstance will the more particularly recommend me to the 
favour and indulgence of this honourable Courts where, if the sword 
b^ conspicuous, the scales of justice are n^verthel^saheld with a stea- 
dy and impartial hand, and an equal preponderancy, will be 
indulged in favour of the accused. If a doubt should arise of the 
insufficiency of proof to establish the alledged crime, and I Yen* 
ture to pronounce that it is from a well-founded suspicion of the suffi« 
ciency and consistency of the evidence adduced against me, in the 
first instaace, that further proof has been sought for, and which has 
been so laudably received by this honourable Court, that |hey m^y 
have the fullest satiefaction of my innocence or guilt; and 1 can 
readily CQOceive, that as much pleasure will arise to the Court in 
establishing the former, as there would in passing sentence on the 
latter. I am highly gr^ti^ed to find that this honourable CourtbavQ 
eypres^ed their fulle:>t conviction of the value of my exertions in4he 
cause of humanity, which have been certified and borpe testimony 
to by the best evidence, and, while this flattering, impression re- 
mains qn the m^indii of the Court, I am >u3tif^ed to iufer thai the 
greater the crime alledged against me, the greater wiU be the pr€« 
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Mmption in fav<tur of my innocence; for it must bo supposed, that 
before I coald engagfe ip so horrid a deed, 1 hnd to strugj^le with 
and overcome every generous sentiment, and resist the sensation 
of repugnance, that the most profligate wilt feel, in raising his 
l^and to murder in cold blood, and as my character is so well cer- 
tified in the rebellion, and at all times, I am in humble confTdencr, 
that this honourable Court will not suffer any thing to counterba- 
lance the weight of that presumption, which nearly amounts to 
facts. Now, 1 beg leave to say, that nothing has appeared ob the 
production of the auxiliary testimony of John H anion, Henry 
Gill, and William Furlong, which goes to corroborate the eTidence 
of my virulent prosecutor, Richard Gaioford ; but, on the other 
band, adds contradiction to the many contradictions which his 
evidence has already sufF«red in the presence of the Court, both , 

from the witnesses for and against the Crown, and what credit 
could a man receive on his Oath, who is thus confronted, ai^d 
bis testimony impeached by those, whose conditions and characters 
in life, ai^emore reputable and respected. To prove satisfactorily 
that a man should not get credit on his oath in a Court of Justice, 
it is necessary to shew that thej^^neralt^aor of his character is ^o * 
bad that credit cannot be attached- even to his allegation on oath. 
1 shall not presume to say that Mr. Richard Gainfol-d ha.s ob- 
tained this ascendant in immorality, but were be heretofofti of un- 
impeachable character^ his evidence in tiiis instance is so question- 
ably and so satisfactorily refuted, that his credit totters, and I 
trust that,* under such circumstances, the testimony in bis favour 
will prove an ineffectual prop. I must, on the part of my witues- • 

scs, return thanks to Mr; Jacob for his good character of Mr. Ed- 
ward Hampton, and am the more pleased with his good opinion 
of this witness, because he has corroborated the evidence of John 
Stilman. 

Limited as 1 am in time, 1 roust decline any further comment 
on the efvidenee last adduced on the part of the Crown, but beg 
leave to refer the Court to the paanifest contradiction in the cyi. 
dence of Richard Gain ford. If credit be given to Valentine Gill, 
.or e^^en'to Henry Gill ; they have severally sworn, in direct oppo- 
sition to Gainford, that ihcy conversed with him on the subject of ' 
Ibis prosecution before the examination of Gainford on this trial, 
which Gainford soJ^'^n'v disavowed. 1 shall conclude by slating. 
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H is well understood that an officer in the King's army could neser 
be considered accountable for the excesses of his troops, actipg 
contrary to or without his orders; how hard would it then be, ^q 
make me, who was an officer amongst many and without any coii« 
trolling pDww, accountable for f 1^ actions qf a furious people 
trampling upon «M1 authority. 

I6ik ofJul^-^ames Coffee, Stoom^ 

What religion are you of ? 1 am a Protestant. 

Were you a prisoner in the Windmill on Vinegar Hill, on Whit? 
sun-Tuesday, 1796 ? 1 was. 

Did you see me there ? I did not. 

Did you see John Gill there ? 1 did. 

Did you see John Gill murdered? I did not. 

Did you see Richard Gainford there a prisoner at the time?' { 
did. 

Did yon see John Gill taken out of the Windmill ? I did. 

Was Richard Gainford near Gill at the time he was taken out ? 
—I believe be was ; I was at one side of the Windmill, and Gain* 
ford at the otber side opposite me^ 

When Gill was taken ont, were there any others taken out with ^ 
iiim ? 1 believe not. 

Conld the prisoner be there at that time without your seeing 
him? He could not be inside of the Mill, but he might be outside 
unknown to me. 

Did you hear any words expressed when Gill was taken out ? 
-—After he was dragged out, 1 heard a shot fired, and some per- 
son ciy out — ^let him perish. 

Vakniine GilU swom^ 

{FIRST CALLED ON BY PRISONER.] 

Are you brother to the deceased ? 1 am. 

Was 1 not on good terms with you before the rebellion, and dq 
as good or better terms with your brother ? 1 can't say, you 
' seemed on good terms with me. 

Did 1 endeavour to save your life in the rebellion, and did T 
succeed— relate te the Court the circumstance? You did, after I 
was taken prisoner, out of a vessel in this bay. 1 was brought oi^ 
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the 31st May to the htnise of Mr. Richards, apothecary, wh^re ^ « 
namber of people followed me, and insisted on getting me ottl» 
which they did, dragged me on towards the gfiol, threatened, my 
life, and one fired at me with a pistol, then they closed on me, 
when Mr. Cloney. overtook the party near the gaol> I then shewed 
bim a protection from Mr. Carty on leaving' the ship, the prisoner , 
read it, and said, ^^what, you damned rascals^ won't you obey the 
orders of your pfhcersy if not you Cannot succeed ; the gentlemaa 
has a protection.'* 

Did 1 not at that time know you to be a yeoman aod a Prote»j 
f ant r You did. 

Did you go to Enniscorthy immediately after the rebellion ? I 
diif in a day or two. 

Did you see the prisoner there? I never saw him'' till he wa» 
broughi is a prisoner. 

Did you make application to General 6ro8e in his favour ? 1 
never did. 

Did you eveif near of your brother's death and the manner 6f it ? 
i did hear he was put to death Hy a bfow of a scythe, across the 
throat, fastened to' a polef*. 

Who gave you this information i Iticliard 6ainford and others, 
I think one Gill, a wheel-wright. 

Relate what they told you? To the best of my recollection 
Gainford told me he was brought out of the windmill, pushed xh 
again and then brought out and killed. 

When did Gill and Gainford first tell you about the murder of 
your brother ? Gill told" me about three monthii ago, and Gainford 
about two months ago. 

Did they conle to tel! you this story ? No. I sent for thein and 
went different times and made it my btisktessPto see themyia eoiK 
sequence of a ceport I heard ^ 

Did you enquire whether the prisoner W2ls there or not ? I did^. 
Gainford told me he was there and commanded the party. 

Did General Grose ever ask you a character of me, and whal 
character did you give? 1 don'treeoll^t'any thing of the klncL 

Did I after saving you bring you to any {^aee of safety ,> where 
your wife and other ladies were ? Some person brought me to tho* 
place where my wife was, but I don't recollect the person. 

Was it since the pjpisoner came to g.ao1, you sent and went t» 
Gainford ? It was. 
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Mari'm Mer&nagh, sicorn^r 

Whaft religion are you of? 1 am a Cafliolic. 

Were you at the Leap on Whifsun-Tuesday, 1768 ? 1 was. 

Did you see me there ? 1 did not. 

Did you see Richard Gainford, and several other t'rotestants 
there? 1 did. 

Coukl 1 be there without your knowledge ? You could not. 

What part of the country wore the people from that were there ? 
They were from Bally hy land, and the mountain-^side 

Row long did } ou remain at the Leap ? About ten or eleven 
minutes. 

Did you hear at that time of any houses being burned in the 
neighbourhood f 1 did not. 

Patrick Rooney^ iworn. 

What religion are you of ? 1 am a Catholic. 

Were you at the Leap on Whitsun-Tuesday, 1798 ? 1 was. 

Did you see me there ? 1 did not. 

Did you see Richard G^dnford there? I did not. 

Do you think the prisoner could be there without yojir sccii&g 
iiim ? 1 am certain he could not. 

Did the rebels halt at the Leap ? They did. 

Haw long did they halt ? About an hour«. 

Did you march with them from the Leap ? 1 marched with them 
tibout forty perches^ . then 1 went off the road, and went home. 

Evidence itdJQumed, t / 

17/A July. — Chapman Grahaniy sworn. 

Are you a Rotnao Catholic ot a Protesltant? i am a* PriotesfanU 

Were you at the Leap on Whitsun- Tuesday 1796? - 1 Was. 

Did you see me tbcve ? I did not. 

Did you see «Njh» Oill and several other Protestants there? I 

aid. 

Did 3roii se<^ a ring OMd^ M t^e Leap, or ditf y^vt hear any order 

given iff the protestants t« prepare for death ? 1 did not. 

» 

' ■ ■ .. , ■-■ I _ii I J IIIH . T 

t In coiHTequeuoe of the absence of Graham and Wiseman, the Trial was 
pottponed 'till soct time as they should be forthcoming, 



tAi the Pirotestani* that were thein nfipMr tdbe am pHsoners at 
rebels ? They did not applear as prisoners ; I saw oo diffin«iictf 
between ikum and aayolhei' ^pletliat were thera4 : «a^epl £>fan 
Kelly, who commanded the pactT. 

Did you march from the Leap td Braiicctf %: thiit da^ with the 
party ? 1 did. i i 

Did y<ra see me on the march ? I did jotots^ysou at al). 

Did you g^o to the Leap with an intentioD of jeining the rehds:? 
I^id when! was forced. .u . 

How long were } oa>at the Leap before yea marched to Vinegar 
HiU ? About ap hovr^ .1 

DidyoumardiinQr^er fHim:dMl0ap.to¥|ijt«far Hill? Some^ 
times we did, 
. By whoae {ordeTs i . % John Kelly's « 

Did you see idl die Prote8taiits>inarth.4n:ordei fi^oni the Leap to 
Viliegar-llill ? They did sometimes. '-■ 

Wlien you marched in order, had you charge of aQy patticular 
people ? No, . • 

Did all the Protestants march in as free a aianBer as the rest of 
the rebels 9 They did. . 

Did you hear that there were any of the men put to death on 
the HiH that day that eame along with you ? 1 did not. 

Could any of the Protestants that marohed that day quit the 
i^nks^botyott? Icthi^ktbey coutdi > 

Where didyeu^rsth^ar fhattiiey wiere putting jthe Proteistants 
to death on the Hill ? At the foot of the HilL 

Who told you? JohnKelly^ j- 

Were you on tfaeflill at all ? No, not during the- Deiiellfoii ; 
1 was ordered by John Kelly^ at the loot of.the Hill, to Wet^rd . 

Had you any.eowr^irsaJtion ^with any one with respect to ihepri-i 
aoner? I had.not, xtnlil thii day; I breakfasted witli a Mr. 
Walshy to whom I mentioned utrhat I had to aay in rei^ect to tfae 
furiaoner. . . 

Did you ever hear that Gill was murdered on Vinegar Hill ^n 
Wl)p|9uji(iTM»Bda.y ? X ,did nott bear it at that time. 

Pid yim iKnir it at any -tipie. .after, during the Rebellion ? 1 

: M* \' \:: ' . .. ■ ■. 

Could you give any reason why Gill and the test of the Protes* 

2 L 
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tants c/aiHA go where tbey pleased ? They aH scattered aa if goiog 
to a fair. 

How far from the Duffrey^gate did you march with the rebels 
before they separated ? About a mile. 

Do yop kriow Lett's Brewery? I do. 

Did any of the party go into that Brewery that day ? They did* 

Did you hear of any of the f arty that marched with you that day 
being murdered there ? I did not. 

Do you think they could have been murdered there that day 
without your knowledge ? I think they could not. 

Could not one of your party be murdered privately that day 
about the Brewery, without your^hearing it? No-— I think they 
could not, as I was in the yard myself. 

When you first heard of the Protestants bdng pat to death, 

» 

was it generally known by the rest of the Protestants, or was it 
through friendship Kelly told you? It was through friendship. 

How do yoa know that Gill and some others, who marched 
with him that day, were Protestants ? I saw John. Gill, oneSly» 
and some other«» whom 1 thought to be ProtestantSw 

How many Protestants were with the party ? Ibelieve four or 

five. 

Do yqu know their names ? I know one Wiseman, one Sly, 
and I think one Gainford. 

Do you know Gainford by name, by sight, or what other way ? 
1 know him by sight, to be acquainted with him, I am not« ' 

How do you kpow Gainford to be a Protestant ? I thipk I sa^iir 
him in Church. 

Why did yon not say first you knew Gainford ? 1 did not^ 
until I now recollect I had seen him. 

Would you know young Gill ? I think I would. 

Did you see him that day at the Leap or on the road to Vinegar-^ 
HiU? I don't recollect I did. 

Doyou think he might have been there without your seeing 
him? ] think hemiight. 

Don't you bdieve it was some of the party that was on Vinegar 
Hill before the party you went with came there^ that put the Pro- 
testants of your party in the Windmill and had Gill killed? I 
beard and believe it was. 

Where did you spend youjr time mostly during the rebellion ? 
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After the first week I got a protection from Kelly^ and directions 
to remain at home to grind com for the country poople. . 

Edward Stacjf^ sworn. 

Do you know Richard Gainford, and what do you know of him f 
— -1 do know bin for soTeral years, he ofbn had money dealings 
with me^ and hedeilt y^ry iMiiest. 

Do you think from your deillings with him^ that he is a mail to 
be credited on his' oath in a Cotirt>ot Jnitioe ? . 1 think he is. 

Do you know Jumes Gatnibrdy and what do jron know of btm .' 
1 do know him, and believe him to be a very honest man. 

Do you know William Farlong, and what do you know of him ? 
-—1 do know hin; and bdiere him to be ah honest young man* ^ 

Richard Nev>tanKing, Esq. sworn. 

Do you know John Stilman ? 1 do for several jears. 

What do you know of him, and relate his character to the Court 
—In the year 1793, when there was an losorrection in this 
country, the rebels were coming one day towards my bouse, 1 
went ont armed with a rise of pistols, and brought my servants 
with me ; when the rebels saw me advancing, they dispersed. 1 
aaw John Stilman coming from them. I asked him to let me know 
who they were, and to lodge iniumations against them, and that 
his name should be kept secret. He told me he did not know <me 
of them, and I am certain he did* 1 believe he- was sworn an 
United Irisfiman at the time. 

Da yon think he is a man to be edited on his oath in any 
Court of Justice ? If 1 was on any man's trial or Jury, who 
was on his trial for insnrvection or rebellion, 1 should not like to 
credit him as an evidence. 

William Wheeler, Esq. swom^ 
fFirst called on by Prison^r^ 

, Do yon know John Stilman ? I did about four or five years 
back, when he bought leather from me, and dealt largely with 
me, and always paid money honestly and well. 

Did you ever give him credit ? I did, and would again to as 
latrge an amount as 1 could afford. 

Note — There was not an United Irisbinan in that Couaty for many years 

after, or very few in Ireland. 
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From bb dealiog ^tth jron don't yon Mi^v^ htt oath could bp 
relied on in any courts JQitke? I do Ikaik il cmdd.. 

Joseph SfQrrowi^ A;^ sv>6H^ a$ /)» Character. 

Are yon a Ph)toftatat ? iaan/ 

Do yda know Jobii Sttlmau ? 1 >dp Kor leversl ynlrf iwok. 

What do you know of his chartteHv^F Hodeidt idHk me far 
leiAfaaiv fod^itaj^ paid' Ale hoDeiit^ . He oved :me !a earn' of 
money, whea ba adnietfme back enUatdd m (be W^xfbiti MiHtia^ 
aM left the codntig^ and in ^ Httl^ -tfiae beaeDt niedfe8um4iie 
to me. 

Do ytolliiiik finmiu'dMhig with lyob, ahait. his oath foonldbe 
relied on io any Coort^of indtiaa ? 1 'nevier haardraaytbiof «a tim 
contrary* 

Did you hear of his beiiig tiihied but of a Yeomanry Corps in 
Enniscorthy, aadfor whtttireistfn ? i ^i, because liis' mf^ i$ a 
Cathdlc. . . ., 

Did you hfiOf it vras, beoiuse ho would pot b^iorae an ri^pmiyge* 
man? r don't thi«k he would bep^ruiitted to. beaa O^angiaman, 

Why wpiild bb not be ppintiilied to be Orangomn^n? r Bettauao* 
fais wife was h RotiMin Catholic* 

Do yoii k>ow Ribhard Qainferdt? idp^ 

What dp yoki know of his c bai a dt Br > I belieie htm. to be.aa' 
indiastrbils'hooeBl man. 

Do you know Chapman Crikbaiby aadvelate hkrdiiinictffr? .)• 
know him to be an honest man before'tiW' Robdlioa, hub {hb was 
out with' tberabek all' the tine of tbe irdlMUioBy iafetandvumtao* 

Seated. 

Fo^iwbatfeadtan Bayou' imagine he w^b prptalcleditmbro'thaii' 
other Protestants in his neighbourhood ? • 1' iitf eve hist wife! being"' 
a Roman Catholic, was partly the means of it* 

Do you imagine hiin an b6n^t mto at present i I faa?e no 
ireason to think the contrary. 

• r 

Charles Courti^, sworn. 
Are you a Protestant and a ymmn ? I am* 

* Here Major Jare started up, and clapping his hand to his side as if to; 
draw his sword, be exclaimed with strong emphasis,—^* I don't -wonder that 
an Irishman and Roman Catholic would be a Rebel." He did honour to. 
ealedonia, as did hl^ higher Ofteet*. 
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IM you know John StJUnan? I do. 

Did be serve in the Wexiord Uililia widi yoQ for Cpur years f 
He did. 

What was his character during that tiip^e ? I always knew him 
to be respected by his officers, Don.commissioned officers, and 
privates, aod particularly by Lieutenant JUing^ who gave him bis 
<:aiBp allowance fer his family:, and liberty U) work fpr the opm« 
pany he ws^4^ as a sboeniiiker* 

Did you not hear (com his loyftl e&ertioQs sjuace the RehelVon, 
that he got Arms ftom the CpnifOMadiDg Oftc^ at Eqpiscorjthy, 
lo |«<ylect himself sind &miiy ? Stf (mw told m& ao. 

Did he not Sf^ with the loyalists in .Jj^noiscorthj^ op Wbitei^ 
Jtfqnday, 1798 ? 1 believe be iii^ as I gave him two rounds of 
ball cartridge on that day in Enniscorthy. 
:;|lo you look upon him^aa^a loyal inau? I nev^ heard or seen 
anything to thojcoittraii^, 

Doo't you Mioov that he went to Sm^soorthy on Whitsun. 
Monday nigbt, in order to join the army ? I know that he caifie 
itx<>n Whitsun^Monday, apd dejnapd^d Arms to fight against the 
. Rebels^ whiph were given him* 

Did Stilman retreat to Wexford on that day with the^ King's 
troops? Mo he did not,. 

Did .be Join the labels ? I belieive ,he did, 

Cpuldbenothaveretjreated w[ith.tbefamy en th^t d^y? He 

might not, as many of the Loyalists both in Enniscorthy ai^ 

Wexford) were taken short and^con^i^lled tpjoin.the rehelSy from 

no drum being beat eltbirtp.^rpis. or. to ^^treat» either iu Eonif- 

fcorthy or Wexfqrd^ ur on the way, until they reached Duncan- 

nonPort, 

Joshua 'Lett, swom^ 

Do.yottknow Hichard Gakiford ? J do. 

Did you not often hear^ie had frequent disputes, with his father 
and brothers ? 1 did forrojerly hear be.bad some hmly dispute^^ 
but Jie had some dealings with me and 1 found him honest. 

Would you beheve him on his oath ? It would be very hard 
but to believe him. 

Walter Greene, Esq. Sworn. 
J)o^ou know Edward Hampton ? I do know him to be a very ho« 
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nest man for Ibe time he lived with me since the 2&th of Match 
last^ wliich is all the time i know him. 

Do you know Richard Gainford ? I do. 

l¥bat do you know of htm ? 1 believe him to be an honesty man. 

James Witemam, sworn^ 

Are yon a Roman Catholic or a Protestant ? I am a Protestant« 

Werejou at the Leap on Whitsun-Tuesday? I was. 

Did you see the prisoner there ? I did not. 
' Did yon see any Protestants there ? I did. 

Who were they^Hnention their names? There was William 
McDonnell, Chapman Graham, and James Gainford. . 
' Did you see a ring made there, and the Protestants in it to be 
put to death ? I did not. 

Did you march with that party from the Leap to Vinegar Hill \ 
did yott see the prisoner on that march ? I did not. 

Who commanded the party from the Leap to Vinegar Hill ?^- 
Jobn Kelly. 

Did the Protestants appear to you as prisoners, or did they 
march like the rest of the party t6 Vinegar Hill ? They marched 
all alike. 

What brought you there? I was ordered there by Kelly. 

How far from the prisoner do you live ? About three miles. 

How far from Chapman Graham do you live ? About one 
mile. 

Was it by a wtitteor order you were commanded to join the re- 
'hels ? No ; Kelly came in person and commanded me to join the 
'rebels.- 

What time were yon at the Leap ? About five o'clock, as near 
as 1 could guess. 

How long did you remain at the Leap > About an hour. 

Did you then march in order to Vinegar Hill ? SoiHetimes in 
•order, and other times as we thought proper. 

Was Graham armed with the party going to the Leap ? I think 
he was, \vlth a flesh fork. 

Did you see Kelly speak to Graham at the Leap, or on the 
march to Vinegar Hill ? I don't recollect he did. 

How were all the Protestants armed that day ? They were 
armed with either pitchforks or pikes. 
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Were you near praham on the march from the Leap to Yiaegar 
Hill ? I donU recollect to see him from Killan to Vinegar Hill. 

Did you go up to Vinegar Hill With the party on Whitsun-Tueg- 
tinv? 1 did hot; 1 parted them about twenty perches from Vi-^ 
i»HiIl. 

. ^here did you then go? I then returned with a party of tbe 
bH' 3 men I marched with, who had taken Mr. Blacker from ano- 
' •' party who had him a prisoner,' and brought him* back toward 
M .omgoole^ where I was suspected to be a Protestant by a party 
f rebels, who cried out to ahoot me ; 1 then ran in to a back yard 
.• * tromgoole, and remained there until evening. 

. »id your party take Mr. lacker from the rebels with aniaten^ 

.of saving him ? They did. 

Wad the Rebels taken you in Dromgoole when you run into a 
i> ( .k yard, what do you imagine they would have done with you ? 
A '^ ink they would have killed me. 

\Vhat became of you during the Rebellion ? I was obliged to 
}</\:i and continue with the Rebels. ^ 

Why had you not arms on Whitsun-Monday as well an the other 
^'itestants ? I don*t know ; when 1 came, into Cnniscorthy I got 

!iaft of a car. 

iVhat arms did you carry at the battle of Fookes' mill ? A 

k. 

Do you know Richard Gainford ? 1 do. 
1 1 ) you know a man named Sly ? 1 do at present by sight, but 
not during the rebellion. 

Did you know John Gill ? I think! saw him once only. 

Did you see Richard Gainford at the Leap on Whitsun-Tuesday, 
or on the March to Vinegar-hill f I did nut. 

Could Gainford be there without your peeing him ? I think 
he might. 

Was any of the Party on horseback at the Leap, or on the road 
to Vinegar-bill ? There waaone man, but I did not know him. 

Were any of the others mounted on horseback on that day at 
the Leap, or on the road to Vinegar-hill ? I think not. 

Did you know the prisoner at that time ? 1 did not but but by 
sight. 

When did you first know Mr. Cloney .' In a few days after in 
the rebellion. 
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Can yoii ptnilivtijr tWear it waa not the prisMmer that ^^tfa 
momited that day ? I can. 

Do you positively swear tlie^pirlsotier could not have been thero 
on that d^, ifiounted and gfiviag «rder^? I can» 

Do you know the reason of the party being aomelines <llit el 
order? IdonQt* 

Cooldaay me ofthoPretestatits have gone away out of the 

ranks on the march from Hie Leap to TItiogar Hill ? I donH thiiak 

theyoonld. 

Didyoasee Chapman Omhaai en the marth that day ? I did 
not. 

Did the rebels maichtegnkrly up on the hill ? ^Sonetimes the 
did, and other times as they thought piP<^Nff« 

Did you see Chapman Giahatti at dK» teap on WMt8iin«Tue$-> 
day, 1798 ? I did not. 

What was the reason of the parly noCmarohidg in ^reg^lar ordier 
upon the Hill? I ^n'llnow. ^ _ • 



Here the Trial closed and the prisoner unsupported and un- 
protected by either Lawyer or Attorney, begged permission to ad- 
dress the Court, intending to remonstrate against what he conceiv- 
ed, the gross injustice of renewing a prosecution against him on 
the same charges, when his Lawyer had left him, under the full 
conviction that the Trial had closed. Under these distressing cir- 
cnmstances, he would not be permitted to utter one word and can 
' Jmy refer the reader to the detail he has given in his Narrative as 
to what he heard of the nature of the Sentence passed by this '*Ho^ 
neurable Court.'* 
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